
THREE GOOD SAMARITANS

I. Luke 10:25-37  Luke 17:11-19  John 4:4-30
!
! A. Most of you've heard Jesus' parable, The Good Samaritan. Today we'll learn 
about three Good Samaritans. You say the Bible only talks about one; I say there's three. 
But before we dive in, let's review who the Samaritans were. They were the mixed-race 
remnant of the ten northern tribes of Israel. After their exile by the Assyrians in 722 BC, 
many captives were relocated to other lands while pagan colonists were brought in to 
settle Israel's north. These folks intermarried with the Israelite people left behind. Their 
capital was Samaria and thus they were called, Samaritans. They practiced a syncretized 
version of the Hebrew faith. Their temple was on Mt. Gerizim. They rejected Jerusalem 
and its temple. The Jews regarded Samaritans as spiritual half-breeds. And they hated 
one another. 

! B. Luke 10:25-37 (ESV) tells us about our first and most famous Good Samaritan 
and the reason he's considered "good" becomes quite obvious: 25 And behold, a lawyer 
stood up to put Him (Jesus) to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And he answered, “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 
and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And He said to him, “You have 
answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” (We know this as the Great Commandment.) 
29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, 
“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, (a.k.a. "The Bloody Way") and he fell 
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by 
chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other 
side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 
side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he 
had compassion. (The crowd gasps!) 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on 
oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 
35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care 
of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36 Which of these 
three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He 
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

" C. Before we move on to the next two Good Samaritans, let's break this down a 
little bit. First off, we should take Jesus' parable at face value. Some like to allegorize this 
parable. They'll suggest things like the man beaten and robbed represents us while 
Jesus is liken to the Good Samaritan who rescues us from death. Others suggest we put 
ourselves in the place of all the characters, asking: "Who have we attacked and robbed?" 
or "Who have we seen in dire straits but avoided helping?" or "Who's that enemy of ours 
we're called to love as our neighbor?" While all of those considerations have some 
positive value, viewing Scripture allegorically is always dangerous. It's kind of like 
strapping a child to a board and throwing knives to see how close we can get without 
causing harm! We should always unpack the Scriptures for what they're saying, not for 
what they aren't...

! D. Luke 17:11-19 (ESV) takes us to our second Good Samaritan: 11 On the way to 
Jerusalem He (Jesus) was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12 And as He entered 



a village, He was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13 and lifted up their voices, 
saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” (The word translated, leprosy, represented many 
types of skin disease. Actual leprosy, i.e. Hansen's disease, had no cure in Jesus' time. 
These men probably had Hansen's.) 14 When He saw them He said to them, “Go and show 
yourselves to the priests.” (In Leviticus 13 & 14 Moses instructed God's people regarding 
skin diseases. Remission, confirmed by a priest, allowed a person to be released to 
socialize in public once again.) And as they went they were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, 
when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on 
his face at Jesus' feet, giving Him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered, 
“Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to 
God except this foreigner?” 19 And He said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made 
you well.” (Your faith has brought you Sozo: healing, wholeness, salvation! When God 
drops "good" like this in your lap, the only "good" response is thanksgiving! This Good 
Samaritan does just that!)

! E. John 4:4-30 (ESV) introduces us to the third Good Samaritan: 4 And He (Jesus) 
had to pass through Samaria. (Sometimes they'd let Jews pass thru; sometimes they 
wouldn't!) 5 So He came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had 
given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as He was from His 
journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. (Noon. Tired, hot & thirsty.) 
7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” 8 (For His 
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) (Men in that culture didn't even converse 
with their wives in public so this was culturally unusual.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to 
Him, “How is it that You, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have 
no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given 
you living water.” (God incarnate is right in front of her and she has no clue!) 11 The woman 
said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do You get 
that living water? 12 Are You greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from 
it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this 
water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 
thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” (She's talking about well water; Jesus, the Holy Spirit!) 15 The woman said to 
Him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered Him, “I 
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is 
true.” (She's been married five times, now has a live-in boyfriend, so no wonder she came 
to fetch water in the heat of the day.) 19 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are 
a prophet. (The lightbulb's coming on!) (Next she redirects... When the Lord exposes your 
guilt, conviction happens. But Jesus isn't leading her to the truth to condemn her, His 
aim is to save her!) 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, (Mt Gerizim) but You say that 
in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
believe Me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship 
the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is 
from the Jews. (From the Jews and also for Samaritans & Gentiles like us!) 23 But the hour 
is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, 
for the Father is seeking such people to worship Him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship 
Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (Meanwhile her spiritual eyes are opening wider!) 



25 The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ). When He 
comes, He will tell us all things.” (Paraphrase: I'm not really sure who You are and all You're 
telling me but when the Messiah comes, He'll explain everything and make everything 
right!) 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.” (Who has the Maker of all things, 
the Son of God, the Messiah, just revealed Himself to? This immoral, blunt, unorthodox 
gal who represents every single one of us!) 27 Just then His disciples came back. They 
marveled that He was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why are 
You talking with her?” 28 So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to 
the people, 29 “Come, see a Man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 
30 They went out of the town and were coming to Him. (This Samaritan woman is visited 
upon by the manger-born Savior of the world, the Messiah! She responds to His "good" 
by telling everyone she can find. And they come! And they're never the same! Jesus is 
the Better Well and they come to drink! But the greater "good" is what the Only One who 
is truly "good" delivers to this Samaritan woman--Himself!)

! F. So where does your "good" come from? Do you think you can make yourself 
"good" enough to enter heaven? The bad news is you can't! But the "Good" News is 
Jesus can! Listen to Paul in Romans 3:10-24 (NLT) tell us the bad and "Good" news: 10 As 
the Scriptures say, “No one is righteous--not even one. 11 No one is truly wise; no one is 
seeking God. 12 All have turned away; all have become useless. No one does good, not a 
single one.” 13 “Their talk is foul, like the stench from an open grave. Their tongues are filled 
with lies.” “Snake venom drips from their lips.” 14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and 
bitterness.” 15 “They rush to commit murder. 16 Destruction and misery always follow them. 
17 They don’t know where to find peace.” 18 “They have no fear of God at all.” 19 Obviously, 
the law applies to those to whom it was given, for its purpose is to keep people from having 
excuses, and to show that the entire world is guilty before God. 20 For no one can ever be 
made right with God by doing what the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we 
are. 21 But now God has shown us a way to be made right with Him without keeping the 
requirements of the law, as was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. 
22 We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone 
who believes, no matter who we are. 23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s 
glorious standard. 24 Yet God, in His grace, freely makes us right in His sight. He did this 
through Christ Jesus when He freed us from the penalty for our sins. 

* And that news is as "Good" as it gets!

* Three Samaritans made "good" by a Very Good God-our Savior & Lord, Jesus Christ! 
And the people said: AMEN!

* Close with Prayer...

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

Luke 10:25-37 (ESV) 
25 And behold, a lawyer stood up  to put Him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I 
do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you 
read it?” 27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 



yourself.” 28 And He said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will 
live.” 29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among 
robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now 
by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on 
the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed 
by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and 
when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn 
and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you 
when I come back.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to 
the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” 
And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

Luke 17:11-19 (ESV)
11 On the way to Jerusalem He was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 
12 And as He entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 
13 and lifted up  their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14 When He 
saw them He said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went 
they were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned 
back, praising God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving 
Him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17  Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten 
cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God 
except this foreigner?” 19 And He said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has 
made you well.”

John 4:4-30 (ESV)
4 And He had to pass through Samaria. 5 So He came to a town of Samaria called 
Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; 
so Jesus, wearied as He was from His journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about 
the sixth hour. 7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give 
Me a drink.” 8  (For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9  The 
Samaritan woman said to Him, “How is it that You, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a 
woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered 
her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ 
you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” 11 The woman 
said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do 
You get that living water? 12 Are You greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the 
well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will 
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to Him, 
“Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered 
Him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no 



husband’; 18  for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your 
husband. What you have said is true.” 19 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that 
You are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but You say that in 
Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
believe Me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 
worship  the Father. 22 You worship  what you do not know; we worship what we know, 
for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such 
people to worship Him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming (He who is 
called Christ). When He comes, He will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who 
speak to you am He.” 27 Just then His disciples came back. They marveled that He was 
talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why are You talking 
with her?” 28 So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the 
people, 29 “Come, see a Man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 
30 They went out of the town and were coming to Him.

Romans 3:10-24 (NLT)
10 As the Scriptures say, “No one is righteous--not even one. 11 No one is truly wise; no 
one is seeking God. 12 All have turned away; all have become useless. No one does 
good, not a single one.” 13 “Their talk is foul, like the stench from an open grave. Their 
tongues are filled with lies.” “Snake venom drips from their lips.” 14 “Their mouths are 
full of cursing and bitterness.” 15  “They rush to commit murder. 16 Destruction and 
misery always follow them. 17 They don’t know where to find peace.” 18 “They have no 
fear of God at all.” 19 Obviously, the law applies to those to whom it was given, for its 
purpose is to keep people from having excuses, and to show that the entire world is 
guilty before God. 20 For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the 
law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are. 21  But now God has 
shown us a way to be made right with Him without keeping the requirements of the law, 
as was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. 22 We are made 
right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who 
believes, no matter who we are. 23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s 
glorious standard. 24 Yet God, in His grace, freely makes us right in His sight. He did 
this through Christ Jesus when He freed us from the penalty for our sins. 

Bonus Goodies

Why Did the Jews Hate the Samaritans? - Luke Taylor - 2BeLikeChrist
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gf7hfGdu5lg

"On The Road To Jericho" by Keith Green
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1HGQOsqyjk

Critical Race Theory (CRT) - Voddie Baucham 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xuSMvIVtd0A



Do You Insult Your Savior's Bride? - David Mathis (Desiring God)
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/do-you-insult-your-saviors-bride

Luke 5:12-16 (ESV)
12 While He was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. And when he saw 
Jesus, he fell on his face and begged Him, “Lord, if You will, You can make me clean.” 
13 And Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And 
immediately the leprosy  left him. 14 And He charged him to tell no one, but “go and 
show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as Moses 
commanded, for a proof to them.” 15 But now even more the report about Him went 
abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear Him and to be healed of their infirmities. 
16 But He would withdraw to desolate places and pray.

Quote by Martin Luther
"The most damnable and pernicious heresy that has every plagued the mind of man is 
the idea that somehow he could make himself good enough to deserve to live with an 
all-holy God."

Quote by John Wycliffe (1324 - 1384)
"We all are originally sinners as Adam and in Adam, his leprosy cleaving faster to us 
than Naaman's did to Gehazi, so that even the infant, before it has seen the light of the 
world, has this blemish inherent in its unborn members."
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wycliffe

Quote by John Piper on The Good Samaritan
"Ten sermons could be preached on ten different issues raised by  this parable. But I 
want you to see this one crucial thing: Jesus tells a story  that changes the question from 
What kind of person is my neighbor? to What kind of person am I? He changes the 
question from What status of people are worthy of my love? to How can I become the 
kind of person whose compassion disregards status?”

Quote by Martin Luther King, Jr.
"The first question which the priest and the Levite asked was: 'If I stop to help  this man, 
what will happen to me?' But... the good Samaritan reversed the question: 'If I do not 
stop to help this man, what will happen to him?'" 
- "I've Been To The Mountain Top" Speech delivered in Memphis, TN., April 3, 1968.

Excerpt by Jerry Bridges & Bob Bevington - The Bookends of Christian Life
"Imagine there's a moral ledger recording every event of your entire life--all your 
thoughts, words, actions, even your motives. You might think of it as a mixture of good 
deeds and bad deeds, with hopefully  more good than bad. The Scriptures, however, tell 
us that even our righteous deeds are unclean in the sight of God (Isaiah 64:6). So Jesus 
has a perfectly  righteous moral ledger, and we have a completely sinful one. However, 
God took our sins and charged them to Christ, leaving us with a clean sheet... The 



word, justified in Paul's usage means to be counted righteous by God. Even though in 
ourselves we're completely unrighteous, God counts us righteous because He has 
appointed Christ to be our representative and substitute. Therefore when Christ lived a 
perfect life, in God's sight we lived a perfect life. When Christ died on the cross to pay 
for our sins, we died on the cross… There's an old play on the word justified--that 
means "just-as-if-I'd never sinned." But there's another way of saying it: "just-as-if-I'd 
always obeyed."  Both are true."  
- Jerry Bridges & Bob Bevington, The Bookends of the Christian Life, p.p. 24-26.

What is Leprosy?
Leprosy, also called Hansen’s Disease, is a disease that affects the skin, mucous 
membranes, and nerves that connect the spinal cord to the muscles (peripheral nervous 
system). In rare, but serious cases, the disease may also affect the eyes, liver, spleen, 
muscles, and bone marrow.  If a person with the disease goes untreated, their hands 
and feet may deform.

Jesus Heals Ten Men with Leprosy
By Pete Miller - ShareFaith

A miracle is a phenomenal or supernatural event in the physical world that surpasses all 
known human or natural powers, and more often than not cannot be explained by the 
laws of nature. God never operates contrary to His Word or to the laws of nature which 
He has established, but He has the prerogative to supersede them. Instantaneous 
healings always constitute a miracle.

Of the six miracles unique to the Gospel of Luke, the healing of the ten lepers in Luke 
17:11-19 is significant, offering a lesson about thankfulness as well as being illustrative 
of Israel’s hardheartedness and blindness regarding their Messiah.

Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem, and passing through Samaria, He came to a 
village. Outside the village were ten leprous men, “who stood afar off.” According to the 
Law, lepers were to live outside city limits. Leviticus 13:46 states, “He is unclean, and he 
shall dwell alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp.” They  recognized Jesus and 
called to Him, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” Jesus saw them, and simply  said to 
them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” (Leviticus 14 gives the details of the 
procedures and sacrifices concerning the cleansing of lepers required in the Law). As 
they went to literally carry out what Jesus told them to do, they were completely 
cleansed of their leprosy.

Only  one of the men, when he saw that he was healed, turned around and came back 
to Jesus. With a loud voice he praised God, and fell down on his face, prostrated at 
Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks. This man was a Samaritan, implying that all the others 
were Israelites. Jesus then used this opportunity to teach His disciples. “Were there not 
ten cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there not any  found who returned to give 
glory to God except this foreigner?” Jesus asked these rhetorical questions, as He often 



did, to stimulate thinking, especially  in the men He was training. He was pointing out 
that nine of God’s chosen people essentially  took God’s blessing smugly, as if they 
deserved it, and didn’t even say, “Thank you.” But one Samaritan, considered a half-
Jew and despised by the Israelites, received the blessing with great humility  and heart-
felt gratitude. He left the others and came back to Jesus to offer his thanks and praise to 
God.

Jesus said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.” In the King 
James, it says “Thy faith hath made thee whole.” The word whole in the Greek is sozo, 
the word translated “save” and “saved” as in Romans 10:9: “…if you confess with your 
mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved.” In the context of the healing of the ten lepers, the Samaritan’s 
thankfulness brought him a wholeness that the other nine did not receive. The Message 
offers this rendering: “Your faith has healed and saved you.”

This unappreciative snubbing of the nine men was also symbolic of Israel’s rejection of 
their Messiah, the true King and Lord, Jesus Christ. Throughout Jesus’ ministry, He did 
His utmost to reach out to His own, Israel, “and His own did not receive Him.” (John 
1:11) The Samaritan, detested and rejected by Israelites, and, in this case, also a leper, 
a reject of the rejects, graciously and thankfully responded to the Lord’s goodness. 
“Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” The 
answer was “no.” Just like the one that returned, it is often the rejected of society  who 
most willingly accept God’s free gift of salvation, who know they are undeserving, but 
who bravely leave the ungrateful and humbly come to the Master.
- Pete Miller is co-owner of The Writer's Friend, an editing and pre-publication business for authors, business owners 
and marketing managers.  Pete grew up in the San Francisco Bay Area during the sixties and has been an avid 
student of the Bible since 1971.

Theological Note on Samaritans, Acts 8:5
The Reformation Study Bible

"Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ." -  Acts 8:5 (ESV)

Acts 8:5 Samaria: Samaritans, thought to be descended from intermarriage between 
Israel's northern tribes and pagan peoples relocated by  Assyria, revered the five books 
of Moses but not the rest of the OT Scriptures, and combined devotion to idols with 
formalistic service to the Lord (2 Kings 17:24-41). Relationships between Jews and 
Samaritans were strained at best and hostile at worst (John 4:9). Jesus reached out to 
Samaritans in grace, even as He categorized them as outside the covenant people 
(Acts 4:22; Luke 17:16, 17). By preaching Jesus as the Christ to Samaritans, Philip 
carries the gospel not only across geographical boundaries but also across a vast 
religious and racial divide.
- Theological Note on Acts 8:5, Samaria, Reformation Study Bible, Reformation Trust-Ligonier Ministries, p. 1927. 

Who Were the Samaritans?
By S. Michael Houdmann



https://www.gotquestions.org/Samaritans.html 

The Samaritans occupied the country  formerly belonging to the tribe of Ephraim and the 
half-tribe of Manasseh. The capital of the country was Samaria, formerly  a large and 
splendid city. When the ten tribes were carried away into captivity to Assyria, the king of 
Assyria sent people from Cutha, Ava, Hamath, and Sepharvaim to inhabit Samaria (2 
Kings 17:24; Ezra 4:2-11). These foreigners intermarried with the Israelite population 
that was still in and around Samaria. These “Samaritans” at first worshiped the idols of 
their own nations, but being troubled with lions, they supposed it was because they had 
not honored the God of that territory. A Jewish priest was therefore sent to them from 
Assyria to instruct them in the Jewish religion. They were instructed from the books of 
Moses, but still retained many of their idolatrous customs. The Samaritans embraced a 
religion that was a mixture of Judaism and idolatry (2 Kings 17:26-28). Because the 
Israelite inhabitants of Samaria had intermarried with the foreigners and adopted their 
idolatrous religion, Samaritans were generally considered “half-breeds” and were 
universally despised by the Jews.

Additional grounds for animosity between the Israelites and Samaritans were the 
following:

1. The Jews, after their return from Babylon, began rebuilding their temple. While 
Nehemiah was engaged in building the walls of Jerusalem, the Samaritans vigorously 
attempted to halt the undertaking (Nehemiah 6:1-14).

2. The Samaritans built a temple for themselves on “Mount Gerizim,” which the 
Samaritans insisted was designated by Moses as the place where the nation should 
worship. Sanballat, the leader of the Samaritans, established his son-in-law, Manasses, 
as high priest. The idolatrous religion of the Samaritans thus became perpetuated.

3. Samaria became a place of refuge for all the outlaws of Judea (Joshua 20:6-7; 
21:21). The Samaritans willingly received Jewish criminals and refugees from justice. 
The violators of the Jewish laws, and those who had been excommunicated, found 
safety for themselves in Samaria, greatly increasing the hatred which existed between 
the two nations.

4. The Samaritans received only  the five books of Moses and rejected the writings of 
the prophets and all the Jewish traditions.

From these causes arose an irreconcilable difference between them, so that the Jews 
regarded the Samaritans as the worst of the human race (John 8:48) and had no 
dealings with them (John 4:9). In spite of the hatred between the Jews and the 
Samaritans, Jesus broke down the barriers between them, preaching the gospel of 
peace to the Samaritans (John 4:6-26), and the apostles later followed His example 
(Acts 8:25).
- While he is not the author of every article on GotQuestions.org, for citation purposes, you may reference 
our CEO, S. Michael Houdmann.
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