
UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN

I. Isaiah 9:6-7  John 3:16-18   1 John 4:9-11  2 Corinthians 9:15
!
! A. Isaiah 9:6-7 (NKJV) foretells of Jesus like this: 6 For unto us a Child is born, unto us 
a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of His 
government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to 
order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal 
of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

! B. In 1962, the Sawi Tribe in Irian Jaya of New Guinea were at war with the Haenam 
Tribe. Both tribes were brutal and bloodthirsty headhunters. A missionary couple 
established a base camp among the Sawi. Their names were Don & Carol Richardson. 
Carol ran the medical clinic while Don put together an alphabet and language for the 
Sawi. But the bloodshed continued. 14 battles took place in their midst. When Don told 
the Sawi about Jesus they actually viewed Judas Iscariot with higher esteem, valuing 
betrayal as the highest of virtues. Seemingly getting nowhere with the Sawi, Richardson 
decided to close the mission. But then a peculiar ritual took place between these two 
waring tribes. They gathered face to face in silence. Then the chief of the Sawi, standing 
beside his wife, grabbed their infant son from her arms, held him above his head as his 
wife screamed, and then handed the baby over to the enemy chief. Baffled, Richardson 
was told the baby would be renamed and raised by the Haenam. As long as he lived, all 
tribal wars would cease. He'd be known as the Peace Child. Richardson saw his moment. 
He gathered the tribe and told them how Jesus was the the ultimate Peace Child between 
God and man. A spiritual awakening ensued. Many came to Christ. Don went on to 
translate the Scriptures into the Sawi language. The fruit of this Gospel ministry has 
continued, 60 years and counting...

! C. Isaiah 9:6 is about the ultimate Peace Child: "For unto us a Child is born, unto us a 
Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." (The Bread & Cup 
remind us.)

! D. In John 3:16-18 (ESV) Jesus puts it this way: 16 For God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through Him. 18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does 
not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God.  (The Bread & Cup remind us.)

! E. 1 John 4:9-11 (NIV) after Jesus' death & resurrection, echoes the same: 9 This is 
how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might 
live through Him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son 
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another.  (The Bread & Cup remind us.)

! F. The late Baptist Theologian, Bernard Ramm said this about the Son who was 
given: "If God became incarnate, what kind of man would He be? If God became a man we 



would expect His human life to be sinless. Jesus was. If God were to become a man we would 
expect Him to be a model of purity. Jesus was. If God were a man we would expect His words 
to be the greatest ever spoken. Jesus' words were. If God were to become a man we would 
expect Him to exert a profound power over human personality. Jesus did. If God were to 
become a man we would expect some supernatural acts. And Jesus did them. If God were to 
become a man we would expect Him to manifest the love of God. And Jesus did in dying on the 
cross.  (The Bread & Cup remind us.)

! G. The Bible tells us how God tested Abraham's faith by instructing him to build 
an altar to sacrifice his son, Isaac. Of course God stopped Abraham before it would take 
place. The late Warren Wiersbe tells of an exchange between Martin Luther and his wife, 
Katharina regarding this story: "For family devotions, Martin Luther once read the 
account of Abraham offering Isaac on the altar in Genesis 22. His wife, Katie, said, 'I do 
not believe it. God would not have treated His son like that!' 'But, Katie,' Luther replied, 
'He did!'”

! H. Most of us could never allow ourselves to even consider the extreme notion of 
sacrificing our child or our grandchild in order to make peace with a sworn enemy. Not a 
chance! Perish even the thought! But we are not God! He is altogether other! His ways 
are not our ways--not even close! And His love far far far surpasses our own! No greater 
Gift was ever given! No greater love was ever on display!

! I. If you got everything you wanted for Christmas--you decked all your halls with 
boughs of holly and strings of twinkling lights; your family from near and far gathered 
around the fireplace eating roasted chestnuts and s'mores while sipping hot cocoa and 
spiced cider; you feasted on ham, turkey, or prime rib and every delectable dessert ever 
handcrafted in a kitchen; you got snow and then some and your yuletide was draped in 
white with shooting stars filling the night sky; you watched all your favorite holiday 
movies, the classics along with Hallmark's very best; but then covered up under all the 
glitter & glitz you missed, "Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given," then you'll 
have missed Christmas, royally!

! J. The first Christmas Tree was not a Balsam Hill, it was the one on Skull Hill. It 
was the cross upon which the ultimate Peace Child would suffer and die for our sins. 
God truly gave His only Son to die for His enemies--us! And He did that to make us His 
children! There is no greater love than this! 2 Corinthians 9:15 (VOICE) is our best 
response and it takes us to our Lord's Table: "Praise God for this incredible, unbelievable, 
indescribable Gift!"  (The Bread & Cup remind us.)

* Pray & Officiate Communion...

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

Isaiah 9:6-7 (NKJV) 
6 For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon 
His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace 
there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and 



establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will perform this.

John 3:16-18 (ESV)
16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only  Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him. 
18  Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.

1 John 4:9-11 (NIV)
9 This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through Him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

2 Corinthians 9:15 (VOICE) 
15 Praise God for this incredible, unbelievable, indescribable gift!

Quote by Bernard Ramm (1916 - 1992)
"If God became incarnate, what kind of man would He be? If God became a man we 
would expect His human life to be sinless. Jesus was. If God were to become a man we 
would expect Him to be a model of purity. Jesus was. If God were a man we would 
expect His words to be the greatest ever spoken. Jesus' words were. If God were to 
become a man we would expect Him to exert a profound power over human personality. 
Jesus did. If God were to become a man we would expect some supernatural acts. And 
Jesus did them. If God were to become a man we would expect Him to manifest the 
love of God. And Jesus did in dying on the cross.
- Bernard L. Ramm, 1916 - 1992) was a Baptist theologian and apologist within the broad evangelical tradition. He 
wrote prolifically on topics concerned with biblical hermeneutics, religion and science, Christology, and apologetics.

Abraham’s Offering
For family devotions, Martin Luther once read the account of Abraham offering Isaac on 
the altar in Genesis 22. His wife, Katie, said, “I do not believe it. God would not have 
treated his son like that!” “But, Katie,” Luther replied, “He did.”  
- The Wycliffe Handbook of Preaching & Preachers, Warren Wiersbe, p. 191.

Bonus Goodies

"Unto Us" (Isaiah 9:6) - Dave & Jess Ray
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfBc-0HvE2s

"Isaiah 9:6" from Handel's Messiah - London Symphony Orchestra
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ZLXZ8cZhSU



Don Richardson - A Man on A Mission (The Peace Child Story)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjGo03YOKMc

"Peace on Earth" - Chris Rice (from Merry Chris Rice)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2w0VT1uABU

How God Gives Peace on Earth - John Piper
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ud39fkTRfkY

Labor to Give (or Take) No Offense - Jon Bloom (Desiring God)
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/labor-to-give-or-take-no-offense

John 4:10 (ESV)
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living 
water.”

Romans 5:8-10 (NLT)
8 But God showed His great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were 
still sinners. 9 And since we have been made right in God’s sight by  the blood of Christ, 
He will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 10 For since our friendship  with God 
was restored by the death of His Son while we were still His enemies, we will certainly 
be saved through the life of His Son.

Galatians 1:3-5 (NKJV)
3 Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave 
Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the 
will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

James 1:16-18 (NIV)
16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change 
like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we 
might be a kind of firstfruits of all He created.

Quote by Athanasius
"He became what we are that He might make us what He is."

Augustine's Incarnation Poem
Maker of the sun,
He is made under the sun.
In the Father He remains,
From His mother He goes forth.
Creator of heaven and earth,
He was born on earth under heaven.



Unspeakably wise,
He is wisely speechless.
Filling the world,
He lies in a manger.
Ruler of the stars,
He nurses at His mother’s bosom.
He is both great in the nature of God,
And small in the form of a servant.

Quote by Augustine
"Man’s maker was made man that He, Ruler of the stars, might nurse at His mother’s 
breast; that the Bread might hunger, the Fountain thirst, the Light sleep, the Way be 
tired on its journey; that Truth might be accused of false witnesses, the Teacher be 
beaten with whips, the Foundation be suspended on wood; that Strength might grow 
weak; that the Healer might be wounded; that Life might die."

Quote by Henry Law
"A lowly Babe lies in the lowly cradle of a lowly town, the offspring of a lowly mother. 
Look again. That child is the eternal “I AM.” He whose Deity never had birth, is born “the 
woman’s Seed.” He, whom no infinitudes can hold, is contained within infant’s age, and 
infant’s form. He, who never began to be, as God, here begins to be, as man. And can it 
be, that the great “I AM THAT I AM” shrinks into our flesh, and is little upon our earth, as 
one newborn of yesterday? It is so."

Quote by C.S. Lewis
"Among the Jews there suddenly turns up  a Man who goes about talking as if He was 
God… Now let us get this clear. Among Pantheists, anyone might say  that he was part 
of God, or one with God: There would be nothing very odd about it. But this Man, since 
He was a Jew, could not mean that kind of God. God, in their language, meant the 
Being outside the world who made it and was infinitely different from anything else. And 
when you have grasped that, you will see that what this Man said was, quite simply, the 
most shocking thing that has ever been uttered by human lips."

Quote by Martin Luther
"The Son of God did not want to be seen and found in heaven. Therefore He descended 
from heaven into this humility  and came to us in our flesh, laid Himself into the womb  of 
His mother and into the manger and went on to the cross. This was the ladder that He 
placed on earth so that we might ascend to God on it. This is the way you must take."

Have You Found Him?
Pastor Steve Bush 
"Poor shepherds found Him in the hay and wealthy  wise men found Him in a house. 
Disciples found Him by  the Sea while others found Him in the countryside. Some found 
Him in Jerusalem, some in Judea, some in Samaria, others all around the globe. A thief 
and a Roman centurion found Him at His crucifixion as He suffocated and bled out on 



the cross. Saul found Him on the way to Damascus to wipe out His followers. Some 
have found Him in caves and shacks and others in cathedrals and palaces. Some on 
battlefields, some in hospital rooms, some at church altars, some in the woods, some at 
sea, and some on their deathbeds. He can be found among those in every nation, tribe, 
and tongue and He can be found right here and now. Have you found Him?"
- Excerpt from Pastor Steve's sermon titled, "Wise Men Still Fall Down and Worship Him," December 22, 2014.

When Sankey Sang On Christmas Eve
https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~srmanis/genealogy/tractsweb/
When%20Sankey%20Sang%20On%20Christmas%20Eve.html

It happened that on Christmas Eve of the year 1875, Ira D. Sankey (to whom God had 
given wonderful power to sing the Gospel, and who worked with Dwight L. Moody) was 
traveling by steamboat up  the Delaware River. It was a calm, starlit evening and there 
were many passengers gathered on the deck. Mr. Sankey was asked to sing, and, as 
always, he was perfectly willing to do so. He stood there leaning against one of the 
great funnels of the boat and his eyes were raised to the starry heavens in quiet prayer. 
It was his intention to sing a Christmas song, but somehow he was driven to sing the 
"Shepherd Song." 
 

"Saviour, like a shepherd lead us. 
Much we need Thy tenderest care: 
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us. 

For our use Thy folds prepare: 
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 

Thou hast bought us. Thine We are.

"We are Thine, do Thou befriend us. 
Be the Guardian of our way: 

Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us. 
Seek us when we go astray: 

Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 
Hear, oh, hear us when we pray.

"Thou hast Promised to receive us. 
Poor and sinful though we be: 
Thou hast mercy to relieve us, 

Grace to cleanse and power to free; 
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 

We will early turn to Thee.

"Early let us seek Thy favor. 
Early let us do Thy will 

Blessed Lord and only Saviour 
With Thy love our bosoms fill: 



Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast loved us, love us still."

There was a deep stillness. Words and melody, wending forth from the singer's soul, 
floated out over the deck and the quiet river. Every  heart was touched. After the song 
was ended a man with a rough, weather-beaten face came up to Mr. Sankey and said, 
"Did you ever serve in the Union Army?"
 
"Yes, answered Mr. Sankey. "in the spring of 1860." 

"Can you remember if you were doing picket duty on a bright moonlit night in 1862?" 

"Yes," answered Mr. Sankey, very much surprised. 

"So do I," said the stranger, "but I was serving in the Confederate Army. When I saw you 
standing at your post I thought to myself: 'That fellow will never get away from here 
alive.' I raised my musket and took aim. I was standing in the shadow completely 
concealed while the full light of the moon was falling on you. At that instant, just as a 
moment ago, you raised your eyes to heaven and began to sing. Music, especially 
song, has always had a wonderful power over me, and I took my finger off the trigger.
 
"'Let him sing his song to the end.' I said to myself, 'I can shoot him afterwards. He's my 
victim at all events, and my bullet cannot miss him.' 

"But the song you sang then was the song you sang just now. I heard the words 
perfectly: 
'We are thine do Thou befriend us; 
Be the guardian of our way.' 

"These words stirred up many memories in my heart, I began to think of my childhood 
and my God-fearing mother. She had many, many times sung that song to me. But she 
died all too soon. Otherwise much in my life would no doubt have been different. 
     
 "When you had finished your song, it was impossible for me to take aim at you again. I 
thought: The Lord Who is able to save that man from certain death must surely be great 
and mighty'-and my arm of its own accord dropped limp at my side. 
      
Since that time I have wandered about far ant wide; but when I just now saw you 
standing there praying just as on that; other occasion, I recognized you. Then my heart 
was wounded by your song; now I wish that you may help  me find a cure for my sick 
soul." 
      
Deeply moved, Mr. Sankey threw his arms about the man who in the days of the war 
had been his enemy. And this Christmas night the two went together to the manger in 
Bethlehem. There the stranger found Him who was their common Saviour, and Good 
Shepherd, who seeks for the lost sheep  until He finds it. And when He has found it He 



lays it on His shoulders. rejoicing. 
      
"He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty." -Psalm 91:1

ISAIAH PROPHESIED:
"Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son and shall call his name Immanuel (God 
with us). Micah said: " . . .thou, Bethlehem. . . out of thee shall he come forth. . . that 
shall be ruler in Israel whose goings forth have been from old, from ever lasting. . . for 
now shall He be great unto the ends of the earth." - Micah .5:2,4. 
- Pilgrim Tract Society, Inc., PO Box 126, Randleman, NC 27317 USA.

Should We Give Gifts at Christmas?
By S. Michael Houdmann
https://gotquestions.org/Christmas-gifts.html

Question: "Should we give gifts at Christmas?"

Answer: Many people take the idea of gift giving at Christmas back to the scripture in 
Matthew 2:10-11 which talks about the Magi (wise men) giving gifts to Jesus at his 
home: "When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw 
the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of 
myrrh."

The Bible gives a wonderful story about the gift God gave us—Jesus Christ—and we 
can use it as an opportunity to present the gospel and to show love. Giving and 
receiving gifts can be part of fulfilling what Paul says about giving in 2 Corinthians 8:7-8, 
"But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 
earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. I am 
not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity  of your love by comparing it with 
the earnestness of others." Paul was talking to the churches who were giving him gifts 
(financial) so that he could keep on in the ministry. We can apply this same lesson to 
our own lives by giving to others, not just at Christmas, but year round!

So, can gift giving become the focus of Christmas instead of thanking the Lord for the 
gift of His Son (John 3:16)? Absolutely! Does giving gifts have to take away from the 
true meaning of Christmas? No, it does not. If we focus on the wonderful gift of salvation 
the Lord has given us (Isaiah 9:6), giving to others is a natural expression of that 
gratitude. The key is our focus. Is your focus on the gift, or on the ultimate gift-giver, our 
gracious Heavenly Father? "Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heavenly lights..." (James 1:17).

Recommended Resource: The Case for Christmas by Lee Strobel

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%202.10-11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%202.10-11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%208.7-8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%208.7-8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%209.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%209.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.17
https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=337662
https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=337662


- While he is not the author of every article on GotQuestions.org, for citation purposes, you may reference 
our CEO, S. Michael Houdmann.

The Gifts of Three Sons to Their Mother

Three sons, who were very successful,  discussed the gifts they gave their elderly 
mother on Mother's day. 

The first said, "I built a big house for our mother." 

The second said," I sent her a Mercedes." 

The third said, "I've got you, both beat. You know how Mom enjoys the Bible, and you 
know she can't see very well. I sent her a parrot that can recite the entire Bible. It took 
20 monks in a monastery 12 years to teach him. I had to pledge to contribute 
$100,000.00 a year for 10 years, but it was worth it. Mom just has to name the chapter 
and verse, and the parrot will recite it." 

Soon thereafter, Mom mailed her letters of thanks: 

She wrote the first son, "Michael, the house you built is too large. I live in only  one room, 
but I have to clean the whole house." 

She wrote the second son, "Marvin, I'm nearly  blind so I can't drive. I stay home all the 
time, so I never use the Mercedes." 

"Dearest Melvin," she wrote to her third son, "You were the only  son to have the good 
sense to know what your mother likes. That chicken was delicious!"  
- Author Unknown.

The Christmas Harmonica
"Thanks for the harmonica you gave me for Christmas," Johnny said to his Uncle 
Rodney the first time he saw him after the holidays. "It's the best Christmas present I 
ever got." "That's great," said Uncle Rodney. "Do you know how to play it?" "Oh, I don't 
play it," Johnny said. "My mom gives me a dollar a day not to play it during the day, and 
my dad gives me five dollars a week not to play it at night."
- Unknown.


