
WITHHOLDING GOOD NEWS JUST AIN'T RIGHT

I. 2 Kings 6:24-33  2 Kings 7:1-20  Romans 10:14-15

! A. Many of us know firsthand what it's like to find ourselves between a rock and a 
hard place. We're hip deep in a pot of boiling water but the only available place to jump is 
into a frying pan. In other words we've suddenly realized we're in a severe predicament, a 
major quandary, in deep doo doo, and the alternatives are as bad or worse than the 
predicament itself. If you've never been there, just wait awhile. Today we read about such 
an account in the OT...
!
! B. Here's a little background before we wade into the text. The original twelve 
tribes of Israel had split into two nations. The northern kingdom, Israel, was comprised of 
ten tribes with Samaria as their capital; Judah & Benjamin comprised the southern 
kingdom of Judah with Jerusalem their capital. Today's story takes place in Israel, i.e. 
Samaria, which is under Syrian siege. Joram, king of Israel, is a bad king. He's the son of 
Ahab & Jezebel. God's prophet is Elisha who succeeded Elijah, and he's tough as nails. 
Other key figures in this story are a dumb captain, 4 wise lepers, and a starving people.
 
! C. 2 Kings 6:24-33 (ESV) says: 24 Afterward Ben-hadad king of Syria (Aram) mustered 
his entire army and went up and besieged Samaria. 25 And there was a great famine in 
Samaria, as they besieged it, until a donkey's head was sold for eighty shekels of silver, (2 
pounds) and the fourth part of a kab (½ liter or pint) of dove's dung for five shekels of silver. 
(So what are you having for lunch after church today?) 26 Now as the king of Israel was 
passing by on the wall, a woman cried out to him, saying, “Help, my lord, O king!” 27 And he 
said, “If the LORD will not help you, how shall I help you? From the threshing floor, or from the 
winepress?” (Smart aleck answer but wait for her question!) 28 And the king asked her, 
“What is your trouble?” She answered, “This woman said to me, ‘Give your son, that we may eat 
him today, and we will eat my son tomorrow.’ (Rated R for revolting!) 29 So we boiled my son 
and ate him. And on the next day I said to her, ‘Give your son, that we may eat him.’ But she has 
hidden her son.” (Cannibalism was a curse promised in the OT law.) 30 When the king heard 
the words of the woman, he tore his clothes--now he was passing by on the wall--and the 
people looked, and behold, he had sackcloth beneath on his body-- 31 and he said, “May God 
do so to me and more also, if the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat remains on his shoulders 
today.” (In blaming Elisha, Joram's really blaming God. Instead of acknowledging Israel's 
rebellion and idolatry, he plays the blame game! The idolatry Joram promoted and 
proudly displayed is the root cause of God's judgment.) 32 Elisha was sitting in his house, 
and the elders were sitting with him. (Sitting with Elisha but not with the king was a wise 
decision by the elders!) Now the king had dispatched a man from his presence, but before the 
messenger arrived Elisha said to the elders, “Do you see how this murderer has sent to take off 
my head? Look, when the messenger comes, shut the door and hold the door fast against him. 
Is not the sound of his master's feet behind him?” 33 And while he was still speaking with them, 
the messenger came down to him and said, “This trouble is from the LORD! Why should I wait 
for the LORD any longer?” (Joram's an angry, arrogant, unrepentant leader. He merely 
feigns contrition, blaming others for actions he caused. The fact that God doesn't smite 
him then and there is mercy on top of mercy! Let's go on to Chapter 7...)

! D. 2 Kings 7:1-20 (ESV) continues the story: 1 But Elisha said, “Hear the word of the 
LORD: thus says the LORD, Tomorrow about this time a seah of fine flour shall be sold for a 



shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, at the gate of Samaria.” 2 Then the captain on 
whose hand the king leaned said to the man of God, “If the LORD Himself should make windows 
in heaven, could this thing be?” (So the dumbest guy in the room calls the wisest guy in the 
room a fool and and by extension calls God a liar.) But he said, “You shall see it with your 
own eyes, but you shall not eat of it.” 3 Now there were four men who were lepers at the 
entrance to the gate. (Lepers were social outcasts, contagious due to their disease and 
unclean according to the Law--the lowest of the lowly! But these four guys were pretty 
wise.)  And they said to one another, “Why are we sitting here until we die? 4 If we say, ‘Let us 
enter the city,’ the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. And if we sit here, we die also. So 
now come, let us go over to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare our lives we shall live, and if 
they kill us we shall but die.” (Here's their trilemma: Die, Die, or maybe Live or Die.) 5 So 
they arose at twilight to go to the camp of the Syrians. But when they came to the edge of the 
camp of the Syrians, behold, there was no one there. 6 For the Lord had made the army of the 
Syrians hear the sound of chariots and of horses, the sound of a great army, so that they said to 
one another, “Behold, the king of Israel has hired against us the kings of the Hittites and the 
kings of Egypt to come against us.” 7 So they fled away in the twilight and abandoned their 
tents, their horses, and their donkeys, leaving the camp as it was, and fled for their lives. 8 And 
when these lepers came to the edge of the camp, they went into a tent and ate and drank, 
(Steaks were still simmering on the grill! Meanwhile back in the city they're nibbling on 
donkey brains and pigeon poop nuggets!) and they carried off silver and gold and clothing 
and went and hid them. Then they came back and entered another tent and carried off things 
from it and went and hid them. 9 Then they said to one another, “We are not doing right. This 
day is a day of good news. If we are silent and wait until the morning light, punishment will 
overtake us. Now therefore come; let us go and tell the king's household.” 10 So they came and 
called to the gatekeepers of the city and told them, “We came to the camp of the Syrians, and 
behold, there was no one to be seen or heard there, nothing but the horses tied and the 
donkeys tied and the tents as they were.” 11 Then the gatekeepers called out, and it was told 
within the king's household. 12 And the king rose in the night and said to his servants, “I will tell 
you what the Syrians have done to us. They know that we are hungry. Therefore they have gone 
out of the camp to hide themselves in the open country, thinking, ‘When they come out of the 
city, we shall take them alive and get into the city.’” (So let's doubt God a little bit more! Let's 
reject what God said through Elisha!) 13 And one of his servants said, “Let some men take 
five of the remaining horses, seeing that those who are left here will fare like the whole multitude 
of Israel who have already perished. Let us send and see.” 14 So they took two horsemen, and 
the king sent them after the army of the Syrians, saying, “Go and see.” 15 So they went after 
them as far as the Jordan, and behold, all the way was littered with garments and equipment 
that the Syrians had thrown away in their haste. And the messengers returned and told the king. 
16 Then the people went out and plundered the camp of the Syrians. So a seah of fine flour was 
sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the LORD. 
17 Now the king had appointed the captain on whose hand he leaned to have charge of the 
gate. And the people trampled him in the gate, so that he died, as the man of God had said 
when the king came down to him. 18 For when the man of God had said to the king, “Two seahs 
of barley shall be sold for a shekel, and a seah of fine flour for a shekel, about this time 
tomorrow in the gate of Samaria,” 19 the captain had answered the man of God, “If the LORD 
Himself should make windows in heaven, could such a thing be?” And he had said, “You shall 
see it with your own eyes, but you shall not eat of it.” 20 And so it happened to him, for the 
people trampled him in the gate and he died.
"
" E. So here are some questions to ponder...



! ! 1) How many people do we know who are living a "Die, Die, or maybe live 
or die" existence, spiritually? Who are the starving souls in our respective spheres? Who 
are the desperate ones? Who are the social outcasts in our world 'round about us? 

! ! 2) And what were our stations in life before we met Jesus? What did our 
futures hold? And once we met Him, when the Gospel came alive for us, didn't it seem 
too good to be true?! And after we first hoarded the inexpressible joy to ourselves didn't 
we at some point say to ourselves, 'This is a day of Good News but not just for us, for a 
whole bunch of others as well?!' If not, should we not have?!

! ! 3) Jesus taught us the two Greats: If the Great Commandment is to love 
God with all our being and others as ourselves; and if the Great Commission is to tell 
others about Jesus so they can become His disciples too; doesn't it stand to reason that 
we can't keep one of the Greats without also keeping the other also? Doesn't love compel 
us to tell? Isn't telling the natural outflow of loving? The truth is just like those lepers 
said, 'if we're not sharing this Good News we just ain't doing right!'

# F. Romans 10:14-15 (NLT) says it best: 14 But how can they call on Him to save them 
unless they believe in Him? And how can they believe in Him if they have never heard about 
Him? And how can they hear about Him unless someone tells them? 15 And how will anyone go 
and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, (Isaiah 52:7) “How beautiful 
are the feet of messengers who bring good news!” (How can we better become a church full 
of messengers with beautiful feet?)

! G. The Gospel is this: John 3:16; 2 Corinthians 5:21... (It's for you! And also for 
others! We don't really love people we aren't willing to share this Good News with!)

! H. Charles Spurgeon said: “Never lose heart in the power of the gospel. Do not believe 
that there exists any man, much less any race of men, for whom the gospel is not fitted.”

! I. That late great preacher was right which means the Gospel is most certainly 
fitted for you; but it's also fitted for those you dearly love, not to mention neighbors, 
strangers, and even enemies! Lord help us own this Good News personally and likewise 
help us share it generously with others!

* Close with Prayer...

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

2 Kings 6:24-33 (ESV)
24  Afterward Ben-hadad king of Syria mustered his entire army and went up  and 
besieged Samaria. 25 And there was a great famine in Samaria, as they besieged it, 
until a donkey's head was sold for eighty shekels of silver, and the fourth part of a kab of 
dove's dung for five shekels of silver. 26 Now as the king of Israel was passing by on 
the wall, a woman cried out to him, saying, “Help, my lord, O king!” 27 And he said, “If 
the LORD will not help  you, how shall I help you? From the threshing floor, or from the 



winepress?” 28 And the king asked her, “What is your trouble?” She answered, “This 
woman said to me, ‘Give your son, that we may eat him today, and we will eat my son 
tomorrow.’ 29 So we boiled my son and ate him. And on the next day  I said to her, ‘Give 
your son, that we may eat him.’ But she has hidden her son.” 30 When the king heard 
the words of the woman, he tore his clothes--now he was passing by on the wall--and 
the people looked, and behold, he had sackcloth beneath on his body— 31 and he said, 
“May God do so to me and more also, if the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat remains 
on his shoulders today.” 32 Elisha was sitting in his house, and the elders were sitting 
with him. Now the king had dispatched a man from his presence, but before the 
messenger arrived Elisha said to the elders, “Do you see how this murderer has sent to 
take off my head? Look, when the messenger comes, shut the door and hold the door 
fast against him. Is not the sound of his master's feet behind him?” 33 And while he was 
still speaking with them, the messenger came down to him and said, “This trouble is 
from the LORD! Why should I wait for the LORD any longer?”

2 Kings 7:1-20 (ESV)
1 But Elisha said, “Hear the word of the LORD: thus says the LORD, Tomorrow about 
this time a seah of fine flour shall be sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a 
shekel, at the gate of Samaria.” 2 Then the captain on whose hand the king leaned said 
to the man of God, “If the LORD Himself should make windows in heaven, could this 
thing be?” But he said, “You shall see it with your own eyes, but you shall not eat of it.” 
3 Now there were four men who were lepers at the entrance to the gate. And they said 
to one another, “Why are we sitting here until we die? 4 If we say, ‘Let us enter the city,’ 
the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. And if we sit here, we die also. So now 
come, let us go over to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare our lives we shall live, and 
if they kill us we shall but die.” 5 So they arose at twilight to go to the camp of the 
Syrians. But when they came to the edge of the camp of the Syrians, behold, there was 
no one there. 6  For the Lord had made the army of the Syrians hear the sound of 
chariots and of horses, the sound of a great army, so that they said to one another, 
“Behold, the king of Israel has hired against us the kings of the Hittites and the kings of 
Egypt to come against us.” 7 So they fled away in the twilight and abandoned their 
tents, their horses, and their donkeys, leaving the camp  as it was, and fled for their 
lives. 8 And when these lepers came to the edge of the camp, they went into a tent and 
ate and drank, and they carried off silver and gold and clothing and went and hid them. 
Then they came back and entered another tent and carried off things from it and went 
and hid them. 9 Then they said to one another, “We are not doing right. This day is a 
day of good news. If we are silent and wait until the morning light, punishment will 
overtake us. Now therefore come; let us go and tell the king's household.” 10 So they 
came and called to the gatekeepers of the city and told them, “We came to the camp  of 
the Syrians, and behold, there was no one to be seen or heard there, nothing but the 
horses tied and the donkeys tied and the tents as they were.” 11 Then the gatekeepers 
called out, and it was told within the king's household. 12 And the king rose in the night 
and said to his servants, “I will tell you what the Syrians have done to us. They know 
that we are hungry. Therefore they have gone out of the camp to hide themselves in the 
open country, thinking, ‘When they come out of the city, we shall take them alive and get 
into the city.’” 13 And one of his servants said, “Let some men take five of the remaining 



horses, seeing that those who are left here will fare like the whole multitude of Israel 
who have already perished. Let us send and see.” 14 So they took two horsemen, and 
the king sent them after the army of the Syrians, saying, “Go and see.” 15 So they went 
after them as far as the Jordan, and behold, all the way  was littered with garments and 
equipment that the Syrians had thrown away in their haste. And the messengers 
returned and told the king. 16 Then the people went out and plundered the camp of the 
Syrians. So a seah of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a 
shekel, according to the word of the LORD. 17 Now the king had appointed the captain 
on whose hand he leaned to have charge of the gate. And the people trampled him in 
the gate, so that he died, as the man of God had said when the king came down to him. 
18 For when the man of God had said to the king, “Two seahs of barley shall be sold for 
a shekel, and a seah of fine flour for a shekel, about this time tomorrow in the gate of 
Samaria,” 19  the captain had answered the man of God, “If the LORD Himself should 
make windows in heaven, could such a thing be?” And he had said, “You shall see it 
with your own eyes, but you shall not eat of it.” 20 And so it happened to him, for the 
people trampled him in the gate and he died.

Romans 10:14-15 (NLT)14 But how can they call on Him to save them unless they 
believe in Him? And how can they believe in Him if they have never heard about Him? 
And how can they  hear about Him unless someone tells them? 15 And how will anyone 
go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are 
the feet of messengers who bring good news!”

Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon
“Never lose heart in the power of the gospel. Do not believe that there exists any man, 
much less any race of men, for whom the gospel is not fitted.”

Bonus Goodies

What is the Gospel? - R.C. Sproul (Ligonier Ministries)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWizZ53RFVw 

Spread the Good News - John Piper
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAy0EjR5-2w

The Necessity of Proclaiming the Good News - Kevin DeYoung
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_WwASvtk00

How to Share the Gospel in 90 Seconds - Travis Cunningham
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3c7ay8Pp2Pw

What is the Gospel? - Southern Seminary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5kJRX2JYS0

"Sweet Song of Salvation" - Larry Norman (Live Piano Version)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZnDJGx5LpQ



More Verses, Quotes, Excerpts, & Extras

Leviticus 26:27-30 (ESV)
27 But if in spite of this you will not listen to Me, but walk contrary to Me, 28 then I will 
walk contrary to you in fury, and I Myself will discipline you sevenfold for your sins. 
29 You shall eat the flesh of your sons, and you shall eat the flesh of your daughters.
30 And I will destroy your high places and cut down your incense altars and cast your 
dead bodies upon the dead bodies of your idols, and My soul will abhor you.

Deuteronomy 28:52-59 (NIV)
52 They will lay siege to all the cities throughout your land until the high fortified walls in 
which you trust fall down. They will besiege all the cities throughout the land the LORD 
your God is giving you. 53 Because of the suffering your enemy will inflict on you during 
the siege, you will eat the fruit of the womb, the flesh of the sons and daughters the 
LORD your God has given you. 54 Even the most gentle and sensitive man among you 
will have no compassion on his own brother or the wife he loves or his surviving 
children, 55 and he will not give to one of them any of the flesh of his children that he is 
eating. It will be all he has left because of the suffering your enemy will inflict on you 
during the siege of all your cities. 56 The most gentle and sensitive woman among you--
so sensitive and gentle that she would not venture to touch the ground with the sole of 
her foot--will begrudge the husband she loves and her own son or daughter 57  the 
afterbirth from her womb  and the children she bears. For in her dire need she intends to 
eat them secretly because of the suffering your enemy will inflict on you during the siege 
of your cities.

Isaiah 52:7 (NASB)
How lovely on the mountains
Are the feet of him who brings good news,
Who announces peace
And brings good news of happiness,
Who announces salvation,
And says to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 (ESV)
1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the 
word I preached to you--unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 4 that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures...

Quote by Charles Spurgeon



“The hearing of the gospel involves the hearer in responsibility. It is a great privilege to 
hear the gospel. You may smile and think there is nothing very great in it. The damned 
in hell know. Oh, what would they  give if they could hear the gospel now? If they could 
come back and entertain but the shadow of a hope that they might escape from the 
wrath to come? The saved in heaven estimate this privilege at a high rate, for, having 
obtained salvation through the preaching of this gospel, they can never cease to bless 
their God for calling them by his word of truth. O that you knew it! On your dying beds 
the listening to a gospel sermon will seem another thing than it seems now.” 

Quote by Matt Chandler
“The place the Gospel holds out for us is where God’s kindness and severity meet.  This 
place is called the Cross, and it is where grace and wrath intersect.  It is this place of 
shame and victory that God, in the form of the man Jesus of Nazareth, the long-
expected Messiah, offered in His death the blood atonement necessary  to satisfy God’s 
justice and secure our salvation.” 

Quote by Jerry Noble
"Religion is man-made; the Gospel is God-given. Religion is what man does for God; 
the Gospel is what God does for man. Religion is good views; the Gospel is good news. 
Religion ends in outer reformation; the Gospel ends in inner transformation. Religion 
often becomes a farce; the Gospel is always a force--the power of God unto salvation."
- Evangel, June 27, 1977, p13.

Quote by Dr. Martin Lloyd-Jones
"The glory of the gospel is that when the Church is absolutely different from the world, 
she invariably  attracts it. It is then that the world is made to listen to her message, 
though it may hate it at first."

Quote by D. Elton Trueblood
"Evangelism is not a professional job for a few trained men, but is instead the 
unrelenting responsibility of every person who belongs to the company of Jesus."

Quote by Rebecca Manley Pippert
"When God is seeking a person, he will not allow my fear, my feeling of intimidation or 
my lack of knowledge or experience to prevent that person from finding Him."

Mary Reed - Ministry to Lepers
Almost every age has had its social outcasts, people barred from normal society 
whether through physical illness or national origin. One person who stepped across 
these barriers in India was pioneer missionary Mary Reed. Already working in India, 
Mary visited a leper colony and was deeply moved by the people's plight. Later Mary 
contracted leprosy herself and went to work with the lepers, eager to tell them that she 
knew firsthand their pain and trauma. She became head of the leper colony she had 
visited, and in the years following many were saved and a church built. Mary retired at 
the age of eighty-four after many years of faithful service to these social outcasts. 
- Today in the Word, January, 1990, p. 24.



Who Was Elisha in the Bible?
By S. Michael Houdmann
https://www.gotquestions.org/life-Elisha.html

Question: Who was Elisha in the Bible?

Answer: Elisha, whose name means "God is salvation," was the successor of Elijah in 
the office of the prophet in Israel (1 Kings 19:16, 19–21; 2 Kings 5:8). He was called to 
follow Elijah in 1 Kings 19:19, and he spent the next several years as the prophet’s 
protégé, until Elijah was taken into heaven. At that time, Elisha began his ministry, which 
lasted about 60 years, spanning the reigns of kings Jehoram, Jehu, Jehoahaz, and 
Joash.

The initial call of Elisha is instructive. After a mighty display of God’s power against the 
prophets of Baal and a return of the rain after a long drought, Queen Jezebel sought 
Elijah’s life. Afraid, the prophet fled. He was refreshed by an angel and prepared for a 
forty-day journey to Mount Horeb. There, Elijah confessed that he believed himself to be 
the only faithful prophet remaining. God told Elijah to go back home, anoint Hazael king 
of Aram, Jehu king of Israel, and Elisha to succeed him as prophet. God said, "Jehu will 
put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who 
escape the sword of Jehu" (1 Kings 19:17). He also reassured Elijah that there were 
7,000 remaining who had not bowed to Baal. 

Elijah obeyed God’s word and found Elisha, who was plowing with a pair of oxen at the 
time. Elijah put his cloak around Elisha—a sign that Elijah’s responsibilities would fall on 
Elisha, and Elisha left his oxen and ran after the prophet. Elisha asked only to say 
goodbye to his family and then would return to Elijah. Elisha went back, slaughtered his 
oxen and burnt his equipment, gave the meat to the people, then followed Elijah as his 
servant. Elisha responded to the call immediately. He completely removed himself from 
his former life—essentially hosting a celebration and leaving himself no option to return 
to his oxen. Not only did Elisha leave his former life, he became a servant in his new life 
(1 Kings 19:21). 

Elisha seemed to love Elijah like he would a father. He refused to leave Elijah before 
Elijah was taken into heaven, despite Elijah’s telling Elisha to remain behind. Elijah 
permitted Elisha to stay with him, and he asked what he could do for his protégé before 
he left. Elisha requested a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. This was not a greedy 
request but rather one indicating that Elisha wanted to be considered as Elijah’s son. 
Elijah told Elisha that, if he saw Elijah when he was taken, then the double portion 
would be Elisha’s. Elisha did, indeed, see the chariot of fire and horses of fire that 
separated the men, and he saw Elijah taken to heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha picked up 
Elijah’s cloak and walked to the Jordan River. Elisha struck the water with the cloak, and 
it divided, just as it had done for Elijah. The other prophets who witnessed this 
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recognized that Elijah’s spirit now rested on Elisha. As God had decreed, Elisha would 
now be His prophet to the people (2 Kings 2:1–18). 

As God had told Elijah on the mountain, it was during Elisha’s ministry that organized 
Baal worship  was eradicated (2 Kings 10:28). In his ministry Elisha traveled widely and 
served as an adviser to kings, a companion of the common people, and a friend of both 
Israelites and foreigners.

There are many well-known accounts of Elisha’s service as prophet. He healed the 
waters of Jericho (2 Kings 2:19–21) and was jeered by youths upon whom he called a 
curse resulting in their death by  mauling bears (2 Kings 2:23–25). He multiplied a 
widow’s oil (2 Kings 4:1–7). He prophesied a son for a wealthy Shunammite family who 
hosted him and later resurrected that same son (2 Kings 4:8–37). Elisha also removed 
poison from a pot of stew (2 Kings 4:38–41) and multiplied twenty barley loaves to feed 
one hundred men (2 Kings 4:42–44). He cured Naaman of leprosy (2 Kings 5) and 
made a borrowed ax head float (2 Kings 6:1–7). The miracles Elisha performed are, for 
the most part, acts of helpfulness and blessing. Others strongly resemble some of the 
miracles of Christ, such as the multiplying of food (Matthew 16:9–10) and the healing of 
lepers (Luke 17:11–19). 

Elisha offered counsel to the king of Israel. One incident tells of Elisha warning the king 
about the king of Aram’s movements. When the king of Aram found out it was Elisha 
foiling his plans, he sought to capture the prophet. When Elisha’s servant, Gehazi, saw 
the Arameans that had come against them, he was afraid. But Elisha told him not to be 
afraid because "those who are with us are more than those who are with them.' And 
Elisha prayed, 'Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.' Then the Lord opened the 
servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all 
around Elisha" (2 Kings 6:16–17). One cannot help  but recall how Elisha had seen 
similar chariots of fire when Elijah was taken to heaven. Elisha then prayed for the 
Arameans to be struck with blindness. Elisha led them to Samaria, the capital of Israel, 
before asking the Lord to open their eyes. The king of Israel wondered if he should kill 
the captives, but Elisha counseled him to prepare food for them instead. When they 
were finished with the feast, the Arameans returned to their master, and Aram ceased 
raiding Israel. Elisha also prophesied other events of national and international 
importance regarding Israel and Syria. 

King Jehoash, or Joash, was reigning at the time of Elisha’s death. The king visited 
Elisha while the prophet was ill and wept over him. Elisha instructed Jehoash to get a 
bow and arrows and shoot them out the window. When Jehoash did so, Elisha told him 
this was God’s arrow of victory over Aram. Elisha then told the king to strike the ground 
with the arrows, but Jehoash stopped after only three times. Elisha was angered. Had 
Jehoash struck the ground five or six times, he would have completely destroyed Aram 
but would now only defeat them three times (2 Kings 13:14–19). 

Of Elisha’s death, 2 Kings 13:20 simply says, "Elisha died and was buried." But the 
passage goes on to talk about Moabite raiders who came to Israel every spring: "Once 
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while some Israelites were burying a man, suddenly  they saw a band of raiders; so they 
threw the man’s body into Elisha’s tomb. When the body touched Elisha’s bones, the 
man came to life and stood up on his feet" (2 Kings 13:21). It seems that God chose to 
demonstrate His power through the prophet even after his death. 

Jesus spoke of Elisha in Luke 4:27. The people had rejected Jesus in Nazareth and He 
told them that "no prophet is accepted in his hometown" (Luke 4:24). Jesus said there 
were many lepers in Israel in Elisha’s time, yet only Naaman, a Syrian, was cured.

A study of the life of Elisha will reveal the prophet’s humility (2 Kings 2:9; 3:11), his 
obvious love for the people of Israel (2 Kings 8:11—12), and his faithfulness in a lifelong 
ministry. Elisha was obedient to God’s call, following Elijah eagerly and faithfully. Elisha 
clearly  believed God and trusted Him. Elisha sought after God, and through him God 
worked powerfully.
- While he is not the author of every article on GotQuestions.org, for citation purposes, you may reference 
our CEO, S. Michael Houdmann.

Who Was King Jehoram/Joram in the Bible?
By S. Michael Houdmann
https://www.gotquestions.org/King-Jehoram-Joram.html

Question: Who was King Jehoram / Joram in the Bible?

Answer: There are two kings in the Bible referred to as King Jehoram/Joram. The first 
was the son of King Jehoshaphat, and he ruled in the southern kingdom of Judah from 
853 to 841 BC. The other King Jehoram was the son of the wicked King Ahab, and he 
ruled in the northern kingdom of Israel from 852 to 841 BC. The name Joram is a 
shortened form of Jehoram. Complicating matters is the fact that both Jehorams were 
brothers-in-law to each other.

Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat was 32 years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
for four years with his father and another eight years on his own in Judah (2 Kings 8:16–
17)—a total of twelve years. Although Jehoshaphat had been a good and godly king, 
Jehoram did not follow in his father’s footsteps. He married Athaliah, daughter of King 
Ahab (and sister of Ahab’s son Joram), and he became an evil ruler. But, in spite of King 
Jehoram’s wickedness, God kept His covenant with David and refrained from destroying 
Judah (2 Kings 8:19).

Sadly, God’s mercy had no effect on Jehoram’s behavior. He led his kingdom into 
idolatry  and lewdness, and he caused both Edom and Libnah to revolt against Judah (2 
Chronicles 21:8, 11). So God sent word through the prophet Elijah that, because 
Jehoram had led the people into sin, there would be a devastating attack on Jehoram’s 
house and Jehoram himself would be struck with an incurable bowel disease (verses 
14–15). As part of God’s judgment, the Philistines and Arabs “attacked Judah, invaded it 
and carried off all the goods found in the king’s palace, together with his sons and 
wives. Not a son was left to him except Ahaziah, the youngest” (verse 17). The disease 
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killed Jehoram in a gruesome and agonizing manner at the age of 40. The people did 
not mourn this wicked king (verses 18–20).

The other Jehoram (or Joram), son of Ahab, took the throne of Israel in the second year 
of his brother-in-law’s reign in Judah, and he was just as corrupt. He certainly had a 
poor example in his father. Ahab had turned the people to idolatry, leading them away 
from the true God of their fathers to the worship  of his wife Jezebel’s god, Baal. Ahab 
had famously  clashed with the Elijah on many occasions, and his wicked rule had led to 
God’s punishment over the whole land in the form of a years-long drought. The 
consequences of Ahab’s choices carried into his son’s reign. Ahab had previously taken 
control of Moab  and forced the people to pay tribute, but, when Joram took the throne, 
Moab rebelled, forcing Joram into war (2 Kings 3:4–5).

King Joram called for help in the battle from King Jehoshaphat of Judah and the king of 
Edom, and the combined armies set out on a march through the wilderness toward 
Moab (2 Kings 3:8). Along the way, they ran out of water. Jehoshaphat made inquiries 
and discovered that Elisha, a prophet of God and Elijah’s successor, was nearby. Elisha 
was brought before the kings, and Joram asked for help  from God. Elisha wanted to 
refuse Joram, but he agreed to help for Jehoshaphat’s sake (verse 14). Through God’s 
power, Elisha filled a dry stream bed with water for the troops, and he also promised 
that God would deliver Moab into their hands (verses 15–18). The prophecy came true, 
and Moab fled before Israel (verses 20–27).

In spite of this miracle and the victories in subsequent battles God granted, King Joram 
continued in his evil ways. Although he had brought Baal worship to an end in Israel, “he 
clung to the sins of Jeroboam” (2 Kings 3:3), and his demise was sure. Joram was 
injured in a battle with the Arameans (2 Kings 9:15). God charged Jehoshaphat’s son 
Jehu to destroy the entire house of Ahab (2 Kings 9:6–10). Jehu obeyed, and, after 
confronting Joram, he shot Joram between the shoulders with an arrow (verse 24). 
Unfortunately, Jehu stopped obeying God after he had wiped out Ahab’s family. King 
Jehu became yet another deficient ruler who continued leading the people of Israel into 
sin (verse 31).
- While he is not the author of every article on GotQuestions.org, for citation purposes, you may reference 
our CEO, S. Michael Houdmann.
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