
WE BELONG TO THE DAY, OUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT!

I. 1 Thessalonians 5:8-11

! A. 1 Thessalonians 5:8-11 (ESV) says: 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be 
sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 
9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with Him. 11 Therefore 
encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.

! B. I never believe anyone comes to this church by accident. Or hears the Gospel 
at any church, anywhere, anytime, by accident. I don't believe in coincidences or chance 
encounters. Our God is too sovereign. Serendipities are awesome and I believe God's 
behind them all. I'll be the last to claim I know what He's up to in bringing them about, but  
I'll be among the first to say God is intricately involved in all our lives and all His vast 
creation. Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892) said God even controls the orbits of floating dust 
particles exposed by sunbeams! I'm with Spurgeon!

! C. So let's unpack 1 Thessalonians 5:8-11: 8 But since we belong to the day, (vs 
night) let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope 
of salvation. (1 Corinthians 13:13  echoes: "Faith, hope, and love, these three, but the greatest 
of these is Love.") (Faith, Hope, & Love are sometimes called the triad of Christianity. 
They're depicted symbolically by a cross for faith, an anchor for hope, and a heart for 
love. You can buy bling or get a tattoo with a cross, anchor, and heart melded together. 
But hopefully our faith, hope, & love are even more visible in our everyday lives, more so 
than cute earrings, necklaces, tattoos, and bumper stickers.) (But faith-hope-love are 
ours because of our blood bought-future. And that is?) 9 For God has not destined us for 
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether 
we are awake or asleep (Alive & kicking or in the ground or ashes scattered) we might live 
with Him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 
(My goal today is to build you up and encourage you about your future.)

! D. Before the foundation of the world, you were destined to hear the Gospel. I 
believe that's true because you're hearing it right now. But what I don't know is whether 
or not you've been destined to embrace it. But I suspect you have because you're here! 
God is not cruel. He's full of love and mercy! And there's no greater expression of Love 
down through time than when God gave His Son to die for our sins! (John 3:16; 2 Cor. 
5:21) How does your heart respond when you hear this?

! E. The same Charles Spurgeon I mentioned earlier put it this way: “The hearing of 
the gospel involves the hearer in responsibility. It is a great privilege to hear the gospel. You 
may smile and think there is nothing very great in it. The damned in hell know. Oh, what would 
they give if they could hear the gospel now? If they could come back and entertain but the 
shadow of a hope that they might escape from the wrath to come? The saved in heaven 
estimate this privilege at a high rate, for, having obtained salvation through the preaching of this 
gospel, they can never cease to bless their God for calling them by His word of truth. O that you 
knew it! On your dying beds the listening to a gospel sermon will seem another thing than it 
seems now.”



! F. Others of you have been believers for a long time. You've turned more silver on 
top (or more shiny) and perhaps you even wonder how a message on destiny applies to 
you. Trust me it does. Life in the here and now isn't even a smidgeon's worth of eternity. 
It's merely the train station. The place of debarkation. But before we disembark, there's 
work to be done here; in us and around us, through us and in spite of us. R.C. Sproul 
said it best with four words: "Right now counts forever!"

! G. Ecclesiastes 3:11 (AMP) affirms: 11 He has made everything beautiful and 
appropriate in its time. He has also planted eternity [a sense of divine purpose] in the human 
heart [a mysterious longing which nothing under the sun can satisfy, except God]—yet man 
cannot find out (comprehend, grasp) what God has done (His overall plan) from the beginning to 
the end. (If you're breathing, God's mission for you here is still active!)

! H. I was at a Christian rock concert many years ago. (Trust me it wasn't the Bill 
Gaither Trio or the Happy Goodmans!) One of the guys in the band yells out to the crowd: 
"Hey! If you're going to heaven, life here on earth is as bad as it gets! But if you're going 
to hell, life here on earth is as good as it gets!" That rocker-dude wasn't wrong! And 
what'd we read earlier? "For God has not destined us for wrath, (Because Jesus already 
absorbed it!) but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we might live with Him."

" I. Here's a couple more wise quotes about your destiny: 

! ! 1) C.S. Lewis said: "Christianity asserts that every individual human being is 
going to live for ever, and this must be either true or false. Now there are a good many things 
which would not be worth bothering about if I were going to live only seventy years, but which I 
had better bother about very seriously if I am going to live for ever." 

! ! 2) In the 1600s, Puritan Preacher & Author, Thomas Watson said with 
profound simplicity: "Eternity to the godly is a day that has no sunset; eternity to the wicked is 
a night that has no sunrise."

" J. If you're a child or a youth; if you're a young adult; if you're middle aged or 
elderly: In Christ you have purpose now as well as an unending future. No matter how 
dark things seem or how dark they'll get, your future is bright! You belong to the Day! Put  
on faith and hope and love in the meantime. Let there be no doubt whose child you are, 
what direction you're headed, and where and with Whom you'll spend your forever! "For 
God has not destined You for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for You so that whether You are awake or asleep You might live with 
Him!" (I pray those words build you up and encourage you about your awesome future!)

* Close with a Song...

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

1 Thessalonians 5:8-11 (ESV)
8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has not destined us for 



wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we might live with Him. 11 Therefore encourage one 
another and build one another up, just as you are doing.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (AMP)
11 He has made everything beautiful and appropriate in its time. He has also planted 
eternity [a sense of divine purpose] in the human heart [a mysterious longing which 
nothing under the sun can satisfy, except God]—yet man cannot find out (comprehend, 
grasp) what God has done (His overall plan) from the beginning to the end.

Quote by Charles Spurgeon
“The hearing of the gospel involves the hearer in responsibility. It is a great privilege to 
hear the gospel. You may smile and think there is nothing very great in it. The damned 
in hell know. Oh, what would they  give if they could hear the gospel now? If they could 
come back and entertain but the shadow of a hope that they might escape from the 
wrath to come? The saved in heaven estimate this privilege at a high rate, for, having 
obtained salvation through the preaching of this gospel, they can never cease to bless 
their God for calling them by His word of truth. O that you knew it! On your dying beds 
the listening to a gospel sermon will seem another thing than it seems now.”

Quote by R.C. Sproul
"Right now counts forever."

Quote by C.S. Lewis
"Christianity  asserts that every  individual human being is going to live for ever, and this 
must be either true or false. Now there are a good many things which would not be 
worth bothering about if I were going to live only  seventy years, but which I had better 
bother about very seriously if I am going to live for ever."

Quote by Thomas Watson (1620 -1686)
"Eternity to the godly is a day that has no sunset; eternity to the wicked is a night that 
has no sunrise."

Video Clips & Important Articles 

"One Day" (When We All Get to Heaven) - Matt Redman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGAdaGbmfFs

The Gospel: The Most Terrifying Truth of Scripture - Paul Washer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TXOWyjB7d24

You Are Not Appointed for Wrath (Sermon Text & Podcast by John Piper)
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/you-are-not-appointed-for-wrath

"Two Sets of Jones'" - Big Tent Revival
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQE5PNRLZ40



"In the Sweet By and By" - Ben Hester, A Southern Gospel Revial
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JhNxXBTIjfk

"Wayfaring Stranger" - Hayde Bluegrass Orchestra
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWIaeQFcbYg

Bonus Stuff 

Romans 5:1-11 (NASB)
1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this 
grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only this, 
but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 
4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 5 and hope does 
not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through 
the Holy  Spirit who was given to us. 6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time 
Christ died for the ungodly. 7  For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though 
perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. 8 But God demonstrates 
His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much 
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of 
God through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through 
the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
11 And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received the reconciliation.

1 Corinthians 5:1-10 (ESV)
1 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we 
groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3  if indeed by putting it on we may not 
be found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that 
we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may 
be swallowed up  by life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very  thing is God, who has 
given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are always of good courage. We know that 
while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not 
by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body 
and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to 
please Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each 
one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

Revelation 21:3-4 (ESV)
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be His people, and God Himself will be 
with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.”



Quote by Charles Spurgeon
"“I believe that every  particle of dust that dances in the sunbeam does not move an 
atom more or less than God wishes – that every particle of spray that dashes against 
the steamboat has its orbit, as well as the sun in the heavens – that the chaff from the 
hand of the winnower is steered as the stars in their courses. The creeping of an aphid 
over the rosebud is as much fixed as the march of the devastating pestilence – the fall 
of . . . leaves from a poplar is as fully ordained as the tumbling of an avalanche.” 

What Happens When We Die? - From the Westminster Confession
“The bodies of men, after death, return to dust, and see corruption: but their souls, 
which neither die nor sleep, having an immortal subsistence, immediately  return to God 
who gave them: the souls of the righteous, being then made perfect in holiness, are 
received into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of God, in light and glory, 
waiting for the full redemption of their bodies. And the souls of the wicked are cast into 
hell, where they remain in torments and utter darkness, reserved to the judgment of the 
great day. Beside these two places, for souls separated from their bodies, the Scripture 
acknowledges none.” 
- The Westminster Confession, (Chapter XXXII), 1646.

Quote by John Owen (1616-1683)
"If our future blessedness shall consist in being where He is, and beholding of His glory, 
what better preparation can there be for it than in a constant previous contemplation of 
that glory in the revelation that is made in the Gospel, unto this very end that by  a view 
of it we may be gradually transformed into the same glory."
- John Owen, Puritan/Reformed Theologian, wrote this while dying. The quote is recorded in Meditations 
of the Glory of Christ in His Person, Office, and Grace, in The Works of John Owen, vol. 1, p. 275. To 
read more about John Owen, go to: http://www.johnowen.org/

Quote by Harold Senkbeil
"Most people think that the human dilemma is that our lives are out of adjustment; we 
don't meet God's expectations. Salvation then becomes a matter of rearranging our 
priorities and adjusting our life-style to correspond with God's will. In its crassest form, 
this error leads people to think they earn their own salvation. More often in today's 
evangelical world, that error has a more subtle disguise: armed with forgiveness through 
Jesus, people are urged to practice the techniques and principles Christ gave to bring 
their life-style back into line. It is certainly true that sinful lives are out of adjustment. We 
are all in need of the Spirit's sanctifying power. But that comes only after our real 
problem is solved. Sins are just the symptom; our real dilemma is death. God warned 
Adam and Eve that the knowledge of came with a high price tag: "...when you eat of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil) you will surely die" (Ge. 2:17).  Our first parents 
wanted to be like God and were willing to pay the price. And we are still paying the 
price: "the wages of sin is death…" (Rom. 6:23) "...in Adam we all die" (1 Cor. 15:22); 
"...you were dead in your transgressions and sins" (Eph. 2:1). The real problem we all 
face is death. Physical death, to be sure. But ultimately and most horribly, spiritual 
death--being cut off from God forever. And everyone must die. You can either die alone 



or in Jesus. In his death Jesus Christ swallowed up our death, and rose again 
triumphantly to take all of the teeth out of the grave. In the promise of the resurrection, 
death loses its power. When we die with Jesus, we really live!" 
 - Harold Senkbeil, Dying To Live: The Power of Forgiveness, p 13.

Quote by Augustine
"A man may lose the good things of this life against his will; but if he loses the eternal 
blessings, he does so with his own consent."

Quote by C.S. Lewis
“God does not love us because we are lovable but rather because He is love... Christ 
did not die for men because they were intrinsically worth dying for, but because He is 
intrinsically love, and therefore loves infinitely.”

Quote by Charles Spurgeon
“The more unworthy you feel yourself to be, the more evidence have you that nothing 
but unspeakable love could have led the Lord Jesus to save such a soul as yours. The 
more demerit you feel, the clearer is the display of the abounding love of God in having 
chosen you, and called you, and made you an heir of bliss.”

Quote by D.L. Moody
"The thief had nails through both hands, so that he could not work; and a nail through 
each foot, so that he could not run errands for the Lord; he could not lift a hand or a foot 
toward his salvation, and yet Christ offered him the gift of God; and he took it. Christ 
threw him a passport, and took him into Paradise."  
- D. L. Moody, "Day by Day with D.L Moody," Moody Press.

Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon
“I do not come into this pulpit hoping that perhaps somebody will of his own free will 
return to Christ. My hope lies in another quarter. I hope that my Master will lay hold of 
some of them and say, ‘You are mine, and you shall be mine. I claim you for myself.’ My 
hope arises from the freeness of [sovereign] grace, and not from the freedom of the 
will.”

Quote by C.S. Lewis
"If we discover a desire within us that nothing in this world can satisfy, also we should 
begin to wonder if perhaps we were created for another world."

Quote by William Barclay
"For the Christian, heaven is where Jesus is. We do not need to speculate on what 
heaven will be like. It is enough to know that we will be forever with Him."

Quote by Henry Drummond
"We know but little now about the conditions of the life that is to come. But what is 
certain is that Love must last. God, the Eternal God, is Love. Covet therefore that 
everlasting gift, that one thing which it is certain is going to stand, that one coinage 



which will be current in the universe when all other coinages of all the nations of the 
world shall be useless and unhonored."

Quote by Randy Alcorn
"He who lays up treasures on earth spends his life backing away from his treasures. To 
him, death is loss. He who lays up  treasures in heaven looks forward to eternity; he's 
moving daily toward his treasures. To him, death is gain. He who spends his life moving 
toward his treasures has reason to rejoice. Are you despairing or rejoicing?"

Quote by J.C. Ryle
"You were placed here to train for eternity. Your body was only intended to be a house 
for your immortal spirit. It is flying in the face of God's purposes to do as many do--to 
make the soul a servant to the body, and not the body a servant to the soul."

Quote by D.L. Moody
"Surely it is not wrong for us to think and talk about Heaven. I like to find out all I can 
about it. I expect to live there through all eternity. If I were going to dwell in any  place in 
this country, if I were going to make it my home, I would inquire about its climate, about 
the neighbors I would have — about everything, in fact, that I could learn concerning it. 
If soon you were going to emigrate, that is the way you would feel. Well, we are all 
going to emigrate in a very little while. We are going to spend eternity in another world. 
… Is it not natural that we should look and listen and try to find out who is already there 
and what is the route to take?"

Quote by Matthew Henry
"He whose head is in heaven need not fear to put his feet into the grave."

Quote by C.S. Lewis
"When the author walks on the stage the play  is over. God is going to invade, all right - 
something so beautiful to some of us and so terrible to others that none of us will have 
any choice left? For this time it will be God without disguise. It will be too late then to 
choose your side."

The Tales We Will Tell in the Age to Come
Excerpt by John Piper 

We will tell tales of the grace of God in the history of redemption. We will tell stories 
about God's power and mercy  in the lives of His people—especially the people who 
dreamed and planned and labored and struggled and fought and suffered for the 
advancement of the gospel. We will talk with sweet tears in our eyes (I think it's only the 
painful tears that the Lord will wipe away) about the times when we were fearful and 
gave no witness to Christ, the times when we planned our dream vacations thoroughly 
but dreamed no dreams about attempting anything great or small for the gospel. And 
they will be sweet tears because we will remember how the patience of God did not 
forsake us in those days the way it could have at any moment, but instead little by  little, 



now and then, more and more His patience made us love Jesus Christ so much that we 
began to strive for the faith of the gospel.
- John Piper, sermon excerpt from, "Striving for the Faith of the Gospel," September 27, 1987.

"When We All Get to Heaven"
Lyrics by: Eliza E. Hewitt (1898) - Music by: Emily D. Wilson (1898)

1. Sing the wondrous love of Jesus; sing His mercy and His grace. 
In the mansions bright and blessed, He'll prepare for us a place. 

Refrain: 
When we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be! 
When we all see Jesus, we'll sing and shout the victory! 

2. While we walk the pilgrim pathway, clouds will overspread the sky; 
But when traveling days are over, not a shadow, not a sigh. (Repeat Refrain)

3. Let us then be true and faithful, trusting, serving every day; 
Just one glimpse of Him in glory will the toils of life repay. (Repeat Refrain) 

4. Onward to the prize before us! Soon His beauty we'll behold; 
Soon the pearly gates will open; we shall tread the streets of gold. (Repeat Refrain)
- This Hymn is Public Domain. To see sheet music, go to: http://www.hymnary.org/media/fetch/139895


