
THE POOR WEALTHY YOUNG RULER

I. Luke 18:15-30
!
! A. The past several weeks we've been looking at the contrast between those who 
realize they're sinners in need of a Savior verses those who believe they can earn their 
own salvation through their own efforts. It's been a contrast between Pharisees and tax 
collectors, sinners who know they're sinners and sinners who believe they're not 
sinners. It's been a study of the good, the bad, and the ugly and realization that even the 
good are bad and ugly and severely in need of Jesus.

! B. Today's account is also found in Matthew and Mark. As I've often said, the four 
gospel authors are like four artists who set up their easels to paint the same scenes from 
varying angles and perspectives. They're equally inspired, inerrant, and infallible 
renderings. Rather than looking at them as being contradictory (because they're not), 
they should be heartily embraced as supplemental and supportive of one another. The 
bonus section of your sermon notes will include the Matthew & Mark portraits so you'll 
be able to stroll through the whole beautiful gallery.

! C. Luke 18:15-30 (ESV) takes us to the scene where children are being brought to 
Jesus...

! ! 1) V15: 15 Now they were bringing even infants to Him that He might touch them. 
And when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. (Mark says Jesus became indignant with 
His disciples!)

! ! 2) V16: 16 But Jesus called them to Him, saying, “Let the children come to Me, 
and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. (Matthew and Mark say 
Jesus took them into His arms and blessed them. I don't believe He just uttered touchy-
feely words over them. His blessings no doubt were of the eternal variety. I imagine we'll 
meet those dear ones someday in heaven!)

! ! 3) V17: 17 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like 
a child shall not enter it.” (Children are vulnerable, teachable, and dependent on being 
cared for by adults. While some are more independent than others, they aren't self-
sufficient. Their survival depends on being willing to receive what they can't obtain on 
their own. Jesus' words here are important as we segue into the next encounter.)

! ! 4) V18: 18 And a ruler asked Him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” (We know by the other accounts that this ruler was young and likewise rich.)

! ! 5) V19: 19 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good 
except God alone. (Don't start yanking your hair out! Jesus is indeed God the Son. He is 
indeed perfectly good. But this young man doesn't know Who He's engaging. He's quite 
respectful but he's errantly making the assumption that a person can become good 
enough to earn his own eternal life. Jesus continues...)



! ! 6) V20: 20 You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not 
murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother.’” (Jesus quotes 
from Tablet Two, the horizontal commandments.) 

! ! 7) V21: 21 And he said, “All these I have kept from my youth.” (Mark's gospel 
says Jesus looked at the young man and loved him. He saw his earnestness and 
sincerity. But He also saw the young man had another god before Him. Something else 
held a higher place in his heart than God. What was it?)

! ! 8) V22-23: 22 When Jesus heard this, He said to him, “One thing you still lack. 
Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow Me.” 23 But when he heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 
(Can you spot the idol? Do you see what was the greater treasure in his heart? He was 
just offered the opportunity to follow the Son of God, the Co-Creator of all things seen 
and unseen, the Spinner of galaxies, the Maker of molecules, but he goes away sad! But 
he also goes away poor! 'He walks away from True Treasure!)

! ! 9) V24-25: 24 Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, “How difficult it is for 
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” (Wealth can give a 
person a false sense of security. While it can be a blessing when a person sees himself 
as a steward, a manager for its generous distribution, it can be a curse that robs and 
ruins a person's mind and heart, leaving them in despair.)

! ! 10) V26-30:  26 Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 27 But He 
said, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 28 And Peter said, “See, we have left 
our homes and followed You.” 29 And He said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who 
has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 
30 who will not receive many times more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life.”

" D. Some of you are probably thinking, 'Wow, I'm glad I'm not rich!' But my fellow 
Americans, the truth is, we all are! We're among the wealthiest folks on the planet! But 
there's a greater, more potentially devastating concern here: That's believing we can earn 
our own salvation, that we can achieve eternal life by our own efforts. Wealth was this 
young man's barrier, his stumbling block, his idol of worship. But every one of us has 
that "one thing we lack!" We've all fallen short. What might hold a higher place in your 
mind & heart than God? What is of greater importance? Who is it? What is it?

! E. The Zulus of Africa found a clever way to catch the ever-elusive lemur. They cut 
a very small hole in a melon growing on a vine. Lemurs love the melon seeds so they 
reach in their hands, grab the seeds, but then their fist full of seeds is too big to pull back 
out of the melon. And the lemurs just won't let go of the seeds so they're left ensnared. 
The Zulus simply come and nab their prey. He who has ears to hear let him hear...

! F. Remember the One who alone can save you. Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 
8:9 (ESV): 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for 
your sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might become rich. Peter declared it to 
the chief priest & rulers in Acts 4:12 (NLT) 12 There is salvation in no one else! God has given 
no other name under heaven by which we must be saved. (We dare not be enamored by what 



might be behind doors one, two or three, when the King of kings and Lord of lords 
invites us to give up all doors for THE DOOR! What Jesus offered to the rich young ruler, 
He offers to you! Don't go away sad! And don't go away poor!)

! G. Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV) takes us home today but I pray it takes each of us much 
farther. These are Jesus' red-letter words from the Sermon on the Mount. Let them go 
down deep: 19 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.    ! !

* Close with Prayer...

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

Luke 18:15-30 (ESV)
15 Now they were bringing even infants to Him that He might touch them. And when the 
disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them to Him, saying, “Let the 
children come to Me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 
17 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall 
not enter it.” 18 And a ruler asked Him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” 19 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God 
alone. 20 You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do 
not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother.’” 21 And he said, “All 
these I have kept from my youth.” 22 When Jesus heard this, He said to him, “One thing 
you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 23 But when he heard these things, he became very 
sad, for he was extremely rich. 24 Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, “How 
difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of God.” 26 Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 27 But He 
said, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 28 And Peter said, “See, we 
have left our homes and followed You.” 29 And He said to them, “Truly, I say to you, 
there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the 
sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who will not receive many times more in this time, and 
in the age to come eternal life.”

2 Corinthians 8:9 (ESV)
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your 
sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might become rich.

Acts 4:12 (NLT)
12 There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by 
which we must be saved.

Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV)



19 Do not lay  up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, 20  but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

How The Zulus Catch Ring-tailed Monkeys (Lemurs)
Men who trap animals in Africa for zoos in America say that one of the hardest animals 
to catch is the ring-tailed monkey. For the Zulus of that continent, however, it's simple. 
They've been catching this agile little animal with ease for years. The method the Zulus 
use is based on knowledge of the animal. Their trap is nothing more than a melon 
growing on a vine. The seeds of this melon are a favorite of the monkey. Knowing this, 
the Zulus simply cut a hole in the melon, just large enough for the monkey to insert his 
hand to reach the seeds inside. The monkey will stick his hand in, grab  as many seeds 
as he can, then start to withdraw it. This he cannot do. His fist is now larger than the 
hole. The monkey will pull and tug, screech and fight the melon for hours. But he can't 
get free of the trap  unless he gives up the seeds, which he refuses to do. Meanwhile, 
the Zulus sneak up and nab him.
- Charles Swindoll, Living Above the Level of Mediocrity, p.150 ff.

Bonus Rations for Further Nourishment

A Rich Young Ruler - Billy Graham
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tiTx0VEWPr8

The Rich Young Ruler- R.C. Sproul
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/sermons/rich-young-ruler/

Elizabeth Stice's Insightful Review of Preachers N' Sneakers, The Book + The Notion
https://mereorthodoxy.com/book-review-preachers-n-sneakers-by-ben-kirby/

Live Where You Live: Practicing a Lifestyle of Presence - Scott Hubbard (Desiring God)
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/live-where-you-live

Matthew 19:13-30 (ESV)
13 Then children were brought to Him that He might lay His hands on them and pray. 
The disciples rebuked the people, 14 but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me 
and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 15 And He laid His 
hands on them and went away. 16  And behold, a man came up  to Him, saying, 
“Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” 17 And He said to him, “Why 
do you ask Me about what is good? There is only  One who is good. If you would enter 
life, keep  the commandments.” 18 He said to Him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You 
shall not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear 
false witness, 19 Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 20 The young man said to Him, “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?” 



21 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 22 When the young 
man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 23 And Jesus 
said to His disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 25 When the disciples heard 
this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” 26 But Jesus 
looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.” 27 Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and followed You. 
What then will we have?” 28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, 
when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you who have followed Me will also 
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for My name's 
sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first 
will be last, and the last first.

Mark 10:13-31 (ESV)
13 And they were bringing children to Him that He might touch them, and the disciples 
rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, He was indignant and said to them, “Let the 
children come to Me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 
15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall 
not enter it.” 16 And He took them in His arms and blessed them, laying His hands on 
them. 17 And as He was setting out on His journey, a man ran up and knelt before Him 
and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus 
said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You know 
the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear 
false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20 And he said to Him, 
“Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, 
and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying, 
he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 23 And Jesus looked around 
and said to His disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus said to 
them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 
God.” 26 And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to Him, “Then who can be 
saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. 
For all things are possible with God.” 28 Peter began to say to Him, “See, we have left 
everything and followed You.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who 
has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for My sake 
and for the gospel, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and 
brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the 
age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”

1 Timothy 6:6-10 (ESV)



6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, 
and we cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with 
these we will be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a 
snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this 
craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with 
many pangs.

Luke 4:18 (ESV)
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim liberty  to the captives and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord's favor.” 

Luke 6:20-21 (ESV)
20 And He lifted up His eyes on His disciples, and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, 
for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 “Blessed are you who are hungry  now, for you shall 
be satisfied. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

Matthew 5:3 (ESV)
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Psalm 9:18 (ESV)
18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten, and the hope of the poor shall not perish 
forever.

Psalm 12:5 (ESV)
5 “Because the poor are plundered, because the needy groan, I will now arise,” says the 
LORD; “I will place him in the safety for which he longs.”

Psalm 140:12 (ESV)
12 I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and will execute justice 
for the needy.

Deuteronomy 15:7-8 (ESV)
7 “If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of your towns within 
your land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart or shut 
your hand against your poor brother, 8 but you shall open your hand to him and lend 
him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be.

Deuteronomy 15:11 (ESV)
11 For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command you, ‘You 
shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’

1 John 3:17 (ESV)



17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his 
heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?

Matthew 25:40 (ESV)
40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 
these my brothers, you did it to me.’

How Much Land Does a Man Need?
Leo Tolstoy  once wrote a story  about a successful peasant farmer who was not satisfied 
with his lot. He wanted more of everything. One day he received a novel offer. For 1000 
rubles, he could buy all the land he could walk around in a day. The only catch in the 
deal was that he had to be back at his starting point by sundown. Early the next morning 
he started out walking at a fast pace. By midday he was very tired, but he kept going, 
covering more and more ground. Well into the afternoon he realized that his greed had 
taken him far from the starting point. He quickened his pace and as the sun began to 
sink low in the sky, he began to run, knowing that if he did not make it back by sundown 
the opportunity to become an even bigger landholder would be lost. As the sun began to 
sink below the horizon he came within sight of the finish line. Gasping for breath, his 
heart pounding, he called upon every bit of strength left in his body and staggered 
across the line just before the sun disappeared. He immediately  collapsed, blood 
streaming from his mouth. In a few minutes he was dead. Afterwards, his servants dug 
a grave. It was not much over six feet long and three feet wide. The title of Tolstoy's 
story was: How Much Land Does a Man Need?
- Bits & Pieces, November, 1991.

Advantages to Being Poor
Monika Hellwig

1) The poor know they are in urgent need of redemption.

2) The poor know not only their dependence on God and on powerful people, but also 
their interdependence with one another.

3) The poor rest their security not on things but on people.

4) The poor have no exaggerated sense of their own importance, and no exaggerated 
need of privacy.

5) The poor expect little from competition and much from cooperation.

6) The poor can distinguish between necessities and luxuries.

7) The poor can wait, because they have acquired a kind of dogged patience born of 
acknowledged dependence.



8) The fears of the poor are more realistic and less exaggerated, because they already 
know that one can survive great suffering and want.

9) When the poor have the Gospel preached to them, it sounds like good news and not 
like a threat or a scolding.

10) The poor can respond to the call of the Gospel with a certain abandonment and 
uncomplicated totality because they have so little to lose and are ready for anything.

- Monika Hellwig quoting from, The Jesus I Never Knew, by Philip Yancey, p. 115.

The Rich Young Ruler
S. Michael Houdmann
http://www.gotquestions.org/rich-young-ruler.html 

Question: "Why did Jesus tell the rich young ruler he could be saved by obeying the 
commandments?"

Answer: To understand Jesus’ response to the rich young ruler’s question—“What must 
I do to be saved?”—we must consider three things: the background of the rich young 
ruler, the purpose of his question, and the essence of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The 
young man had asked Jesus, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal 
life?” (Matthew 19:16). Jesus responded, “If you want to enter life, keep the 
commandments” (verse 19). At first glance, it appears that Jesus is saying that the 
young man and, by  extension, all people must obey the commandments in order to be 
saved. But is that really what He was saying? Since the essence of the salvation 
message is that we are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8–9), why would 
Jesus offer the rich young ruler an “alternative plan”?

The story of the rich young ruler is found in all three of the Synoptic Gospels, Matthew 
19:16–23, Mark 10:17–22, and Luke 18:18–23. The man is described as a “ruler,” which 
means he was a prince or magistrate of some sort. Since no Roman ruler would 
address Jesus as “teacher” or “master,” it is assumed that this man was a Jewish ruler 
in the local synagogue. This man also had “great wealth” (Matthew 19:22), and Jesus 
later used His conversation with this man to teach the detrimental effect money can 
have on one’s desire for eternal life (verses 23–24). The lesson Jesus draws from this 
incident concerns money, not salvation by works.

The first thing Jesus says to the man’s greeting, “Good teacher,” is to remind him that 
no one is good except God (Matthew 19:17). Jesus was not denying His own divinity. 
Rather, Jesus was immediately getting the man to think about what “good” really means
—since only  God is good, then what we normally  call human goodness might be 
something else entirely This truth comes into play  later in the conversation. When the 
man asked Jesus to specify which commandments he should keep, Jesus recited six of 
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the commandments, including “love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 19:19). The 
man replies, “All these I have kept. . . . What do I still lack?” (verse 20), and that is a key 
statement. The young man was obviously religious and sincere in his pursuit of 
righteousness. His problem was that he considered himself to be faultless concerning 
the Law. And this is the point that Jesus challenges.

Jesus tells the man, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me” (Matthew 19:21). 
The young man decided that Jesus was asking too much. “He went away sad, because 
he had great wealth” (verse 22). Rather than obey Jesus’ instructions, he turned his 
back on the Lord and walked away. The man’s choice undoubtedly saddened Jesus as 
well, because Jesus loved him (Mark 10:21).

In telling the young man to keep  the commandments, Jesus was not saying that he 
could be saved by obeying the commandments; rather, Jesus was emphasizing the Law 
as God’s perfect standard. If you can keep the Law perfectly, then you can escape sin’s 
penalty—but that’s a big if. When the man responded that he met the Law’s standard, 
Jesus simply touched on one issue that proved the man did not measure up to God’s 
holiness. The man was not willing to follow the Lord, if that meant he must give up  his 
wealth. Thus, the man was breaking the two greatest commands; he did not love his 
neighbor as himself, and he did not love the Lord with all his heart. He loved himself 
(and his money) more. Far from keeping “all” the commandments, as he had claimed, 
the man was a sinner like everyone else. The Law proved it.

If the man had loved God and other people more than he did his property, he would 
have been willing to give up  his wealth to the service of God and man. But that was not 
the case. He had made an idol of his wealth, and he loved it more than God. With 
surgical precision, Jesus exposes the greed in the man’s heart—greed the man did not 
even suspect he had. Jesus’ statement that only God is good (Matthew 19:18) is proved 
in the young man’s response to Jesus’ command.

In His conversation with the rich young ruler, Christ did not teach that we are saved by 
the works of the Law. The Bible’s message is that salvation is by grace through faith 
(Romans 3:20, 28; 4:6; Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:9; 2 Timothy 1:9). Rather, Jesus 
used the man’s love of money to show how the man fell short of God’s holy standard—
as do we all. The rich young ruler needed the Savior, and so do we.

- While he is not the author of every article on GotQuestions.org, for citation purposes, you may reference 
our CEO, S. Michael Houdmann.
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