
REDEMPTION: FROM SLAVES TO HEIRS

I. Various Scriptures

! A. Ephesians 1:3-10 (ESV) tells about our redemption, won for us by Jesus: 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He 
predestined us for adoption to Himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of His will, 6 to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the Beloved (in 
Christ). 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of His grace, 8 which He lavished  upon us, (vs rationed sparingly!) in 
all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of His will, according to His purpose, 
which He set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Him, things 
in heaven and things on earth.

" B. The short definition of Redemption, means, "to buy back by paying a price in 
order to set someone or something free." And Redeeming, is the act of achieving 
Redemption. God made us. God rescued us. God set us free. Then God adopted us as 
His own. Psalm 111:9 says: "He has sent redemption to His people; He has ordained His 
covenant forever; Holy and awesome is His name." How did God achieve our redemption? 
By the sending His Son! Jesus is indeed, our Redeemer!

! C. The story is told of a little boy who built a beautiful little sailboat. It was 
handcrafted with excellence. He took it to the lake and it sailed wonderfully. But when a 
sudden wind-shift came along, it caught the sails, and took it out of the boys reach. 
Sadly he watched as his sailboat disappeared. Months later the boy was with his father 
and they passed by a store. In the window he looked up and there was his prized 
sailboat. He went inside and told the owner, "Sir, that's my boat!" The owner said, "No, 
it's my boat; I bought it! And if you want it, you'll have to buy it!" The boy and his father 
counted out all they had and purchased the sailboat. The boy exclaimed as they left the 
store, "Little sailboat, you're twice mine! I made you and now I've bought you back!" 
That's redemption!

! D. Picture a city where slavery was once practiced. On the steps of the 
courthouse, men & women were bought and sold. Picture then someone stepping forth 
to make a purchase off that slave block. He's richer than rich but pays eagerly. His goal 
isn't to enslave, it's to set free. But he seeks more than just emancipation, his heart's set 
on adoption. He enters the same courthouse, makes the one he's freed His child, even a 
full heir. You were that slave. God was the Emancipator. And the cost of your 
redemption? The precious blood of His only Son!

! E. 1 Peter 1:18-21 (NIV) is the actual account: 18 For you know that it was not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life 
handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb 
without blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed 
in these last times for your sake. 21 Through Him you believe in God, who raised Him from the 
dead and glorified Him, and so your faith and hope are in God.



" F. As we prepare to take the Bread & Cup together, I want you to be reminded of 
what you once were, who once owned you, and the horrible path of your life. But 
Someone intervened. Someone loved you beyond measure. Someone gave His Son to 
redeem you! He redeemed you from the penalty and power of sin; He redeemed you from 
the curse of the law which you sorely had broken; He redeemed you from eternal 
punishment and damnation. 

! ! 1) Colossians 1:13-14 (ESV) puts it this way: 13 He has delivered us from the 
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

! ! 2) Galatians 4:4-7 (ESV) resounds with even more clarity: 4 But when the 
fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And 
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.  
The Bread & Cup remind us...

* Pray and Officiate Communion...

* You may have come here today as a slave. But I pray you leave here as an heir! If you 
listen closely; if you shut out all the noise and hiss; if you open your heart up widely; I 
believe you'll hear Him saying, "I have called you by name and you are Mine!" So therefore, 
be His! Be His today! Be His forevermore!

* Close with a Song...

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

Ephesians 1:3-10 (ESV)
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly  places, 4  even as He chose us in Him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In 
love 5  He predestined us for adoption to Himself as sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of His will, 6 to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He 
has blessed us in the Beloved. 7  In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, 8 which He lavished 
upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9  making known to us the mystery of His will, 
according to His purpose, which He set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of 
time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and things on earth.

1 Peter 1:18-21 (NIV)
18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you 
were redeemed from the empty  way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 
19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20 He was 
chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your 



sake. 21 Through Him you believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and glorified 
Him, and so your faith and hope are in God.

Colossians 1:13-14 (ESV)
13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 
of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Galatians 4:4-7 (ESV)
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5  to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into 
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir through God.

Communion - Westminster Confession of Faith
Our Lord Jesus, in the night wherein He was betrayed, instituted the sacrament of His 
body and blood, called the Lord’s Supper, to be observed in His church, unto the end of 
the world, for the perpetual remembrance of the sacrifice of Himself in His death; the 
sealing of all benefits thereof unto true believers, their spiritual nourishment and growth 
in Him, their further engagement in and to all duties which they owe unto Him; and, to 
be a bond and pledge of their communion with Him, and with each other, as members of 
His mystical body.
- WCF, Paragraph I, Chapter Chapter XXIX.

Video Clips & Important Articles 

"Redeemed" - Big Daddy Weave
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VzGAYNKDyIU

Redemption - John MacArthur
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lHDfCjdTOQ

"There is A Redeemer" - Kathryn Scott
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yp1NAwRDp3Q

"Red Letters" - David Crowder
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1ohrZaZfTI

God's Story of Redemption - KnowingJesus888
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGxjhUz9Y9c

God's Story of Rescue - Crossroads Kids' Club
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDL3Eq5YWjA

Bonus Stuff 



Psalm 111:1-10 (NASB)
1 Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart, in the company of 
the upright and in the assembly. 2 Great are the works of the LORD; they  are studied by 
all who delight in them. 3 Splendid and majestic is His work, and His righteousness 
endures forever. 4 He has made His wonders to be remembered; The LORD is gracious 
and compassionate. 5 He has given food to those who fear Him; He will remember His 
covenant forever. 6 He has made known to His people the power of His works, in giving 
them the heritage of the nations. 7 The works of His hands are truth and justice; all His 
precepts are sure. 8 They are upheld forever and ever; they are performed in truth and 
uprightness. 9 He has sent redemption to His people; He has ordained His covenant 
forever; Holy and awesome is His name. 10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom; a good understanding have all those who do His commandments; His praise 
endures forever.

Galatians 3:13 (ESV)
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by  becoming a curse for us--for it is 
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree...”

Romans 3:21-26 (NIV)
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to 
which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in 
Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for 
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by His 
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a 
sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of His blood--to be received by faith. He 
did this to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance He had left the 
sins committed beforehand unpunished-- 26 He did it to demonstrate His righteousness 
at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in 
Jesus.

Hebrews 9:11-15 (NLT)
11 So Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good things that have come. 
He has entered that greater, more perfect Tabernacle in heaven, which was not made 
by human hands and is not part of this created world. 12 With His own blood--not the 
blood of goats and calve--He entered the Most Holy Place once for all time and secured 
our redemption forever. 13 Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the 
ashes of a heifer could cleanse people’s bodies from ceremonial impurity. 14 Just think 
how much more the blood of Christ will purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that 
we can worship  the living God. For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered 
Himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. 15 That is why  He is the one who 
mediates a new covenant between God and people, so that all who are called can 
receive the eternal inheritance God has promised them. For Christ died to set them free 
from the penalty of the sins they had committed under that first covenant.

Titus 2:11-14 (AMP)



11 For the [remarkable, undeserved] grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to 
all men. 12 It teaches us to reject ungodliness and worldly  (immoral) desires, and to live 
sensible, upright, and godly lives [lives with a purpose that reflect spiritual maturity] in 
this present age, 13 awaiting and confidently expecting the [fulfillment of our] blessed 
hope and the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who 
[willingly] gave Himself [to be crucified] on our behalf to redeem us and purchase our 
freedom from all wickedness, and to purify for Himself a chosen and very special people 
to be His own possession, who are enthusiastic for doing what is good.

Our Redemption
Was obtained for us, at the cross. - Heb. 9:12
Was sent to us, in the gospel. - Psalm 111:9
Is known by us, in the present. - 1 Cor. 1:30
Will be accomplished in us, in the future. - Rom. 8:23
- George W. Noble, from The Book of 750 Bible and Gospel Studies, 1909, Chicago, IL.

Quote by A.B. Simpson
“[The Gospel] tells rebellious men that God is reconciled, that justice is satisfied, that sin 
has been atoned for, that the judgment of the guilty  may be revoked, the condemnation 
of the sinner cancelled, the curse of the Law blotted out, the gates of hell closed, the 
portals of heaven opened wide, the power of sin subdued, the guilty conscience healed, 
the broken heart comforted, the sorrow and misery of the Fall undone."

Quote by A.W. Tozer
“If man had his way, the plan of redemption would be an endless and bloody conflict. In 
reality, salvation was bought not by Jesus' fist, but by His nail-pierced hands; not by 
muscle but by love; not by vengeance but by forgiveness; not by  force but by  sacrifice. 
Jesus Christ our Lord surrendered in order that He might win; He destroyed His 
enemies by dying for them and conquered death by allowing death to conquer Him.”

Quote by Charles Hodge
"A Christian is one who recognizes Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God, as 
God manifested in the flesh, loving us and dying for our redemption; and who is so 
affected by a sense of the love of this incarnate God as to be constrained to make the 
will of Christ the rule of his obedience, and the glory of Christ the great end for which He 
lives."

Quote by Jonathan Edwards
"The redeemed are dependent of God for all. All that we have--wisdom, the pardon of 
sin, deliverance, acceptance in God's favor, grace, holiness, true comfort and 
happiness, eternal life and glory--we have from God by a Mediator; and this Mediator is 
God. God not only gives us the Mediator, and accepts His mediation, and of His power 
and grace bestows the things purchased by the Mediator, but He is the Mediator. Our 
blessings are what we have by purchase; and the purchase is made of God; the 



blessings are purchased of Him; and not only so, but God is the purchaser. Yes, God is 
both the purchaser and the price; for Christ, who is God, purchased these blessings by 
offering Himself as the price of our salvation." 
- Jonathan Edwards, Closer Walk, July, 1988, p. 15.

Marred Hands Settled the Issue
By Leslie B. Flynn

An orphaned boy was living with his grandmother when their house caught fire. The 
grandmother, trying to get upstairs to rescue the boy, perished in the flames. The boy’s 
cries for help were finally answered by a man who climbed an iron drainpipe and came 
back down with the boy hanging tightly to his neck.

Several weeks later, a public hearing was held to determine who would receive custody 
of the child. A farmer, a teacher, and the town’s wealthiest citizen all gave the reasons 
they felt they should be chosen to give the boy a home. But as they talked, the lad’s 
eyes remained focused on the floor. Then a stranger walked to the front and slowly took 
his hands from his pockets, revealing severe scars on them. As the crowd gasped, the 
boy cried out in recognition. This was the man who had saved his life. His hands had 
been burned when he climbed the hot pipe. 

With a leap  the boy threw his arms around the man’s neck and held on for dear life. The 
other men silently  walked away, leaving the boy and his rescuer alone. Those marred 
hands had settled the issue.


