
WE AIN'T SEEN NOTHING YET!

I. Isaiah 46:3-4  Jeremiah 29:10-14  1 Corinthians 3:5-9  Hebrews 12:22-24

 ! A. Mark & Donna shared a birthday card with me this past December and it said 
something like: "We have always been friends and we'll be friends until we're really old; and 
then we'll be new friends." :-)  (It's definitely a keeper...)

! B. Isaiah 46:3-4 (VOICE) is God's Word to His wearied children: 3 Listen, you who 
count yourselves among Jacob’s descendants, all the remnant of Israel. It is you, not I, who 
have been carried from before you were born. Indeed, when you were still in the womb, I was 
taking care of you. 4 And when you are old, I will still be there, carrying you. When your limbs 
grow tired, your eyes are weak, and your hair a silvery gray, I will carry you as I always have. I 
will carry you and save you. (May God continue to carry us too!)

! C. When Judah continued to sin, pursue idol worship, and forsake God, they were 
conquered by the Babylonians and sent into exile. Even though God ordained their 
captivity, He also promised to rescue them. Jeremiah 29:10-14 (ESV) is a picture of God's 
heart towards those in exile: 10 For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed 
for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you My promise and bring you back to this place. 
11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will 
hear you. 13 You will seek Me and find Me, when you seek Me with all your heart. 14 I will be 
found by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the 
nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the LORD, and I will bring you back 
to the place from which I sent you into exile.

! D. The Apostle Peter alluded to our time here on the earth as a time of exile. Many 
of us have it so good in this country that we might think Paradise has already arrived. 
But despite how blessed we truly are, if you watch the news and see all the national and 
worldwide upheaval, you'll soon realize Peter's perspective was the better one. Our work 
here is preparing us for there before it's ultimately back here once again. C.S. Lewis said: 
“If I discover within myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most 
probable explanation is that I was made for another world." As for new bodies that will 
someday occupy the New Heaven & Earth, I love what John Wesley said: "This earthly 
body is slow and heavy in all its motions, listless and soon tired with action. But our heavenly 
bodies shall be as fire; as active and as nimble as our thoughts are."

! E. Since early May, Janet and I have been trying to rehab bare spots in our yard by 
planting grass seed. Thus far we've used four different kinds of seed with varying 
results. Some spots we've had to replant several times while other spots are flourishing. 
Unless there's problems with the seed, the soil condition is most likely the problem. 
Perhaps there's a parable in here somewhere... But let's talk about seeds...

! ! 1) Seeds are an amazing part of God's creation. An organization called 
Seed Savers Exchange was formed in Iowa in 1975. They seek to preserve heirloom 
seeds passed down through generations. Some of these predate Colonial times.



! ! 2) Not too many years ago archeologists excavating an English medieval  
monastery discovered seeds dating back to the 1500s. King Henry VIII shuttered the 
habitat of these monks 500 years ago but the seeds from their herb gardens, when sown 
in fertile soil, sprouted forth and grew. 500 year old seeds!

! ! 3) Asian Lotus plants bloom from seeds that are over 1300 years old!

! ! 4) But listen to this story: Date seeds found at the ancient fortress of 
Masada in Israel date back 2000 years! Masada fell to the Romans in 73 AD. Discovered 
in 2005, these date seeds have been carefully sown, cultivating multiple trees which are 
now bearing fruit. And these dates were long thought to be extinct! (Read your notes and 
watch the video clips to learn more about this extraordinary discovery.)

! F. When I think of our 35 years together as a church, the one thing we've always 
sought to do is sow good seeds. Seeds from God's Word, Kingdom seeds, Gospel seeds. 
During our Prayer Meetings, and in my personal devotional times, we continue asking 
God to cause the seeds we've sown to germinate--to sprout forth, sink roots, blossom, 
and bear fruit for the honor and glory of His name. I've asked that this happen even if 
we're not around to see it. Some of those seeds have been sown in your children & 
grandchildren. Let's see what our Lord will do!

! G. 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 (NLT) was written to a teetering church close to fracture. 
They'd shifted their focus off of Christ and onto personalities. Paul writes like a farmer: 
5 After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God’s servants through whom you 
believed the Good News. Each of us did the work the Lord gave us. 6 I planted the seed in your 
hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God who made it grow. 7 It’s not important who does 
the planting, or who does the watering. What’s important is that God makes the seed grow. 
8 The one who plants and the one who waters work together with the same purpose. And both 
will be rewarded for their own hard work. 9 For we are both God’s workers. And you are God’s 
field. You are God’s building.

" H. What God has in store for us down the road, only He really knows. We know the 
time for passing batons is coming. Joshua followed Moses. Elisha followed Elijah. 
Timothy followed Paul, and so forth. When we consider Elijah passing his mantle on to 
Elisha, two who differed in age and backgrounds, both were in sync with God. Following 
God's call, Elisha lit his plows ablaze and sacrificed his oxen on the fire. "No turning 
back, no turning back." Elijah gave every 'out' there was to Elisha but he was persistent, 
sold out to God. Together the two visited all the schools of the prophets who all knew 
something was up and so they waited upon the Lord. Then coming to the Jordan, Elijah 
rolled up his mantle, touched the water, and it parted. God's chariots of fire then came to 
escort the elder prophet Home. Elijah's mantle, having fallen to the ground, was picked 
up by Elisha. He rolled it up and touched the Jordan which once again parted. And the 
work of God continued unimpeded. (We're already praying for our Elishas to come...)

! I. So what are we a part of here in this little church? Are we a part of something 
bigger than what we might imagine or are we aimlessly stumbling down a dead end 
road? Are we a self-help kinda church or a name-it-and-claim-it kinda church or a woe is 
me church full of victims or a strict legalistic body of believers that values law over grace 
or a free wheeling kinda church that winks at immorality and embraces whatever 



shameless activity our culture heartily approves? So what are we? What are we a part 
of? What have we come to? Hebrews 12:22-24 (NLT) tells us straight up: 22 No, you have 
come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to countless 
thousands of angels in a joyful gathering. 23 You have come to the assembly of God’s firstborn 
children, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God Himself, who is the judge 
over all things. You have come to the spirits of the righteous ones in heaven who have now 
been made perfect. 24 You have come to Jesus, the One who mediates the new covenant 
between God and people, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks of forgiveness instead of 
crying out for vengeance like the blood of Abel. (Yay and Amen!)

! J. So we are a part of something Bigger, something magnificent and glorious and 
eternal! And we ain't seen nothing yet!

* Close with Prayer...

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff
 
Isaiah 46:3-4 (VOICE) 
3 Listen, you who count yourselves among Jacob’s descendants, all the remnant of 
Israel. It is you, not I, who have been carried from before you were born. Indeed, when 
you were still in the womb, I was taking care of you. 4 And when you are old, I will still 
be there, carrying you. When your limbs grow tired, your eyes are weak, and your hair a 
silvery gray, I will carry you as I always have. I will carry you and save you.

Jeremiah 29:10-14 (ESV)
10 For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit 
you, and I will fulfill to you My promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For I know 
the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and come and pray  to Me, and I 
will hear you. 13 You will seek Me and find Me, when you seek Me with all your heart. 
14 I will be found by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather 
you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the LORD, 
and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.

1 Corinthians 3:5-9 (NLT)
5 After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God’s servants through whom you 
believed the Good News. Each of us did the work the Lord gave us. 6 I planted the seed 
in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God who made it grow. 7  It’s not 
important who does the planting, or who does the watering. What’s important is that 
God makes the seed grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters work together 
with the same purpose. And both will be rewarded for their own hard work. 9 For we are 
both God’s workers. And you are God’s field. You are God’s building.

Hebrews 12:22-24 (NLT)
22  No, you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to countless thousands of angels in a joyful gathering. 23 You have 
come to the assembly  of God’s firstborn children, whose names are written in heaven. 



You have come to God Himself, who is the judge over all things. You have come to the 
spirits of the righteous ones in heaven who have now been made perfect. 24 You have 
come to Jesus, the One who mediates the new covenant between God and people, and 
to the sprinkled blood, which speaks of forgiveness instead of crying out for vengeance 
like the blood of Abel.

Quote by C.S. Lewis
“If I discover within myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the 
most probable explanation is that I was made for another world."

Quote by John Wesley
"This earthly body is slow and heavy in all its motions, listless and soon tired with action. 
But our heavenly bodies shall be as fire; as active and as nimble as our thoughts are."

MCC’s First Church Meeting

Our first church gathering was held the evening of Sunday, July  5, 1987 in our home 
(Steven & Janet Bush, 2710 Park Street, Millersport, Ohio).  We have determined that 
these first meetings should be centered around a time of prayer and open discussion 
concerning the endeavor of church planting.  We discussed demographics, culture, how 
needs might effectively  be met, our own tradition and how that tradition may need to be 
adjusted for the “small town” culture.

We also discussed the eventual move to the Millersport area by Mark and Donna 
Thogmartin; what their desires were concerning a home; Mark’s present role as head 
teacher at Covenant Christian School in Lancaster, Ohio; and what some of his vision 
was for Christian education.
!
We shared in full agreement our desire to support other churches and to support any 
ministries of these Bodies (such as the food and clothing outreach at Millersport United 
Methodist Church) which were already engaged in effective ministry.
!
We touched briefly on several other topics and then commenced to pray specifically for 
the above mentioned subjects.  We asked God to move sovereignly; to open doors; to 
bring together those who would share our vision; to bring to us or lead us to those He 
would have us minister to; to grant us continued wisdom and anointing for this work; 
and to enable us to build according to His model. 
!
We announced to any satanic forces, principalities, etc. our intentions to proceed and to 
resist them in body, mind, and word and deed.  We specifically addressed our foe in the 
realm of “hardness against change.”
!
We prayed for the Thogmartins and their current needs.
!
Mark Thogmartin prayed for me and particularly concerning my compounded schedule.  



!
We concluded with Mark suggesting we keep a journal because we each had a sense 
that something significant had just begun and such a record could eventually fortify  our 
faith and be a treasured document of our early and small beginnings.   
(Steve Bush- July 5, 1987)

Bonus Goodies

Israel Harvests Dates From 2,000 Year-Old Seeds - Linda Gradstein, VOA News
https://www.voanews.com/a/israel-harvests-dates-from-2000-year-old-seeds-/
6269266.html

2,000 Year Old Date Seeds in Israel Produce Fruit Seen in Biblical Times - CBN News
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3mMAvbcZf4

Elijah & Elisha - Rene Pfitzner (Animator, Comic Creator, & Church Pastor)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Faf-K4qe-W0

More Verses, Quotes, Excerpts, & Extras

Hebrews 12:18-29 (AMP)
18 For you have not come [as did the Israelites in the wilderness] to a mountain that can 
be touched and to a blazing fire, and to gloom and darkness and a raging windstorm, 
19 and to the blast of a trumpet and a sound of words [such that] those who heard it 
begged that nothing more be said to them. 20 For they could not bear the command, “If 
even a wild animal touches the mountain, it will be stoned [to death].” 21  In fact, so 
terrifying was the sight, that Moses said, “I am filled with fear and trembling.” 22 But you 
have come to Mount Zion and to the city  of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to myriads of angels [in festive gathering], 23  and to the general assembly  and 
assembly of the firstborn who are registered [as citizens] in heaven, and to God, who is 
Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous (the redeemed in heaven) who have been 
made perfect [bringing them to their final glory], 24 and to Jesus, the Mediator of a new 
covenant [uniting God and man], and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks [of mercy], a 
better and nobler and more gracious message than the blood of Abel [which cried out 
for vengeance]. 25 See to it that you do not refuse [to listen to] Him who is speaking [to 
you now]. For if those [sons of Israel] did not escape when they refused [to listen to] him 
who warned them on earth [revealing God’s will], how much less will we escape if we 
turn our backs on Him who warns from heaven? 26 His voice shook the earth [at Mount 
Sinai] then, but now He has given a promise, saying, “Yet once more I will shake not 
only the earth, but also the [starry] heaven.” 27 Now this [expression], “Yet once more,” 
indicates the removal and final transformation of all those things which can be shaken—
that is, of that which has been created—so that those things which cannot be shaken 
may remain. 28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us 
show gratitude, and offer to God pleasing service and acceptable worship  with 
reverence and awe; 29 for our God is [indeed] a consuming fire.



1 Kings 19:19-21 (ESV)
19 So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing 
with twelve yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by 
him and cast his cloak upon him. 20 And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, 
“Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” And he said to him, 
“Go back again, for what have I done to you?” 21 And he returned from following him 
and took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the yokes of 
the oxen and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went after Elijah 
and assisted him.

2 Kings 2:1-15 (ESV)
1 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for 
the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as 
you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 And the sons of 
the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that 
today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; 
keep quiet.” 4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to 
Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” 
So they came to Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to 
Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master 
from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 6 Then Elijah said to 
him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the 
LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 
7 Fifty  men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from 
them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled 
it up and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till 
the two of them could go over on dry  ground. 9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to 
Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, 
“Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 10 And he said, “You have 
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for 
you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” 11 And as they still went on and talked, 
behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up 
by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! 
The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. Then he took hold of 
his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 13 And he took up  the cloak of Elijah that 
had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then he 
took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, saying, “Where is 
the LORD, the God of Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 15 Now when the sons of the 
prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite them, they said, “The spirit of Elijah 
rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him and bowed to the ground before him.

Quote by C.S. Lewis



"Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and you get neither."

Quote by Christopher Love
"I had rather die a Covenant-keeper, than live a Covenant-breaker."

Quote by George Whitefield
"I was honored today with having a few stones, dirt, rotten eggs, and pieces of a dead 
cat thrown at me."

Quote by C.S. Lewis
“In friendship...we think we have chosen our peers. In reality a few years' difference in 
the dates of our births, a few more miles between certain houses, the choice of one 
university  instead of another...the accident of a topic being raised or not raised at a first 
meeting--any of these chances might have kept us apart. But, for a Christian, there are, 
strictly speaking no chances. A  secret Master of Ceremonies has been at work. Christ, 
who said to the disciples, "Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you," can truly 
say to every group of Christian friends, "Ye have not chosen one another but I have 
chosen you for one another." The friendship is not a reward for our discriminating and 
good taste in finding one another out. It is the instrument by which God reveals to each 
of us the beauties of others.”

Quote by William Still
"The pastor is called to feed the sheep, even if the sheep do not want to be fed. He is 
certainly  not to become an entertainer of goats. Let goats entertain goats, and let them 
do it out in goatland. You will certainly not turn goats into sheep by pandering to their 
goatishness." 

Tree Grown From Ancient Seed Found in Jewish Fortress
By Clara Moskowitz - Friday, June 13, 2008

Scientists have grown a tree from what may be the oldest seed ever germinated.

The new sapling was sprouted from a 2,000-year-old date palm excavated in Masada, 
the site of a cliff-side fortress in Israel where ancient Jews are said to have killed 
themselves to avoid capture by Roman invaders.

Dubbed the "Methuselah Tree" after the oldest person in the Bible, the new plant has 
been growing steadily, and after 26 months, the tree was nearly four feet (1.2 meters) 
tall.

The species of tree, called the Judean date, (Phoenix dactylifera L.), is now extinct in 
Israel, but researchers are hoping that by reviving the plant they may be able to study 
its medicinal uses.

"The medicinal plants from this region are very  important because they are historically 
mentioned in the Bible and the Koran," said Sarah Sallon, director of the Louis L. Borick 



Natural Medicine Research Center at the Hadassah Medical Organization in Jerusalem, 
which initiated the experiment to grow the tree as part of its Middle East Medicinal Plant 
Project.

"The Judean date was very valuable and very famous, not just as a source of food but 
as a source of medicine," Sallon said. "When I heard there were ancient seeds found in 
the archeological dig, I thought it would be interesting to see if we could try  to grow 
them."

Carbon dating of the seeds found at Masada revealed that they date from roughly the 
time of the ancient fortress' siege, in A.D. 73. The seeds were found in storage rooms, 
and appear to have been stockpiled for the Jews hiding out against the invading 
Romans.

"They were buried under mounds of debris on the top of the archaeological site of 
Masada," Sallon told LiveScience. "The Jews all committed suicide rather than give in to 
the Romans, and the Romans pretty much destroyed the site after that. It was more or 
less left for the next 2,000 years."

The seeds were excavated about 40 years ago, along with skeletons of those who died 
during the siege. Since then, the seeds had been languishing in a drawer until Sallon 
and her team decided to attempt to grow them anew.

They turned the project over to plant specialist Elaine Solowey at the Arava Institute of 
the Environment in Kibbutz Ketura, Israel.

She pretreated the seeds in fertilizers and hormone-rich solution, and then planted 
them. So far, Methuselah is the only one to sprout.

Though a few trees have been planted from seeds that are rumored to be older than the 
Masada ones, the Methuselah tree holds the record for the oldest directly-dated seed to 
be germinated.

Scientists determined its age from control seeds taken from the same batch, and from 
shell fragments from the sprouted seed itself.

Beyond being exciting as a piece of history literally come to life, Sallon said, the new 
date plant may hold the key to rediscovering ancient healing techniques.

"When we look at ancient sources and Hebrew texts, the dates were used for all kinds 
of things — pulmonary problems, tuberculosis, dysentery, cancer. We think of it today as 
just a food. But in fact the date wasn't just a food."

Copyright © 2008 Imaginova Corp. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed.



2,000-Year-Old Date Seed Grows in the Arava
By Ofri Ilani

The wind ruffles the leaves of the date sapling in its planter, and Dr. Elaine Soloway 
quickly  shields it. "There's only one plant like this in the world, and I'm still worried about 
it," she says. Methuselah - that is the sapling's name - is indeed unique. In 2005, 
Soloway, from Kibbutz Ketura in the Arava, germinated it from a 2,000-year-old date 
seed found at Masada. 

For the past two millennia, since approximately the time of the Great Revolt of the Jews 
against the Romans, in 66-73 C.E., the seed lay dormant, until Soloway and her team 
breathed life into it, making it the oldest seed ever to germinate. 

For two years, the seed was kept in isolation in a plant nursery to protect it from the 
modern diseases to which it would have been vulnerable. Now that it is stronger, 
Soloway is planning on transplanting it. "I think it has a future," she says. 

Last week, Methuselah underwent chronological testing, using the radioactive isotope 
Carbon-14, which confirmed that the tree grew from a seed that lived when the Romans 
ruled the land. 

If the sapling continues to flourish, Soloway believes they will be able to renew a 
species of date that grew in the Kingdom of Judea at that time. Soloway  says the type 
of date grown by ancient Judeans disappeared in the centuries following the repression 
of the revolt. 

Dates presently grown in Israel were brought here from other countries in the Middle 
East, particularly Iraq, and do not derive from ancient stock. 

"People tell me the tree I'm raising looks like a typical palm you might see in your 
dentist's waiting room," says Soloway, who teaches at Ketura's Arava Institute for 
Environmental Studies. "But that's not true." Soloway says the first leaves that have 
sprouted are extraordinarily long. "We don't know yet if it's a male or a female, but if it's 
a female, in another two or three years we'll be able to know how dates tasted in Judea 
in ancient times." 

According to historical sources, that taste was splendid. The Roman naturalist Pliny the 
Elder, who lived in the first century C.E., wrote that Judea's dates were known for their 
succulence and sweetness. 

The date was identified so closely with Judea that Roman coins minted after the end of 
the Great Revolt depicted among its symbols a palm tree, together with the words 
"Judea Capta." 



The seed from which Methuselah sprouted was found in a jar into which the inhabitants 
of Masada threw the pit of the dates they ate. Together with dozens of other seeds, it 
was found during excavations in the 1970s conducted by Professor Ehud Netzer. 

The idea of germinating the seed came from Dr. Sarah Salon, of the Natural Medicine 
Research Unit of Hadassah Hospital, Ein Karem. 

Soloway said that to resuscitate Methuselah, she soaked the pit in warm water and 
fertilizers. She then planted it "on Tu Bishvat, for luck." Soloway says she did not 
believe the seed still had life in it. But then, six weeks later, "the bed cracked, and two 
weeks after that, the first leaf came out. It was like a miracle, but the plant was still at 
risk. It had a strange color, a kind of marble-white. Apparently there was something 
wrong with the nutritional components in the seed, Soloway recalls. "In any case, when 
the seedling started to grow roots, after a few months, it didn't keep it from growing." 

Soloway, 54, who comes from a California farming family, has been living at Ketura for 
more than 30 years. She deals mainly with medicinal plants at the Arava Institute, which 
trains people for environmental leadership roles. "To bring back the date palm of Judea 
to the world is not only a symbol, but is also useful to agriculture," she says. "But we are 
also trying to bring back other plants from the biblical period." 

Soloway is also growing frankincense and myrrh, plants mentioned in the Bible, in her 
hothouse. She is now trying to acclimate the plants, which were brought from Somalia 
and Yemen. "Incense was made from these plants in the days of the Bible, but they 
apparently have characteristics that can make them very useful to modern medicine - 
especially as anti-inflammatories," Soloway says.

Lotus
http://www.plantcultures.org/

Lotus is an aquatic plant that grows throughout India. It is one of the world's most 
celebrated flowers. The flowers have been sacred in Asia and the Middle East for over 
5000 years and frequently occur in Hindu and Buddhist art and literature.

Ancient seeds
Lotus are the world's longest lived seeds. Lotus seeds can still germinate when they are 
1300 years old.

Celebrated flowers
Lotus is one of South Asia's most celebrated flowers and symbolizes eternity, plenty  and 
good fortune. The flowers are used as offerings particularly  in Buddhism and Hinduism. 
They are mentioned in Sanskrit scriptures.

Food!



Almost all parts of the lotus plant are edible and are eaten in Asia. The rhizomes, 
leaves, and flowers are used in savoury dishes and the seeds can be candied as sweet 
snacks. They can even be roasted to make puffy 'makhanas'.

Floating flowers
Lotus is an aquatic plant whose leaves and flowers rise above the water's surface while 
its roots are anchored to the pond bed.

Seed Savers Exchange - How it all Began
http://www.seedsavers.org/Aboutus.asp

Seed Savers Exchange was founded in 1975 by Diane Ott Whealy  and Kent Whealy, 
after her terminally-ill grandfather gave them the seeds of two garden plants, Grandpa 
Ott's Morning Glory  and German Pink Tomato, that his parents brought from Bavaria 
when they immigrated to St. Lucas, Iowa in the 1870s.

Seed Savers Exchange is a nonprofit organization that saves and shares the heirloom 
seeds of our garden heritage, forming a living legacy that can be passed down through 
generations. When people grow and save seeds, they join an ancient tradition as 
stewards, nurturing our diverse, fragile, genetic and cultural heritage.

Our organization is saving the world’s diverse, but endangered, garden heritage for 
future generations by building a network of people committed to collecting, conserving 
and sharing heirloom seeds and plants, while educating people about the value of 
genetic and cultural diversity. Few gardeners comprehend the true scope of their garden 
heritage or how much is in immediate danger of being lost forever.

Heritage Farm, SSE’s scenic 890-acre headquarters near Decorah, Iowa, is a living 
museum of historic varieties. Amish carpenters have constructed an inspirational 
meeting area in the barn’s cathedral-like loft, and also a complex of offices and seed 
storage facilities that feature a magnificent oak post-and-beam frame. This unique 
educational center is designed to maintain and display collections of endangered food 
crops. Each summer an estimated 5,000 visitors tour Heritage Farm’s organic 
Preservation Gardens, Historic Orchard, and Ancient White Park cattle.

Sprouted to Life Again
https://bible.org/illustration/sprouted-life-again

A few years ago, when archaeologists began excavating in the courtyard of a medieval 
monastery, they found seeds that had been dormant for more than 400 years that had 
begun to grow. King Henry VIII had closed the monastery in 1539, and herbs tended by 
the monks died. But they sprouted to life again after the archaeologists disturbed the 
earth.  - Today in the Word, November 15, 1997.


