
WITH GRATITUDE AND SWEET REMEMBRANCES, WE PRESS ON

I. 2 Corinthians 4:7-10  1 Timothy 3:14-16  John 3:16  2 Corinthians 4:16-18

! A. 2 Corinthians 4:7-10 (ESV) says: 7 But we have this treasure (What Treasure? The 
glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ!) in jars of clay, (Weak earthen vessels like us.) to show 
that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but 
not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 
also be manifested in our bodies. 
!
! B. 33 years ago today, Millersport Covenant Church began. When I think of these 
past 33 years, I can't help but relate to Paul's words we just read: "We've been afflicted in 
every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed..." There've been absolutely amazing times as 
a Church Family. We've also endured some very trying seasons. But here we are! Seeing 
Dear Ones pass on to Heaven has been tough but those losses have not occurred 
without sure and certain Hope of reunion. We've gone from tripping over children to 
seeing lots of silver hair, canes, and walkers but we love the old and young alike. What's 
been totally consistent, through thick & thin, is God's steadfast love and faithfulness!

! C. We started out meeting in our living room and did so for nearly 2 years. We 
then met for 11 years in the flood-prone basement of the Old Methodist Church. Then we 
met 13 years at Millersport Elementary (in various places). Interspersed were gatherings 
at Dillon State Park, Hometown Hotdogs, baptisms on Buckeye Lake, etc. And then the 
past 7 years we've met here--both inside and now outside. Did I mention the one 
constant--God's steadfast love and faithfulness?!

! D. There's a reason I like to call this wonderful building behind me The Chapel 
instead of the Church. It's because you all sitting out there in your cars are the Church! 
This Chapel behind me is made with brick and mortar but you all are precious Living 
Stones--Living Stones built upon the Chief Cornerstone--Jesus Christ, the Rock of our 
Salvation! Jesus' ultimate mission was one of adoption, to make us a part of God's 
beloved Family with all its inherent privileges. And so He has!

! E. 1 Timothy 3:14-16 (NLT) will resonate: 14 I am writing these things to you now, even 
though I hope to be with you soon, 15 so that if I am delayed, you will know how people must 
conduct themselves in the household of God (Gk. Oikos, God's beloved Family). This is the 
church of the living God, which is the pillar and foundation of the truth. (OV: pillar and buttress 
of the truth; pillar and bulwark of the truth; pillar and ground of truth. The Church is 
Jesus' doing. His possession. Do you view it as important as He does?) (Next a poetic 
summation of Christ's incarnation and successful mission:) 16 Without question, this is the 
great mystery of our faith: Christ was revealed in a human body and vindicated by the Spirit. He 
was seen by angels and announced to the nations. He was believed in throughout the world and 
taken to heaven in glory. 

! ! 1) 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 says: "Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures. He was buried. On the third day He rose from the dead, according to the 
Scriptures..." 



! ! 2) The Apostles' Creed echoes: "He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, He was crucified, dead and buried... On the third 
day He rose from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead!" 

" F. So shuck us down to the cob, what are we about? What's our purpose? Our 
M.O.? The Great Commandment and the Great Commission are near and dear to us. Our 
vision is still to be a people who love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, 
and mind, and our neighbors as ourselves. Our mission remains to preach the Gospel to 
every creature, going forth and making disciples, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit; teaching them to obey what Jesus taught His disciples 
who in turn laid it out for us in His Word. And we endeavor to do all this by His grace--for 
the upmost glory of our Lord!

! G. Let's revisit a very familiar passage: John 3:16 says, "For God so loved the 
world (For God so loved you!) that He gave His one and only Son, that whosoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life!" The Bread & Cup remind us...

! H. The cross was a cruel and shameful place to die. The Scripture says "Cursed is 
everyone who hangs on a tree." (Xulon) And yet Jesus became a curse for us, absorbed 
the wrath of God we deserved, paid the penalty for our sin, and has imputed to us His 
righteous record by faith. With this Bread & Cup we affirm: "It is our sin for His 
righteousness!"

! I. And likewise we believe as the Apostles' Creed calls it, the Communion of 
Saints, that deep, sweet, and abiding fellowship (Koinonia) between members of God's 
adopted Family. And yes, the Bread & Cup remind us of this as well...

* Pray and Officiate Communion...

* 5 years ago in a sermon titled, "We Are His Workmanship," I said this to you: "When it 
comes to what God wants us to become, we only need to trust Him; yield to Him as the 
Master Builder, as the Renowned Artist, Craftsman & Sculptor, the Prophetic and Poetic 
Author who continues to write our story. He's the Architect who holds our blueprints. He 
is the Potter and we are but the clay. He never leaves a project unfinished. How many of 
you believe He's not done with us yet?"

* So flip back to 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (ESV) which will send us pressing on as God's 
Beloved Family: 16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner 
self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but 
to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient (temporary, fleeting), 
but the things that are unseen are eternal.

* Close with "Bind Us Together."

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff



2 Corinthians 4:7-10 (ESV)
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to 
God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
driven to despair; 9  persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 
10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 
manifested in our bodies. 

1 Timothy 3:14-16 (NLT)
14 I am writing these things to you now, even though I hope to be with you soon, 15 so 
that if I am delayed, you will know how people must conduct themselves in the 
household of God. This is the church of the living God, which is the pillar and foundation 
of the truth. 16  Without question, this is the great mystery of our faith: Christ was 
revealed in a human body and vindicated by the Spirit. He was seen by angels and 
announced to the nations. He was believed in throughout the world and taken to heaven 
in glory.

John 3:16 (AMP)
16 “For God so [greatly] loved and dearly  prized the world, that He [even] gave His [One 
and] only begotten Son, so that whoever believes and trusts in Him [as Savior] shall not 
perish, but have eternal life.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (ESV)
16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is 
being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are 
seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but 
the things that are unseen are eternal.

Video Clips & Important Articles 

"Creed" - Rich Mullins and Mitch McVicker (Live Acoustic Version, 1997)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVTop7pzqcM

The Apostles' Creed - R.C. Sproul (Whole Teaching Series)
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/series/apostles-creed/

What are the Essential Ingredients of a True Church? - R.C. Sproul and Derek Thomas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cMpvrYorG8

"For All That You Have Done" (by Rend Collective) - Phil Davis Version
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fP0mhtI2wLo

Bonus Stuff 



1 Corinthians 15:1-4 (NIV)
1 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which 
you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, 
if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that He was buried, that He was raised on the third 
day according to the Scriptures...

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT)
21 God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God.

Galatians 3:13 (NLT)
13 But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. When He was 
hung on the cross, He took upon Himself the curse for our wrongdoing. For it is written 
in the Scriptures, “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”

Ephesians 1:3-8 (NLT)
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly  realms because we are united with Christ. 4 Even 
before He made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without 
fault in His eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into His own family by bringing 
us to Himself through Jesus Christ. This is what He wanted to do, and it gave Him great 
pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the glorious grace He has poured out on us who 
belong to His dear Son. 7 He is so rich in kindness and grace that He purchased our 
freedom with the blood of His Son and forgave our sins. 8  He has showered His 
kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding.

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 (ESV)
16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If 
anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you 
are that temple.

Ephesians 2:19-22 (ESV)
19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, 21  in whom the whole 
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In Him you also 
are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

1 Peter 2:4-5 (ESV)
4 As you come to Him, a living Stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen 
and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up  as a spiritual house, 
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.



The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by  the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from 
thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Quote by Charles Swindoll
“'They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to prayer.' (Acts 2:42) In this one verse we have the lowest 
common denominator of a church. This is ground zero. It would help greatly if God’s 
people reminded themselves of this single verse of scripture every day. When the first 
body of believers gathered together, they devoted themselves to four essentials. Did 
you notice them? Hear are the four essentials: teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, 
and prayer. This verse is not only  descriptive of what the early  church did; it is 
prescriptive of what the church must do.” 
- Charles Swindoll, The Church Awakening, FaithWords, p.p. 14-15.

Quote by Edwin Gray Hurley
“What makes a church perfect is imperfect people like you and me caring enough about 
God and each other, and bringing enough of our real, broken, imperfect lives to the Lord 
who can take them and make us new. Jesus Christ, who turned water into wine, can 
turn imperfect people like you and me into new people. He can create the perfect, or the 
real, church.”  
- Edwin Gray Hurley, from, "The Perfect Church," Wednesday, January 01, 2003.

Quote by Jeff Lucas
"We are now part of the grace-family  called the people of God, and what a beautiful 
family it is. Together we cry, laugh, share burdens, worship, grieve, pray, eat, and serve. 
And this community  is no austere, formal bunch. We're famous for our parties--or at 
least we should be."  
- Jeff Lucas, Creating a Prodigal Friendly Church, p. 92.

Quote by D.A. Carson
"What binds us together is not common education, common race, common income 
levels, common politics, common nationality, common accents, common jobs, or 
anything else of that sort. Christians come together because they have all been loved 
by Jesus Himself. They are a band of natural enemies who love one another for Jesus' 
sake."



Quote by John Piper
“Minimizing the importance of transformed feelings makes Christian conversion less 
supernatural and less radical. It is humanly manageable to make decisions of the will for 
Christ. No supernatural power is required to pray prayers, sign cards, walk aisles, or 
even stop  sleeping around. Those are good. They just don’t prove that anything spiritual 
has happened. Christian conversion, on the other hand, is a supernatural, radical thing. 
The heart is changed. And the evidence of it is not just new decisions, but new 
affections, new feelings.”

"For All That You Have Done"
By Rend Collective

Verse 1:
Your grace will never be forgot,
Your mercy all my life,
Will be my soul's forever song,
My story and my light.

Verse 2:
From mountaintop to valley low,
Through laughter and through tears,
Surely the goodness of my God,
Will follow all the years.

Chorus:
For all that You have done, for us,
For every battle won,
We'll raise a song to bless Your heart,
For all that You have done.

Verse 3:
In all our failures and regrets,
You've always led us home,
Redemption's arm has raised us up,
Our triumph in the storm.

Verse 4:
In unity we'll stand as one,
As family we'll go,
Shoulder to shoulder, hand in hand,
Into the great unknown.


