
GIVING HELP

I. Various Scriptures

! A. Deuteronomy 15:7-11 (ESV) is from God through Moses just before God's people 
enter the Promised Land: 7 If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of 
your towns within your land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your 
heart or shut your hand against your poor brother, 8 but you shall open your hand to him and 
lend him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be. 9 Take care lest there be an unworthy 
thought in your heart and you say, ‘The seventh year, the year of release is near,’ and your eye 
look grudgingly on your poor brother, and you give him nothing, and he cry to the LORD against 
you, and you be guilty of sin. 10 You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not be 
grudging when you give to him, because for this the LORD your God will bless you in all your 
work and in all that you undertake. 11 For there will never cease to be poor in the land. 
Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to 
the poor, in your land.’

" B. Isaiah 58:10-11 (AMP) Is God through His prophet to a people who had 
squandered their Promised Land: 10 And if you offer yourself to [assist] the hungry and 
satisfy the need of the afflicted, then your light will rise in darkness and your gloom will become 
like midday. 11 And the LORD will continually guide you, and satisfy your soul in scorched and 
dry places, and give strength to your bones; and you will be like a watered garden, and like a 
spring of water whose waters do not fail.

! C. Romans 12:13 (NLT) is God through Paul to the Church: 13 When God’s people 
are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality.

" D. Hebrews 13:16 (AMP) echoes: 16 Do not neglect to do good, to contribute [to the 
needy of the church as an expression of fellowship], for such sacrifices are always pleasing to 
God.

" E. Today is the third Sunday of Advent which means next Sunday is Christmas 
Sunday. Three Sundays ago I shared on Giving Thanks: giving thanks in all 
circumstances and situations. Two Sundays ago I shared on Giving Words: harvesting 
words from God's Word that'll feed the hurting ones before you. Last Sunday I shared 
about Giving Grace: extending God's grace, His undeserved favor, love, mercy, and 
forgiveness to those around you, even those who don't deserve it. Today I want to share 
on Giving Help: giving tangible aid and assistance to those in need 'round about us.

! F. Most of you know someone who needs help. You may know folks who need 
financial help; you may know some who need relational help; you may know folks who 
need physical help; you may know those who need help spiritually. All of us at some 
point have been in need of some sort of help. A poverty stricken person may need one 
kind of help whereas a rich person may need a totally different kind of help. One man 
could use a dollar; another man a meal; another man guidance and direction; one person 
may need humility while another hauled out of the mire of despair. Irregardless, the task 
of giving help has fallen to God's people...



! G. The last thing we want to do is to persuade ourselves we can't help others. The 
truth is, we all can. No, we can't help everyone. But we can help a few or as many as God 
gives us. The Bible is full of stories where God showed up to help His people but also 
where God showed up to help His people, help His people!

! H. Remember the shepherd boy David helped His nation when no one else 
stepped forward. His only weapons were a slingshot and five smooth stones. But He also 
had God. Queen Esther saved her nation from genocide and all she had was godly 
boldness to intercede before her husband-king even as she faced possible execution. 
The Good Samaritan helped an enemy Jew who'd been robbed, beaten and left for dead, 
even ignored by his own religious people--a priest and Levite. Sam had some oil, made 
some bandages, and took him to an inn. He became the star of one of Jesus' parables. 
Then there's that boy with a sack lunch, five barley loaves and two small fish. His 
willingness to help--putting what little he had in Jesus' hands--fed 5,000 men plus women 
and children. He became the star of one of Jesus' great miracles. What other godly 
helpers come to mind?

! I. The question is this? Do you want to give help? If the answer to that question is 
yes, then you most certainly can. All who're willing to give help, can! You may not get to 
give it the way you want to, but if you put what little you have (or the abundance of what 
you have) in Jesus' hands, He'll make things happen.

! J. If you have a rich neighbor, she doesn't need your money. If your neighbor is 
diabetic, they don't need your cupcakes. The first step in giving help is perceiving the 
need. Sometimes the need is obvious. Sometimes it's not. Therefore pray to see the 
needs 'round about you and then ask God how you might be involved in meeting it. Learn 
the balance of getting involved while staying out of God's way. (Share the story about a 
young boy who helps a double amputee...)

! K. This year your giving may need to look different. But then again the needs in 
many cases are different this year. Maybe they'll be less challenging next year. Or maybe 
more challenging! But we're called to give help whenever and wherever we can. It's not 
seasonal, it's constant. At the confluence of humility and willingness and love, 
generosity flows wild and free and that river gushes straight out of the heart of God. Our 
Father proved it with the sending of His only Son, our Lord...

! L. Let's never forget the Ultimate Helper. Remember this: Galatians 4:4-5 (NLT) 
4 But when the right time came, God sent His Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. 5 God 
sent Him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that He could adopt us as His 
very own children. 1 John 4:9-10 (NLT) 9 God showed how much He loved us by sending His 
one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through Him. 10 This is real 
love--not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as a sacrifice to take away 
our sins. 2 Corinthians 8:9 (ESV) 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might 
become rich.

* Close with Prayer...



Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

Deuteronomy 15:7-11 (ESV)
7 If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of your towns within 
your land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart or shut 
your hand against your poor brother, 8 but you shall open your hand to him and lend 
him sufficient for his need, whatever it may  be. 9 Take care lest there be an unworthy 
thought in your heart and you say, ‘The seventh year, the year of release is near,’ and 
your eye look grudgingly on your poor brother, and you give him nothing, and he cry to 
the LORD against you, and you be guilty of sin. 10 You shall give to him freely, and your 
heart shall not be grudging when you give to him, because for this the LORD your God 
will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake. 11 For there will never 
cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand 
to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’

Isaiah 58:10-11 (AMP)
10 And if you offer yourself to [assist] the hungry and satisfy  the need of the afflicted, 
then your light will rise in darkness and your gloom will become like midday. 11 And the 
LORD will continually guide you, and satisfy your soul in scorched and dry places, and 
give strength to your bones; and you will be like a watered garden, and like a spring of 
water whose waters do not fail.

Romans 12:13 (NLT)
13 When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice 
hospitality.

Hebrews 13:16 (AMP)
16 Do not neglect to do good, to contribute [to the needy of the church as an expression 
of fellowship], for such sacrifices are always pleasing to God.

Galatians 4:4-5 (NLT)
4 But when the right time came, God sent His Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. 
5 God sent Him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that He could 
adopt us as His very own children.

1 John 4:9-10 (NLT)
9 God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and only  Son into the world 
so that we might have eternal life through Him. 10 This is real love--not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.

2 Corinthians 8:9 (ESV)
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your 
sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might become rich.

Video Clips & Important Articles 



"Little Drummer Boy" - For King and Country
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzEX3QMuVPM

"Seeking Your Own" in Loving Others - John Piper
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKBAbtzMfE0

Do You Love the Church? - Voddie Baucham
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxnNWLPiVW8

Vertically: Love God, Horizontally: Love One Another - Tony Evans
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tq-TNbpP2U

"Courage" - Stuart Townend
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRKDWo8JKXg

Bonus Stuff

Leviticus 19:9-10 (ESV)
9 When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap  your field right up to its 
edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10 And you shall not 
strip  your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You 
shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God.

Leviticus 25:35 (NIV)
35  If any of your fellow Israelites become poor and are unable to support themselves 
among you, help them as you would a foreigner and stranger, so they can continue to 
live among you.

Deuteronomy 22:1-4 (NET)
1 When you see your neighbor’s ox or sheep going astray, do not ignore it; you must 
return it without fail to your neighbor. 2 If the owner does not live near you or you do not 
know who the owner is, then you must corral the animal at your house and let it stay 
with you until the owner looks for it; then you must return it to him. 3 You shall do the 
same to his donkey, his clothes, or anything else your neighbor has lost and you have 
found; you must not refuse to get involved. 4 When you see your neighbor’s donkey or 
ox fallen along the road, do not ignore it; instead, you must be sure to help  him get the 
animal on its feet again.

Proverbs 14:25 (ESV)
25  Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be 
watered.

Proverbs 14:21 (ESV)
21 Whoever despises his neighbor is a sinner, but blessed is he who is generous to the 
poor.



Proverbs 14:31 (NIV)
31 Whoever oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to 
the needy honors God.

Proverbs 19:17 (AMP)
17 He who is gracious and lends a hand to the poor lends to the LORD, and the LORD 
will repay him for his good deed.

Proverbs 21:13 (NIV)
13 Whoever shuts their ears to the cry of the poor will also cry out and not be answered.

Proverbs 22:9 (ESV)
9 Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor.

Proverbs 28:27 (NLT)
27  Whoever gives to the poor will lack nothing, but those who close their eyes to 
poverty will be cursed.

Isaiah 1:16-17 (ESV)
16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before 
my eyes; cease to do evil, 17  learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring 
justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause.

Matthew 10:7-8 (NIV)
7 As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal 
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you 
have received; freely give.

Luke 12:33-34 (NLT)
33 Sell your possessions and give to those in need. This will store up  treasure for you in 
heaven! And the purses of heaven never get old or develop holes. Your treasure will be 
safe; no thief can steal it and no moth can destroy it. 34 Wherever your treasure is, 
there the desires of your heart will also be.

Matthew 25:31-41 (ESV)
31 When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit 
on His glorious throne. 32  Before Him will be gathered all the nations, and He will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
33 And He will place the sheep on His right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King 
will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you 
gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
Me, 36 I was naked and you clothed Me, I was sick and you visited Me, I was in prison 
and you came to Me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did 
we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 And when did we 



see You a stranger and welcome You, or naked and clothe You? 39 And when did we 
see You sick or in prison and visit You?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say 
to you, as you did it to one of the least of these My brothers, you did it to Me.’

Acts 20:34-35 (ESV)
34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those 
who were with me. 35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we 
must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He Himself said, ‘It 
is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

James 1:27 (NLT)
27 Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means caring for orphans 
and widows in their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you.

James 2:14-17 (NLT)
14 What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it 
by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? 15 Suppose you see a brother or 
sister who has no food or clothing, 16 and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; 
stay warm and eat well”--but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What 
good does that do? 17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good 
deeds, it is dead and useless.

1 John 3:17-18 (ESV)
17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his 
heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love 
in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

Romans 12:9-21 (NLT)
9 Don’t just pretend to love others. Really  love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to 
what is good. 10 Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring 
each other. 11  Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically.
12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. 13 When 
God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice 
hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will 
bless them. 15 Be happy with those who are happy, and weep  with those who weep.
16  Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of 
ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all! 17 Never pay back evil with more evil. 
Do things in such a way  that everyone can see you are honorable. 18 Do all that you 
can to live in peace with everyone. 19 Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to 
the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I will pay them 
back,” says the Lord. 20  Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are 
thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals of shame 
on their heads.” 21 Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.

Quote by Augustine



"What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to 
the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the 
sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like."

Quote by John Wesley
"One of the principal rules of religion is, to lose no occasion of serving God. And, since 
he is invisible to our eyes, we are to serve him in our neighbor; which he receives as if 
done to himself in person, standing visibly before us."

Quote by Charles Spurgeon
"A good character is the best tombstone. Those who loved you and were helped by you 
will remember you when forget-me-nots have withered. Carve your name on hearts, not 
on marble."

Quote by Martin Luther King, Jr.
"The first question which the priest and the Levite asked was: 'If I stop to help  this man, 
what will happen to me?' But the good Samaritan reversed the question: 'If I do not stop 
to help this man, what will happen to him?'"

Quote by Isaac Watts
"In matters of equity  between man and man, our Savior has taught us to put my 
neighbor in place of myself, and myself in place of my neighbor."

Quote by Henry Drummond
"I shall pass through this world but once. Any good thing therefore that I can do, or any 
kindness that I can show to any human being, let me do it now. Let me not defer it or 
neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again."

Quote by F.F. Bruce
"God bestows His blessings without discrimination. The followers of Jesus are children 
of God, and they  should manifest the family  likeness by doing good to all, even to those 
who deserve the opposite."

Quote by Amy Carmichael
"You can always give without loving, but you can never love without giving."

Quote by Thomas Brooks
"The best way to do ourselves good is to be doing good to others; the best way to 
gather is to scatter."

Quote by Randy Alcorn
"Selfishness is when we pursue gain at the expense of others. But God doesn’t have a 
limited number of treasures to distribute. When you store up treasures for yourself in 
heaven, it doesn’t reduce the treasures available to others. In fact, it is by serving God 
and others that we store up heavenly treasures. Everyone gains; no one loses."



Quote by Charles Dickens
"No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of another.” 

Quote by John Bunyan
“You have not lived today until you have done something for someone who can never 
repay you.” 

Quote by Charles Swindoll
"Don’t be afraid of out-giving God. It is impossible to do that."


