
PRIDE GOETH BEFORE...

I. Daniel 4:28-37

! A. Romans 12:3 (NIV) says: 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober 
judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 

! B. There've been a lot of great upsets in my lifetime: Appalachian State beating 
Michigan. Buster Douglas knocking out Mike Tyson; The US Hockey Team defeating the 
Russians. David vs Goliath was before my time. We love upsets...

! C. Daniel, Chapter 4, is mostly authored by a pagan king named, Nebuchadnezzar. 
He's writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. When Judah's rebellion worsened 
and they failed to repent from worshiping idols, God raised up Babylon to crush them. 
Nebuchadnezzar was Babylon's king. Neb had conquered many powerful nations, 
including the Assyrians. He built an unrivaled dynasty with might and majesty. Ever 
heard of the "Hanging Gardens of Babylon?"

! D. At the zenith of his power, Nebuchadnezzar conquered Judah, laid waste to 
Jerusalem, and destroyed God's temple. He took captive Judah's most promising and 
devout rising stars, including Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and a prophet named 
Daniel. Then in Daniel 4, we read about a frightening dream had by Nebuchadnezzar. So 
the king summoned all the wise sages of Babylon to interpret it but they were clueless. 
So the king calls on Daniel, the man of God, who had already revealed and interpreted an 
earlier dream by the king. 

! E. So Neb tells Daniel the dream. In it he saw a strong, tall beautiful tree, 
stretching to heaven while visible over all the earth. It's a luscious fruit tree, feeding man 
and beast alike. But a messenger from heaven is sent with this edict: "Chop down the 
tree, lop off its branches, strip off its leaves, and scatter its fruit. Leave the stump but 
bind it in iron and bronze!" But then the vision becomes personified when the messenger 
declares: "Let him be wet with the dew of heaven and let him live with the beasts and 
plants!" (So long palace life!) "Let his mind be altered to think like a wild beast and not a 
man. And let this carry on for seven times (usually translated, 7 years). So Daniel, having 
heard the dream and knowing what it means, has to inform the king. He's hesitant. But 
the king insists. And Daniel then tells him, "Ah-hem, the tree, my king, is you!"

! F. Have you ever had to tell someone something they didn't want to hear? I heard 
a speaker once ask a bunch of youth, "If I tell you the truth, will you still love me?" Jesus, 
of course, always spoke the truth and those who loved the truth embraced Him; those 
who rejected the truth, hated Him. Jesus was even betrayed for 30 pieces of silver by one 
who'd heard most of His sermons. It's the saddest story there ever was!

! G. Daniel 4:28-37 (ESV) is how the bad dream comes true: 28 All this came upon King 
Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve months he was walking on the roof of the royal palace 
of Babylon, 30 and the king answered and said, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by 
my mighty power as a royal residence and for the glory of my majesty?” (Don't you just cringe 
when you hear that?!) 31 While the words were still in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from 



heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom has departed from you, 
32 and you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the 
field. And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall pass over 
you, until you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom He will.” 
33 Immediately the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among men 
and ate grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as long 
as eagles' feathers, and his nails were like birds' claws. (There were no institutions for 
insanity back then. People witnessed their psychotic king wallowing in the weeds like a 
feral pig. 'See that crazed man out there with the claws? That's our former king!') (We 
pick up there with Nebuchadnezzar's own account:) 34 At the end of the days (After 7 
years of God-imposed insanity.) I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, (Lifted his 
eyes, where?) and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and 
honored Him who lives forever, for His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom 
endures from generation to generation; 35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as 
nothing, and He does according to His will among the host of heaven and among the 
inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His hand or say to Him, “What have You done?” 
36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my majesty 
and splendor returned to me. My counselors and my lords sought me, and I was established in 
my kingdom, and still more greatness was added to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and 
extol and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are right and His ways are just; and 
those who walk in pride He is able to humble. 

! H. God finds pride, arrogance, and audacious boasting, revolting. Putrid. But 
what's astounding in our text isn't God's wrath; it's His incredible love and mercy! You 
see, Neb was worse off when he was steeped in pride than when he was reduced to 
beastliness! He was closer to God when he was clawing in the dirt than we he was 
waving his scepter. His matted featherlike hair was a better crown than the bejeweled one 
he wore upon his throne! You heard it here before, the fierceness of God's wrath is only 
outdone by the fierceness of His love!

! I. Who comes to your mind in today's text? Who are you picturing right now? No 
matter who it is, don't leave out the one you see in your mirror! Like that angel to 
Nebuchadnezzar: "Ah-hem, that tree is you!" And it will take another tree to restore you! 

! ! 1) 1 Peter 2:24 (ESV) says: "He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed." 

! ! 2) Galatians 3:13 (NLT) "But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by 
the law. When He was hung on the cross, He took upon Himself the curse for our wrongdoing. 
For it is written in the Scriptures, “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” 

! ! 3) Tim Keller sums it up well, "Jesus took the tree of death so you could have 
the tree of life." 

! J. What is my prayer? Look to Him all proud kings AND proud paupers! Jesus 
bore your pride on the cross! God unleashed His wrath upon it! Humble yourselves 
before Him! Receive His love! Be set free!

* Close with Prayer...



Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

Romans 12:3 (NIV)
3 For by  the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more 
highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you.

Daniel 4:28-37 (ESV)
28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve months he was 
walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 and the king answered and said, 
“Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal residence 
and for the glory of my majesty?” 31 While the words were still in the king's mouth, there 
fell a voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom 
has departed from you, 32 and you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling 
shall be with the beasts of the field. And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and 
seven periods of time shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules the 
kingdom of men and gives it to whom He will.” 33  Immediately the word was fulfilled 
against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among men and ate grass like an ox, and 
his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as long as eagles' feathers, 
and his nails were like birds' claws. 34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted 
my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and 
praised and honored Him who lives forever, for His dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
and His kingdom endures from generation to generation; 35 all the inhabitants of the 
earth are accounted as nothing, and He does according to His will among the host of 
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His hand or say to 
Him, “What have You done?” 36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for 
the glory of my kingdom, my majesty and splendor returned to me. My counselors and 
my lords sought me, and I was established in my kingdom, and still more greatness was 
added to me. 37  Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of 
heaven, for all His works are right and His ways are just; and those who walk in pride 
He is able to humble.

1 Peter 2:24 (ESV)
24 He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed.

Galatians 3:13 (NLT) 
13 But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. When He was 
hung on the cross, He took upon Himself the curse for our wrongdoing. For it is written 
in the Scriptures, “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”

Video Clips & Important Articles 

Six Ways to Put Away Pride - John Piper
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pNCpObSRbYY



Daniel (An Overview) - The Bible Project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cSC9uobtPM

With Greater Age Comes Greater Sorrow - Tim Challies
https://www.challies.com/articles/with-greater-age-comes-greater-sorrow/

How to Pray for Our Political Leaders - Jesse Johnson
https://thecripplegate.com/how-to-pray-for-political-leaders/

Can a Christian Fall into Deep Sin, Die, And Still Be Saved? - Sinclair Ferguson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8NduerFD8Q

Bonus Rations

Psalm 146:3-6 (NIV)
3 Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save. 4 When their 
spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their plans come to nothing. 5 
Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their 
God. 6 He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them—He 
remains faithful forever.

Psalm 75:1-7 (NIV)
1 We praise You, God, we praise You, for Your Name is near; people tell of Your 
wonderful deeds. 2 You say, “I choose the appointed time; it is I who judge with equity. 
3 When the earth and all its people quake, it is I who hold its pillars firm. 4 To the 
arrogant I say, ‘Boast no more,’ and to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up your horns. 5 Do not lift 
your horns against heaven; do not speak so defiantly.’” 6 No one from the east or the 
west or from the desert can exalt themselves. 7  It is God who judges: He brings one 
down, he exalts another.

Daniel 2:20-22 (NASB)
20 Daniel said, “May the name of God be blessed forever and ever, for wisdom and 
power belong to Him. 21 It is He who changes the times and the periods; He removes 
kings and appoints kings; He gives wisdom to wise men, and knowledge to people of 
understanding. 22 It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things; He knows what 
is in the darkness, and the light dwells with Him.

Daniel 4:17 (NIV)
17 The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones declare the verdict, so that 
the living may know that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and 
gives them to anyone He wishes and sets over them the lowliest of people.

Isaiah 13:11 (AMP)
11 In this way I will punish the world for its evil and the wicked for their wickedness [their 
sin, their injustice, their wrongdoing]; I will also put an end to the arrogance of the proud 
and will abase the arrogance of the tyrant.



Psalm 101:5 (ESV)
5 Whoever slanders his neighbor secretly I will destroy. Whoever has a haughty look 
and an arrogant heart I will not endure.

Psalm 138:6 (AMP)
6  Though the LORD is exalted, He regards the lowly [and invites them into His 
fellowship]; but the proud and haughty He knows from a distance.

Proverbs 8:13 (NLT)
13 All who fear the LORD will hate evil. Therefore, I hate pride and arrogance, corruption 
and perverse speech.

Proverbs 10:8 (AMP)
8  The wise in heart [are willing to learn so they] will accept and obey commands 
(instruction), but the babbling fool [who is arrogant and thinks himself wise] will come to 
ruin.

Proverbs 15:1 (AMP)
1 A soft and gentle and thoughtful answer turns away wrath, but harsh and painful and 
careless words stir up anger.

Proverbs 16:5 (AMP)
5 Everyone who is proud and arrogant in heart is disgusting and exceedingly offensive 
to the LORD; be assured he will not go unpunished.

Proverbs 16:18 (AMP)
18 Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.

Proverbs 18:12 (NIV)
12 Before a downfall the heart is haughty, but humility comes before honor.

Proverbs 21:4 (AMP)
4 Haughty and arrogant eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked [their self-
centered pride], is sin [in the eyes of God].

Proverbs 21:24 (ESV)
24 “Scoffer” is the name of the arrogant, haughty man who acts with arrogant pride.

Proverbs 26:12 (ESV)
12 Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than 
for him.

Proverbs 27:2 (ESV)
2 Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your own lips.



Proverbs 29:21 (AMP)
23 A man’s pride and sense of self-importance will bring him down, but he who has a 
humble spirit will obtain honor.

Proverbs 30:32 (AMP)
32  If you have foolishly  exalted yourself, or if you have plotted evil, put your hand on 
your mouth.

Romans 12:3 (NLT)
3 Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this 
warning: Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of 
yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith God has given us.

Romans 12:16 (NIV)
16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with 
people of low position. Do not be conceited.

1 Corinthians 13:4-5 (AMP)
4  Love endures with patience and serenity, love is kind and thoughtful, and is not 
jealous or envious; love does not brag and is not proud or arrogant. 5 It is not rude; it is 
not self-seeking, it is not provoked [nor overly sensitive and easily angered]; it does not 
take into account a wrong endured.

Galatians 3:13 (MSG) 13 Christ redeemed us from that self-defeating, cursed life by 
absorbing it completely into Himself. Do you remember the Scripture that says, “Cursed 
is everyone who hangs on a tree”? That is what happened when Jesus was nailed to 
the cross: He became a curse, and at the same time dissolved the curse.

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NIV)
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God.

Arrogance (n.) Offensive display of superiority or self-importance; overbearing pride; 
haughtiness. - (1275 - 1325 Middle English) - The Free Dictionary

Quote by Augustine
"It was pride that changed angels into devils; it is humility that makes men as angels."

Quote by Francois Fenelon
"So long as we are full of self we are shocked at the faults of others. Let us think often 
of our own sin, and we shall be lenient to the sins of others."

Quote by Charles Spurgeon
"None are more unjust in their judgments of others than those who have a high opinion 
of themselves."



Quote by Charles Spurgeon
"No matter how dear you are to God, if pride is harbored in your spirit, He will whip  it out 
of you. They that go up  in their own estimation must come down again by His 
discipline."

Quote by William Cowper
"The proud are ever most provoked by pride."

Quote by Phillips Brooks
"Call your opinions your creed, and you will change them every week. Make your creed 
simply and broadly out of the revelation of God, and you will keep it to the end. "

Quote by Thomas Adams
"Self-righteousness is the devil's masterpiece to make us think well of ourselves."

Quote by Philip Yancey
"Whatever makes us feel superior to other people, whatever tempts us to convey a 
sense of superiority that is the gravity of our sinful nature, not grace."

Quote by John Stott
"The chief occupational hazard of leadership is pride."

Quote by C.S. Lewis
"Democracy demands that little men should not take big ones too seriously; it dies when 
it is full of little men who think they are big themselves."

Quote by Owen Feltham
"In some dispositions there is such an envious kind of pride that they cannot endure that 
any but themselves should be set forth for excellent; so that when they hear one justly 
praised, they will either seek to dismount his virtues, or, if they be like a clear light, they 
will stab him with a "but" of detraction."

Quote by Henry Ward Beecher
"The true secret of giving advice is, after you have honestly given it, to be perfectly 
indifferent whether it is taken or not, and never persist in trying to set people right."

Quote by Mordecai Ham
"One of our troubles is we are not willing to humble ourselves. We are not willing to give 
up our opinions as to how things should be done."

I Saw One Hanging on a Tree, In Agony and Blood
by John Newton, 1779

I saw One hanging on a tree,
In agony and blood;



He fixed His loving eyes on me,
As near His cross I stood.

Refrain:
O, can it be, upon a tree
The Savior died for me?
My soul is thrilled, my heart is filled,
To think He died for me!

Sure, never to my latest breath,
Can I forget that look;
It seemed to charge me with His death,
Though not a word He spoke. (Refrain)

My conscience felt and owned the guilt,
And plunged me in despair:
I saw my sins His blood had spilt
And helped to nail Him there. (Refrain)

A second look He gave, which said,
“I freely all forgive:
This blood is for your ransom paid,
I die that you may live.” (Refrain)

What Does the Bible Say About Arrogance?
By S. Michael Houdmann - GotQuestions.org
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-arrogance.html

Question: "What does the Bible say about arrogance?"

Answer: The words arrogance, arrogant, proud, and haughty are mentioned over 200 
times in the NIV Bible. And in practically every occurrence, it is a behavior or attitude 
detested by God. The Bible tells us those who are arrogant and have a haughty heart 
are an abomination to Him: “Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the 
Lord; be assured, he will not go unpunished” (Proverbs 16:5). Of the seven things the 
Bible tells us that God hates, “haughty eyes” [“a proud look,” NKJV] is the first one listed 
(Proverbs 6:16-19). Jesus Himself said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles 
him,” and then goes on to list the thirteen characteristics of those who are outside of 
God’s favor, with arrogance being considered alongside sexual immorality and murder 
(Mark 7:20-23).

There are two Greek forms of the word arrogance used in the New Testament, 
essentially meaning the same. Huperogkos means “swelling” or “extravagant” as used 
in “arrogant words” (2 Peter 2:18; Jude 1:16). The other is phusiosis, meaning a “puffing 
up  of the soul” or “loftiness, pride” (2 Corinthians 12:20). It is incumbent upon believers 
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to recognize that being arrogant or having a pompous attitude is antithetical to godliness 
(2 Peter 1:5-7). Arrogance is nothing more than an overt display of one’s sense of self-
importance (2 Timothy 3:2). It is akin to that “it’s all about me” mindset that says, “The 
world revolves around me” (Proverbs 21:24).

Instead of arrogance, the Bible teaches us the opposite. In writing to the church in 
Corinth, Paul describes the love. Of the many facets of God’s love, arrogance is the 
reverse: “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant” (1 
Corinthians 13:4; cf. Romans 12:3). Being boastful and having that “I’m better than you” 
attitude reeks of intimidation and destroys our relationships with others. However, Jesus 
taught us to put others before self: “But whoever would be great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the 
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for 
many” (Mark 10:43-45).

The apostle Paul echoed these same sentiments in his letter to the church in Philippi: 
“Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves” (Philippians 2:3). This is a vast contrast from the “dog-eat-dog,” competitive 
nature of our world today. The Christian’s behavior towards others should imitate that of 
Christ who taught us to wash one another’s feet (John 13:14). Where the world pushes 
us to strive to reach the top  and says that “he who has the most toys wins,” Jesus 
commands us to be different: “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 14:1; cf. James 4:6).

Regarding our attitudes towards God and our fellow-man, God gives us two promises. 
First, that the arrogant will be punished (Proverbs 16:5; Isaiah 13:11), and, second, 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). For, in 
truth, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble” (1 Peter 5:5; cf. Proverbs 
3:34).

Recommended Resource: Landmines in the Path of the Believer: Avoiding the Hidden 
Dangers by Charles F. Stanley

- While he is not the author of every article on GotQuestions.org, for citation purposes, you may reference 
our CEO, S. Michael Houdmann.
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