
GENUINE FAITH THE COLOR OF SCARLET

I. Various Scriptures

! A. Hebrews 11:1-3 (ESV) says: 1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By 
faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was 
not made out of things that are visible. Hebrews 11:6 (ESV) adds: 6 And without faith it is 
impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that He exists and 
that He rewards those who seek Him.  Romans 10:17 (ESV) says: 17 So faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

" B. Perhaps the notion of Faith in our generation has become the most 
misconstrued, distorted, and abused theological term from God's Word. The butchery 
includes what it is, where it came from, and how it should be exercised...
 
! ! 1) Faith is not some random power source running through the universe 
that can be tapped into to make your wildest dreams come true... 

! ! 2) Faith has nothing to do with naming or claiming things & stuff...

! ! 3) Faith has substance. It causes us to do things and not do things...

! ! 4) Faith must have an object and that is Almighty God--and not me! me! me!

! ! 5) Faith is not conjured up from within, it is a gift from God above...

! C. Hebrews 11 is often called The Hall of Faith. It lists many saints of old who had 
faith in Almighty God. Their faith had substance. Their faith was genuine to the core. 
Their faith far eclipsed mere mental assent; it was real and they not only had it, they lived 
it! Faith in their hearts prompted their hands and feet to action and their mouths to 
declaration. Their faith birthed a resolve that makes their stories renowned. Some of 
them were blessed with miracles. Others martyrdom. These are true heroes and yet the 
real hero is the Author of their faith, our great & mighty God.

! D. One person mentioned in The Hall of Faith was a prostitute. Her name was 
Rahab. Her story is found in Joshua 2 and it's a Hall of Faith classic. She was not only a 
prostitute, she was a pagan, not an Israelite, not one of God's chosen. And yet God 
chose her! Rahab practiced her trade in Jericho, the fortress-city whose walls would 
soon fall. When Joshua sent in spies, Rahab chose to hide them rather than rat them out. 
Why? Because she believed in Yahweh God. So what did Rahab's faith look like?

! E. Rahab could've betrayed the spies but didn't. That was faith. Instead she hid 
them. That was faith. She helped them escape and told them exactly where to hide. That 
too was faith. Rahab's profession of faith is Joshua 2:8-14 (ESV): 8 Before the men lay 
down, she came up to them on the roof 9 and said to the men, “I know that the LORD has given 
you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land 
melt away before you. 10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea 
before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who 



were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction. 11 And as soon as 
we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the 
LORD your God, He is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. 12 Now then, 
please swear to me by the LORD that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly 
with my father's house, and give me a sure sign 13 that you will save alive my father and 
mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.” 
14 And the men said to her, “Our life for yours even to death! If you do not tell this business of 
ours, then when the LORD gives us the land we will deal kindly and faithfully with you.” (Yahweh 
God was the object of Rahab's faith and her chief concern was for her family and for 
Israel's men of God. That truly is faith!)

! F. Rahab's sure sign was a scarlet rope draped from her house built on Jericho's 
wall. That same scarlet rope helped the spies escape. The scarlet red blood of Jesus 
Christ, shed on the cross, is what's set us free from sin & death, granting us eternal life. 
How do we access this great salvation? By faith. By faith that has substance. By faith 
that has as its object, God. By faith, not conjured up from within but faith which is a gift 
from God above. The Scriptures tell it best:

! ! 1) Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV) says: 8 For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast. 

! ! 2) Romans 5:1-2 (ESV) echoes: 1 Therefore, since we have been justified by 
faith, (Justified: just-as-if-I'd never sinned; just-as-if-I'd always obeyed...) we have peace 
(Shalom! Friendship not enmity!) with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through Him we 
have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God. Hear it in the NLT: 1 Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight 
by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 
2 Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege (Grace) 
where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory.

" G. So many people tell this preacher how they think they're saved. Most believe if 
their good deeds outweigh their bad deeds, God will be obligated to take them to heaven 
when they die. They tell me what they think. But I tell you what God says. That we are 
saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone for the glory of God alone! And 
this faith is a gift. And if you're hearing this then I believe our Lord is offering that gift to 
you. Act on it! Act on it today! Let Romans 10:9-10 (NIV) become your possession: 9 If you 
declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is 
with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.

" H. So what happened to Rahab after the walls of Jericho fell? The red rope saved 
her and her family. She married an Israelite named Salmon. They gave birth to Boaz who 
married a gal named Ruth. Boaz & Ruth gave birth to a son named Obed. Obed & wife 
gave birth to Jesse. Jesse was the father of David, Israel's great king. Descendants of 
David included a couple named Joseph & Mary who gave birth to a Son in Bethlehem and 
laid Him in a manger. And His name was Jesus Christ the Lord, the Savior of world. And I 
pray He is your Savior too!  (Close with a Song...)



Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

Hebrews 11:1-3 (ESV)
1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For 
by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that the 
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of 
things that are visible.

Hebrews 11:6 (ESV)
6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to God 
must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who seek Him.

Romans 10:17 (ESV)
17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

Joshua 2:8-14 (ESV)
8 Before the men lay down, she came up  to them on the roof 9 and said to the men, “I 
know that the LORD has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, 
and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you. 10 For we have heard how 
the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, 
and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to 
Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction. 11 And as soon as we heard it, our 
hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the LORD 
your God, He is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. 12 Now then, 
please swear to me by  the LORD that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal 
kindly  with my father's house, and give me a sure sign 13  that you will save alive my 
father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our 
lives from death.” 14 And the men said to her, “Our life for yours even to death! If you do 
not tell this business of ours, then when the LORD gives us the land we will deal kindly 
and faithfully with you.”

Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV)
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Romans 5:1-2 (ESV)
1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through Him we have also obtained access by  faith into this grace 
in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Romans 5:1-2 (NLT)
1 Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with 
God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our faith, 
Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and 
we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory. 



Romans 10:9-10 (NIV)
9  If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe 
and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.

Video Clips & Important Articles 

What is Faith? - John Piper
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uzFTz6EAwMc

What is True Saving Faith - Dr. Wayne Grudem
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWXLykfpNJE

Authentic vs Phony Faith - John Piper (Audio & Script)
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/authentic-vs-phony-faith

The Charles Blondin Wheelbarrow Story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEHv1Rcn9YQ

"Your Will Be Done" Powerful Not Pathetic - Stephen Liggins
https://matthiasmedia.com.au/blogs/news/your-will-be-done-powerful-not-pathetic

A #2020 Confession (Prayer for Forgiveness) - J.L. Roan
https://mollymontanablog.wordpress.com/2020/08/12/a-2020-confession/

Bonus Stuff 

Romans 3:21-28 (NIV)
21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which 
the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness from God comes through faith 
in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory  of God, 24 and are justified freely by His grace through the redemption 
that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Him as a sacrifice of atonement, through 
faith in His blood. He did this to demonstrate His justice, because in His forbearance He 
had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- 26 He did it to demonstrate His 
justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have 
faith in Jesus. 27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of 
observing the law? No, but on that of faith. 28 For we maintain that a man is justified by 
faith apart from observing the law.

Romans 4:1-4 (NIV)
1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? 2 If, in 
fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about--but not before 
God. 3 What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to 
him as righteousness." 4 Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as 



a gift, but as an obligation. 5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God 
who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.

James 2:14-26 (NIV)
14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can 
such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 
If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does 
nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it 
is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have 
deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 19 
You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder. 
20 You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was 
not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son 
Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and 
his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, 
"Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was 
called God's friend. 24 You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by 
faith alone. 25 In the same way, was not even Rahab  the prostitute considered 
righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a 
different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is 
dead.

James 2:21-23 (AMPC)
21 Was not our forefather Abraham [shown to be] justified (made acceptable to God) by 
[his] works when he brought to the altar as an offering his [own] son Isaac? 22 You see 
that [his] faith was cooperating with his works, and [his] faith was completed and 
reached its supreme expression [when he implemented it] by [good] works. 23 And [so] 
the Scripture was fulfilled that says, Abraham believed in (adhered to, trusted in, and 
relied on) God, and this was accounted to him as righteousness (as conformity to God's 
will in thought and deed), and he was called God's friend.

Hebrews 31 (ESV)
31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 
because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.

James 2:25 (NIV)
25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what 
she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction?

Quote by Charles Spurgeon
"Faith and works are bound up in the same bundle. He that obeys God trusts God; and 
he that trusts God obeys God. He that is without faith is without works; and he that is 
without works is without faith."

Quote by Martin Luther



“Faith is a living and unshakable confidence. A belief in God so assured that a man 
would die a thousand deaths for its sake.”

Quote by R.C. Sproul
"The issue of faith is not so much whether we believe in God, but whether we believe 
the God we believe in."

Quote by Oswald Chambers
"Faith never knows where it is being led, but it loves and knows the One who is 
leading."

Quote by Corrie ten Boom
"Faith is like radar that sees through the fog-the reality of things at a distance that the 
human eye cannot see."

Quote by John Newton
"Faith upholds a Christian under all trials, by assuring him that every painful 
dispensation is under the direction of his Lord; that chastisements are a token of His 
love; that the season, measure, and continuance of his sufferings, are appointed by 
Infinite Wisdom, and designed to work for his everlasting good; and that grace and 
strength shall be afforded him, according to his need."

What is True Faith?
TableTalk Devotional - Ligonier Ministries
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/what-is-true-faith/

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by 
it the people of old received their commendation. By faith we understand that the 
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of 
things that are visible.” - Hebrews 11:1–3 

We return today to our study of the biblical doctrines outlined in the Heidelberg 
Catechism. Having told us in question and answer 20 that salvation is granted only to 
those who trust in Christ (John 3:36), the catechism looks at what it means to rest in 
Jesus alone (Q&A 21). Understanding the nature of true faith is essential if we are to 
know whether or not we belong to the Savior.

The catechism looks to Hebrews 11:1–3 to define faith, though the author of Hebrews 
gives less a formal definition of faith than a description of what it does. First, faith is an 
assurance of the future (v. 1). It gives an objective reality  to what we know is coming, 
enabling us to live now as if we already possess the fullness of our inheritance in Christ. 
We do not yet fully experience all the blessings of the gospel; for example, we do not 
yet enjoy freedom from sin’s presence and the possession of our glorified bodies. Our 
faith, however, gives a present, objective weight to this future reality, enabling us to 
stand firm and obey God in the face of trial because we know all His promises will be 
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accomplished. A.W. Pink writes, “Faith gives the object hoped for at a future period, a 
present reality and power in the soul, as if already possessed; for the believer is 
satisfied with the security afforded, and acts under the full persuasion that God will not 
fail of His engagement.”

Because faith is tied to future realities, it is tied to things not directly accessible to the 
five senses (Heb. 11:1, 3). It is “the conviction of things not seen.” Faith is not exercised 
in what we can see, hear, feel, touch, or taste but in what our senses do not presently 
experience. But let us be clear that this does not make faith a blind leap  into the dark or 
something we exercise without any consideration of evidences. After all, Hebrews 11 
moves on in verses 4–40 to refer to God’s work in history to illustrate true faith. Faith is 
not believing in things for which there is no evidence, such as pink unicorns, 
leprechauns, mythological gods and heroes, and so forth. Believing in such things is not 
faith but wishful thinking at best. Christian faith, on the other hand, is believing in things 
for which there is evidence. The testimony of history (Luke 1:1–4), the evidence of God 
and His handiwork in nature (Rom. 1:18–32), and more give us reason to believe the 
Lord’s promises.

Coram Deo

First Corinthians 13:12 indicates that faith is a virtue that will one day pass away. In 
glory we will see God face to face and will no longer need to hope in what is presently 
unseen. Until then, however, we are called to stake our very  lives on the promises of 
God. We must affirm the truth of His Word, not because of an irrational trust or wishful 
thinking but because He has kept His promises in the past and will certainly do so in 
the future.

Passages for Further Study
Psalm 42:11
Habakkuk 2:3–4
2 Corinthians 5:7
1 Peter 1:3–9

Faith & Works
By Martin Luther

The question is asked: how can justification take place without the works of the law, 
even though James says: "Faith without works is dead"? In answer, the apostle 
distinguishes between the law and faith, the letter and grace. The 'works of the law' are 
works done without faith and grace, by the law, which forces them to be done through 
fear or the enticing promise of temporal advantages. But 'works of faith' are those done 
in the spirit of liberty, purely out of love to God. And they can be done only  by those who 
are justified by faith. An ape can cleverly imitate the actions of humans. But he is not 
therefore a human. If he became a human, it would undoubtedly be not by virtue of the 
works by  which he imitated man but by virtue of something else; namely, by an act of 
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God. Then, having been made a human, he would perform the works of humans in 
proper fashion. Paul does not say that faith is without its characteristic works, but that it 
justifies without the works of the law. Therefore justification does not require the works 
of the law; but it does require a living faith, which performs its works.

Does James 2:24 Deny Justification by Faith Alone?
By R.C. Sproul, October 31, 2015
http://www.ligonier.org/blog/faith-and-works/

This question is not critical only  today, but it was in the eye of the storm we call the 
Protestant Reformation that swept through and divided the Christian church in the 
sixteenth century. Martin Luther declared his position: Justification is by faith alone, our 
works add nothing to our justification whatsoever, and we have no merit to offer God 
that in any way enhances our justification. This created the worst schism in the history 
of Christendom.

In refusing to accept Luther’s view, the Roman Catholic Church excommunicated him, 
then responded to the outbreak of the Protestant movement with a major church 
council, the Council of Trent, which was part of the so-called Counter-Reformation and 
took place in the middle of the sixteenth century. The sixth session of Trent, at which the 
canons and decrees on justification and faith were spelled out, specifically appealed to 
James 2:24 to rebuke the Protestants who said that they were justified by  faith alone: 
“You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.” How could 
James say  it any more clearly? It would seem that that text would blow Luther out of the 
water forever.

Of course, Martin Luther was very much aware that this verse was in the book of 
James. Luther was reading Romans, where Paul makes it very clear that it’s not through 
the works of the law that any man is justified and that we are justified by faith and only 
through faith. What do we have here? Some scholars say we have an irreconcilable 
conflict between Paul and James, that James was written after Paul, and James tried to 
correct Paul. Others say that Paul wrote Romans after James and he was trying to 
correct James.

I’m convinced that we don’t really  have a conflict here. What James is saying is this: If a 
person says he has faith, but he gives no outward evidence of that faith through 
righteous works, his faith will not justify him. Martin Luther, John Calvin, or John Knox 
would absolutely agree with James. We are not saved by a profession of faith or by a 
claim to faith. That faith has to be genuine before the merit of Christ will be imputed to 
anybody. You can’t just say you have faith. True faith will absolutely and necessarily 
yield the fruits of obedience and the works of righteousness. Luther was saying that 
those works don’t add to that person’s justification at the judgment seat of God. But they 
do justify his claim to faith before the eyes of man. James is saying, not that a man is 
justified before God by his works, but that his claim to faith is shown to be genuine as 
he demonstrates the evidence of that claim of faith through his works.
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