
THE SIGHTS & SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS

I. Luke 2:1-20
!
! A. Merry Christmas Church! Let's read how this Incarnation event got started over 
2,000 years ago in a little town like ours called Bethlehem...

! B. Luke 2:1-20 (ESV) unfolds like this...

! ! 1) V1: 1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. (This was a good old fashioned census and the ultimate purpose 
was to collect taxes.) 

! ! 2) V2-7: 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and lineage of David, (And so was Mary BTW) 5 to be registered with Mary, 
his betrothed, who was with Child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give 
birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn Son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid 
Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. (Think about it: A young 
expectant girl, perhaps in her early to mid teens, starts having labor pains; her water 
breaks; the Baby's coming. Looking for a decent place to give birth, all that's available is 
a barn! Seriously?! 'But what about all those prophecies Lord?!' What about what cousin 
Elizabeth said?! What about those angel encounters Lord?!' 'I didn't know it would go 
down like this!') 

! ! 3) V8: 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. (Other than a bad storm or an occasional predator, most 
nights for these guys are uneventful. This night'll be quite different! Epic!) 

! ! 4) V9-17: 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a Baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 15 When the 
angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Baby lying in a manger. 
17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
Child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

" C. As much as we try and revisit this first Christmas, it's still very hard to imagine. 
Sometimes contrasts help differentiate the "what was" with the "what is." A church near 
and dear to us used to have their Christmas Eve service in an actual barn, animals and 
all. This was kinda hip & cool when they were all young but as they grew older, some 



preferred their warm and cozy, candlelit sanctuary much better. Forget about authenticity, 
we want warmth and electricity!

! D. But let's just pause a minute and consider some of the contrasts between 
Christmas at your house and that first one where the King of glory, God the Son from 
eternity past was born a human infant and laid in a manger...

! ! 1) Your house may smell like cinnamon and spice, or fresh pine with sweet 
pastries baking in the oven; the birthplace of Jesus smelled like manure...

! ! 2) Your home may be lit up like a Christmas tree (literally!) with beautiful 
twinkling lights and sparkling decorations; the Bethlehem barn at best may have had a 
lantern. Or maybe that special star bled a little light through the cracks and crevices...

! ! 3) Your house may be filled with all your favorite Christmas music, with 
yuletide classics playing on old vinyl records or on bluetooth surround sound; that first 
humble scene may've only included the sounds of mooing, braying and bleating 
livestock. (The ox and lamb kept time to the 'lil drummer boy? Nope!)

! ! 4) Maybe not with visions of sugar plums dancing through their heads, but 
your kids get tucked into their warm comfy cribs and beds on Christmas Eve; the Maker 
of all things seen and unseen was laid in a saliva-stained feeding trough. (Thank God for 
swaddling clothes to at least make it a tad bit more sanitary.)

! ! 5) Your Christmas celebrations probably include family & loved ones, and 
some of your closest friends stopping by for feasts and fellowship; that first scene 
brought strangers in the night--unknown shepherds--all telling of wild angelic encounters 
just outside of town. (Mary to Joseph: 'Who are these guys?!')!

! E. But just the same, Mary treasured all that happened that eventful night deep 
down in her heart. No lights. No hot chocolate. No cookies for Santa. No presents under 
the tree. Yet she bore the greatest Gift ever given. She'd watch Him grow into manhood. 
She'd observe his carpentry skills taught by her husband, Joseph. Later she'd see Him 
turn water into wine plus see countless other signs & wonders. She'd see Him scoop up 
little children in His arms and bless them; whip moneychangers right out of the temple; 
and rebuke Jewish leaders in public. She'd hear Him tell parables and feed thousands 
with a few loaves. She'd watch Him arrested, tried, and nailed to a Roman cross--for her 
sins and ours too. She'd see His body laid in a rock-hewn tomb and a stone rolled in 
front of its entrance. She'd wonder what happened to all those promises she'd long 
treasured. What went wrong? She pondered with tears for three days. But then the Son 
she bore on that first Christmas, rose from the dead on that first Easter. Victory of all 
victories! Every word came true! And her Son ascended upon high, returned to His 
rightful throne, and from their He'll return to judge the living and the dead.

! F. And the angel song the shepherds told Mary & Joseph in that smelly NICU still 
resounds: "Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth upon all those in whom His 
favor rests!" May that peace be yours in rich abundance! So let's have Isaac Watts take 
us to prayer with his 1719 lyrics, "Joy to the World."



Joy to the World
Isaac Watts - Circa 1719

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King!
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heav’n and nature sing!

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy!

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found!

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love!

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King!
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heav’n and nature sing!

* Close with Prayer...
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

Luke 2:1-20 (ESV)
1  In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And 
all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4  And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with Child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for 
her to give birth. 7  And she gave birth to her firstborn Son and wrapped Him in 
swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn. 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city  of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a Baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 



and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Baby lying in a manger. 17 And 
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
Child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 
treasured up  all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20  And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them.

Joy to the World
Isaac Watts - Circa 1719

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n, and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders, of His love.

- Isaac Watts (1674 - 1748) was an English Congregational minister, hymn writer, theologian, and logician. He was a 
prolific and popular hymn writer and is credited with some 750 hymns. His works include "When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross", "Joy to the World", and "Our God, Our Help in Ages Past." He is recognized as the "Godfather of 
English Hymnody"; many of his hymns remain in use today and have been translated into numerous languages. 



Bonus Goodies

"Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy)" - Brandon Lake K-Love Performance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bk0dIWjSSLM

"How Suddenly A Baby Cries" by Keith & Kristyn Getty
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kpQB1Cmuh0g&list=PLIb2rkLLKhOM0oeHlY6nEejq6xHAX20X8

Born of the Virgin Mary - R.C. Sproul, Ligonier Ministries
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/born-virgin-mary/

Omnirationality and Divine Providence - Daniel M. Johnson (Mere Orthodoxy)
https://mereorthodoxy.com/omnirationality-and-divine-providence/

Matthew 1:18-25 (ESV)
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with Child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, 
do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will bear a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 
people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: 23  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and they shall call His 
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until 
she had given birth to a Son. And he called His name Jesus.

Matthew 2:1-12 (ESV)
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw His star when it rose and have come to 
worship  Him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it 
is written by the prophet: 6  “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a Ruler who will 
shepherd My people Israel.’” 7  Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly  and 
ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8  And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the Child, and when you have found 
Him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship  Him.” 9 After listening to the king, 
they went on their way. And behold, the star that they  had seen when it rose went 
before them until it came to rest over the place where the Child was. 10 When they saw 
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw 
the Child with Mary His mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then, opening 



their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country  by another 
way.

Luke 1:46-55 (KJV) Mary's Song - "The Magnificat"
46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,
47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth 
all generations shall call me blessed.
49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.
50 And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation.
51  He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts.
52 He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree.
53 He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.
54 He hath helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy;
55 As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.

Quote by Martin Luther 
"The mystery of the humanity of Christ, that He sunk Himself into our flesh, is beyond all 
human understanding."

Quote by R. Eugene Sterner
"Christmas is when God came down the stairs of heaven with a Baby in His arms.

The Story of A Persian King
By Rev. Brett Blair, United Methodist Minister, Yale Graduate
Long ago, there ruled in Persia a wise and good king. He loved his people. He wanted 
to know how they lived. He wanted to know about their hardships. Often he dressed in 
the clothes of a working man or a beggar, and went to the homes of the poor. No one 
whom he visited thought that he was their ruler. One time he visited a very poor man 
who lived in a cellar. He ate the coarse food the poor man ate. He spoke cheerful, kind 
words to him. Then he left. Later he visited the poor man again and disclosed his 
identity by saying, "I am your king!" The king thought the man would surely ask for some 
gift or favor, but he didn't. Instead he said, "You left your palace and your glory to visit 
me in this dark, dreary place. You ate the course food I ate. You brought gladness to my 
heart! To others you have given your rich gifts. To me you have given yourself!"

Becoming A Dog by C.S. Lewis
Lying at your feet is your dog. Imagine, for the moment, that your dog and every  dog is 
in deep distress. Some of us love dogs very much. If it would help  all the dogs in the 
world to become like men, would you be willing to become a dog? Would you put down 
your human nature, leave your loved ones, your job, hobbies, your art and literature and 
music, and choose instead of the intimate communion with your beloved, the poor 
substitute of looking into the beloved’s face and wagging your tail, unable to smile or 



speak? Christ by becoming man limited the thing which to Him was the most precious 
thing in the world; his unhampered, unhindered communion with the Father.

Joseph & Jesus’ Plows & Yokes
“In the second century, Christian apologist Justin Martyr grew up  over the hill from 
Galilee. Interestingly, he notes that the plows made by Joseph and Jesus were still 
being used widely  in his day. How intriguing to think of Jesus’ plow rather than His cross 
– to wonder what it was that made His plows and yokes last and stand out.”  
- Os Guinness, The Call.

Quote by John Calvin
"He was born of the Virgin Mary that He might be recognized as the true Son of 
Abraham and David, who had been promised in the Law and the Prophets; as true Man, 
like us in all things, save only sin, who having been tried by all our infirmities learned to 
bear with them.  Yet that same One was conceived in the Virgin’s womb by the 
wonderful and ineffable (to us) power of the Holy Spirit, that He might not be fouled by 
any physical corruption, but might be born sanctified with the highest purity."
- John Calvin's 1538 Catechism. 

Quote by Al Mohler
"If Jesus was not born of a virgin, who was His father? There is no answer that will 
leave the Gospel intact. The virgin birth explains how Christ could be both God and 
man, how He was without sin, and that the entire work of salvation is God’s gracious 
act. If Jesus was not born of a virgin, He had a human father. If Jesus was not born of a 
virgin, the Bible teaches a lie."

Quote by Mark Driscoll
"If the virgin birth of Jesus is untrue, then the story of Jesus changes greatly; we would 
have a sexually promiscuous young woman lying about God’s miraculous hand in the 
birth of her son, raising that son to declare he was God, and then joining his religion. 
But if Mary is nothing more than a sinful con artist then neither she nor her son Jesus 
should be trusted. Because both the clear teachings of Scripture about the beginning of 
Jesus’s earthly life and the character of His mother are at stake, we must contend for 
the virgin birth of Jesus Christ."
- Mark Driscoll, from The Supremacy of Christ in a Postmodern World, Crossway, p. 136.

The Virgin Birth
The Reformation Study Bible

The doctrine of the Virgin Birth of Jesus holds that Jesus' birth was the result of a 
miraculous conception whereby the Virgin Mary conceived a Baby in her womb by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, without a human father. Christ's miraculous birth tells us much 
about His nature. That He was born of a woman demonstrates that He was indeed 
human and became one of us. Christ's humanity, however, was not precisely the same 
as our own. We are born with original sin, Christ was not.



The Virgin Birth also relates to the deity of Christ. While it is certainly possible for Deity 
to enter the world in a manner other than a virgin birth, the miracle of His birth points to 
Christ's divinity. The announcement of the angel Gabriel to Mary underscores this point. 
When he told Mary she would have a Son, Mary was perplexed. "How can this be, since 
I am a virgin?" (Luke 1:34).

Gabriel's answer to Mary is of decisive significance for our understanding of the Virgin 
Birth: "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the Child to be born will be called holy--the Son of 
God." (Luke 1:35). Moments later the angel added, "For nothing will be impossible with 
God." (Luke 1:37). 

Aside from artificial insemination, which is a modern non-miraculous variation on 
conception, nothing is more regular or commonplace in nature than the normal casual 
relationship  for the conception of a baby. For a woman to become pregnant who has not 
had sexual intercourse with a man is not only biologically extraordinary, it is clearly 
against the laws of nature.

But Mary's Child was not generated by Mary, herself. The "Father" of the Baby is the 
Holy Spirit. The language of the Spirit's coming upon Mary and "overshadowing" her 
echoes the descriptive account of the Holy Spirit's work in the original creation of the 
world. It reveals that this Baby will be a special creation with His Father being God 
Himself.

Those who do not believe in the Virgin Birth usually do not believe that Jesus is the true 
Son of God. Thus, the Virgin Birth is a watershed doctrine, separating orthodox 
Christians from those who do not believe in the resurrection and atonement.
- "The Virgin Birth" A Theological note in The Reformation Study Bible, Reformation Trust, p. 1782.

The Chalcedonian Creed (451 A.D.)
This creed was adopted at the Fourth Ecumenical Council, held at Chalcedon, located in what is now 
Turkey, in 451, as a response to certain heretical views concerning the nature of Christ. It established the 
orthodox view that Christ has two natures (human and divine) that are unified in one person.

We, then, following the holy  Fathers, all with one consent, teach men to confess one 
and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfect in Godhead and also 
perfect in manhood; truly God and truly man, of a reasonable [rational] soul and body; 
consubstantial [co-essential] with the Father according to the Godhead, and 
consubstantial with us according to the Manhood; in all things like unto us, without sin; 
begotten before all ages of the Father according to the Godhead, and in these latter 
days, for us and for our salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, according 
to the Manhood; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, only begotten, to be 
acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably; the 
distinction of natures being by no means taken away by the union, but rather the 
property of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person and one 



Subsistence, not parted or divided into two persons, but one and the same Son, and 
only begotten, God the Word, the Lord Jesus Christ; as the prophets from the beginning 
[have declared] concerning Him, and the Lord Jesus Christ Himself has taught us, and 
the Creed of the holy Fathers has handed down to us.


