
PERSECUTION'S JUST A STONE'S THROW AWAY

I. Matthew 10:16-33
!
! A. Matthew 10 begins with the author and former tax collector listing the names of 
the twelve disciples. Known also as Levi, he then tells us how Jesus sent out these men 
with specific instructions which included proclaiming the Kingdom of heaven, healing 
the sick, raising the dead, cleansing lepers, casting out demons, and doing so without 
pay. This particular mission was directed to the house of Israel and not the Samaritans or 
Gentiles. Obviously their time would come later. But Jesus also warns His disciples of 
coming persecution--not just for this venture--but for their entire lives while serving the 
Lord. These words are for us too!

! B. Matthew 10:16-33 (ESV) Jesus sends out the Twelve...

! ! 1) V16-20: 16 Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so 
be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to 
courts and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors and kings 
for My sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles. 19 When they deliver you over, do 
not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be 
given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you. (Study the accounts of persecuted believers over the past 2,000 years and 
this promise has proven true many times over.)

! ! 2) V21-22: 21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, 
and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will be hated by all 
for My name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. (And you thought 
blood was thicker than water! Many Muslims who convert to Christ experience this 
firsthand--their cost package in gaining Christ is losing their family, even their lives! 
Some'll say, "Come to Jesus and He'll make you healthy & wealthy." The Bible says, 
"Come to Jesus and it may cost you everything!" Jesus' own family thought He'd lost His 
mind and therefore He personally experienced what He told us to expect.)

! ! 3) V23-25: 23 When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I 
say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
24 A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the 
disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of 
the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household. (Beelzebul or 
Beelzebub, "lord of the flies" was a takeoff on the name Baal-Zebul or Baal-Zebub a term 
that meant, "the prince of demons" i.e. Satan. This derogatory name they leveled at 
Jesus. So Jesus tells His disciples to expect the same kind of verbal mistreatment.)

! ! 4) V26: 26 So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be 
revealed, or hidden that will not be known. (Nobody's getting away with anything! Like the 
Scriptures say elsewhere, "Vengeance is Mine, says the Lord, I will repay!")

! ! 5) V27-33: 27 What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill 
the soul. Rather fear Him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows 



sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But even 
the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than 
many sparrows. 32 So everyone who acknowledges Me before men, I also will acknowledge 
before My Father who is in heaven, 33 but whoever denies Me before men, I also will deny 
before My Father who is in heaven. (Leaving out Judas Iscariot, tradition indicates that ten 
of the disciples died a martyr's death--all but the Apostle John.)

! C. Today is essentially a forgotten holy day, the one that basically got away. While 
it maintains the name Halloween, it's been turned into a celebration of ghouls, ghosts, 
goblins and gore. Of demons and darkness and death. But Halloween was once called, 
All Hallows Eve, the eve before All Saints Day, the Memorial Day for those who'd lost 
their lives for the sake of Christ. Those dragged before authorities and given the chance 
to recant their faith in Jesus, instead said things like, "Hallowed be His name!" or "Jesus 
is Lord!" And they were summarily tortured, beheaded, fed to wild beasts, or crucified. 
(In the case of Peter, crucified upside down.) Under Emperor Nero, they were crucified 
with their crosses lit on fire. Thus came the term, Roman candles. Halloween used to 
honor these "who loved not their lives even unto death." I'd love to see it taken back!

! D. Listen to Jesus' words from the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 5:11-12 (NKJV) 
says: 11 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against 
you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, 
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

" E. Paul, in his last will and testament to Timothy reminded his young brother to be 
courageous, a good soldier, to not back down, to fiercely proclaim the Gospel no matter 
what. 2 Timothy 3:12-13 (ESV) says: 12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, 
deceiving and being deceived. (Timothy would also be martyred his faith in Christ.)

! F. While we may never have to experience anything close to this, we'd be foolish 
to think it could never happen. More have died for their faith around the world since 1900 
than in the previous 19 centuries combined. A long long time ago I wrote a song titled, 
"Persecution's Just A Stone's Throw Away." I still believe those lyrics to be true. The 
pressure to compromise the Word of God is ever increasing. Watering down the wine 
makes for bad Kool Aid. Don't drink a drop of it! 

! G. Some wonder if any questions will be necessary in heaven. Will all our 
questions be answered the moment we slip into glory or will there be a time and place for 
some Q & A? When the Apostle John got his up close and personal glimpse of heaven, I 
wonder if he got to see his brother, James, the first disciple slain for Christ? (cf Acts 
12:1-3) Perhaps, but the Bible doesn't say if the two sons of Zebedee conversed, the two 
former sons of thunder. But John does give an account of martyrs crying out to Jesus 
regarding justice for having been slain. Revelation 6:9-11 (NLT) says: 9 When the Lamb 
broke the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of all who had been martyred for the word of 
God and for being faithful in their testimony. 10 They shouted to the Lord and said, “O 
Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before You judge the people who belong to this world 
and avenge our blood for what they have done to us?” 11 Then a white robe was given to each 
of them. And they were told to rest a little longer until the full number of their brothers and 



sisters--their fellow servants of Jesus who were to be martyred--had joined them. (So the 
number of martyred souls is still growing and there's always room for more...)

! H. But the blood of martyrs does not atone. Nor did the blood of animals 
sacrificed long ago according to OT law. All sacrifices point to the One sacrifice alone 
which can wash away our sins. Only the blood of the Lamb of God could accomplish our 
full redemption. 1 Peter 1:18-21 (NLT) puts it like this: 18 For you know that God paid a 
ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And it was not paid 
with mere gold or silver, which lose their value. 19 It was the precious blood of Christ, the 
sinless, spotless Lamb of God. 20 God chose Him as your ransom long before the world began, 
but now in these last days He has been revealed for your sake. 21 Through Christ you have 
come to trust in God. And you have placed your faith and hope in God because He raised Christ 
from the dead and gave Him great glory.

! I. If that is not yet true for you, perhaps even now you might hear His voice calling 
you to Himself. It could cost you everything. He calls us to lose our lives for His sake that 
we might find them. He calls us to take up our crosses and follow Him. He calls us to take 
His yoke upon us. He calls us out of darkness into His marvelous light but the darkness 
doesn't much like that. He calls us to become His very own and that alone is worth 
everything...

* Close with Prayer...

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

Matthew 10:16-33 (ESV)
16  “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to 
courts and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors 
and kings for My sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles. 19 When they 
deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for 
what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who speak, but 
the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21 Brother will deliver brother over to 
death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put 
to death, 22 and you will be hated by all for My name's sake. But the one who endures 
to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for 
truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son 
of Man comes. 24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 
25 It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If 
they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign 
those of his household. 26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not 
be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, say in the 
light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28 And do not fear 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear Him who can destroy both 
soul and body  in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them 
will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all 



numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32 So 
everyone who acknowledges Me before men, I also will acknowledge before My Father 
who is in heaven, 33 but whoever denies Me before men, I also will deny before My 
Father who is in heaven.

Matthew 5:11-12 (NKJV)
11 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against 
you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

2 Timothy 3:12-13 (ESV)
12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while 
evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.

Revelation 6:9-11 (NLT)
9 When the Lamb  broke the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of all who had 
been martyred for the word of God and for being faithful in their testimony. 10 They 
shouted to the Lord and said, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before You 
judge the people who belong to this world and avenge our blood for what they have 
done to us?” 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them. And they were told to rest 
a little longer until the full number of their brothers and sisters--their fellow servants of 
Jesus who were to be martyred--had joined them.

1 Peter 1:18-21 (NLT)
18 For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited 
from your ancestors. And it was not paid with mere gold or silver, which lose their value. 
19 It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God. 20 God chose 
Him as your ransom long before the world began, but now in these last days He has 
been revealed for your sake. 21 Through Christ you have come to trust in God. And you 
have placed your faith and hope in God because He raised Christ from the dead and 
gave Him great glory.

Bonus Rations for Further Nourishment

It Might Take Persecution - John Piper
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_IgJY8b0os

Persecuted Church - Francis Chan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BI494qbQJpM

Former U.S. Soldier Helping Christians Escape Afghanistan
https://www.foxnews.com/world/former-us-soldier-returns-afghanistan-rescues-
christians-taliban

Operation Christmas Child 2021 - Samaritan's Purse (Everything You Need to Know)
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/



Samaritan's Purse - Animals, Agriculture, Livelihoods (Goats, Chickens, Bees, Etc)
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/animals-and-agriculture/

Micah 7:5-9 (ESV)
5 Put no trust in a neighbor; have no confidence in a friend; guard the doors of your 
mouth from her who lies in your arms; 6 for the son treats the father with contempt, the 
daughter rises up against her mother, the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; a 
man's enemies are the men of his own house. 7 But as for me, I will look to the LORD; I 
will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me. 8 Rejoice not over me, O my 
enemy; when I fall, I shall rise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD will be a light to me. 9 I 
will bear the indignation of the LORD because I have sinned against Him, until He 
pleads my cause and executes judgment for me. He will bring me out to the light; I shall 
look upon His vindication.

Acts 12:1-3 (ESV)
1 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the 
church. 2 He killed James the brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it 
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of 
Unleavened Bread.

Romans 1:16 (NKJV)
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation 
for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

2 Timothy 3:1-17 (ESV)
1 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2  For 
people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to 
their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-
control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying 
its power. Avoid such people. 6 For among them are those who creep into households 
and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray  by various passions, 
7 always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. 8 Just as Jannes 
and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in 
mind and disqualified regarding the faith. 9 But they will not get very far, for their folly 
will be plain to all, as was that of those two men. 10 You, however, have followed my 
teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, 
11 my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at 
Lystra--which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me. 
12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while 
evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly  believed, knowing 
from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with 
the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 



for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17  that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work.

1 Peter 3:13-18 (NIV)
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should 
suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 
15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect, 16  keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously  against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 
17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For 
Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 
He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.

Hath Thou No Scar?
By Amy Carmichael (1867 - 1951)

Hast thou no scar?
No hidden scar on foot, or side, or hand?
I hear thee sung as mighty in the land;
I hear them hail thy bright, ascendant star.
Hast thou no scar?

Hast thou no wound?
Yet I was wounded by the archers; spent,
Leaned Me against a tree to die; and rent
By ravening beasts that compassed Me, I swooned.
Hast thou no wound?

No wound? No scar?
Yet, as the Master shall the servant be,
And pierced are the feet that follow Me.
But thine are whole; can he have followed far
Who hast no wound or scar?
- Amy Carmichael was an Irish Christian who served the poor of Belfast and the abused of India. Her song lyrics and 
poems have inspired believers for decades. To read more, go to: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amy_Carmichael

When Emperor Valens Threatened Bishop Eusebius
When the Emperor Valens threatened Eusebius with confiscation of all his goods, 
torture, banishment, or even death, the courageous Christian replied, “He needs not 
fear confiscation, who has nothing to lose; nor banishment, to whom heaven is his 
country; nor torments, when his body can be destroyed at one blow; nor death, which is 
the only way to set him at liberty from sin and sorrow.” 



 - The Evangelical Repository, Volume 3, Anecdotes, p. 175, Circa 1844. To read more about Eusebius, 
go to: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eusebius_of_Samosata 

Tacitus on Nero's Persecution of Christians
“Then, Nero, in order to avert this report from himself, caused those called Christians by 
the common people, to be accused and exceedingly tormented. The author of this name 
is Christ, who was publicly put to death under the reign of Tiberius, by Pontius Pilate, 
the governor. Those who confessed that they were Christians, were first apprehended, 
and afterwards by making it known themselves a great multitude were all condemned, 
not so much on account of the conflagration, as of the hatred in which they were held by 
mankind. The taking of their lives was accompanied with much mockery; they were 
covered with the skins of wild beasts, and then torn to pieces by dogs; or nailed on 
crosses; or placed at stakes and burned; serving also as torches for the spectators, 
when the day was over."  
- The Annals of P. Cornelius Tacitus, Roman Senator & Historian, (Circa 14 AD - 68 AD). 

Courage During The Boxer Rebellion - John MacArthur
During the Boxer Rebellion (1899–1900), extreme nationalist Chinese fomented a 
campaign of terror against officials of foreign governments, Christian missionaries, and 
even Chinese Christians. After they surrounded a certain mission station, they sealed all 
exits except one. They placed a cross in the dirt in front of the opened gate and told the 
missionaries and students that anyone who walked out and trampled the cross would be 
spared.  According to reports, the first seven students who departed trampled the cross 
and were sent on their way. The eighth student, a young girl, approached the cross, 
knelt down, prayed for strength, carefully  walked around the cross, and was 
immediately shot to death. The remaining 92 students, strengthened by that girl’s 
courageous example, also walked around the cross to their deaths.  
- John MacArthur, 2 Timothy. Moody Press or Logos.

Sermon Excerpt by Charles H. Spurgeon
The great difference between Stephen and Saul, however, lies in this—Stephen is 
defending the cause of Christ at the cost of his own life and Saul is opposing him with 
all his might. Even in a congregation like the present, there may not be many, yet there 
may be some who are opposing the Gospel. There may be some here who, although 
they would not stone Believers, yet would make a jest of them—perhaps they have 
been making merry today over those Christian Brothers [Moody and Sankey] who have 
of late been prominent in the matter of revivals—some foolish jest they have 
perpetrated about them—and done their best to lower them in the esteem of their 
fellows. Ah, dear Friends, beware what you are doing, for the Lord of Hosts says 
concerning His people, “He that touches you, touches the apple of My eye.” Nothing 
brings the color into a man’s cheek sooner than any ill-treatment of his children! And if 
any of you want to provoke God to speedy and sudden judgment against you, you have 
only to join in treating, in a cruel manner, those who are really  His children. May God 
keep all of us from such a shameful sin as that!



- Sermon Excerpt by Charles H. Spurgeon, "Stephen and Saul" Sermon No. 2948, delivered at the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington in London, May 13, 1875. To read the full sermon, go to: http://
www.spurgeongems.org/vols49-51/chs2948.pdf
To read about D.L. Moody and David Sankey, go to: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moody_and_Sankey


