
GIVING CHRIST

I. Various Scriptures

! A. Luke 2:1-14 (NKJV) will sound familiar: 1 And it came to pass in those days that a 
decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census 
first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to 
his own city. 4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they 
were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her 
firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn. 8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in 
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 
10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in 
swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth 
peace, goodwill toward men!”

" B. Today is Christmas Sunday, the 4th Sunday of Advent, and we join with the 
Saints of Old, the Saints of Now, and the Angels Above in saying, "Glory to God in the 
highest, peace on earth and goodwill toward men!" And we declare with them also: "Holy, 
Holy Holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come!" 

! C. Four Sunday's ago I shared on Giving Thanks; three Sundays ago, Giving 
Words; Two Sundays ago, Giving Grace; and last Sunday, Giving Help. Today our 
message is Giving Christ.

! D. The first thing, however we must acknowledge is Christ is not ours to give. God 
the Father gave His Son to rescue us from sin and death. (John 3:16) Christ gave Himself 
as a sacrifice for our sins. How then do we give Christ to others? Here's how: By 
heralding the news like the angels did, like the shepherds did, like the apostles did, like 
believers have done since the Great Commission was given. Therefore, we go tell it on 
the mountain. We tell it in the valleys. We shout it from rooftops. We proclaim it on land 
and sea, in the skies above, and the heavens above them. Jesus Christ is born! Jesus 
Christ died and was buried! Jesus Christ is risen! Jesus Christ is ascended, reigning, 
and one Day returning! In declaring this Good News we are giving Christ, the 
indescribable Gift! 

! E. Charlie Brown famously asked: "Isn't there anyone who knows what Christmas is 
all about?" Linus answered brilliantly by reciting Luke 2, our opening text. Pastor, author, 
and theologian, Tim Chester takes us out of the stable all the way to here & now: “Jesus is 
for life, not just for Christmas. He’s not just the reason for the season; He’s the meaning of 
everything. He’s not just the point of Christmas; He’s the purpose of life.”



! F. We have more to offer than the wealthiest people on the planet. If we consider 
the population of this village and the surrounding towns around the Lake, we're maybe 
looking at 10,000 souls. If we were to amass 10,000 of the richest people on earth, their 
total treasuries wouldn't hold a candle to ours. The Good News of Jesus Christ is 
priceless yet ours to freely give. Remember 2 Cor. 8:9 (ESV) from last Sunday: "For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became 
poor, so that you by His poverty might become rich."

" G. When darkness covered the earth, the Light of Life was born, though He 
existed from eternity past. His name is Jesus. So when we proclaim the Good News, what  
are we offering in the person of Jesus? The Scriptures tell us plainly. Consider...

! ! 1) Colossians 1:15-17 (ESV) says: 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things were created 
through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

" " 2) John 1:1-5 & 14 (ESV) tells us more: 1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In 
Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it...14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

" " 3) Philippians 2:6-11 (ESV) is Jesus' majesty and humility: 6 who, though He 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 
Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above 
every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.

" " 4) Hebrews 1:1-4 (ESV) is the icing on the cake: 1 Long ago, at many times 
and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days He has 
spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed the heir of all things, through whom also He 
created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature, 
and He upholds the universe by the word of His power. After making purification for sins, He sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as 
the name He has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

" H. So the Jesus we offer to the world is not just a little Baby born in a Bethlehem 
stable, He's the Maker of all things seen and unseen, One with no beginning or end, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, the One in Whom every knee shall bow and tongue 
confess is Lord. We offer the Lamb of God who was slain but Who lives again, who bore 
our sins on the cross, delivered us from death, and granted us eternal life. So whether 
there's feast or famine, plague or plenty, war or peace, great rejoicing or tearful 
mourning, we give Christ to all who will receive Him! Have you received Him? If not, I 
urge you, receive Him today! ! ! !



* Close with Prayer...

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

Luke 2:1-14 (NKJV)
1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was 
governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city  of David, which 
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5  to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they 
were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth 
her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn. 8 Now there were in the same country 
shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were greatly  afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is 
born to you this day in the city  of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will 
be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger." 
13 And suddenly  there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”

Colossians 1:15-17 (ESV)
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities--all things were created through Him and for Him. 
17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

John 1:1-5 & 14 (ESV)
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without 
Him was not any  thing made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it...
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (ESV)
1  Long ago, at many  times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, 2 but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed 
the heir of all things, through whom also He created the world. 3 He is the radiance of 
the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature, and He upholds the universe by the 
word of His power. After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name He has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs.



Philippians 2:6-11 (ESV)
6 who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7  but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by  becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9  Therefore God has highly 
exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Quote by Tim Chester
“Jesus is for life, not just for Christmas. He’s not just the reason for the season; He’s the 
meaning of everything. He’s not just the point of Christmas; He’s the purpose of life.” 

Video Clips & Important Articles 

"The Hope of Christmas" - Matthew West
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27rMrWqJsNA

"Go Tell It On The Mountain" Medley Amanada Guillory, Carrington Gaines & Randell 
Amie
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkP3Gxmo2zU

"Joy to the World" (Acoustic Instrumental) - Doxology (Southern Seminary)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8p8qc0gKyFY

"Sleigh Ride Medley" (Live) - Keith & Kristyn Getty's Band
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OAeTuunZR5Q

Bonus Stuff

Isaiah 7:14 (ESV)
14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV)
6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon 
His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Micah 5:2 (ESV)
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for Me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is 
from of old, from ancient days.



Matthew 1:20-23 (ESV)
20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a Son, and you shall 
call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by  the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).

Galatians 4:4-7 (ESV)
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5  to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into 
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir through God.

2 Corinthians 9:15 (VOICE) 
15 Praise God for this incredible, unbelievable, indescribable gift!

Mark 16:15-16 (NLT)
And then He told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. 
Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe 
will be condemned."

Quote by Ralph W. Sockman
"The hinge of history is on the door of a Bethlehem stable."

Quote by Wayne Grudem
“[The incarnation] is by  far the most amazing miracle of the entire Bible--far more 
amazing than the resurrection and more amazing even than the creation of the 
universe. The fact that the infinite, omnipotent, eternal Son of God could become man 
and join Himself to a human nature forever, so that infinite God became one person with 
finite man, will remain for eternity the most profound miracle and the most profound 
mystery in all the universe.”
- Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, Zondervan, p. 563.

Quote by Athanasius
"He became what we are that He might make us what He is."

Quote by C.S. Lewis
"The Son of God became a man to enable men to become sons of God."

Quote by Augustine
"He was created of a mother whom He created. He was carried by hands that He 
formed. He cried in the manger in wordless infancy, He the Word, without whom all 
human eloquence is mute."



Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon
"Infinite, and an infant. Eternal, and yet born of a woman. Almighty, and yet hanging on 
a woman’s breast. Supporting a universe, and yet needing to be carried in a mother’s 
arms. King of angels, and yet the reputed son of Joseph. Heir of all things, and yet the 
carpenter’s despised son." 

Quote by J.I. Packer
“The Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, needing to be fed and 
changed and taught to talk like any other child. The more you think about it, the more 
staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as this truth of the Incarnation.”

Quote by John MacArthur
"If we could condense all the truths of Christmas into only three words, these would be 
the words: “God with us.” We tend to focus our attention at Christmas on the infancy of 
Christ. The greater truth of the holiday is His deity. More astonishing than a baby in the 
manger is the truth that this promised baby is the omnipotent Creator of the heavens 
and the earth!"

Quote by Billy Graham
"But why did Jesus leave heaven’s glory  and come down to live amid earth’s filth and 
corruption? He came for one reason: to save us from our sins.”

Quote by Corrie Ten Boom
"Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that God so loved the world. The 
perfect gift is that He gave His only Son. The only  requirement is to believe in Him. The 
reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting life."

Quote by Adrian Rogers
"He came the first time to die; He is coming again to raise the dead. When He came the 
first time, they questioned whether He was King; the next time the world will know that 
He is King of kings and Lord of lords. The first time He wore a crown of thorns; the next 
time He will be wearing a crown of glory. The first time He came in poverty; the next 
time He is coming in power. The first time He had an escort of angels; the next time He 
will come with ten thousands of His saints. The first time He came in meekness; He is 
coming again in majesty."

Quote by Dave Barry
“In the old days, it was not called the Holiday Season; the Christians called it 'Christmas' 
and went to church; the Jews called it 'Hanukkah' and went to synagogue; the atheists 
went to parties and drank. People passing each other on the street would say 'Merry 
Christmas!' or 'Happy Hanukkah!' or (to the atheists) 'Look out for the wall!”

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
by Charles Wesley



Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim:
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ by highest heav'n adored,
Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris'n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
- Words: Charles Wesley, Hymns and Sacred Poems, 1739. Music: Felix Mendelssohn.

The Maker of the Universe
Words by F.W. Pitt / Music by Ludwig von Beethoven as well as Phil Keaggy

The Maker of the universe
As Man, for man was made a curse.
The claims of Law which He had made
Unto the uttermost He paid.

His holy fingers made the bough
Which grew the thorns that crowned His brow.



The nails that pierced His hands were mined
In secret places He designed.

He made the forest whence there sprung
The tree on which His body hung;
He died upon a cross of wood
Yet made the hill on which it stood.

The sky that darkened o’er His head
By Him above the earth was spread.
The sun that hid from Him its face
By His decree was poised in space.

The spear which spilled His precious blood
Was tempered in the fires of God.
The grave in which His form was laid
Was hewn in rocks His hands had made.

The throne on which He now appears
Was His from everlasting years.
But a new glory crowns His brow
And every knee to Him shall bow.

The Persian Shah Befriends a Poor Fireman
As told by John MacArthur

A wonderful story was told many years ago about a Persian monarch. We would call 
him a king and they  would call him a Shah. This particular Shah reigned in Persia in a 
time of great splendor and magnificence and lived in the midst of all of that wealth and 
prosperity. But he had a heart for people who were poor and common, and so he 
decided that he would dress himself as a poor man, and that he would descend from 
the lofty  heights of his splendor down to the commonest man that he could find and try 
to make a friend out of him. And such a man was a man whose job  it was to stoke fires 
and prepare fires that could then be put into little containers and taken around the 
palace to keep  people warm. He worked all the time in ashes and soot and smoke and 
filth, way, way down in a basement.

The king then put on the garments of a poor man, descended the dark, damp, cellar 
stairs and came down to where the man was seated in a pile of ashes, he was called a 
fireman, appropriately, and he was tending to his fires. The king sat down beside him 
dressed in rags himself, and began to talk. At meal time the fireman produced some 
coarse black bread and a little bit of water and they ate together and drank together. 
And then the Shah went away.



But he came back day after day after day after day, again and again because his heart 
was filled with sympathy that eventually was demonstrated to that man in this longing 
just to be there to share a little bit of his common and difficult life. He gave the man 
sweet counsel from his wisdom and experience. This poor man opened his whole heart 
and loved his friend, so kind and so wise, and he thought so poor like himself.

At last the emperor thought, "I can't keep this up, I have to tell him who I really am and 
so I'll tell him and then I'll ask him what gift he would like from me, now that we're 
friends." So he said, "You think I'm poor but I'm not, I am the Shah, your emperor. What 
would you like?" He expected the man to petition him for some great thing but he sat, 
simply gazing in wonder and love. The king said, "Have you understood what I've told 
you? I can make you rich. I can make you noble. I can give you a city. I can give you 
anything. What do you want?"

The man replied according to the story, "Yes, my lord, I understand. But what is this you 
have done to leave your palace and your glory to sit with me in this dark place, to 
partake of my coarse bread, to care whether my heart is glad or sorry? Even you can 
give nothing more precious than that. On others you may bestow rich presents but to 
me you have given yourself, it only remains to ask one thing...and that is that you never 
withdraw your friendship."
- John MacArthur, Sermon titled, "The Poverty That Made Us Rich." - January 7, 1996. To read more, go to:
 https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/47-59/the-poverty-that-made-us-rich


