
ALWAYS A PLACE FOR THANKSGIVING

I. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

! A. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (ESV) are three exceptionally potent verses: 16 Rejoice 
always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (AMP) puts it this way: 16 Rejoice always and 
delight in your faith; 17 be unceasing and persistent in prayer; 18 in every situation [no matter 
what the circumstances] be thankful and continually give thanks to God; for this is the will of 
God for you in Christ Jesus.

" B. Thanksgiving week begins today. This has been a very hard year for many and 
Thanksgiving may different this year. So do we still have to give thanks to the Lord this 
year? Actually, no; it means we get to give thanks to the Lord. Giving thanks to the Lord 
is ever our privilege. No matter how much woe, how much disappointment, how much 
suffering and pain, how much loss, how many trials and tribulations, we have the 
privilege and the honor of giving thanks to God!

! C. 1600 years after our text was written, the Pilgrims found themselves hip deep in 
trouble at Plymouth. Food had become scarce. They were malnourished. Many were sick. 
Half their number would die during their first winter. But they still gave thanks to God. It 
wasn't some empty ritual. It wasn't to put God in their debt. They were genuinely grateful 
to God for His steadfast love and faithfulness.

! D. When we adjust our eyes and ears, fix our gaze on eternal things, listen for God 
to speak through His Word, our hardships and predicaments are put into perspective. 2 
Corinthians 4:16-18 (ESV) are words our Pilgrim forefathers treasured; us too: 16 So we do 
not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by 
day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond 
all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. 
For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

! E. So what is the source of the words you're treasuring these days? Are you 
getting your words from the news media? From talk radio? From government officials? 
From health professionals? From economists? From Hollywood? From Wall Street? 
From social media? From people who've moved off the grid? From conspiracy theorists? 
From gloom & doomers? Or from folks down at the local Post Office?

! F. If the words you're clinging to these days are from any of the sources just 
named, you may be worried sick, shaking in your boots, angry, overwhelmed, ready to 
fight or ready to flee, but you're probably not taking the time to calm your souls, slip 
quietly into God's presence, and humbly give Him thanks. And yet that's what this 
preacher is telling you to do! And why? Because God's Word says so!

! G. Remember the lyrics from that old song, "Count your blessings name them one by 
one; count your blessings see what God has done; count your blessings, name them one by 
one, count your many blessings, see what God has done." Whether you like that old tune or 
not, those lyrics are instructive. When you start taking inventory of all the things 



contained within the realm of God's steadfast love and faithfulness, our thankful lists 
start growing, start adding up.

! H. Begin with this understanding: God is completely holy and sovereign and 
good. The sum of all His character and attributes is goodness! He not only made us but 
saved us, through the giving of His one and only Son. He rescued us from death and has 
granted us eternal life. Start here and let your lists keep growing from there. Charles 
Spurgeon wrote about a thankful soul: "I have heard of some good old woman in a cottage, 
who had nothing but a piece of bread and a little water. Lifting up her hands, she said as a 
blessing, 'What! All this, and Christ too?'” (That woman had a Thanksgiving feast!)

! I. Consider these Psalms. 

! ! 1) Psalm 9:1-2 (ESV) says: 1 I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; I 
will recount all of Your wonderful deeds. 2 I will be glad and exult in You; I will sing praise to 
Your name, O Most High. 

! ! 2) Psalm 106:1-2 (NLT) echoes:  1 Praise the LORD! Give thanks to the LORD, 
for He is good! His faithful love endures forever. 2 Who can list the glorious miracles of the 
LORD? Who can ever praise Him enough? 

! ! 3) Psalm 107:1; 21-22 (NLT) affirms: 1 Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! 
His faithful love endures forever... 21 Let them praise the LORD for His great love and for the 
wonderful things He has done for them. 22 Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and sing 
joyfully about His glorious acts. (Look for more examples from the Psalms in today's notes.)

! J. So let me count some blessings. Let me prime the pump so you can go home 
and make your own lists. I dare you to read them aloud at your Thanksgiving tables, even 
if your gathering this year is more meager than usual...

! K. I am thankful to God for God; for who He is and all He has done; for His power, 
for His love, for His character and all His attributes. I am thankful to God for His Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. For the love which prompted Jesus to be given; for the love that 
prompted Jesus to come. I am thankful for our Lord's sacrifice on the cross, for dying in 
our place, for absorbing God's wrath against our sin and imputing to us His 
righteousness. I am thankful to God the Holy Spirit, for dwelling within us and 
conforming us into the likeness of Christ; for empowering us to do His will and 
accomplish His work; for illuminating God's written Word; for leading us and guiding us 
in the pursuit of holiness. I am thankful for God's people, the redeemed community, His 
beloved church for whom He died, and for all my brothers & sisters in Christ--that means 
all of you! I am thankful to God for my family, my beautiful wife and daughter, our three 
children in heaven, and all our extended family members. I am thankful to God for eternal 
life, both its quality and unending glory; for the promise of the new heaven and new earth 
and the blissful Paradise of God where sin and death, pain and suffering, mourning and 
bitter tears will be no more. I am thankful for being chosen to worship God forevermore 
in His glorious presence and for whatever life will entail in serving Him in the great by 
and by. And I am thankful for the promise of sweet reunions with those dear souls who 
have passed on before us. So, in every situation and circumstance, good, bad, or 
otherwise, I am thankful to my Lord and God...!



* Close with Prayer...

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (ESV)
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (AMP) 
16 Rejoice always and delight in your faith; 17 be unceasing and persistent in prayer; 
18 in every situation [no matter what the circumstances] be thankful and continually  give 
thanks to God; for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (ESV)
16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is 
being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are 
seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but 
the things that are unseen are eternal.

Psalm 9:1-2 (ESV)
1 I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; I will recount all of Your wonderful 
deeds. 2 I will be glad and exult in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.

Psalm 106:1-2 (NLT)
1 Praise the LORD! Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! His faithful love endures 
forever. 2 Who can list the glorious miracles of the LORD? Who can ever praise Him 
enough?

Psalm 107:1; 21-22 (NLT)
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! His faithful love endures forever... 21 Let 
them praise the LORD for His great love and for the wonderful things He has done for 
them. 22 Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and sing joyfully about His glorious 
acts.

Quote by Charles Spurgeon
"I have heard of some good old woman in a cottage, who had nothing but a piece of 
bread and a little water. Lifting up her hands, she said as a blessing, 'What! All this, and 
Christ too?'”

Video Clips & Important Articles 

What to Be Thankful For - SeventyOne
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jHj1dcQKZD4



"God You're So Good" - Kristian Stanfill and Melodie Malone
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAHpIkqyL0g

"Count Your Blessings" - Sebastian Demrey & Jimmy Lahaie (Live)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-hWRMMRlW0

"All That I Can Do" - Ted Sandquist, Nedra Ross, & Phil Keaggy 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kefjB1HZ2c

"The Thanksgiving Song" - Ben Rector
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Thanksgiving+song

False Gospel: "Cut Off Toxic People?" - by Pastor Joel Kurz (Very Insightful)
https://20schemesequip.com/false-gospel-cut-off-toxic-people/

Bonus Stuff

Psalm 7:17 (ESV)
17 I will give to the LORD the thanks due to His righteousness, and I will sing praise to 
the name of the LORD, the Most High.

Psalm 69:30-33 (NLT)
30 Then I will praise God’s name with singing, and I will honor Him with thanksgiving. 
31 For this will please the LORD more than sacrificing cattle, more than presenting a 
bull with its horns and hooves. 32 The humble will see their God at work and be glad. 
Let all who seek God’s help be encouraged. 33 For the LORD hears the cries of the 
needy; He does not despise His imprisoned people.

Psalm 95:1-7a (NIV)
1 Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
2 Let us come before Him with thanksgiving and extol Him with music and song. 3 For 
the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods. 4 In His hand are the depths 
of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to Him. 5 The sea is His, for He made it, 
and His hands formed the dry land. 6 Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel 
before the LORD our Maker; 7 for He is our God and we are the people of His pasture, 
the flock under His care.

Psalm 100:1-5 (ESV)
1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 2 Serve the LORD with gladness! Come 
into His presence with singing! 3 Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, 
and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep  of His pasture. 4 Enter His gates with 
thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 5 For the 
LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all 
generations.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kefjB1HZ2c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kefjB1HZ2c
https://20schemesequip.com/false-gospel-cut-off-toxic-people/
https://20schemesequip.com/false-gospel-cut-off-toxic-people/


Psalm 118:1; 5-6; 14-16; 19-21; 24; 28-29 (NLT)
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! His faithful love endures forever... 5  In my 
distress I prayed to the LORD, and the LORD answered me and set me free. 6 The 
LORD is for me, so I will have no fear. What can mere people do to me?  14 The LORD 
is my strength and my song; He has given me victory. 15 Songs of joy and victory are 
sung in the camp  of the godly. The strong right arm of the LORD has done glorious 
things! 16 The strong right arm of the LORD is raised in triumph. The strong right arm of 
the LORD has done glorious things!  19 Open for me the gates where the righteous 
enter, and I will go in and thank the LORD. 20 These gates lead to the presence of the 
LORD, and the godly  enter there. 21 I thank You for answering my prayer and giving me 
victory!  24 This is the day  the LORD has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it... 
28 You are my God, and I will praise You! You are my God, and I will exalt You! 29 Give 
thanks to the LORD, for He is good! His faithful love endures forever.

Ephesians 5:15-20 (NIV)
15 Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most 
of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the Lord’s will is. 18  Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 
debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another with psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, 
20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Philippians 4:4-9 (AMP)
4 Rejoice in the Lord always [delight, take pleasure in Him]; again I will say, rejoice! 
5  Let your gentle spirit [your graciousness, unselfishness, mercy, tolerance, and 
patience] be known to all people. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious or worried 
about anything, but in everything [every  circumstance and situation] by prayer and 
petition with thanksgiving, continue to make your [specific] requests known to God. 
7  And the peace of God [that peace which reassures the heart, that peace] which 
transcends all understanding, [that peace which] stands guard over your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus [is yours]. 8 Finally, believers, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable and worthy of respect, whatever is right and confirmed by God’s word, 
whatever is pure and wholesome, whatever is lovely and brings peace, whatever is 
admirable and of good repute; if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy  of 
praise, think continually on these things [center your mind on them, and implant them in 
your heart]. 9 The things which you have learned and received and heard and seen in 
me, practice these things [in daily  life], and the God [who is the source] of peace and 
well-being will be with you.

Colossians 2:6-7 (ESV)
6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built 
up  in Him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.

Colossians 3:12-17 (ESV)



12  Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy  and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one 
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so 
you also must forgive. 14  And above all these put on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever 
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through Him.

Colossians 4:2 (AMP)
2 Be persistent and devoted to prayer, being alert and focused in your prayer life with an 
attitude of thanksgiving. 

Hebrews 12:28-29 (NIV)
28  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be 
thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for our “God is a 
consuming fire.”

Psalm 31:19 (ESV)
19 Oh, how abundant is Your goodness, which You have stored up  for those who fear 
You and worked for those who take refuge in You, in the sight of the children of 
mankind!

Psalm 34:8 (ESV)
8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in 
Him!

Psalm 86:4-5 (ESV)
4 Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, do I lift up  my soul. 5 For You, O 
Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon You.

Psalm 135:3 (ESV)
3 Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing to His name, for it is pleasant!

Psalm 145:7-9 (ESV)
7 They shall pour forth the fame of Your abundant goodness and shall sing aloud of 
Your righteousness. 8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding 
in steadfast love. 9 The LORD is good to all, and His mercy is over all that He has made.

Nahum 1:7 (ESV)
7 The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; He knows those who take 
refuge in Him. 

Romans 8:28 (AMP)



28 And we know [with great confidence] that God [who is deeply  concerned about us] 
causes all things to work together [as a plan] for good for those who love God, to those 
who are called according to His plan and purpose.

Quote by Wayne Grudem
"What is “good?” “Good” is what God approves. We may ask then, why is what God 
approves good? We must answer, “Because He approves it.” That is to say, there is no 
higher standard of goodness than God’s own character and His approval of whatever is 
consistent with that character... God’s mercy is His goodness toward those in distress, 
His grace is His goodness toward those who deserve only punishment, and His 
patience is His goodness toward those who continue to sin over a period of time."
- Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, p.p. 197-198.

Quote by Athanasius
“For God is good - or rather, of all goodness He is the Fountainhead.”

Quote by Augustine
"God is always trying to give good things to us, but our hands are too full to receive 
them."

Quote by Don Fortner
"As a wise, skilled pharmacist mixes medicine, our heavenly Father wisely  mixes 
exactly the right measure of bitter things and sweet, to do us good. Too much joy would 
intoxicate us. Too much misery would drive us to despair. Too much sorrow would crush 
us. Too much suffering would break our spirits. Too much pleasure would ruin us. Too 
much defeat would discourage us. Too much success would puff us up. Too much 
failure would keep  us from doing anything. Too much criticism would harden us. Too 
much praise would exalt us. Our great God knows exactly what we need. His 
Providence is wisely designed and sovereignly sent for our good!"

Quote by Jerry Bridges
"Nothing can be more consoling to the man of God, than the conviction that the Lord 
who made the world governs the world; and that every event, great and small, 
prosperous and adverse, is under the absolute disposal of Him who doth all things well, 
and who regulates all things for the good of His people."
- Jerry Bridges, The Practice of Godliness, p. 214.

Quote by John Wesley
"I preached on the righteousness of the law and the righteousness of faith. While I was 
speaking, several dropped down as dead and among the rest such a cry was heard of 
sinners groaning for the righteousness of faith that it almost drowned my voice. But 
many of these soon lifted up  their heads with joy and broke out into thanksgiving, being 
assured they now had the desire of their soul - the forgiveness of their sins."

Quote by Isaac Watts



"How divinely full of glory and pleasure shall that hour be when all the millions of 
mankind that have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb of God shall meet together 
and stand around Him, with every tongue and every heart full of joy  and praise! How 
astonishing will be the glory and the joy of that day when all the saints shall join together 
in one common song of gratitude and love, and of everlasting thankfulness to this 
Redeemer! With that unknown delight, and inexpressible satisfaction, shall all that are 
saved from the ruins of sin and hell address the Lamb that was slain, and rejoice in His 
presence!"

Quote by Jerry Bridges
"Thankfulness to God is a recognition that God in His goodness and faithfulness has 
provided for us and cared for us, both physically  and spiritually. It is a recognition that 
we are totally dependent upon Him; that all that we are and have comes from God."

Quote by A.W. Pink
"Yes, give thanks for "all things" for, as it has been well said "Our disappointments are 
but His appointments."

Quote by H.U. Westermayer
"The Pilgrims made seven times more graves than huts. No Americans have been more 
impoverished than these who, nevertheless, set aside a day of thanksgiving."

Thanksgiving 1621 - William Bradford
They began now to gather in the small harvest they had, and to fit up their houses and 
dwellings against winter, being all well recovered in health and strength and had all 
things in good plenty.  For as some were thus employed in affairs abroad, others were 
exercising in fishing, about cod and bass and other fish, of which they took good store, 
of which every  family  had their portion.  All the summer there was no want; and now 
began to come in store of fowl, as winter approached, of which this place did abound 
when they came first (but afterward decreased by degrees).  And besides waterfowl 
there was great store of wild turkeys, of which they took many, besides venison, etc.  
Besides they had about a peck of meal a week to a person, or now since harvest, Indian 
corn to that proportion.  Which made many afterwards write so largely of their plenty 
here to their friends in England, which were not feigned but true reports.  
- William Bradford, History of Plymouth Plantation, (1620-1647).

Anne Steele's Fiancé Drowned
A young woman named Anne Steele had encountered one trial and disappointment 
after another. Being a devout Christian, she continuously sought to praise God—even in 
sorrow. She was engaged to be married, and had looked forward to her wedding day 
with eagerness. The big day finally  arrived and so did the guests—but the groom was 
missing. After about an hour of waiting, a messenger brought the tragic news that 
Anne’s fiancé had drowned. The sudden shock was almost too much for her, but after a 
while she regained her spiritual composure. Later Anne Steele penned the following 
song that is still found in many hymnbooks.  - H.G.B., Our Daily Bread



Father, Whate’er of Earthly Bliss
By Anne Steele

Father, whate'er of earthly bliss
Thy sovereign will denies,
Accepted at thy throne of grace,
Let this petition rise:

Give me a calm, a thankful heart,
From every murmur free:
The blessings of thy grace impart,
And make me live to thee.

Let the sweet hope that I am thine,
My life and death attend;
Thy presence through my journey shine,
And crown my journey's end.

Now Thank We All Our God (The Story) 
by Dr. Harold Pease

This is the season to be grateful and to acknowledge our many blessings, even in the 
midst of extreme difficult times for so many of our neighbors and friends. Even our own 
circumstances may have brought us beneath what we think we can endure. During such 
times it is sometimes hard to find things to be grateful for or to find the hand of God in 
anything. Finding someone whose life circumstances are much worse sometimes helps 
a little. One such was Martin Rinckart. He authored the beloved Christian hymnal “Now 
Thank We All Our God” which has given fellow Christians strength in their trials for 
almost 400 years.

In 1637 the Swedes and Germans were in the midst of The Thirty-Year War (Catholics 
vs. Protestants) and refugees from that encounter were flooding into Eilenburg, Saxony 
where Martin Rinckart was serving as Archdeacon of his native German town. A horrible 
plaque gripped the area leaving some 8,000 persons dead in a single year. Rinckart had 
to assist “at the beds of the sick and dying.” Although fortunately he maintained his own 
health during this time of death, he “had to read forty or fifty  funeral services a day” 
including the services of two of his fellow clergymen. A fourth ran away, out of fear of 
getting sick, leaving him the lone church authority  in this major crisis. He assisted in 
burying some 4,480 in all. In May of that year, his wife died. “By the end of the year, the 
refugees had to be buried in trenches without services.”

This horror was followed by a famine “so extreme that thirty or forty persons might be 
seen fighting in the streets for a dead cat or crow.” As the head of the church in his area 
“his door was surrounded by a crowd of poor starving wretches, who found it their only 
refuge.” He shared everything he had reserving “the barest rations for his own family.”



Next the Swedes returned demanding a tribute of $30,000 from the town. Such money 
was not available. After failing to entreat the invading general for mercy, Rinckart turned 
to those following him and, in the general’s presence, said “Come, my children, we can 
find no hearing, no mercy with men, let us take refuge with God.” He then “fell on his 
knees and prayed with such touching earnestness that the Swedish general relented, 
and lowered his demand at last to 2,000 florins.”

Apparently the words of his hymn were originally  written as a grace to be said before 
meals but given his circumstances it became a song of strength in adversity. Listen to 
them. “Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices, Who wondrous 
things hath done, In whom His earth rejoices; Who, from our mothers’ arms, Hath 
blessed us on our way With countless gifts of love, And still is ours today.” The first 
verse of this Lutheran hymnal is certainly a message of thanksgiving; the second, one 
of protection and guidance. “Oh, may our bounteous God Through all our life be near 
us, With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us, And keep us in His love, And 
guide us day and night, And free us from all ills, Protect us by His might.”

Perhaps his life and song can make us stronger as well. At the very least it should give 
us a few extra things for which to be thankful. None of us are fighting over a dead cat or 
crow to eat. Despite our obstacles, deep inside we know that God still has our best 
interests in mind. When we next sing this song we will probably do it with more gratitude 
reflecting, at least for a moment, on our great blessings, as he did, rather than our trials.

- Dr. Harold Pease is an expert on the United States Constitution. He has dedicated his career to studying the 
writings of the Founding Fathers and applying that  knowledge to current events. He has taught history and political 
science from this perspective for over 25 years at Taft College.  To read more of his weekly articles, please visit 
www.LibertyUnderFire.org.  Article written - November 26, 2011.

"Now Thank We All Our God"
by Martin Rinckart, 1586-1649
Translated by Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878

1. Now thank we all our God
With heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom His world rejoices;
Who from our mother's arms
Hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.

2. Oh, may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us;



And keep us in His grace
And guide us when perplexed
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.

3. All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son, and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven:
The one eternal God,
Whom earth and heaven adore!
For thus it was, is now,
And shall be evermore.
THE HANDBOOK TO THE LUTHERAN HYMNAL (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1942) p. 31.


