
JEHU SLAYS THE YAYHOOS

I. 2 Kings 9:1-37   Daniel 2:20-22  2 Thessalonians 1:7-10   Revelation 21:6-8

 ! A. Daniel Boone told a tale of some Kentucky mountain creatures called 
"Yayhoos." Boone described them as wild, hairy, and fiendish. He supposedly killed a ten 
footer one time and it took three musket balls! Appalachian folklore about Yayhoos 
entered into our vernacular and came to characterize anyone who exhibits callous, 
malicious, despicable, vile, vicious, and horrible behavior.
!
! B. 3,000 years ago, King Ahab and Queen Jezebel fit that description (minus the 
hair and the height.) Against God's law, Ahab married the pagan Jezebel. She then 
introduced Baal worship to Israel which filtered down to Judah. After Ahab died, Ahab & 
Jezebel's son, Joram, became king. Mother and son pridefully spurned God, killed the 
prophets, and murdered the innocent. The stench of their sin and rebellion filled God's 
nostrils and He raised up a king named Jehu to remove them. Daniel 2:20-22 (NKJV) 
Words written in the time of Nebuchadnezzar, still hold true: 20 Daniel answered and said: 
“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and might are His. 21 And He 
changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; He gives wisdom to 
the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding. 22 He reveals deep and secret 
things; He knows what is in the darkness, and light dwells with Him."  (And so He does.)

! C. 2 Kings 9:1-37 (ESV) is our text, rated R for strong bloody violence...

! ! 1) V1-3: 1 Then Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets and 
said to him, “Tie up your garments, and take this flask of oil in your hand, and go to Ramoth-
gilead. 2 And when you arrive, look there for Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi. And 
go in and have him rise from among his fellows, and lead him to an inner chamber. 3 Then take 
the flask of oil and pour it on his head and say, ‘Thus says the LORD, I anoint you king over 
Israel.’ Then open the door and flee; do not linger.” (The term "don't kill the messenger" often 
went unheeded. Wicked kings were also paranoid about coup attempts.)

! ! 2) V4-6: 4 So the young man, the servant of the prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead. 
5 And when he came, behold, the commanders of the army were in council. And he said, “I have 
a word for you, O commander.” And Jehu said, “To which of us all?” And he said, “To you, O 
commander.” 6 So he arose and went into the house. And the young man poured the oil on his 
head, saying to him, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, I anoint you king over the people 
of the LORD, over Israel. (Jehu's coronation & commissioning without much fanfare.)

! ! 3) V7-11: 7 And you shall strike down the house of Ahab your master, so that I 
may avenge on Jezebel the blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants 
of the LORD. 8 For the whole house of Ahab shall perish, and I will cut off from Ahab every male, 
bond or free, in Israel. 9 And I will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. 10 And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in 
the territory of Jezreel, and none shall bury her.” Then he opened the door and fled. 11 When 
Jehu came out to the servants of his master, they said to him, “Is all well? Why did this mad 
fellow come to you?” (Prophets were an odd sort. They dressed peculiar, ate weird cuisine, 
had long hair, etc...) And he said to them, “You know the fellow and his talk.” (Jehu's being 
coy. Perhaps a bit stunned by the announcement. He's reluctant to spill the beans.)



! ! 4) V12-13: 12 And they said, “That is not true; tell us now.” And he said, “Thus 
and so he spoke to me, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD, I anoint you king over Israel.’” 13 Then in 
haste every man of them took his garment and put it under him on the bare steps, and they blew 
the trumpet and proclaimed, “Jehu is king.” (Whole-hearted affirmation!)

! ! 5) V14-16: 14 Thus Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi conspired 
against Joram. (Now Joram with all Israel had been on guard at Ramoth-gilead against Hazael 
king of Syria, 15 but King Joram had returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds that the 
Syrians had given him, when he fought with Hazael king of Syria.) So Jehu said, “If this is your 
decision, then let no one slip out of the city to go and tell the news in Jezreel.” 16 Then Jehu 
mounted his chariot and went to Jezreel, for Joram lay there. And Ahaziah king of Judah had 
come down to visit Joram. (Ahaziah's Joram's nephew. Two kings in one place.)

! ! 6) V17-20: 17 Now the watchman was standing on the tower in Jezreel, and he 
saw the company of Jehu as he came and said, “I see a company.” And Joram said, “Take a 
horseman and send to meet them, and let him say, ‘Is it peace?’” 18 So a man on horseback 
went to meet him and said, “Thus says the king, ‘Is it peace?’” And Jehu said, “What do you 
have to do with peace? Turn around and ride behind me.” And the watchman reported, saying, 
“The messenger reached them, but he is not coming back.” 19 Then he sent out a second 
horseman, who came to them and said, “Thus the king has said, ‘Is it peace?’” And Jehu 
answered, “What do you have to do with peace? Turn around and ride behind me.” 20 Again the 
watchman reported, “He reached them, but he is not coming back. And the driving is like the 
driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi, for he drives furiously.” (NIV: "He drives like a madman!")

! ! 7) V21-22: 21 Joram said, “Make ready.” And they made ready his chariot. Then 
Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah set out, each in his chariot, and went to meet 
Jehu, and met him at the property of Naboth the Jezreelite. (Sad tale) 22 And when Joram saw 
Jehu, he said, “Is it peace, Jehu?” He answered, “What peace can there be, so long as the 
whorings and the sorceries of your mother Jezebel are so many?” (What Jehu lacks in 
diplomacy he makes up in candor!)

! ! 8) V23-31: 23 Then Joram reined about and fled, saying to Ahaziah, “Treachery, 
O Ahaziah!” 24 And Jehu drew his bow with his full strength, and shot Joram between the 
shoulders, so that the arrow pierced his heart, and he sank in his chariot. 25 Jehu said to Bidkar 
his aide, “Take him up and throw him on the plot of ground belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite. 
For remember, when you and I rode side by side behind Ahab his father, how the LORD made 
this pronouncement against him: 26 ‘As surely as I saw yesterday the blood of Naboth and the 
blood of his sons—declares the LORD—I will repay you on this plot of ground.’ Now therefore 
take him up and throw him on the plot of ground, in accordance with the word of the LORD.” (cf 
1 Kings 21) 27 When Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled in the direction of Beth-
haggan. And Jehu pursued him and said, “Shoot him also.” And they shot him in the chariot at 
the ascent of Gur, which is by Ibleam. And he fled to Megiddo and died there. 28 His servants 
carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb with his fathers in the city of 
David. 29 In the eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab, Ahaziah began to reign over Judah. 
30 When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it. And she painted her eyes and adorned her 
head and looked out of the window. 31 And as Jehu entered the gate, she said, “Is it peace, you 
Zimri, murderer of your master?” (Calling Jehu Zimri was a sarcastic insult. Zimri's reign 
only lasted 7 days. It's like calling a betrayer, Judas; a traitor, Benedict Arnold...)



! ! 9) V32-37: 32 And he lifted up his face to the window and said, “Who is on my 
side? Who?” Two or three eunuchs looked out at him. 33 He said, “Throw her down.” So they 
threw her down. And some of her blood spattered on the wall and on the horses, and they 
trampled on her. 34 Then he went in and ate and drank. And he said, “See now to this cursed 
woman and bury her, for she is a king's daughter.” 35 But when they went to bury her, they 
found no more of her than the skull and the feet and the palms of her hands. (Dogs!) 36 When 
they came back and told him, he said, “This is the word of the LORD, which he spoke by his 
servant Elijah the Tishbite: ‘In the territory of Jezreel the dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel, 
37 and the corpse of Jezebel shall be as dung on the face of the field in the territory of Jezreel, 
so that no one can say, This is Jezebel.’” (So much for the peaceful transition of power!)

! D. Jehu's rampage continues in Chapter 10: He orders king Ahab's sons 
beheaded. He stacks them in front of the city gate in Jezreel. (The head count is 70!) He 
also kills anyone close to Ahab--his chief men, friends, and priests. Then he happens 
upon relatives of king Ahaziah of Judah, slaughters all of them, 42 total. Jehu teams up 
with Jehonadab of the Rechabites, a nomadic sect who long ago swore an oath to live in 
tents, forage off the land, never drink wine, and never live in cities. Faking allegiance to 
Baal, Jehu sets up a sting operation to draw all the priests of Baal to their temple. The 
priests are killed. Their temple's torched and turned into a latrine. But despite eradicating 
Baal worship, Jehu still allows the worship of golden calves. 2 Kings 10:31 (ESV) gives 
this sad assessment: 31 But Jehu was not careful to walk in the law of the LORD, the God of 
Israel, with all his heart. He did not turn from the sins of Jeroboam, which he made Israel to sin.

! E. How easy is it for God to dispense of an evil king? Easy as Jehu pie! But could 
a more severe judgment than Jehu's be coming one Day? Jesus is often depicted as a 
Gandhi-like figure with long hair and a beard, a Galilean Mr. Rogers, certainly not Jehu-
like. But listen to 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 (NLT) concerning Jesus' return: 7 And God will 
provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also for us when the Lord Jesus appears 
from heaven. He will come with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire, bringing judgment on those 
who don’t know God and on those who refuse to obey the Good News of our Lord Jesus. 
9 They will be punished with eternal destruction, forever separated from the Lord and from His 
glorious power. 10 When He comes on that Day, He will receive glory from His holy people--
praise from all who believe. And this includes you, for you believed what we told you about Him. 
(Revelation 19 is even far more cryptic!)

! F. Jesus has borne the punishment for our sin on the cross. It is our sin for His 
righteousness. (2 Cor. 5:21) Rejecting this has eternal consequences! Either your 
judgment has already been executed on the cross by Jesus or you'll face God's judgment 
at His Great White Throne. Jesus tells us about the judgment worse than Jehu's. 
Revelation 21:6-8 (NLT): 6 And He also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega--the 
Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of 
life. 7 All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will 
be My children. 8 But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, the immoral, those who 
practice witchcraft, idol worshipers, and all liars--their fate is in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 
This is the second death.” (You're hearing this so you never have to face the second death. 
This word is not a prophecy for death but an offer for eternal life. I urge you to receive it!)

* Close with Prayer...



Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

2 Kings 9:1-37 (ESV)
1 Then Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets and said to him, “Tie 
up  your garments, and take this flask of oil in your hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead. 
2 And when you arrive, look there for Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi. And 
go in and have him rise from among his fellows, and lead him to an inner chamber. 
3 Then take the flask of oil and pour it on his head and say, ‘Thus says the LORD, I 
anoint you king over Israel.’ Then open the door and flee; do not linger.” 4 So the young 
man, the servant of the prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead. 5 And when he came, behold, 
the commanders of the army were in council. And he said, “I have a word for you, O 
commander.” And Jehu said, “To which of us all?” And he said, “To you, O commander.” 
6 So he arose and went into the house. And the young man poured the oil on his head, 
saying to him, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, I anoint you king over the people 
of the LORD, over Israel. 7 And you shall strike down the house of Ahab your master, so 
that I may avenge on Jezebel the blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of 
all the servants of the LORD. 8 For the whole house of Ahab shall perish, and I will cut 
off from Ahab every male, bond or free, in Israel. 9 And I will make the house of Ahab 
like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of 
Ahijah. 10 And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the territory  of Jezreel, and none shall bury 
her.” Then he opened the door and fled. 11 When Jehu came out to the servants of his 
master, they said to him, “Is all well? Why did this mad fellow come to you?” And he said 
to them, “You know the fellow and his talk.” 12 And they  said, “That is not true; tell us 
now.” And he said, “Thus and so he spoke to me, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD, I anoint 
you king over Israel.’” 13 Then in haste every man of them took his garment and put it 
under him on the bare steps, and they blew the trumpet and proclaimed, “Jehu is king.” 
14 Thus Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi conspired against Joram. (Now 
Joram with all Israel had been on guard at Ramoth-gilead against Hazael king of Syria, 
15 but King Joram had returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds that the Syrians 
had given him, when he fought with Hazael king of Syria.) So Jehu said, “If this is your 
decision, then let no one slip out of the city to go and tell the news in Jezreel.” 16 Then 
Jehu mounted his chariot and went to Jezreel, for Joram lay  there. And Ahaziah king of 
Judah had come down to visit Joram. 17 Now the watchman was standing on the tower 
in Jezreel, and he saw the company of Jehu as he came and said, “I see a company.” 
And Joram said, “Take a horseman and send to meet them, and let him say, ‘Is it 
peace?’” 18 So a man on horseback went to meet him and said, “Thus says the king, ‘Is 
it peace?’” And Jehu said, “What do you have to do with peace? Turn around and ride 
behind me.” And the watchman reported, saying, “The messenger reached them, but he 
is not coming back.” 19 Then he sent out a second horseman, who came to them and 
said, “Thus the king has said, ‘Is it peace?’” And Jehu answered, “What do you have to 
do with peace? Turn around and ride behind me.” 20 Again the watchman reported, “He 
reached them, but he is not coming back. And the driving is like the driving of Jehu the 
son of Nimshi, for he drives furiously.” 21  Joram said, “Make ready.” And they made 
ready his chariot. Then Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah set out, each in 
his chariot, and went to meet Jehu, and met him at the property of Naboth the 



Jezreelite. 22 And when Joram saw Jehu, he said, “Is it peace, Jehu?” He answered, 
“What peace can there be, so long as the whorings and the sorceries of your mother 
Jezebel are so many?” 23  Then Joram reined about and fled, saying to Ahaziah, 
“Treachery, O Ahaziah!” 24  And Jehu drew his bow with his full strength, and shot 
Joram between the shoulders, so that the arrow pierced his heart, and he sank in his 
chariot. 25  Jehu said to Bidkar his aide, “Take him up and throw him on the plot of 
ground belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite. For remember, when you and I rode side by 
side behind Ahab  his father, how the LORD made this pronouncement against him: 
26  ‘As surely  as I saw yesterday the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons—
declares the LORD—I will repay you on this plot of ground.’ Now therefore take him up 
and throw him on the plot of ground, in accordance with the word of the LORD.” 
27 When Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled in the direction of Beth-haggan. 
And Jehu pursued him and said, “Shoot him also.” And they shot him in the chariot at 
the ascent of Gur, which is by Ibleam. And he fled to Megiddo and died there. 28 His 
servants carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb with his 
fathers in the city of David. 29 In the eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab, Ahaziah 
began to reign over Judah. 30 When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it. And she 
painted her eyes and adorned her head and looked out of the window. 31 And as Jehu 
entered the gate, she said, “Is it peace, you Zimri, murderer of your master?” 32 And he 
lifted up his face to the window and said, “Who is on my side? Who?” Two or three 
eunuchs looked out at him. 33 He said, “Throw her down.” So they threw her down. And 
some of her blood spattered on the wall and on the horses, and they trampled on her. 
34 Then he went in and ate and drank. And he said, “See now to this cursed woman 
and bury  her, for she is a king's daughter.” 35 But when they went to bury her, they 
found no more of her than the skull and the feet and the palms of her hands. 36 When 
they came back and told him, he said, “This is the word of the LORD, which he spoke by 
his servant Elijah the Tishbite: ‘In the territory of Jezreel the dogs shall eat the flesh of 
Jezebel, 37 and the corpse of Jezebel shall be as dung on the face of the field in the 
territory of Jezreel, so that no one can say, This is Jezebel.’” 

Daniel 2:20-22 (NKJV)
20 Daniel answered and said: “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for 
wisdom and might are His. 21 And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes 
kings and raises up  kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who 
have understanding. 22 He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in the 
darkness, and light dwells with Him."

2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 (NLT)
7 And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also for us when the 
Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will come with His mighty  angels, 8 in flaming fire, 
bringing judgment on those who don’t know God and on those who refuse to obey the 
Good News of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with eternal destruction, forever 
separated from the Lord and from His glorious power. 10 When He comes on that Day, 
He will receive glory from His holy people--praise from all who believe. And this includes 
you, for you believed what we told you about Him.



Revelation 21:6-8 (NLT)
6 And He also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega--the Beginning and 
the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of life. 7 All 
who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be 
My children. 8 But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, the immoral, those 
who practice witchcraft, idol worshipers, and all liars--their fate is in the fiery lake of 
burning sulfur. This is the second death.”

Bonus Goodies

Why Read Stories of Israel's Kings? - John Piper
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iIkg6yAhYfE

The Great White Thorne Judgment - John MacArthur
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uIem2fstws

Let the Global Church Give You Perspective - Trevin Wax
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/global-church-perspective/

The Spiritual Discipline of Shutting Up - Craig Thompson
http://www.craigthompson.org/2022/03/23/the-spiritual-discipline-of-shutting-up/

More Verses, Quotes, Excerpts, & Extras

2 Kings 10:1-36 (ESV) The Rest of Jehu's Story
1 Now Ahab  had seventy sons in Samaria. So Jehu wrote letters and sent them to 
Samaria, to the rulers of the city, to the elders, and to the guardians of the sons of Ahab, 
saying, 2 “Now then, as soon as this letter comes to you, seeing your master's sons are 
with you, and there are with you chariots and horses, fortified cities also, and weapons, 
3 select the best and fittest of your master's sons and set him on his father's throne and 
fight for your master's house.” 4 But they were exceedingly  afraid and said, “Behold, the 
two kings could not stand before him. How then can we stand?” 5 So he who was over 
the palace, and he who was over the city, together with the elders and the guardians, 
sent to Jehu, saying, “We are your servants, and we will do all that you tell us. We will 
not make anyone king. Do whatever is good in your eyes.” 6 Then he wrote to them a 
second letter, saying, “If you are on my side, and if you are ready to obey me, take the 
heads of your master's sons and come to me at Jezreel tomorrow at this time.” Now the 
king's sons, seventy persons, were with the great men of the city, who were bringing 
them up. 7 And as soon as the letter came to them, they took the king's sons and 
slaughtered them, seventy persons, and put their heads in baskets and sent them to 
him at Jezreel. 8 When the messenger came and told him, “They have brought the 
heads of the king's sons,” he said, “Lay them in two heaps at the entrance of the gate 
until the morning.” 9 Then in the morning, when he went out, he stood and said to all the 
people, “You are innocent. It was I who conspired against my master and killed him, but 
who struck down all these? 10 Know then that there shall fall to the earth nothing of the 



word of the LORD, which the LORD spoke concerning the house of Ahab, for the LORD 
has done what He said by  His servant Elijah.” 11 So Jehu struck down all who remained 
of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, all his great men and his close friends and his priests, 
until he left him none remaining. 12 Then he set out and went to Samaria. On the way, 
when he was at Beth-eked of the Shepherds, 13 Jehu met the relatives of Ahaziah king 
of Judah, and he said, “Who are you?” And they answered, “We are the relatives of 
Ahaziah, and we came down to visit the royal princes and the sons of the queen 
mother.” 14 He said, “Take them alive.” And they took them alive and slaughtered them 
at the pit of Beth-eked, forty-two persons, and he spared none of them. 15 And when he 
departed from there, he met Jehonadab the son of Rechab  coming to meet him. And he 
greeted him and said to him, “Is your heart true to my heart as mine is to yours?” And 
Jehonadab  answered, “It is.” Jehu said, “If it is, give me your hand.” So he gave him his 
hand. And Jehu took him up  with him into the chariot. 16 And he said, “Come with me, 
and see my zeal for the LORD.” So he had him ride in his chariot. 17 And when he came 
to Samaria, he struck down all who remained to Ahab in Samaria, till he had wiped them 
out, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke to Elijah. 18  Then Jehu 
assembled all the people and said to them, “Ahab served Baal a little, but Jehu will 
serve him much. 19 Now therefore call to me all the prophets of Baal, all his worshipers 
and all his priests. Let none be missing, for I have a great sacrifice to offer to Baal. 
Whoever is missing shall not live.” But Jehu did it with cunning in order to destroy the 
worshipers of Baal. 20 And Jehu ordered, “Sanctify a solemn assembly for Baal.” So 
they proclaimed it. 21 And Jehu sent throughout all Israel, and all the worshipers of Baal 
came, so that there was not a man left who did not come. And they entered the house of 
Baal, and the house of Baal was filled from one end to the other. 22 He said to him who 
was in charge of the wardrobe, “Bring out the vestments for all the worshipers of Baal.” 
So he brought out the vestments for them. 23 Then Jehu went into the house of Baal 
with Jehonadab  the son of Rechab, and he said to the worshipers of Baal, “Search, and 
see that there is no servant of the LORD here among you, but only the worshipers of 
Baal.” 24  Then they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now Jehu had 
stationed eighty men outside and said, “The man who allows any of those whom I give 
into your hands to escape shall forfeit his life.” 25 So as soon as he had made an end of 
offering the burnt offering, Jehu said to the guard and to the officers, “Go in and strike 
them down; let not a man escape.” So when they  put them to the sword, the guard and 
the officers cast them out and went into the inner room of the house of Baal, 26 and 
they brought out the pillar that was in the house of Baal and burned it. 27 And they 
demolished the pillar of Baal, and demolished the house of Baal, and made it a latrine to 
this day. 28 Thus Jehu wiped out Baal from Israel. 29 But Jehu did not turn aside from 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin—that is, the golden 
calves that were in Bethel and in Dan. 30 And the LORD said to Jehu, “Because you 
have done well in carrying out what is right in My eyes, and have done to the house of 
Ahab according to all that was in My heart, your sons of the fourth generation shall sit 
on the throne of Israel.” 31 But Jehu was not careful to walk in the law of the LORD, the 
God of Israel, with all his heart. He did not turn from the sins of Jeroboam, which he 
made Israel to sin. 32  In those days the LORD began to cut off parts of Israel. Hazael 
defeated them throughout the territory of Israel: 33  from the Jordan eastward, all the 
land of Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reubenites, and the Manassites, from Aroer, which 



is by the Valley of the Arnon, that is, Gilead and Bashan. 34 Now the rest of the acts of 
Jehu and all that he did, and all his might, are they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 35 So Jehu slept with his fathers, and they buried him 
in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son reigned in his place. 36 The time that Jehu reigned 
over Israel in Samaria was twenty-eight years. 

1 Kings 21:1-28 (ESV) Naboth's Vineyard
1 Now Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard in Jezreel, beside the palace of Ahab king 
of Samaria. 2 And after this Ahab said to Naboth, “Give me your vineyard, that I may 
have it for a vegetable garden, because it is near my house, and I will give you a better 
vineyard for it; or, if it seems good to you, I will give you its value in money.” 3 But 
Naboth said to Ahab, “The LORD forbid that I should give you the inheritance of my 
fathers.” 4 And Ahab went into his house vexed and sullen because of what Naboth the 
Jezreelite had said to him, for he had said, “I will not give you the inheritance of my 
fathers.” And he lay  down on his bed and turned away his face and would eat no food. 
5 But Jezebel his wife came to him and said to him, “Why is your spirit so vexed that 
you eat no food?” 6 And he said to her, “Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite and 
said to him, ‘Give me your vineyard for money, or else, if it please you, I will give you 
another vineyard for it.’ And he answered, ‘I will not give you my vineyard.’” 7  And 
Jezebel his wife said to him, “Do you now govern Israel? Arise and eat bread and let 
your heart be cheerful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” 8 So she 
wrote letters in Ahab's name and sealed them with his seal, and she sent the letters to 
the elders and the leaders who lived with Naboth in his city. 9 And she wrote in the 
letters, “Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth at the head of the people. 10 And set two 
worthless men opposite him, and let them bring a charge against him, saying, ‘You have 
cursed God and the king.’ Then take him out and stone him to death.” 11 And the men 
of his city, the elders and the leaders who lived in his city, did as Jezebel had sent word 
to them. As it was written in the letters that she had sent to them, 12 they proclaimed a 
fast and set Naboth at the head of the people. 13 And the two worthless men came in 
and sat opposite him. And the worthless men brought a charge against Naboth in the 
presence of the people, saying, “Naboth cursed God and the king.” So they took him 
outside the city and stoned him to death with stones. 14 Then they sent to Jezebel, 
saying, “Naboth has been stoned; he is dead.” 15  As soon as Jezebel heard that 
Naboth had been stoned and was dead, Jezebel said to Ahab, “Arise, take possession 
of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give you for money, for 
Naboth is not alive, but dead.” 16 And as soon as Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, 
Ahab arose to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it.
17 Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18 “Arise, go down to 
meet Ahab king of Israel, who is in Samaria; behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, 
where he has gone to take possession. 19 And you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the 
LORD, “Have you killed and also taken possession?”’ And you shall say to him, ‘Thus 
says the LORD: “In the place where dogs licked up the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick 
your own blood.”’” 20 Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me, O my enemy?” He 
answered, “I have found you, because you have sold yourself to do what is evil in the 
sight of the LORD. 21 Behold, I will bring disaster upon you. I will utterly burn you up, 
and will cut off from Ahab every  male, bond or free, in Israel. 22 And I will make your 



house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the 
son of Ahijah, for the anger to which you have provoked Me, and because you have 
made Israel to sin. 23 And of Jezebel the LORD also said, ‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel 
within the walls of Jezreel.’ 24 Anyone belonging to Ahab who dies in the city the dogs 
shall eat, and anyone of his who dies in the open country the birds of the heavens shall 
eat.” 25 (There was none who sold himself to do what was evil in the sight of the LORD 
like Ahab, whom Jezebel his wife incited. 26 He acted very abominably in going after 
idols, as the Amorites had done, whom the LORD cast out before the people of Israel.) 
27 And when Ahab heard those words, he tore his clothes and put sackcloth on his flesh 
and fasted and lay in sackcloth and went about dejectedly. 28 And the word of the LORD 
came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29 “Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself 
before Me? Because he has humbled himself before Me, I will not bring the disaster in 
his days; but in his son's days I will bring the disaster upon his house.”

Jeremiah 35:1-19 (ESV) All About the Tent-Dwelling Rechabites
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah, king of Judah: 2 “Go to the house of the Rechabites and speak with them and 
bring them to the house of the LORD, into one of the chambers; then offer them wine to 
drink.” 3 So I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, son of Habazziniah and his brothers 
and all his sons and the whole house of the Rechabites. 4 I brought them to the house 
of the LORD into the chamber of the sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, the man of God, 
which was near the chamber of the officials, above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of 
Shallum, keeper of the threshold. 5 Then I set before the Rechabites pitchers full of 
wine, and cups, and I said to them, “Drink wine.” 6 But they answered, “We will drink no 
wine, for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, commanded us, ‘You shall not drink 
wine, neither you nor your sons forever. 7 You shall not build a house; you shall not sow 
seed; you shall not plant or have a vineyard; but you shall live in tents all your days, that 
you may live many days in the land where you sojourn.’ 8 We have obeyed the voice of 
Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, in all that he commanded us, to drink no wine all 
our days, ourselves, our wives, our sons, or our daughters, 9 and not to build houses to 
dwell in. We have no vineyard or field or seed, 10 but we have lived in tents and have 
obeyed and done all that Jonadab our father commanded us. 11 But when 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against the land, we said, ‘Come, and let us 
go to Jerusalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans and the army of the Syrians.’ So 
we are living in Jerusalem.” 12 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 13 “Thus 
says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Go and say to the people of Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will you not receive instruction and listen to My words? 
declares the LORD. 14 The command that Jonadab  the son of Rechab  gave to his sons, 
to drink no wine, has been kept, and they drink none to this day, for they have obeyed 
their father's command. I have spoken to you persistently, but you have not listened to 
Me. 15  I have sent to you all My servants the prophets, sending them persistently, 
saying, ‘Turn now every one of you from his evil way, and amend your deeds, and do 
not go after other gods to serve them, and then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to 
you and your fathers.’ But you did not incline your ear or listen to Me. 16 The sons of 
Jonadab the son of Rechab have kept the command that their father gave them, but this 
people has not obeyed Me. 17 Therefore, thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the 



God of Israel: Behold, I am bringing upon Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all 
the disaster that I have pronounced against them, because I have spoken to them and 
they have not listened, I have called to them and they have not answered." 18 But to the 
house of the Rechabites Jeremiah said, “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of 
Israel: Because you have obeyed the command of Jonadab your father and kept all his 
precepts and done all that he commanded you, 19  therefore thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Jonadab the son of Rechab shall never lack a man to stand 
before Me.”

Revelation 19:11-21 (NLT) When Jesus Returns
11 Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its rider was 
named Faithful and True, for He judges fairly and wages a righteous war. 12 His eyes 
were like flames of fire, and on His head were many crowns. A name was written on 
Him that no one understood except Himself. 13 He wore a robe dipped in blood, and His 
title was the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure white 
linen, followed Him on white horses. 15 From His mouth came a sharp  sword to strike 
down the nations. He will rule them with an iron rod. He will release the fierce wrath of 
God, the Almighty, like juice flowing from a winepress. 16 On His robe at His thigh was 
written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all lords. 17 Then I saw an angel standing 
in the sun, shouting to the vultures flying high in the sky: “Come! Gather together for the 
great banquet God has prepared. 18 Come and eat the flesh of kings, generals, and 
strong warriors; of horses and their riders; and of all humanity, both free and slave, 
small and great.” 19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the world and their armies 
gathered together to fight against the One sitting on the horse and His army. 20 And the 
beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who did mighty miracles on behalf 
of the beast--miracles that deceived all who had accepted the mark of the beast and 
who worshiped his statue. Both the beast and his false prophet were thrown alive into 
the fiery  lake of burning sulfur. 21 Their entire army was killed by the sharp  sword that 
came from the mouth of the One riding the white horse. And the vultures all gorged 
themselves on the dead bodies.

Revelation 20:11-15 (ESV)
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated on it. From His presence 
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great 
and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the 
books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in 
it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each 
one of them, according to what they  had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown 
into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name 
was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

John Newton on Napoleon
"The wrath of man, so far as it is permitted to act, shall praise Him [God]... It is the same 
now with [Napoleon] Bonaparte. When I heard of his unexpected escape from Syria, 



and arrival in France, I instantly  concluded that the Lord had some important business 
for him to do. And when he has done his work, he will be laid aside, as many who have 
been in services not so fit for the godly." 
- John Newton, from Memoirs of the Life and Correspondence of Mrs. Hannah More, Vol. 3. London 1835, p. 154.

Quote by Stephen Charnock
"Not all the vials of judgment that have or shall be poured out upon the wicked world, 
nor the flaming furnace of a sinner’s conscience, nor the irreversible sentence 
pronounced against the rebellious demons, nor the groans of the damned creatures – 
give such a demonstration of God’s hatred of sin – as the wrath of God let loose upon 
His Son!   Never did divine holiness appear more beautiful and lovely than at the time 
our Savior’s countenance was most marred in the midst of His dying groans – when 
God had turned His smiling face from Him, and thrust His sharp  knife into His heart, 
which forced that terrible cry from Him, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me!”
- Stephen Charnock, (1628 - 1680) English Puritan, Presbyterian Pastor, Christian Author.

Quote by John Stott
"Christ’s fourth indirect claim was to judge the world. This is perhaps the most fantastic 
of all His statements. Several of His parables imply that He will come back at the end of 
the world, and that the final day of reckoning will be postponed until His return. He will 
Himself arouse the dead, and all the nations will be gathered before Him. He will sit on 
the throne of His glory, and the judgment will be committed to Him by the Father. He will 
then separate men from one another as a shepherd separates his sheep from his goats. 
Some will be invited to come and inherit the kingdom prepared for them from the 
foundation of the world. Others will hear the dreadful words, 'Depart from Me, you 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.' Not only will Jesus be 
the judge, but the criterion of judgment will be men’s attitude to Him as shown in their 
treatment of His 'brethren' or their response to His word. Those who have 
acknowledged Him before men He will acknowledge before His Father: those who have 
denied Him, He will deny. Indeed, for a man to be excluded from heaven on the last day, 
it will be enough for Jesus to say, "I never knew you.” 
- John Stott, Basic Christianity.

Quote by Harold Senkbeil
"Most people think that the human dilemma is that our lives are out of adjustment; we 
don't meet God's expectations. Salvation then becomes a matter of rearranging our 
priorities and adjusting our life-style to correspond with God's will. In its crassest form, 
this error leads people to think they earn their own salvation. More often in today's 
evangelical world, that error has a more subtle disguise: armed with forgiveness through 
Jesus, people are urged to practice the techniques and principles Christ gave to bring 
their life-style back into line. It is certainly true that sinful lives are out of adjustment. We 
are all in need of the Spirit's sanctifying power. But that comes only after our real 
problem is solved. Sins are just the symptom; our real dilemma is death. God warned 
Adam and Eve that the knowledge of came with a high price tag: "...when you eat of 
(the tree of the knowledge of good and evil) you will surely  die" (Ge. 2:17). Our first 
parents wanted to be like God and were willing to pay the price. And we are still paying 
the price: "the wages of sin is death…" (Rom. 6:23) "...in Adam we all die" (1 Cor. 



15:22); "...you were dead in your transgressions and sins" (Eph. 2:1). The real problem 
we all face is death. Physical death, to be sure. But ultimately  and most horribly, 
spiritual death--being cut off from God forever. And everyone must die. You can either 
die alone or in Jesus. In His death Jesus Christ swallowed up our death, and rose again 
triumphantly to take all of the teeth out of the grave. In the promise of the resurrection, 
death loses its power. When we die with Jesus, we really live!" 
 - Harold Senkbeil, Dying To Live: The Power of Forgiveness, p 13.

Quote by Jerry Bridges
"God, by the very perfection of His moral nature, cannot but be angry at sin – not only 
because of its destructiveness to humans, but, more important, because of its assault 
on His divine majesty. This is not the mere petulance of an offended deity because His 
commands are not obeyed. It is rather the necessary response of God to uphold His 
moral authority  in His universe. And though God’s wrath does not contain the sinful 
emotions associated with human wrath, it does contain a fierce intensity arising from His 
settled opposition to sin and His determination to punish it to the utmost."

Quote by D.A. Carson
"God’s wrath is not an implacable, blind rage. However emotional it may be, it is an 
entirely  reasonable and willed response to offenses against His holiness. But His love…
wells up  amidst His perfections and is not generated by  the loveliness of the loved. 
Thus there is nothing intrinsically impossible about wrath and love being directed toward 
the same individual or people at the same time. God in His perfections must be wrathful 
against His rebel image-breakers, for they have offended Him; God in His perfections 
must be loving toward His rebel image-bearers, for He is that kind of God.

Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon
“The hearing of the gospel involves the hearer in responsibility. It is a great privilege to 
hear the gospel. You may smile and think there is nothing very great in it. The damned 
in hell know. Oh, what would they  give if they could hear the gospel now? If they could 
come back and entertain but the shadow of a hope that they might escape from the 
wrath to come? The saved in heaven estimate this privilege at a high rate, for, having 
obtained salvation through the preaching of this gospel, they can never cease to bless 
their God for calling them by His word of truth. O that you knew it! On your dying beds 
the listening to a gospel sermon will seem another thing than it seems now.

Judged by A Different Set of Standards
In Words We Live By, Brian Burrell tells of an armed robber named Dennis Lee Curtis 
who was arrested in 1992 in Rapid City, South Dakota. Curtis apparently  had scruples 
about his thievery. In his wallet the police found a sheet of paper on which was written 
the following code:

I will not kill anyone unless I have to.
I will take cash and food stamps—no checks.
I will rob only at night.
I will not wear a mask.



I will not rob mini-marts or 7-Eleven stores.
If I get chased by cops on foot, I will get away. If chased by vehicle, I will not put the 
lives of innocent civilians on the line.
I will rob only seven months out of the year.
I will enjoy robbing from the rich to give to the poor.

This thief had a sense of morality, but it was flawed. When he stood before the court, he 
was not judged by the standards he had set for himself but by the higher law of the 
state. Likewise when we stand before God, we will not be judged by the code of morality 
we have written for ourselves but by God’s perfect law.
- Taken from Craig Brian Larson, Choice Contemporary Stories and Illustrations (Baker, 1998), p.181.

Standing Where Fire's Been
By H.A. Ironside

One of the first gospel illustrations that ever made a real impression upon my young 
heart was a simple story which I heard a preacher tell when I was less than nine years 
old.

It was of pioneers who were making their way across one of the central states to a 
distant place that had been opened up for homesteading. They traveled in covered 
wagons drawn by oxen, and progress was necessarily  slow. One day they were 
horrified to note a long line of smoke in the west, stretching for miles across the prairie, 
and soon it was evident that the dried grass was burning fiercely and coming toward 
them rapidly. They had crossed a river the day before but it would be impossible to go 
back to that before the flames would be upon them. One man only  seemed to have 
understanding as to what could be done. He gave the command to set fire to the grass 
behind them. Then when a space was burned over, the whole company moved back 
upon it. As the flames roared on toward them from the west, a little girl cried out in 
terror, "Are you sure we shall not all be burned up?" The leader replied, "My child, the 
flames cannot reach us here, for we are standing where the fire has been!"

What a picture of the believer, who is safe in Christ!

"On Him Almighty vengeance fell,
Which would have sunk a world to hell.
He bore it for a chosen race,
And thus becomes our Hiding Place."

The fires of God's judgment burned themselves out on Him, and all who are in Christ 
are safe forever, for they are now standing where the fire has been.
- H.A. Ironside, Illustrations of Bible Truth, Moody Press, 1945, p.p. 34-35.

Settling Accounts

https://amzn.to/36a9HlG
https://amzn.to/36a9HlG


The story is told of a farmer in a Midwestern state who had a strong disdain for 
“religious” things. As he plowed his field on Sunday morning, he would shake his fist at 
the church people who passed by on their way to worship. October came and the 
farmer had his finest crop  ever–the best in the entire county. When the harvest was 
complete, he placed an advertisement in the local paper which belittled the Christians 
for their faith in God. Near the end of his diatribe he wrote, “Faith in God must not mean 
much if someone like me can prosper.” The response from the Christians in the 
community was quiet and polite. In the next edition of the town paper, a small ad 
appeared. It read simply, “God doesn’t settle His accounts in October.”
- William E. Brown in Making Sense of Your Faith.

Of the State of Men after Death and of the Resurrection of the Dead 
The Westminster Confession of Faith
http://www.covenantofgrace.com/westminster_chapter32.htm

I. “The bodies of men, after death, return to dust, and see corruption: but their souls, 
which neither die nor sleep, having an immortal subsistence, immediately  return to God 
who gave them: the souls of the righteous, being then made perfect in holiness, are 
received into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of God, in light and glory, 
waiting for the full redemption of their bodies. And the souls of the wicked are cast into 
hell, where they remain in torments and utter darkness, reserved to the judgment of the 
great day. Beside these two places, for souls separated from their bodies, the Scripture 
acknowledges none.” 

II. "At the last day, such as are found alive shall not die, but be changed and all the 
dead shall be raised up, with the self-same bodies, and none other, although with 
different qualities, which shall be united again to their souls for ever."

III. "The bodies of the unjust shall, by  the power of Christ, be raised to dishonour; the 
bodies of the just, by His Spirit, unto honour, and be made conformable to His own 
glorious body."
- The Westminster Confession, (Chapter XXXII), 1646.

The Final Judgment
The Reformation Study Bible - R.C. Sproul - General Editor

The certainty  of final judgment is the background against which the New Testament 
message of saving grace is set. Paul no less than Jesus stresses this certainty. 
According to Paul, Jesus Christ saves us from "the wrath to come" (1Thess. 1:10) on 
"the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed" (Rom. 2:5; cf. John 
3:36; Rom. 5:9; Eph. 5:6; Col. 3:6; Rev. 6:17; 19:15). Throughout Scripture, God's 
indignation," "anger," and "fury" are judicial; these words point to the holy Creator as the 
active Judge of sin. The message of coming judgment for all mankind, with Jesus Christ 
completing the work of His mediatorial kingdom by acting as Judge on His Father's 
behalf, runs throughout the New Testament (Matt. 13:40-43; 25:41-46; John 5:22-30; 



Acts 10:42; 2 Cor. 5:10; 2 Tim 4:1; Heb. 9:27; 10:25-31; 12:23; 2 Pet. 3:7; Jude 6, 7; 
Rev. 20:11-15). When Christ comes again and history is completed, all people of all 
times will be raised for the judgment and take their place before Christ's throne. The 
event surpasses imagination, but the human imagination is not the measure of what 
God will do. 

At the judgment every person will give an individual account to God, and God through 
Christ "will render to each one according to his works" (Rom. 2:6; cf. Ps. 62:12; Matt. 
16:27; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 22:12). The regenerate, who as servants of Christ have learned 
to love righteousness and desire the glory of heaven, will be acknowledged, and on the 
basis of Christ's merit on their behalf they will be awarded the righteousness they  seek. 
The rest will go to a destiny commensurate with the godless way of life they have 
chosen, a place assigned to them on the basis of their own demerit (Rom. 2:6-11). How 
much they knew of the will of God will determine the severity of their condemnation 
(Matt. 11:20-24; Luke 11:42-48; Rom. 2:12).

The judgment will demonstrate the perfect justice of God. In a world of sinners, where 
God has "allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways" (Acts 14:16), evil is rampant, 
and doubts arise about how God, if He is sovereign, can be just, or, if He is just, can be 
sovereign. But God will be glorified in rendering just judgment, and the Last Judgment 
will answer every suspicion that He has ceased to care about righteousness (Ps. 
50:16-21; Rev. 6:10; 16:5-7; 19:1-5).

For those who profess to belong to Christ, a review of their words and works (Matt. 
12:36, 37) will show whether their profession is the fruit of an honest and good heart 
(Matt. 12:33-35), or a deceptive hypocrisy  (Matt. 7:21-23). Everything will be exposed 
on Judgment Day (1 Cor. 4:5), and each person will receive from God what fairly 
belongs to them. Those whose professed faith did not express itself in a new life, 
marked by hatred of sin and love of righteousness, will be lost (Matt. 18:23-35; 
25:34-46; James 2:14-26). Yet God has announced the day of judgment before the time 
commanding everyone to repent and love life rather than death (Deut. 30:19; Luke 
13:24).
-Theological Note on Matthew 24-25, Reformation Study Bible, R.C. Sproul, General Editor,  p. 1404.


