
AN OFFERING UNSURPASSED

I. Exodus 35:4-35 Exodus 36:1-7 Romans 8:1-4 2 Corinthians 5:21 Ephesians 5:1-2
!
! A. Shortly after Israel's exodus from Egypt, they find themselves in the 
wilderness. They'll spend 40 years between slavery and the Promised Land. It's there that  
God directs Moses to construct the Tabernacle, also called The Tent of Meeting. The 
Tabernacle would represent the place where God dwells. Here, the Ark of the Covenant 
would be placed. Here, God's people would gather. As for all the items within the 
Tabernacle, the priestly garments worn, the sacrifices and ceremonies performed, and all 
the festivals surrounding it would point pointing to Something and Someone, greater yet 
to come. Who and What might that be?

! B. Exodus 35 & 36 tells us this is no cheap tent that's going to be constructed. To 
make this happen it's going to take funding, hard work, expertise--skills & abilities--all 
freely given and eagerly employed. Let's see if they can pull this off...

! C. Exodus 35:4-9 (NIV) 4 Moses said to the whole Israelite community (ESV: 
Congregation), “This is what the LORD has commanded: 5 From what you have, take an 
offering for the LORD. Everyone who is willing is to bring to the LORD an offering of gold, silver 
and bronze; 6 blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair; 7 ram skins dyed red and 
another type of durable leather; acacia wood; 8 olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil 
and for the fragrant incense; 9 and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod 
and breastpiece. (Where do former slaves get such riches?) 

! ! * Exodus 12:33-36 tells us the answer... On the night of the first Passover: 
33 The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. “For otherwise,” they said, 
“we will all die!” 34 So the people took their dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on 
their shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped in clothing. 35 The Israelites did as Moses 
instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for clothing. 36 The LORD 
had made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, (Plagues will do that sort of 
thing!) and they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians. (NLT: They 
stripped the Egyptians of their wealth!)

! D. Exodus 35:10-19 (NIV) 10 All who are skilled among you are to come and make 
everything the LORD has commanded: (This was also an offering of skills!) 11 the tabernacle 
with its tent and its covering, clasps, frames, crossbars, posts and bases; 12 the ark with its 
poles and the atonement cover and the curtain that shields it; 13 the table with its poles and all 
its articles and the bread of the Presence (Showbread: 12 loaves, eaten by the priests every 
Sabbath.); 14 the lampstand that is for light with its accessories, lamps and oil for the light; 
15 the altar of incense with its poles, the anointing oil and the fragrant incense; the curtain for 
the doorway at the entrance to the tabernacle; 16 the altar of burnt offering with its bronze 
grating, its poles and all its utensils; the bronze basin with its stand; 17 the curtains of the 
courtyard with its posts and bases, and the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard; 18 the tent 
pegs for the tabernacle and for the courtyard, and their ropes; 19 the woven garments worn for 
ministering in the sanctuary--both the sacred garments for Aaron the priest and the garments for 
his sons when they serve as priests.” (So Moses commanded the offering of stuff and skills 
and the people had to determine how they were going to respond. What'll they do?)



! E. Exodus 35:20-29 (NIV) 20 Then the whole Israelite community withdrew from Moses’ 
presence, (To pray? Ponder?) 21 and everyone who was willing and whose heart moved them 
came and brought an offering to the LORD for the work on the tent of meeting, for all its service, 
and for the sacred garments. (The people responded...) 22 All who were willing, men and 
women alike, came and brought gold jewelry of all kinds: brooches, earrings, rings and 
ornaments. They all presented their gold as a wave offering to the LORD. 23 Everyone who had 
blue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen, or goat hair, ram skins dyed red or the other durable 
leather brought them. 24 Those presenting an offering of silver or bronze brought it as an 
offering to the LORD, and everyone who had acacia wood for any part of the work brought it. 
(They brought stuff and they brought skills--watch:) 25 Every skilled woman spun with her 
hands and brought what she had spun--blue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen. 26 And all the 
women who were willing and had the skill spun the goat hair. 27 The leaders (Leaders gave 
too!) brought onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 
28 They also brought spices and olive oil for the light and for the anointing oil and for the 
fragrant incense. 29 All the Israelite men and women who were willing brought to the LORD 
freewill offerings for all the work the LORD through Moses had commanded them to do. (Now 
did the Maker and Creator of all things seen and unseen really need the people's stuff 
and skills? Couldn't He have just provided all this Himself? Why did He want the people 
to give? Why did He want the people to employ their skills?)

! F. Exodus 35:30-35 (NIV) 30 Then Moses said to the Israelites, “See, the LORD has 
chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 31 and He has filled him with the 
Spirit of God, with wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and with all kinds of skills-- 32 to 
make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, 33 to cut and set stones, to work in 
wood and to engage in all kinds of artistic crafts. 34 And He has given both him and Oholiab son 
of Ahisamak, of the tribe of Dan, the ability to teach others. 35 He has filled them with skill to do 
all kinds of work as engravers, designers, embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine 
linen, and weavers—all of them skilled workers and designers. (These are amazingly gifted 
artisans. Each of you also have gifts! How are you currently using them?)

! G. Exodus 36:1-7 (NIV) 1 So Bezalel, Oholiab and every skilled person to whom the 
LORD has given skill and ability to know how to carry out all the work of constructing the 
sanctuary are to do the work just as the LORD has commanded.” 2 Then Moses summoned 
Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled person to whom the LORD had given ability and who was 
willing to come and do the work. 3 They received from Moses all the offerings the Israelites had 
brought to carry out the work of constructing the sanctuary. And the people continued to bring 
freewill offerings morning after morning. (They just kept on giving!) 4 So all the skilled workers 
who were doing all the work on the sanctuary left what they were doing (Went on strike!) 5 and 
said to Moses, “The people are bringing more than enough for doing the work the LORD 
commanded to be done.” (The people were actually offering more than what was needed!) 
6 Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: “No man or woman 
is to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary.” (Moses actually orders them to 
stop giving!) And so the people were restrained from bringing more, 7 because what they 
already had was more than enough to do all the work. 

" H. The greatest offering ever? No! That won't happen for another 1400+ years. And 
who would make it? God would! Romans 8:1-4 (NLT) tells about this offering: 1 So now 
there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And because you belong to 
Him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death. 



3 The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our sinful nature. So 
God did what the law could not do. He sent His own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners 
have. And in that body God declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving His Son as a 
sacrifice for our sins. (OV sin offering) 4 He did this so that the just requirement of the law 
would be fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but instead follow the Spirit.

! ! 1) 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT) echoes: 21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, 
to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.

! ! 2) Ephesians 5:1-2 (AMP) vertical meets horizontal: 1 Therefore become 
imitators of God [copy Him and follow His example], as well-beloved children [imitate their 
father]; 2 and walk continually in love [that is, value one another--practice empathy and 
compassion, unselfishly seeking the best for others], just as Christ also loved you and gave 
Himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God [slain for you, so that it became] a sweet 
fragrance.

! I. Many have rightly said, 'We cannot out give God.' While some may try to 
foolishly give back to God, the reality is, our attempts to give back are an insult to such a 
Generous Giver who gave the ultimate Gift! There is no adequate offering we can give in 
return. Yes, we can offer our sacrifices of praise, but are they really a sacrifice in 
comparison? No! Colossians 3:17; 23-24 (NIV) is a good response, but we would never 
call this adequate:  17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through Him... 23 Whatever you do, work 
at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know you will receive 
an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

! J. The best we have to offer is ourselves in full surrender to His loving Lordship. 
Let's close with the lyrics to "I Surrender All" and with Prayer...

I Surrender All
Words by: Judson W. Van DeVenter, 1896; Winfield S. Weeden, 1896

 
All to Jesus I surrender; / All to Him I freely give;

I will ever love and trust Him, / In His presence daily live.

Refrain: I surrender all, I surrender all; All to Thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all.

All to Jesus I surrender; / Humbly at His feet I bow,
Worldly pleasures all forsaken; / Take me, Jesus, take me now.

All to Jesus I surrender; / Make me, Savior, wholly Thine;
Let me feel Thy Holy Spirit, / Truly know that Thou art mine.

All to Jesus I surrender; / Lord, I give myself to Thee;
Fill me with Thy love and power; / Let Thy blessing fall on me.

All to Jesus I surrender; / Now I feel the sacred flame.
Oh, the joy of full salvation! / Glory, glory, to His Name!

- Copyright: Public Domain



Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

Exodus 35:4-35 (NIV)
4  Moses said to the whole Israelite community, “This is what the LORD has 
commanded: 5 From what you have, take an offering for the LORD. Everyone who is 
willing is to bring to the LORD an offering of gold, silver and bronze; 6 blue, purple and 
scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair; 7 ram skins dyed red and another type of durable 
leather; acacia wood; 8  olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the 
fragrant incense; 9 and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and 
breastpiece. 10  “All who are skilled among you are to come and make everything the 
LORD has commanded: 11 the tabernacle with its tent and its covering, clasps, frames, 
crossbars, posts and bases; 12 the ark with its poles and the atonement cover and the 
curtain that shields it; 13 the table with its poles and all its articles and the bread of the 
Presence; 14  the lampstand that is for light with its accessories, lamps and oil for the 
light; 15 the altar of incense with its poles, the anointing oil and the fragrant incense; the 
curtain for the doorway at the entrance to the tabernacle; 16  the altar of burnt offering 
with its bronze grating, its poles and all its utensils; the bronze basin with its stand; 
17  the curtains of the courtyard with its posts and bases, and the curtain for the 
entrance to the courtyard; 18 the tent pegs for the tabernacle and for the courtyard, and 
their ropes; 19  the woven garments worn for ministering in the sanctuary--both the 
sacred garments for Aaron the priest and the garments for his sons when they  serve as 
priests.” 20 Then the whole Israelite community withdrew from Moses’ presence, 21 and 
everyone who was willing and whose heart moved them came and brought an offering 
to the LORD for the work on the tent of meeting, for all its service, and for the sacred 
garments. 22  All who were willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold 
jewelry of all kinds: brooches, earrings, rings and ornaments. They all presented their 
gold as a wave offering to the LORD. 23 Everyone who had blue, purple or scarlet yarn 
or fine linen, or goat hair, ram skins dyed red or the other durable leather brought them. 
24  Those presenting an offering of silver or bronze brought it as an offering to the 
LORD, and everyone who had acacia wood for any part of the work brought it. 25 Every 
skilled woman spun with her hands and brought what she had spun--blue, purple or 
scarlet yarn or fine linen. 26 And all the women who were willing and had the skill spun 
the goat hair. 27 The leaders brought onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the 
ephod and breastpiece. 28 They also brought spices and olive oil for the light and for 
the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense. 29 All the Israelite men and women who 
were willing brought to the LORD freewill offerings for all the work the LORD through 
Moses had commanded them to do. 30 Then Moses said to the Israelites, “See, the 
LORD has chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 31 and He 
has filled him with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge 
and with all kinds of skills-- 32  to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and 
bronze, 33 to cut and set stones, to work in wood and to engage in all kinds of artistic 
crafts. 34 And He has given both him and Oholiab  son of Ahisamak, of the tribe of Dan, 
the ability to teach others. 35 He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as 
engravers, designers, embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and 
weavers--all of them skilled workers and designers.



Exodus 36:1-7 (NIV)
1 So Bezalel, Oholiab  and every  skilled person to whom the LORD has given skill and 
ability  to know how to carry out all the work of constructing the sanctuary are to do the 
work just as the LORD has commanded.” 2  Then Moses summoned Bezalel and 
Oholiab  and every skilled person to whom the LORD had given ability  and who was 
willing to come and do the work. 3  They received from Moses all the offerings the 
Israelites had brought to carry out the work of constructing the sanctuary. And the 
people continued to bring freewill offerings morning after morning. 4 So all the skilled 
workers who were doing all the work on the sanctuary left what they were doing 5 and 
said to Moses, “The people are bringing more than enough for doing the work the LORD 
commanded to be done.” 6  Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word 
throughout the camp: “No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the 
sanctuary.” And so the people were restrained from bringing more, 7 because what they 
already had was more than enough to do all the work.

Exodus 12:33-36 (NIV)
33 The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. “For otherwise,” they 
said, “we will all die!” 34 So the people took their dough before the yeast was added, 
and carried it on their shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped in clothing. 35  The 
Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold 
and for clothing. 36 The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably  disposed toward the 
people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians.

Romans 8:1-4 (NLT)
1 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2  And 
because you belong to Him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the 
power of sin that leads to death. 3 The law of Moses was unable to save us because of 
the weakness of our sinful nature. So God did what the law could not do. He sent His 
own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in that body God declared an 
end to sin’s control over us by giving His Son as a sacrifice for our sins. 4 He did this so 
that the just requirement of the law would be fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow 
our sinful nature but instead follow the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT)
For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could 
be made right with God through Christ.

Ephesians 5:1-2 (AMP)
1 Therefore become imitators of God [copy Him and follow His example], as well-
beloved children [imitate their father]; 2 and walk continually in love [that is, value one 
another--practice empathy and compassion, unselfishly seeking the best for others], just 
as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God 
[slain for you, so that it became] a sweet fragrance.

Colossians 3:17; 23-24 (NIV) 



17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through Him... 23 Whatever you do, work 
at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know you will 
receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

I Surrender All
Words by: Judson W. Van DeVenter, 1896; Winfield S. Weeden, 1896 -  Copyright: Public Domain
!
All to Jesus I surrender;
All to Him I freely give;
I will ever love and trust Him,
In His presence daily live.

Refrain: I surrender all,
I surrender all;
All to Thee, my blessed Savior,
I surrender all.

All to Jesus I surrender;
Humbly at His feet I bow,
Worldly pleasures all forsaken;
Take me, Jesus, take me now.

All to Jesus I surrender;
Make me, Savior, wholly Thine;
Let me feel Thy Holy Spirit,
Truly know that Thou art mine.

All to Jesus I surrender;
Lord, I give myself to Thee;
Fill me with Thy love and power;
Let Thy blessing fall on me.

All to Jesus I surrender;
Now I feel the sacred flame.
Oh, the joy of full salvation!
Glory, glory, to His Name!

Bonus Goodies

The Tabernacle: From Dust to Glory - R.C. Sproul
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tl0vgzS1GLw

"All to Jesus, I Surrender" - Robin Mark (Praise Adonai)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SW8EA7DEQ2M



Grace in the Arts: An Evangelical Musical Genius: “J.S.B. / S.D.G.” - GES Article 
https://faithalone.org/journal-articles/an-evangelical-musical-genius/

The Table of Showbread - Michael G. McKelvey (Ligonier Ministries / TableTalk)
https://tabletalkmagazine.com/article/2017/12/the-table-of-showbread/

How to Get More Out of Church - Erik Raymond (The Gospel Coalition)
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/erik-raymond/how-to-get-more-out-of-church/

More Verses, Quotes, Excerpts, & Extras

Romans 8:1-4 (NASB)
1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 
3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in 
the flesh, 4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

Romans 8:1-4 (AMP)
1 Therefore there is now no condemnation [no guilty verdict, no punishment] for those 
who are in Christ Jesus [who believe in Him as personal Lord and Savior]. 2 For the law 
of the Spirit of life [which is] in Christ Jesus [the law of our new being] has set you free 
from the law of sin and of death. 3 For what the Law could not do [that is, overcome sin 
and remove its penalty, its power] being weakened by the flesh [man’s nature without 
the Holy Spirit], God did: He sent His own Son in the likeness of sinful man as an 
offering for sin. And He condemned sin in the flesh [subdued it and overcame it in the 
person of His own Son], 4 so that the [righteous and just] requirement of the Law might 
be fulfilled in us who do not live our lives in the ways of the flesh [guided by worldliness 
and our sinful nature], but [live our lives] in the ways of the Spirit [guided by His power]. 

Tabernacle
by Barry Cooper - Ligonier Ministries
https://www.ligonier.org/podcasts/simply-put/tabernacle

Why does the Old Testament contain exacting instructions for building a meeting place 
with God? Should we follow these assembly instructions today so that God may dwell 
with us? Today, Barry Cooper explains the role of the tabernacle and the One who has 
fulfilled it.

BC: I just moved house, and as you’d expect, there’s been a certain amount of 
hammering, screwdrivering, and also puzzling over the instructions for Swedish flat-
pack furniture.



People are sometimes surprised when you tell them that the Bible contains instructions 
for assembly too, but sure enough, there they are: in the Old Testament, in the book of 
Exodus, we have painstaking instructions given by God to His people so that they could 
construct the tabernacle.

The tabernacle was a portable palace for the God of Israel, a place in which God could 
dwell among His people as they traveled towards Canaan, the promised land. Later, 
once God’s people reached Canaan, a permanent version of the tabernacle was built: 
the temple.

The tabernacle was effectively a large and elaborate tent, 45 feet long, 15 feet wide, 
and 15 feet high. The frame of it was made of wood overlaid with gold. It had no solid 
roof or front wall but instead was covered at those points by four layers of cloth and 
animal skin.  

Inside it there were two rooms. The larger room—30 feet by 15 feet by 15 feet—was 
known as the Holy Place. It contained an altar on which incense was burned, a golden 
lampstand, and a wooden table overlaid with gold for the Bread of the Presence—
twelve loaves, intended to remind the twelve tribes of Israel of God’s covenant with 
them and His provision for them. This was, after all, the God who had sustained them 
with bread from heaven as they made their way through the wilderness.

Further inside the tabernacle, separated off by  an elaborate and heavy curtain, there 
was the smaller of the two rooms: a perfect cube, 15 feet by 15 feet by 15 feet. Called 
the Most Holy Place, this room contained the ark of the covenant, a wooden chest 
overlaid with gold containing the stone tablets on which God had written His law.

The appearance of the ark was like a throne, or more specifically like the footstool of a 
throne. The tabernacle then was the earthly meeting place where God “stooped” to 
meet with His people. As the Lord says in the book of Isaiah, “Heaven is my throne, and 
the earth is my footstool.”

But God not only gave extremely exacting instructions for building the tabernacle; He 
also saw to it that those details were preserved for us. And the question is, Why? Is it 
that we’re expected to follow these assembly instructions as well, so that God can dwell 
among us?

We get the answer as we start to read the New Testament. In John chapter 1, verse 14, 
Jesus Christ is described in this way: "The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth."

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Now the word translated “dwelt” there 
literally means “tabernacled.” So Jesus is said to be the One who descends from God 
and “tabernacles” on earth. Just as the tabernacle was the place in which God 



descended to meet His people, so Jesus Himself was now fulfilling that precise role. In 
fact, Jesus Himself spoke of “the temple of his body.”

This is why Christians don’t build tabernacles or temples for God to dwell in, as the 
Israelites did. Because we know that Jesus Himself is the place we must go if we want 
to meet the living God. We enter God’s presence through Jesus, just as the high priest 
entered the Most Holy Place through the curtain—which is why we read in Hebrews 
chapter 10: "We have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the 
new and living way that He opened for us through the curtain, that is, through His flesh."

Just as breathtaking is that when we come to Jesus in repentance and faith, Jesus 
graciously tabernacles in us by His Spirit. “Do you not know,” says Paul in 1 Corinthians, 
“that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you?”

As Stephen says in the book of Acts, “The Most High does not dwell in houses made by 
hands.” And yet He does dwell, by His Spirit, in His people. And He dwells, in all His 
fullness, in Jesus Christ, the One who tabernacled among us so that we could meet 
God face-to-face.

- Barry Cooper is supervising producer for Ligonier Ministries. His documentary work includes Luther, and 
Puritan. He is author of numerous books, including Can I Really Trust The Bible? He presents the 
podcasts Luther: In Real Time, Simply Put, and Cooper & Cary Have Words.

Stewardship Lesson from A Movie Set
From Bruce S. Bidwell
According to a January  15, 1989 article in the Lexington Herald-Leader, the family living 
in a home in West Palm Beach, Florida, told a film crew it was okay to use the front lawn 
as a set for an episode of “B. L. Stryker” television series. They knew cars would be 
crashing violently  in front of the house. While the front yard was being blown up, the 
owner of the home was tipped off and called from New York demanding to know what 
was happening to his house. It seems the people who were living in the house were 
only tenants and had no right to allow the property to be destroyed as the cameras 
rolled. Many times we live our lives under the mistaken impression that they belong to 
us. Paul tells us we were “bought with a price.” We must live as those who know God 
will call us to account for the ways we have used this life entrusted to us.

Ben Franklin Guards His Pockets From George Whitefield's Sermons
There is a legend about Benjamin Franklin going to hear George Whitefield preach.  
Franklin vowed that he would protect his pocket book from Whitefield's powerful 
sermons. But Franklin acknowledged that before Whitefield was finished, he had 
emptied out his pockets and his purse.  
- James F. Morin, Jesus Priceless Treasure: More Than A Friend To Me, p. 100.

It's Not What You Do With A Million

https://www.ligonier.org/store/luther-the-life-and-legacy-of-the-german-reformer-dvd
https://www.ligonier.org/store/luther-the-life-and-legacy-of-the-german-reformer-dvd
https://www.ligonier.org/store/puritan-all-of-life-to-the-glory-of-god-deluxe-edition-dvd-set
https://www.ligonier.org/store/puritan-all-of-life-to-the-glory-of-god-deluxe-edition-dvd-set
https://www.ligonier.org/luther-in-real-time/
https://www.ligonier.org/luther-in-real-time/
https://simplyputpodcast.com/
https://simplyputpodcast.com/


Author Unknown
It's not what you do with a million
If riches should e'er be your lot,
But what you are doing at present
With the dollar and quarter you've got?

Million Dollar Inheritance
Source Unknown
A man had a heart attack and was rushed to the hospital. He could receive little 
company and was not to be excited. While in the hospital a rich uncle died and left him 
a million dollars. His family wondered how to break the news to him with the least 
amount of excitement. It was decided to ask the preacher if he would go and break the 
news quietly to the man. The preacher went, and gradually led up to the question. The 
preacher asked the patient what he would do if he inherited a million dollars. He said, “I 
think I would give half of it to the church.” The preacher dropped dead.

The Table of Showbread
Author Unknown

The table of showbread was a small table made of acacia wood and overlaid with pure 
gold. It measured 3 feet by 1.5 feet and was 2 feet, 3 inches high. It stood on the right 
side of the Holy Place across from the lampstand and held 12 loaves of bread, 
representing the 12 tribes of Israel. The priests baked the bread with fine flour and it 
remained on the table before the Lord for a week; every Sabbath day the priests would 
remove it and eat it in the Holy Place, then put fresh bread on the table. Only priests 
could eat the bread, and it could only be eaten in the Holy Place, because it was holy.

“Showbread” also was called “bread of the presence” because it was to be always in the 
Lord’s presence. The table and the bread were a picture of God’s willingness to 
fellowship and communion (literally  speaking, sharing something in common) with man. 
It was like an invitation to share a meal, an extension of friendship. Eating together often 
is an act of fellowship. God was willing for man to enter into His presence to fellowship 
with Him, and this invitation was always open.

Jesus exemplified this when He ate with tax collectors, prostitutes and the sinners of 
Jewish society. But this was more than just a gesture of friendship on earth. Jesus came 
to call sinners to Him, make them right with God, so that they could enjoy everlasting 
fellowship with God.

“I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes 
in me will never be thirsty. … Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they 
died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and 
not die.” (John 6:35, 49-50)



God so desires our fellowship  that He was willing to come to earth from heaven as our 
“bread of life” to give eternal life to all those who would partake in it. At Jesus’ last 
Passover meal with His disciples, Jesus described Himself as bread again:

“While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’” (Matthew 26:26)

Jesus’ broken body is our only access to fellowship with God. Today, we celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper, or communion, to remember this important truth. And today, as in the day 
of Moses’ tabernacle, God still desires to have fellowship and sit down for a feast with 
His people.

“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, 
I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.” (Revelations 3:20)


