
GRACE WITHOUT EFFECT IS LIKE A BOUNCED CHECK

I. 1 Peter 1:3-24

 ! A. Today's the first Sunday in May and therefore a Communion Sunday. 
Communion as we talked about a couple months ago is one of the "ordinary means of 
grace." It's one of the means or practices that God uses to bestow His grace, that is His 
love and favor which we could never earn or deserve. The sacred ordinance of 
Communion, begun by Jesus on the eve of His crucifixion, is both beautiful and solemn 
and has been celebrated the world over for 2,000 years...

! B. Many roads traversing through the Scriptures can lead us to the Lord's Table. 
Today we'll let Peter guide us there. Communion is most certainly about grace, but it also 
reminds us of the effect of grace. Like Mark shared a week ago from Ephesians 2, we 
were all dead in our trespasses and sins but God made us alive in Christ. We were saved 
by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone for the glory of God alone. And just as 
dead men can do nothing on their own to make themselves alive, once alive there's 
evidences that follow indicating we're alive. Jesus called Lazarus from the tomb. 
Evidence? He then came strolling out!

! C. 1 Peter 1:3-24 (ESV) takes us to the Bread & Cup...

! ! 1) V3: 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! (That's 
worship!) According to His great mercy, He has caused us (Who caused it?) to be born again 
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, (Jesus' death on the 
cross paid for our sins, extinguishing the fire of God's wrath against those sins, and the 
resurrection of Jesus affirmed that His blood was indeed an acceptable sacrifice. And 
when He directs His mercy towards us and makes us alive--reborn, regenerated, 
ransomed, reconciled, declared not guilty, declared righteous, adopted as His own 
children--it instills a hope that can only out itself in joy! And to what end? Read on.) 

! ! 2) V4-6: 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, (NIV: 
"to an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.") kept in heaven for you, 5 who by 
God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, (Raise your hand if you never experience any trials. Hum, no hands!) 

! ! 3) V7-11: 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith--more precious than gold 
that perishes though it is tested by fire--may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen Him, you love Him. Though you do 
not now see Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with 
glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 10 Concerning this 
salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and 
inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating 
when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. (The Script was 
perfectly written but few to none saw it unfolding the way it did!)



! ! 4) V12: 12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but 
you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good 
news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. (The 
prophets of old and angels above are deeply curious (maybe a bit jealous?) of the epoch 
in which we've been blessed to live.)

! ! 5) V13: 13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, 
set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (On 
top of the underserved favor we've already received, more's coming! So what's the effect 
of this grace? Are there outcomes to be expected?)

! ! 6) V14-16: 14 As obedient children, (obedience) do not be conformed to the 
passions of your former ignorance, (repentance) 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also 
be holy in all your conduct, (consecration) 16 since it is written, (Lev. 11:44-45; 19:2) “You 
shall be holy, for I am holy.” (When God's love comes flowing down to us, it renews our 
minds, transforms our hearts, revamps our speech, and redirects our hands and feet to 
Godly actions. Or at least it should...

! ! 7) V17-21: 17 And if you call on Him as Father who judges impartially according 
to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear (reverence) throughout the time of your 
exile, 18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, 
not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without blemish or spot. (The Bread & Cup remind us!) 20 He was foreknown 
before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 
21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so 
that your faith and hope are in God. (God did that! So what's the effect of what He did?)

! ! 8) V22-24: 22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you have been 
born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of 
God; 24 for (Is. 40:6-8) “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass 
withers, and the flower falls, 25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the 
good news that was preached to you. (This Good News is declared in the Bread & Cup!)

! D. A fiery preacher once gave a blistering sermon in the presence of Indians. 
Asked about the preacher and his talk, the chief replied: "Loud thunder; bright lightning; 
strong wind; no rain." Often the world can spot "fake" from across the room; God sees it 
across galaxies. He sees straight thru to a person's heart. When we tout grace but show 
it's had no effect in our lives, it's more obvious than we might think. Paul said in 1 
Corinthians 15:10 (AMP): 10 But by the [remarkable] grace of God I am what I am, and His 
grace toward me was not without effect. In fact, I worked harder than all of the apostles, though 
it was not I, but the grace of God [His unmerited favor and blessing which was] with me. 
Charles Spurgeon said: "If He gives you the grace to make you believe, He will give you the 
grace to live a holy life afterward." John Piper echoes: "Grace is not simply leniency when we 
have sinned. Grace is the enabling gift of God not to sin. Grace is power, not just pardon."

! E. The days of cosmetic Christianity seem to be going the way of the dinosaur. 
Once identifying as a Christian and going to church made for good standing in a given 
community. It was good for business. But it's become less and less cool to be called 



Christian. If you say you believe God's Word or dare to speak it, you may be accused of 
engaging in hate speech. Maintaining your stance as a confessing believer in Christ may 
cost you dearly. The early church knew that firsthand. Some won't be able to take the 
heat. Others will increasingly appreciate their church family because they will be more 
like real family than ever before. So take a glance around this sanctuary and value deeply 
your brothers & sisters in Christ.

* Listen to the lyrics of the hymn titled, "Thank You Jesus for the Blood." written by 
Charity Gayle, Ryan Kennedy, Steven Musso, David Gentiles, Bryan McCleery... 

  
I was a wretch, I remember who I was,

I was lost, I was blind, I was running out of time.
Sin separated, the breach was far too wide,

But from the far side of the chasm, You had me in Your sight...

So You made a way, across the great divide,
Left behind, Heaven's throne, to build it here inside.

There at the cross You paid the debt I owed,
Broke my chains, freed my soul, and for the first time I had Hope... 

(Chorus) Thank You Jesus, for the blood applied!
Thank You Jesus, it has washed me white!
Thank You Jesus, You have saved my life! 

Brought me from the darkness into glorious light!

You took my place, laid inside my tomb of sin,
You were buried for three days but then You walked right out again!

Now death has no sting and life has no end,
For I have been transformed by the blood of the Lamb!

(Bridge) There is nothing stronger 
Than the wonder working power of the blood, the blood,

That calls us sons and daughters, 
We are ransomed by our Father, 

Through the blood!
There is nothing stronger, 

Oh the wonder working power of the blood, the blood,
That calls us sons and daughters,
We are ransomed by our Father,

Through the blood, 
The Blood... 

* The Bread & Cup Remind Us...  Pray & Officiate Communion...

1 Peter 5:10 (NIV) is from the Chief Shepherd, written by  His under shepherd, Peter. These 
words take us home today: 10 And the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in 
Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm 
and steadfast.     



Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

1 Peter 1:3-24 (ESV)
3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great 
mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4  to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for 
a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith--more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by 
fire--may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. 8 Though you have not seen Him, you love Him. Though you do not now see 
Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 10 Concerning this 
salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched 
and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was 
indicating when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12  It 
was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that 
have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you 
by the Holy  Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. 13 Therefore, 
preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the 
grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14  As obedient 
children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15 but as He 
who called you is holy, you also be holy  in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You 
shall be holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on Him as Father who judges impartially 
according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your 
exile, 18  knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was foreknown before 
the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 
21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him 
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 22 Having purified your souls by your 
obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly  from a 
pure heart, 23  since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of 
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24  for “All flesh is like grass 
and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25 but 
the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good news that was 
preached to you.

1 Corinthians 15:10 (AMP)
10 But by  the [remarkable] grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was 
not without effect. In fact, I worked harder than all of the apostles, though it was not I, 
but the grace of God [His unmerited favor and blessing which was] with me.

1 Peter 5:10 (NIV)



10 And the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you have 
suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.

Quote by Charles Spurgeon
"If He gives you the grace to make you believe, He will give you the grace to live a holy 
life afterward."

Quote by John Piper
"Grace is not simply  leniency when we have sinned. Grace is the enabling gift of God 
not to sin. Grace is power, not just pardon."

Bonus Goodies

"Thank You Jesus for the Blood" - Charity Gayle (Powerful! Thanks Mark!)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhU-Omwg2rU

The Impact of Grace by Mike Mazzalongo
https://bibletalk.tv/the-impact-of-grace

"We Have to Work in the Confines of Reality" - Stephen Kneale
https://buildingjerusalem.blog/2022/04/22/we-have-to-work-in-the-confines-of-reality/

Test Yourself - Are You in Jesus? - John Piper
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_DJ5AJfx3so

In Praise of the Boring, Uncool Church - Brett Mccracken
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/uncool-church/

More Verses, Quotes, Excerpts, & Extras

Leviticus 11:11-45 (ESV)
44 For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am 
holy. You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on the ground. 
45 For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your God. You 
shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.

Leviticus 19:1-2 (ESV)
1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to all the congregation of the people 
of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.

Leviticus 20:7-8 (NIV)
7 Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your God. 8 Keep  My 
decrees and follow them. I am the LORD, who makes you holy.



Isaiah 40:6-8 (ESV)
6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty 
is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of 
the LORD blows on it; surely  the people are grass. 8  The grass withers, the flower 
fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.

Ephesians 5:8-11 (AMPC)
8 For once you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of 
Light [lead the lives of those native-born to the Light]. 9 For the fruit (the effect, the 
product) of the Light or the Spirit [consists] in every form of kindly goodness, 
uprightness of heart, and trueness of life. 10 And try  to learn [in your experience] what is 
pleasing to the Lord [let your lives be constant proofs of what is most acceptable to 
Him]. 11 Take no part in and have no fellowship  with the fruitless deeds and enterprises 
of darkness, but instead [let your lives be so in contrast as to] expose and reprove and 
convict them.

James 2:14-17 (NIV)
14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can 
such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 
If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does 
nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it 
is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

Charles Spurgeon on 1 Peter 1:10-12
"Observe, dear brethren, that the prophets did not speak without due consideration, but 
they “enquired and searched diligently” into the meaning of that salvation of which they 
“testified beforehand.” Holy Scripture must not be read by us carelessly. We ought to 
peer, and pry, and search into it to get at its hidden meaning, and the prophecies as well 
as the rest of the Word are to be searched into by us upon whom the ends of the earth 
have come. Observe, also, that this divine revelation is of great interest to the holy 
angels before the throne of God; they stand gazing down as if they were trying to 
understand the wondrous mystery of redemption, and the great and glorious gospel of 
the grace of God."

Unholy Made Holy by Oswald Chambers
We trample the blood of the Son of God if we think we are forgiven because we are 
sorry  for our sins. The only explanation for the forgiveness of God and for the 
unfathomable depth of His forgetting is the death of Jesus Christ. Our repentance is 
merely the outcome of our personal realization of the atonement which He has worked 
out for us. It does not matter who or what we are; there is absolute reinstatement into 
God by the death of Jesus Christ and by no other way, not because Jesus Christ 
pleads, but because He died. It is not earned, but accepted. All the pleading which 
deliberately refuses to recognize the Cross is of no avail; it is battering at a door other 
than the one that Jesus has opened. Our Lord does not pretend we are all right when 



we are all wrong. The atonement is a propitiation whereby  God, through the death of 
Jesus, makes an unholy man holy.

Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon
"The grace that does not make a man better than others is a worthless counterfeit. 
Christ saves His people, not IN their sins, but FROM their sins. Without holiness, no 
man shall see the Lord."

Quote by Jerry Bridges
"Grace expresses two complementary thoughts: God's unmerited favor to us through 
Christ, and God's divine assistance to us through the Holy Spirit."

Quote by C.S. Lewis
“The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good, but that God will 
make us good because He loves us.”

Quote by Tim Keller
"If a person has grasped the meaning of God's grace in his heart, he will do justice. If he 
doesn't live justly, then he may say with his lips that he is grateful for God's grace, but in 
his heart he is far from Him. If he doesn't care about the poor, it reveals that at best he 
doesn't understand the grace he has experienced, and at worst he has not really 
encountered the saving mercy of God. Grace should make you just."

Quote by Todd Friel
"The biblical math could not be simpler; if a person who professes to be a Christian lives 
like the devil, he is of the devil."

Quote by Mike Mazzalongo
You know, I can always tell the difference between those people who have been 
educated in the doctrine of grace and those who have truly  experienced the power of 
God's grace in their lives... Those who have been indoctrinated know the church 
traditions and can spout the Christian lingo, but there's no "fire in the belly." They don't 
volunteer, they  don't try to know or help  others and they are not usually  generous when 
it comes to giving. They think that Christianity is about coming to church on Sundays. 
They do not realize that attending worship  is not serving the Lord; worship  and Bible 
study are times when the Lord is serving us through His word and Spirit...Those who 
have truly been impacted by God's grace, on the other hand show it by their desire to 
serve, work, give and sacrifice. These brethren may not say much but their work and 
their contribution say it all, to the world, to the Church and to the Lord. Jesus said that 
those who are forgiven little, love little and those who are forgiven much, love much 
(Luke 7:47).
- Mike Mazzalongo, Sermon Series titled, "Grace for Beginners." To see more, go to: https://bibletalk.tv/
the-impact-of-grace

The Holiness of God



The Reformation Study Bible

Two virtues assigned to God, greatness and goodness, may be captured by one biblical 
word, holy. When we speak of God's holiness, we are accustomed to associating it 
almost exclusively with the purity and righteousness of God. Surely the idea of holiness 
contains these virtues, but they are not the primary meaning of holiness.

The biblical word holy has two distinct meanings. The primary  meaning is "apartness" or 
"otherness." When we say that God is holy, we call attention to the profound difference 
between Him and all creatures. It refers to God's transcendent majesty, His august 
superiority, by virtue of which He is worthy of our honor, reverence, adoration, and 
worship. He is "other" or different from us in His glory. When the Bible speaks of holy 
objects or holy  people or holy time, it refers to things that have been set apart, 
consecrated, or made differently by the touch of God upon them. The ground where 
Moses stood near the burning bush was holy  ground because God was present there in 
a special way. It was the nearness of the divine that made the ordinary  suddenly 
extraordinary and the common, uncommon.

The secondary  meaning of holy refers to God's pure and righteous actions. God does 
what is right. He never does what is wrong. God always acts in a righteous manner 
because His nature is holy. Thus, we can distinguish between the internal righteousness  
of God (His holy nature) and the external righteousness of God (His actions). 

Because God is holy, He is both great and good. There is no evil mixed in with His 
goodness. When we are called to be holy, it does not mean that we hare in God's divine 
majesty, but that we are to be different from our normal fallen sinfulness. We are called 
to mirror and reflect the moral character and activity  of God. We are to imitate His 
goodness.
- Theological note from The Reformation Study Bible, R.C. Sproul General Editor, Reformation Trust, p.172.

Rubberneck 
by Dennis Fisher - Our Daily Bread
https://odb.org/2007/06/03/rubberneck/

"It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the 
things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy 
Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things."  - 1 Peter 1:12 (NIV)

Have you ever watched people at a tourist spot? At places like the Coliseum in Rome, 
the Petronas Towers in Kuala Lumpur, or the Grand Canyon in Arizona, visitors strain 
their necks to get a better view. Some call this “rubbernecking,” which means “to 
observe with curiosity.”

The Bible tells us that such fascination also goes on in the heavenly  places. The apostle 
Peter pulls back the curtain of heaven to let us see angels gazing at God’s plan of 
redemption—“things which angels desire to look into” (1 Peter 1:12). The Greek word 
translated “look into” means “to stoop and look at carefully with curiosity.”



But why are angels so fascinated by man’s salvation? The most likely explanation is that 
they are amazed at the astonishing way God solved the problem of sin (Eph. 3:8-12). 
The cross was the means by which God provided His Son as the righteous substitute to 
pay the penalty for sin while upholding His holy standard (Rom. 3:19-31). God now 
provides redemption to any human being who will repent, believe, and receive it.

Are you thankful for your salvation? The angels are! They rejoice every  time a sinner 
repents and puts his faith in Christ (Luke 15:10).

Genuine Regeneration Must Bring Results in Life
Excerpt by Wayne Grudem - Systematic Theology - Copyright© 1994

In an earlier section we saw a beautiful example of the first result of regeneration in a 
person’s life, when Paul spoke the gospel message to Lydia and “the Lord opened her 
heart to give heed to what was said by Paul” (Acts 16:14; cf. John 6:44, 65; 1 Peter 1:3). 
Similarly, John says, “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God” (1 
John 5:1 NIV). But there are also other results of regeneration, many of which are 
specified in John’s first epistle. For example, John says, “No one who is born of God will 
continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning because 
he has been born of God” (1 John 3:9 NIV). Here John explains that a person who is 
born again has that spiritual “seed” (that life-generating and growing power) within him, 
and that this keeps the person living a life free of continual sin. This does not of course 
mean that the person will have a perfect life, but only  that the pattern of life will not be 
one of continuing indulgence in sin. When people are asked to characterize a 
regenerated person’s life, the adjective that comes to mind should not be “sinner,” but 
rather something like “obedient to Christ” or “obedient to Scripture.” We should notice 
that John says this is true of everyone who is truly  born again: “No one who is born of 
God will continue to sin.” Another way of looking at this is to say that “every one who 
does what is right has been born of him” (1 John 2:29).

A genuine, Christlike love will be one specific result in life: “Everyone who loves has 
been born of God and knows God” (1 John 4:7 NIV). Another effect of the new birth is 
overcoming the world: “And His commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of 
God has overcome the world” (1 John 5:3–4 NIV). Here John explains that regeneration 
gives the ability to overcome the pressures and temptations of the world that would 
otherwise keep  us from obeying God’s commandments and following his paths. John 
says that we will overcome these pressures and therefore it will not be “burdensome” to 
obey God’s commands but, he implies, it will rather be joyful. He goes on to explain that 
the process through which we gain victory over the world is continuing in faith: “This is 
the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4 NIV).

Finally, John notes that another result of regeneration is protection from Satan himself: 
“We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of 
God [that is, Jesus] keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him” (1 John 5:18 
NIV). Though there may be attacks from Satan, John reassures his readers that “the 



one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world” (1 John 4:4 NIV), and this 
greater power of the Holy Spirit within us keeps us safe from ultimate spiritual harm by 
the evil one.

We should realize that John emphasizes these as necessary results in the lives of those 
who are born again. If there is genuine regeneration in a person’s life, he or she will 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, and will refrain from a life pattern of continual sin, and 
will love his brother, and will overcome the temptations of the world, and will be kept 
safe from ultimate harm by the evil one. These passages show that it is impossible for a 
person to be regenerated and not become truly converted.

Other results of regeneration are listed by Paul where he speaks of the “fruit of the 
Spirit,” that is, the result in life that is produced by the power of the Holy Spirit working 
within every believer: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22–23). If there is true 
regeneration then these elements of the fruit of the Spirit will be more and more evident 
in that person’s life. But by contrast, those who are unbelievers, including those who are 
pretending to be believers but are not, will clearly lack of these character traits in their 
lives. Jesus told his disciples:

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or 
figs from thistles? So, every sound tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears evil fruit. 
A sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will know them 
by their fruits. (Matt. 7:15–20)

Neither Jesus nor Paul nor John point to activity  in the church or miracles as evidence 
of regeneration. They rather point to character traits in life. In fact, immediately after the 
verses quoted above Jesus warns that on the day of judgment many will say to him, 
“Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and 
do many mighty works in your name?” But he will declare to them, “I never knew you; 
depart from me, you evildoers” (Matt. 7:22–23). Prophecy, exorcism, and many miracles 
and mighty works in Jesus’ name (to say nothing of other kinds of intensive church 
activity  in the strength of the flesh over perhaps decades of a person’s life) do not 
provide convincing evidence that a person is truly born again. Apparently  all these can 
be produced in the natural man or woman’s own strength, or even with the help of the 
evil one. But genuine love for God and his people, heartfelt obedience to his 
commands, and the Christlike character traits that Paul calls the fruit of the Spirit, 
demonstrated consistently  over a period of time in a person’s life, simply cannot be 
produced by  Satan or by the natural man or woman working in his or her own strength. 
These can only come about by the Spirit of God working within and giving us new life.
- Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, "Regeneration: What Does It Mean To Be Born Again?" - Section 
D. "Genuine Regeneration Must Bring Results in Life" p.p. 704-706. To read the full article, go to:
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/regeneration_grudem.html


