
BLIND MAN, LITTLE MAN, MEET SON OF MAN

I. Luke 18:31-43 & Luke 19:1-10

! A. Luke 18:31-43 (ESV) takes place on the road to the cross, following three years 
of astounding miracles and powerful sermons: 31 And taking the twelve, He said to them, 
“See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the 
prophets will be accomplished. 32 For He will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be 
mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. 33 And after flogging Him, they will kill Him, and 
on the third day He will rise.” 34 But they understood none of these things. This saying was 
hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said. 35 As He drew near to Jericho, a blind 
man was sitting by the roadside begging. (Mark 10:46 names him as Bartimaeus.) 36 And 
hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this meant. 37 They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is 
passing by.” 38 And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Not the "Can 
anything good come outta Nazareth" Jesus, but "Jesus, Son of David" the promised 
Messiah! Blind Bart saw who Jesus truly was!) 39 And those who were in front rebuked him, 
telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Gk 
word for mercy is Eleeō. Whenever Eleeō welled up in Jesus, something amazing was 
about to happen!) 40 And Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to Him. And when 
he came near, He asked him, 41 “What do you want Me to do for you?” (i.e. How would you 
like Me to manifest my Mercy?) He said, “Lord, let me recover my sight.” 42 And Jesus said to 
him, “Recover your sight; your faith has made you well.” (Gk word, Sōzō: well, whole, saved!) 
43 And immediately he recovered his sight and followed Him, glorifying God. And all the people, 
when they saw it, gave praise to God. (On to the next Chapter...)

" B. Luke 19:1-10 (ESV) is Jesus' continuing trek: 1 He entered Jericho and was 
passing through. (Bartimaeus has joined the entourage.) 2 And behold, there was a man 
named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who 
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. (You 
know the song!) 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He 
was about to pass that way. (Faith prompted Bart to cry out; faith prompted Zac to climb a 
tree. Real, genuine, authentic faith always prompts some sort of action. "Show me your 
faith without deeds and I'll show you my faith with my deeds." wrote Jesus' brother 
James. See James 2:18.)  5 And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried and 
came down and received Him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone 
in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” (Just so you all know, anytime Jesus becomes 
someone's guest--anyone, anywhere--He becomes the guest of a sinner. It's always 
easier to see the sins of others than the sins of ourselves. But Jesus came to save 
sinners and He was on His way to Jerusalem to do just that!) 8 And Zacchaeus stood and 
said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” (FYI: That's called repentance! Repentance and 
faith are two sides of the same coin. With the gift of one comes the gift of the other or 
else come neither.) 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he 
also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (And as 
they passed on through Jericho, people began cutting off palm branches to wave as 
Jesus would soon ride a donkey triumphantly into Jerusalem...)



" C. In terms of these two men, their stations in life couldn't have been more 
diverse. There were no aid programs for people with severe disabilities and other 
maladies. If you were blind, crippled, diseased or widowed, the best you could hope for 
was to beg for some alms and receive some coins out of pity. You'll remember the widow 
Jesus commended for giving the last two copper coins she had to live on.

" D. If you were a tax collector you were rich and chief tax collectors were filthy rich. 
But you were also hated as a traitor by your own countrymen. As a collaborator with 
Rome you aiding the occupiers. So both men were despised as social outcasts. 
Untouchables. No one would've wanted to associate with either man. Neither man 
would've been welcome to a meal, casual fellowship, and certainly not for worship.

" E. But the poor blind beggar and the loathsome rich tax collector had something 
in common besides being ostracized; they both wanted to see Jesus! Bartimaeus 
wouldn't stop crying out even when they tried to hush him up. And when Zacchaeus 
couldn't see over the people towering in front of him, he sprinted ahead and climbed a 
tree beside the road. Both men got to see Jesus and they're seeing Him now and I look 
forward to meeting both of them someday.

" F. In a matter of days, Jesus too would cry out, "My God, My God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me?! Why? He will bear the sins of Bartimaeus, Zacchaeus, and all of us born 
spiritually blind and morally corrupt. In a matter of days, Jesus too would climb upon a 
tree, the tree of death that we might partake of the Tree of Life. Galatians 3:13 (MSG) puts 
it like this: 13 Christ redeemed us from that self-defeating, cursed life by absorbing it 
completely into Himself. Do you remember the Scripture that says, “Cursed is everyone who 
hangs on a tree”? That is what happened when Jesus was nailed to the cross: He became a 
curse, and at the same time dissolved the curse.

" G. No one hears the Gospel by accident. The Lord doesn't give you ears to hear it 
and eyes to see it without calling you to Himself to be made His own child. And for those 
of you who already know Him, love Him, and faithfully serve Him, does He not want to 
bring increase in your relationship with Himself? A thousand times, YES He does!

" H. Matthew 11:25-30 (ESV) is a prayer by Jesus and an invitation from Him 
personally. As much as it was for those who heard it first hand in person, it was written 
for us here and now. Don't just 'like' these words, absorb them, devour them, and 
respond to them with all your hearts: 25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and understanding 
and revealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for such was Your gracious will. 27 All things 
have been handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and 
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him. 
28 Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke 
upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.”

* Close with Prayer...

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff



Luke 18:31-43 (ESV)
31 And taking the twelve, He said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and 
everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 
32 For He will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully 
treated and spit upon. 33 And after flogging Him, they will kill Him, and on the third day 
He will rise.” 34 But they understood none of these things. This saying was hidden from 
them, and they did not grasp  what was said. 35 As He drew near to Jericho, a blind man 
was sitting by the roadside begging. 36 And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what 
this meant. 37 They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 38 And he cried out, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39 And those who were in front rebuked him, 
telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy  on me!” 
40 And Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to Him. And when he came 
near, He asked him, 41  “What do you want Me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me 
recover my sight.” 42 And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith has made 
you well.” 43 And immediately he recovered his sight and followed Him, glorifying God. 
And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.

Luke 19:1-10 (ESV)
1 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was a man named 
Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who 
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 
4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was 
about to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to 
him, “Zacchaeus, hurry  and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he 
hurried and came down and received Him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they  all 
grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8 And Zacchaeus 
stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I 
have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” 9  And Jesus said to him, 
“Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the 
Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

Galatians 3:13 (MSG) 13 Christ redeemed us from that self-defeating, cursed life by 
absorbing it completely into Himself. Do you remember the Scripture that says, “Cursed 
is everyone who hangs on a tree”? That is what happened when Jesus was nailed to 
the cross: He became a curse, and at the same time dissolved the curse.

Matthew 11:25-30 (ESV)
25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You 
have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little 
children; 26  yes, Father, for such was Your gracious will. 27  All things have been 
handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no 
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
Him. 28 Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly  in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.”



Bonus Rations for Further Nourishment

Who Do You Say That I Am?: Bartimaeus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODhuQnre8p8

Jesus and Zacchaeus - The Jesus Film Project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQChp5fCjSI

"See the King" (Zacchaeus' Song) - Rootsdeepdown (Featuring Ethan & Chelsea Fenton)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tx61aGIbuwM

George Whitefield Sermon - The Conversion of Zacchaeus
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnRfixfthtc

Eleeō - (pronounced el-eh-eh'-o) - To Have Mercy On - Strong's & Thayer's
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G1653/eleeo.htm

Sōzō - (pronounced sode'-zo) - To Save, Heal, Make Whole - Strong's & Thayer's
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G4982/sozo.htm

What the Bible Says About "Your Faith Has Made You Whole" - Forerunner Commentary
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/18522/-Your-
Faith-has-made-you-Whole.htm

How is Christianity's Message of Salvation Different from Other Religions? 
Stephen Nichols - Ligonier Ministries
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uulKpdRT_DA

Mark 10:46-52 (ESV)
46 And they came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with His disciples and a 
great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the 
roadside. 47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and 
say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 And many rebuked him, telling him to 
be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 And 
Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take 
heart. Get up; He is calling you.” 50 And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came 
to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?” And the blind 
man said to Him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go your 
way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately  he recovered his sight and 
followed Him on the way.

Matthew 20:29-34 (ESV)
29 And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed Him. 30 And behold, there 
were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was 
passing by, they cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 31  The crowd 



rebuked them, telling them to be silent, but they cried out all the more, “Lord, have 
mercy on us, Son of David!” 32 And stopping, Jesus called them and said, “What do you 
want Me to do for you?” 33 They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.” 34 And 
Jesus in pity  touched their eyes, and immediately they  recovered their sight and 
followed Him.

1 Peter 1:8-9 (ESV)
8 Though you have not seen Him, you love Him. Though you do not now see Him, you 
believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining 
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Acts 5:30-32 (NIV) The Disciples before the Jewish Leaders...
30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead--whom you had killed by hanging 
Him on a tree. 31 God exalted Him to His own right hand as Prince and Savior that He 
might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. 32 We are witnesses of these 
things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.

Acts 10:39-42 (NIV) Peter to Gentiles at the home of Cornelius...
39 We are witnesses of everything He did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 
They killed Him by hanging Him on a tree, 40 but God raised Him from the dead on the 
third day and caused Him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by 
witnesses whom God had already chosen--by us who ate and drank with Him after He 
rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify  that He 
is the One whom God appointed as Judge of the living and the dead.

Galatians 3:13-14 (ESV)
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us--for it is 
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree..."  

1 Peter 2:24 (ESV)
24 He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed.

Quote by Brennan Manning
“In order to be free for the outcasts, the sinners, the marginals in His social world, Jesus 
had to keep His distance from the expectations and the moralizing judgments of the 
authorities and the respectable. When He walked with the notorious sinner Zacchaeus 
through the streets of Jericho, He was not fazed by the scandalized murmurs of the 
crowd. He wasn't looking around anxiously, fearing what people might say. He was 
neither afraid of their rejection nor concerned about stepping on toes. He was going to 
the home of Zacchaeus because this sinner was a child of His Father, that was all. And 
that's the name of that tune.” 
- Brennan Manning, Reflections for Ragamuffins.

I Saw One Hanging on a Tree, In Agony and Blood



by John Newton, 1779

I saw One hanging on a tree,
In agony and blood;
He fixed His loving eyes on me,
As near His cross I stood.

Refrain:
O, can it be, upon a tree
The Savior died for me?
My soul is thrilled, my heart is filled,
To think He died for me!

Sure, never to my latest breath,
Can I forget that look;
It seemed to charge me with His death,
Though not a word He spoke. (Refrain)

My conscience felt and owned the guilt,
And plunged me in despair:
I saw my sins His blood had spilt
And helped to nail Him there. (Refrain)

A second look He gave, which said,
“I freely all forgive:
This blood is for your ransom paid,
I die that you may live.” (Refrain)

Quote by Martin Luther
“Learn to know Christ and Him crucified. Learn to sing to Him, and say, ‘Lord Jesus, You 
are my righteousness, I am Your sin. You have taken upon Yourself what is mine and 
given me what is Yours. You have become what You were not so that I might become 
what I was not.'”

Quote by William Barclay
“The Cross is the proof that there is no length to which the love of God will refuse to go, 
in order to win (people's) hearts. The Cross is the medium of reconciliation because the 
Cross is the final proof of the love of God; and a love like that demands an answering 
love. If the Cross will not waken love and wonder in people's hearts, nothing will.” 

Quote by John Piper
“Life is wasted if we do not grasp the glory of the cross, cherish it for the treasure that it 
is, and cleave to it as the highest price of every pleasure and the deepest comfort in 
every pain. What was once foolishness to us--a crucified God--must become our 
wisdom and our power and our only boast in this world.”



Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon
“Faith is not a blind thing; for faith begins with knowledge. It is not a speculative thing; 
for faith believes facts of which it is sure. It is not an unpractical, dreamy thing; for faith 
trusts, and stakes its destiny  upon the truth of revelation. Faith is the eye which looks. 
Faith is the hand which grasps. Faith is the mouth which feeds upon Christ.” 

Quote by R. C. Ryle
"Sin forsaken is one of the best evidences of sin forgiven."

Repentance
In Vansbro, Sweden, police were startled when a thief returned a wallet he had stolen 
with the whole amount that was in the wallet along with the interest the money would 
have earned. He also enclosed a letter of apology. He had stolen the money 40 years 
earlier. It is never too late for restitution and repentance.
- From Preaching Daily, Crosswalk.com

Oswald Chambers on Repentance
It is not repentance that saves me; repentance is the sign that I realize what God has 
done in Christ Jesus. The danger is to put the emphasis on the effect instead of on the 
cause. Is it my obedience that puts me right with God? Never! I am put right with God 
because prior to all else, Christ died. When I turn to God and by  belief accept what God 
reveals, instantly the stupendous atonement of Jesus Christ rushes me into a right 
relationship  with God. By the miracle of God's grace I stand justified, not because of 
anything I have done, but because of what Jesus has done. The salvation of God does 
not stand on human logic; it stands on the sacrificial death of Jesus. Sinful men and 
women can be changed into new creatures by the marvelous work of God in Christ 
Jesus, which is prior to all experience.
- Oswald Chambers quoted in So Great Salvation, Charles Ryrie, Victor Books, 1989, p. 91ff. 

Charles Hodge on Repentance
The  sure test of the quality of any supposed change of heart will be found in its 
permanent effects. 'By  their fruits you shall know them' is as applicable to the right 
method of judging ourselves as of judging others. Whatever, therefore, may have been 
our inward experience, whatever joy or sorrow we may have felt, unless we bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance, our experience will profit us nothing. Repentance is 
incomplete unless it leads to confession and restitution in cases of injury; unless it 
causes us to forsake not merely outward sins, which others notice, but those which lie 
concealed in the heart; unless it makes us choose the service of God and live not for 
ourselves but for Him. There is no duty which is either more obvious in itself, or more 
frequently asserted in the Word of God, than that of repentance.

Charles H. Spurgeon on Repentance
True repentance has a distinct and constant reference to the Lord, Jesus Christ. If you 
repent of sin without looking to Christ, away with your repentance! If you are so 
lamenting your sin as to forget the Savior, you have need to begin all this work over 



again. Whenever we repent of sin we must have one eye upon sin and another upon 
the Cross. Or, better still, let us have both eyes upon Christ, seeing our sin punished in 
Him and by no means let us look at sin except as we look at Jesus. A man may hate sin 
just as a murderer hates the gallows – but this does not prove repentance. If I hate sin 
because of the punishment, I have not repented of sin – I merely regret that God is just. 
But if I can see sin as an offense against Jesus Christ and loathe myself because I have 
wounded Him, then I have a true brokenness of heart. If I see the Savior and believe 
that those thorns upon His head were plaited by my sinful words; If I believe that those 
wounds in His heart were pierced by my heart sins; If I believe that those wounds in His 
feet were made by my wandering steps and that the wounds in His hands were made 
by my sinful deeds – then I repent of sin after a right fashion. Only under the Cross can 
you repent. Repentance elsewhere is remorse which clings to the sin and only dreads 
the punishment. Let us then seek, under God, to have a hatred of sin caused by a sight 
of Christ’s love.

Sermon Excerpt from John Piper
"When Romans 2:6 says, "God will render to each one according to his works," he 
means just what he says, everybody. God will render to every Christian and non-
Christian according to (which is a very  big difference than on the basis of) his works. It 
doesn't mean your works save you. It does mean your works confirm you are saved. I'll 
say that again, when he says God will judge everyone according to their works, he 
doesn't mean the works become the ground of their salvation, he means the works are 
the fruit of their salvation... Fruit does not make a tree good. A good tree bears good 
fruit. It shows that the tree is good."
- John Piper, Youtube sermon clip, "How Will God Judge Us?" To watch this brief clip, go to: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4LnlYEaL3zw

First Look
Author Unknown

From the Westminster Teacher I gleaned this story  of an artist's daughter who lost her 
eye-sight when she was a baby. After her mother died the girl's father became her 
constant and affectionate companion. For years her blindness was considered 
incurable. Then a new type of surgery promised to restore her vision. Following the 
operation, as she lay in a darkened room with bandaged eyes, this one thought 
occupied her mind: Soon I shall see my dear father! When the days of waiting had 
passed, the dressings were removed and at last she looked into the compassionate 
face she had so long desired to see. Trembling with excitement, she closed her eyes, 
and then opened them again to convince herself she was not dreaming. As the one she 
loved took her into his arms she exclaimed, "I've had such a good looking father all 
these years and didn't even know it!"
- From Preaching.com; Message on God-Seeing, 2003.

Fanny Crosby
Author Unknown



The famous blind songwriter Fanny Crosby wrote more that 8,000 songs. This fact and 
other interesting highlights in the life of Miss Crosby were revealed by Warren Wiersbe 
in his book, Victorious Christian. Wiersbe explained that when Fanny was only 6 weeks 
old a minor eye inflammation developed. The doctor who treated the case was careless, 
though, and she became totally and permanently blind. 

Fanny Crosby harbored no bitterness against the physician, however. In fact, she once 
said of him, "If I could meet him now, I would say thank you, over and over again for 
making me blind." She felt that her blindness was a gift from God to help her write the 
hymns that flowed from her pen. According to those who knew her, Miss Crosby 
probably would have refused treatment even if it could have assured the restoration of 
her sight. 

Wiersbe concluded by commenting: "It was said of another blind hymn writer, George 
Matheson, that God made him blind so he could see clearly in other ways and become 
a guide to men. This same tribute could be applied to Fanny Crosby, who triumphed 
over her handicap and used it to the glory of God." Yes, this talented woman allowed 
her tragedy to make her better instead of bitter. - From Preaching.com; Excerpt from Warren 
Wiersbe's book, Victorious Christian, retold by an unknown author...

Oliver Wendell Holmes’ Mysteries of the Universe
Famous poet, author and physician, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. was very interested in 
the use of ether for surgical purposes. In order to know how his patients felt under its 
influence, he once had a dose administered to himself. As he was going under, in a 
dreamy state, a profound thought came to him. He believed that he had suddenly 
grasped the key to all the mysteries of the universe. When he regained consciousness, 
however, he was unable to remember what the insight was.

Because of the great importance this discovery would be to mankind, Holmes arranged 
to have himself given ether again. This time he had a stenographer present to record 
the revelation. The ether was administered, and sure enough, just before passing out 
the insight reappeared. He mumbled the words, the stenographer took them down, and 
he went to sleep confident in the knowledge that he had succeeded.

Upon awakening, Holmes turned eagerly  to the stenographer and asked her to read 
what he had uttered. This is what she read: "The entire universe is permeated with a 
strong odor of turpentine." He went on to coin the use of the term, “anesthesia.” 
- Bits & Pieces, November 12, 1992.


