
GO AND TELL, COME AND SEE

I. John 1:32-51

! A. John 1:32-51 (ESV) is all about Jesus calling some of His disciples: 

! ! 1) V32-39: 32 And John (John the Baptist) bore witness: “I saw the Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on Him. 33 I myself did not know Him, but He 
who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne 
witness that this is the Son of God.” 35 The next day again John was standing with two of his 
disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as He walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” (His 
words come with a prompt.) 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they 
said to Him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are You staying?” 39 He said to them, 
“Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where He was staying, and they stayed with 
Him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. (4pm) Jesus' callings continue...

! ! 2) V40-42: 40 One of the two who heard John (the Baptist) speak and followed 
Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. (The other was probably, John, the disciple 
whom Jesus loved.) 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found 
the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, 
“You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). (Peter, GK 
Petros, = Rock; Jesus renamed Peter for what he'd become, not for what he was then and 
there. It'll take trials, failures, confrontations, and the power of the Holy Spirit to turn 
Sandy Simon into Rocky, one who'll give his life for the sake of Christ.) 

! ! 3) V43-46: 43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and 
said to him, “Follow Me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and 
also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael (a.k.a. 
Bartholomew) said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (Sorta like, can 
anything good come out of Kirkersville? Outville? Pataskala? Etna? Thornville? 
Thornport? Baltimore? Thurston? Pleasantville? New Salem? Hebron? Buckeye Lake? 
Millersport?) Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 

! ! 4) V47-51: 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him and said of him, 
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” (No guile. No falsehood. Honest. A 
straight shooter.) 48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, 
“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” (This was a 
supernatural "seeing." Perhaps Nathaniel had been privately praying or crying out to 
God underneath the shade of that fig tree, asking God to reveal Himself or give him 
direction. And then Jesus comes along...) 49 Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the 
Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw 
you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And He said 
to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending on the Son of Man.” (Liken to when Jacob, a.k.a Israel, saw angels 
ascending and descending. Jesus, the True Israel had arrived. They've met the Way, the 
Door, The Gate, The Ladder i.e. the Messiah, the Son of God, the Holy One and they're 



astounded. Even more astounding is that Jesus has chosen these guys to be His 
disciples.)

! B. In the calling of men unto Himself, we see God's sovereignty fleshed out in a 
multitude of ways. First we see Jesus revealed to the greatest of OT prophets, John the 
Baptist. And JTB delivers. "Behold the Lamb of God!" (He points out Jesus to two of his 
own disciples.) Andrew, likely directed by Jesus, goes and fetches his brother Peter. A 
pretty important fetch. Jesus then chooses Philip and simply says, "Follow Me." Then 
Philip goes and summons Nathaniel whose just about as honest and blunt as they come. 
(He and Thomas probably got along well.) Nathaniel discovers that Jesus has read his 
mail, both incoming and outgoing, before it even hit the envelope. Pretty exciting stuff!

! C. You should all know, this is the same Jesus we preach. This is the same Son of 
God we commend to each of you. And yes, He's read your mail too! He knows you 
through and through, to the depths of your heart. This is the Messiah, the Righteous 
One, the One who bore your sin, died in your place, rose from the dead, ascended on 
high, sent His Holy Spirit to dwell within us. This is He who rules & reigns. Who prays for 
us. And who's promised to return to raise the dead and consummate His Kingdom. So we 
declare to you, week after week, the Greatest Treasure in all the universe--Jesus Christ 
the Lord!

! D. Danny Hall shared with me this past week that he likes getting to church early 
on Sunday mornings, parking in the far back row by the cornfield, and then snapping a 
picture of the backside of the Chapel. He then makes a quick post on his Facebook page, 
and invites people to come, showing them there's plenty of parking still available. 
Besides what Danny does, there's endless ways to bid folks 'come and see'...

! E. What if you invited someone to worship with us, picked them up so they didn't 
have to drive, brought them to hear the Good News, then took them to lunch afterwards 
so they could ask questions or pour out their hearts? That's some of what I meant last 
Sunday when I said to "let the sparks fly..." Or what thing might you do?

! F. Passivity is not what we're called to. We're called to be active proclaimers. 
We're called to tell others, to be fetchers, to bid others to 'come and see.' Trust me, Jesus 
has seen your friends and loved ones underneath their respective fig trees. Maybe you 
know a little bit of what some of them are going through but Jesus knows full well. 
Before you even get there, Jesus has heard their cries and knows their deepest needs!

! G. Like I said last Sunday, someone will live forever in the presence of God 
because you told them about Jesus! You get to tell them about the Great Rescuer, the 
Liberating King, the Maker Who Remakes! You get to tell others of a righteousness better 
than their own, one that will gain them unending residence in the Kingdom of God! You 
get to tell them of an irrevocable citizenship in New Jerusalem, purchased for them by 
the blood of Jesus Christ! You get to make angels sing & dance with joy while demons 
are left to howl and moan! This is your moment in time to light some fires!

* Close with Prayer...



Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

John 1:32-51 (ESV)
32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on Him. 33  I myself did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is He who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son of God.” 35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and 
he looked at Jesus as He walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two 
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them 
following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to Him, 
“Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are You staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where He was staying, and they stayed with 
Him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak 
and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41  He first found his own 
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 
42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of 
John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 43 The next day Jesus decided 
to go to Galilee. He found Philip  and said to him, “Follow Me.” 44 Now Philip  was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out 
of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47  Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
toward Him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip 
called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered Him, 
“Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, 
“Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see 
greater things than these.” 51 And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see 
heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

Bonus Rations for Further Nourishment

"Fragrance" by Christopher Wright
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcjsUcL20zY

"Fishers of Men" - Rhonda Vincent
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9RXHwYU2JY&feature=related

"There is A Redeemer" - Kathryn Scott
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yp1NAwRDp3Q 

Do You Care Enough To Witness To People? - John Piper
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eM57eM8tCWU



5 Ways to Be a Godly Grandparent - Avery Foley (Answers in Genesis)
https://answersingenesis.org/grandparents/five-ways-be-godly-grandparent/ 

Genesis 28:10-17 (NASB)
10 Then Jacob departed from Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 And he happened 
upon a particular place and spent the night there, because the sun had set; and he took 
one of the stones of the place and made it a support for his head, and lay down in that 
place. 12 And he had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth with its top 
reaching to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on 
it. 13 Then behold, the LORD was standing above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God 
of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you 
and to your descendants. 14 Your descendants will also be like the dust of the earth, 
and you will spread out to the west and to the east, and to the north and to the south; 
and in you and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to 
this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16 Then 
Jacob awoke from his sleep  and said, “The LORD is certainly in this place, and I did not 
know it!” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other 
than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!”

Psalm 2:6-8 (NASB)
6  “But as for Me, I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain.” 7  “I will 
announce the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I have 
fathered You. 8 Ask it of Me, and I will certainly give the nations as Your inheritance, and 
the ends of the earth as Your possession.

Daniel 7:13-14 (ESV)
13 I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came One like 
a Son of Man, and He came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. 
14 And to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, 
and languages should serve Him; His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and His kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.

2 Timothy 4:1-22 (NIV)
1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, 
and in view of His appearing and His kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the 
Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with 
great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when men will not put up 
with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a 
great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn 
their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep  your head in all 
situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of 
your ministry. 6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has 
come for my departure. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 



the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for His appearing. 9 Do your best to come to me quickly, 10 for 
Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. 
Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only  Luke is with me. Get Mark 
and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 12 I sent Tychicus to 
Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my 
scrolls, especially  the parchments. 14 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of 
harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 15 You too should be on your 
guard against him, because he strongly opposed our message. 16 At my first defense, 
no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against 
them. 17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the 
message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was 
delivered from the lion's mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and 
will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
19 Greet Priscilla and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus stayed in 
Corinth, and I left Trophimus sick in Miletus. 21 Do your best to get here before winter. 
Eubulus greets you, and so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia and all the brothers. 22 The Lord 
be with your spirit. Grace be with you.

Quote by Martin Luther
"The Son of God did not want to be seen and found in heaven. Therefore He descended 
from heaven into this humility  and came to us in our flesh, laid Himself into the womb  of 
His mother and into the manger and went on to the cross. This was the ladder that He 
placed on earth so that we might ascend to God on it. This is the way you must take."

Quote by Dr. Martin Lloyd-Jones
"The glory of the gospel is that when the Church is absolutely different from the world, 
she invariably  attracts it. It is then that the world is made to listen to her message, 
though it may hate it at first."

Quote by John Piper
"The gospel is not a heavenly demand of what we must do to be saved; it is a heavenly 
declaration of what God has done to save us." 

Quote by Tim Keller
"The gospel is therefore not just the ABCs of the Christian life, but the A to Z of the 
Christian life. Our problems arise largely because we don’t continually  return to the 
gospel to work it in and live it out. That is why Martin Luther wrote, 'The truth of the 
Gospel is the principle article of all Christian doctrine. … Most necessary is it that we 
know this article well, teach it to others, and beat it into their heads continually.'”

Quote by D. Elton Trueblood
"Evangelism is not a professional job for a few trained men, but is instead the 
unrelenting responsibility of every person who belongs to the company of Jesus."

Quote by David Platt



"We email, Facebook, tweet and text with people who are going to spend eternity in 
either heaven or hell. Our lives are too short to waste on mere temporal conversations 
when massive eternal realities hang in the balance. Just as you and I have no 
guarantee that we will live through the day, the people around us are not guaranteed 
tomorrow either. So let’s be intentional about sewing the threads of the gospel into the 
fabric of our conversations every day, knowing that it will not always be easy, yet 
believing that eternity will always be worth it."

Quote by Rebecca Manley Pippert
"When God is seeking a person, he will not allow my fear, my feeling of intimidation or 
my lack of knowledge or experience to prevent that person from finding Him."

Three Dollars Worth of Gospel Please
D.A. Carson

“I would like to buy about three dollars worth of gospel, please. Not too much– just 
enough to make me happy, but not so much that I get addicted. I don’t want so much 
gospel that I learn to really hate covetousness and lust.

I certainly don’t want so much that I start to love my enemies, cherish self-denial, and 
contemplate missionary service in some alien culture. I want ecstasy, not repentance; I 
want transcendence, not transformation.

I would like to be cherished by some nice, forgiving, broad-minded people, but I myself 
don’t want to love those from different races– especially if they smell.

I would like enough gospel to make my family  secure and my children well behaved, but 
not so much that I find my ambitions redirected or my giving too greatly  enlarged. I 
would like about three dollars worth of gospel, please.”
- D.A. Carson, Basics for Believers: An Exposition of Philippians, Baker Publishing, p.p. 12-13. 

Moving to the Front Yard 
Jay Pathak

Tom and Angela had lived in their neighborhood for about twelve years without really 
getting to know many people. They lived in a cul-de-sac of eleven houses and had 
limited communication and interaction with the people around them. They admitted that 
this felt strange because they really  had a desire to know their neighbors better, but 
nobody was making the first move…A number of years went by  until finally Tom and 
Angela decided to do something. One of the biggest factors that had been preventing 
them from engaging their neighbors was timidity. ..They began by taking one simple 
step. They switched yards. Their kids had always played in the backyard, and that 
setting was the social hub of the family.



So Tom and Angela simply switched to the front yard. They put up a swing in a front-
yard tree and added some lawn chairs; that was about it. Nothing happened at first. 
Then over the next few weeks, children and even dogs began to migrate into their front 
yard. Eventually  adults followed. Soon both kids and adults were spending more time in 
their front yard than they could ever have imagined. And all they had done to attract this 
traffic was hang out where they could be seen.

Then Tom and Angela decided to go a step further by organizing a series of block 
parties. Surprisingly, the first one they held went over quite well. All the neighbors really 
needed was someone to step  forward and break the ice. Other parties followed…The 
results were powerful. Barriers were broken down, and people started getting to know 
each other. Soon they were inviting one another into their homes. Neighbors began to 
assist neighbors in various ways…
- Jay Pathak, The Art of Neighboring: Building Genuine Relationships Right Outside Your Door.

We’ve Added Color!
Sam Metcalf

I was taking a tour of the Church of Scotland’s beautiful Glasgow Cathedral, which is 
technically the High Kirk of Glasgow. It is estimated that over 50,000 university students 
live within walking distance of this extraordinary building. The congregation of the 
church itself is down to a remnant of less than two hundred people. So I purposely 
asked the docent leading the tour, “If this building still houses an active congregation, 
what is being done to reach these 50,000 students with the good news of Jesus?” Her 
response was stunning.

“The people we have who are active in this church are mostly old. And as you may well 
know,” she said, “young people these days are not that interested in religion. But we’re 
trying and we’re making adjustments. For example, the Church of Scotland has 
historically used black or dark vestments for our clergy. But recently, to be more 
relevant, we’ve added color!” I was so stunned I could barely contain myself.
- Sam Metcalf, Beyond the Local Church: How Apostolic Movements Can Change the World, InterVarsity Press.

The Hog Farmer & The Preacher
Author Unknown

George was a hog farmer who refused to have anything to do with the church. When 
Timothy Doran accepted the call to become the pastor of Grace Church, he was 
determined to increase its size by reaching the lost. He met with the Elders of the 
church and asked them to make a list of the town’s people who didn’t attend church 
services anywhere. At the top of this list was none other than George Hollister.

Brother Timothy grabbed his Bible and off he went to the Hollister Farm. Upon his 
arrival, Brother Tim found George standing in one of his hog lots. After adjusting to the 



smell, Brother Tim walked over and introduced himself. George was a friendly man and 
the two men talked casually  for a while. When the subject of church attendance came 
up, the old hog farmer’s attitude quickly changed. 

George explained in no uncertain terms why he would not go to church. “All I ever see is 
a bunch of hypocrites who belong to your church!” he stated emphatically. He named 
two men who chased after married women. Then he named a woman who was the 
town’s worst gossip. He ended his attack on the church by saying, “If that’s the kind of 
people who go to your church then I don’t want any part of it!” Brother Tim quickly 
turned the conversation to another subject.

Brother Tim and George Hollister continued to talk. Finally, the preacher asked George 
if he could buy a hog from him. George was proud of his hogs. He told the preacher that 
his hogs had consistently won Blue ribbons at the county fair. “You have come to the 
right place to buy a hog!” he told the preacher. After looking over the farmer’s entire 
swineherd, the pastor pointed to a scrawny, sickly, ugly little runt and said, “I want that 
one.”

Brother Tim wants to buy a hog from George Hollister. The farmer objected vigorously, 
“Why, Preacher, you don’t want that one. He’s the scrawniest runt I ever saw. Look, 
there are some fine hogs over here.” “That’s all right,” said the preacher, “I want that 
one.”

After the price had been agreed upon and the deal was completed, George asked what 
the preacher was going to do with this sickly--looking pig. Brother Tim said, “I am going 
to let my son show that pig at the county fair and tell everyone that this is the kind of 
hogs you raise!” “Hey, Preacher, that’s not fair,” the farmer protested. “I raise fine hogs. 
An occasional runt doesn’t ruin my whole stock.” To which Brother Tim replied, “I am 
only following your example of condemning a whole church because of the stunted 
spirituality of a few of its members.”

The Preacher and the Barber
Author Unknown

A preacher and a barber were once walking through the city slums. Said the barber to 
the preacher: "This is why I cannot believe in a God of love. If God was as kind as you 
say, He would not permit all this poverty, disease, and squalor. He would not allow these 
poor bums to be addicted to dope and other character-destroying habits. No, I cannot 
believe in a God who permits these things."

The minister was silent until they met a man who was especially unkempt and filthy. His 
hair was hanging down his neck and he had a half-inch of stubble on his face. Said the 
minister: "You can't be a very good barber or you wouldn't permit a man like that to 
continue living in this neighborhood without a haircut and a shave."



Indignantly the barber answered: "Why blame me for that man's condition? I can't help  it 
that he is like that. He has never come in my shop, I could fix him up and make him look 
like a gentleman!"

Giving the barber a penetrating look, the minister said: "Then don't blame God for 
allowing the people to continue in their evil ways, when He is constantly inviting them to 
come and be saved. The reason these people are slaves to sin and evil habits is that 
they refuse the "ONE " who died to save and deliver them." The barber saw the point.


