
WHEN DARKNESS FALLS, SHINE!

I. Acts 7:54-60 & Acts 8:1-4

! A. Most of us have never gone through anything quite like this global pandemic. 
We heard our parents and grandparents talk about the Great Depression or WW II just as 
their parents talked about the Great War or the deadly Spanish Flu, all of which killed 
millions and millions worldwide. We have not seen "normal" turned into "abnormal" like 
we have these past few months. 

! B. Three weeks ago I said this: "All calamities and natural disasters and horrible 
atrocities are mini cataclysms forewarning of the final judgment to come." Many have 
said the same. These God-ordained events are previews, "movie trailers" for the coming 
epic event called the great and terrible Day of the Lord. But when these previews come, 
we as the people of God are not called to cower in fear but to reach out to others with 
Good News--with sincerity, patience, mercy and love.

! C. When the Church, the body of Christ, was still in its infancy, alive and well and 
growing in Jerusalem, one terrible event became a spark that lit a gospel wildfire. 
Stephen, a man of God first appointed with six others to manage the distribution of food 
to poor widows, was arrested for preaching about Jesus as the Messiah. He gave one of 
the most incredible sermons ever recorded. But unlike Peter's famous sermon on 
Pentecost, Stephen's audience wasn't cut to the quick. Filled with seething rage, they 
picked up stones and let them fly. (We pick up there...)

! D. Acts 7:54-60 (ESV) is all about the stoning of Stephen: 54 Now when they heard 
these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy 
Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed 
together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid 
down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. (Saul who'd later become the 
Apostle Paul!) 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. (Stephen is dead!)

! E. Acts 8:1-8 (ESV) tells us what happens next: 1 And Saul approved of his execution. 
And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were 
all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men 
buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and 
entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. 
(Can anything good possibly come out of this?!) 4 Now those who were scattered went 
about preaching the word. (The rest of the chapter chronicles the wildfire...)

" F. Despite believers being scattered and separated, losing everything--their homes 
and livelihoods, the Good News about Jesus was not extinguished or drowned out or 
halted or curtailed by this horrible event! The murder of this man of God and persecution 
that followed only chased the Good News out of Jerusalem, throughout Judea, Samaria, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth--even to the soil of your very hearts!



! G. We have two retired history teachers in our church family. Given the chance, I 
imagine they both could walk us, epoch by epoch, all the way from Mesopotamia through 
Africa, Europe, Asia, and the Americas, empire after empire, recounting for us wars, 
plagues, calamities, genocides, and all the horrific episodes of death suffered by 
mankind. Their overall analysis would chronicle the darkest of the dark, all the agonies 
that began when the First Family was exiled from Eden. But darkness and death would 
not, and will not, win the day!

! H. Here's the Good News: In the midst of horrors of this hell-bound world, there 
was sent a Savior to pierce the darkness, His name is Jesus! Just as Isaiah foretold, 
Matthew 4:16 affirms: "The people who live in darkness have seen a great Light, and for those 
living in the land of the shadow of death, a Light has dawned." John 1:4-5 echoes: "In Him 
(Jesus) was life, and the life was the Light of men. The Light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it." And Jesus says of Himself in John 8:12: “I am the Light of the 
world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.” (I pray the 
Light of Life, Jesus our Lord, has dawned upon you and is shining ever so brightly!)

! I. Back to the coming Day of the Lord: To all within earshot, I've said it many 
times; either your judgment has already taken place when Jesus absorbed it on the 
cross; or you will one Day face it at the Great White Throne. Therefore, the time to repent 
and believe is now. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 6:1-2: "As God’s partners, we beg you not to 
accept this marvelous gift of God’s kindness and then ignore it. (Don't you ignore it either!) 
For God says, (Isaiah 49:8) “At just the right time, I heard you. On the day of salvation, I helped 
you.” Indeed, the “right time” is now. Today is the day of salvation."

" J. Following His triumph over death, before He ascended to the throne, Jesus 
gave us the mandate to preach, teach, make disciples, and baptize them. For two 
thousand years and counting, God's true church, His good and faithful servants, have 
shown up in the midst of calamities to love those suffering, shine Christ's light upon 
them, and lead them to salvation. I must therefore ask: Are you among them now? The 
Saints of Old have laid down their mantles; will you oh Saints of Now pick them up? Will 
you become instruments of Christ, His vessels and voices of mercy and grace, His 
heralds of Good News? Will you do so whether your listeners fall to their knees or pick 
up stones? Eternal destinies truly are at stake! In The Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 
5:14-16, Jesus said this about you: "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot 
be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 
to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven."

* Closing Song...

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff

Acts 7:54-60 (ESV)
54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at 
him. 55 But he, full of the Holy  Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens 



opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they  cried out 
with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast 
him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep.

Acts 8:1-4 (ESV)
1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution 
against the church in Jerusalem, and they  were all scattered throughout the regions of 
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great 
lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after 
house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. 4 Now those 
who were scattered went about preaching the word. 

Matthew 4:16 (CSB)
16 The people who live in darkness have seen a great Light, and for those living in the 
land of the shadow of death, a Light has dawned.

John 1:4-5 (ESV)
4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. 5 The Light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.

John 8:12 (NASB)
12 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows 
Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.”

2 Corinthians 6:1-2 (NLT)
1 As God’s partners, we beg you not to accept this marvelous gift of God’s kindness and 
then ignore it. 2  For God says, “At just the right time, I heard you. On the day of 
salvation, I helped you.” Indeed, the “right time” is now. Today is the day of salvation.

Matthew 5:14-16 (ESV)
14 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Video Clips & Important Articles 

"I Saw The Light" - David Crowder Band
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQCk71sYxPs

"My Lighthouse" by Rend Collective Experiment



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fiE5J_wwmY

"This Little Light of Mine" - Billy Graham, George Beverly Shea, & Cliff Barrows
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSvQzMpe5Q0

"Let Us Go into the House of the LORD."
 Tim & Judy Meeks' Grandchildren with Their Mom & Dad
https://youtu.be/Ec1pB62fTvE

Bonus Stuff 

Psalm 27:1 (ESV)
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

Psalm 18:28 (NASB)
28 For You light my lamp; The LORD my God illumines my darkness. 

Isaiah 9:1-2 (NLT)
1 Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on forever. The land of 
Zebulun and Naphtali will be humbled, but there will be a time in the future when Galilee 
of the Gentiles, which lies along the road that runs between the Jordan and the sea, will 
be filled with glory. 2 The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. For those 
who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine.

Isaiah 60:1-3 (ESV)
1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory  of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the 
LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3 And nations shall come 
to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.

John 3:19-21 (ESV)
19 And this is the judgment: the Light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the Light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who 
does wicked things hates the Light and does not come to the Light, lest his works 
should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the Light, so that it may 
be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.

John 12:31-36 (NASB)
31 "Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 32 And 
I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” 33 But He was saying this 
to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die. 34 The crowd then answered Him, 
“We have heard out of the Law that the Christ is to remain forever; and how can You 
say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this Son of Man?” 35 So Jesus said to 
them, “For a little while longer the Light is among you. Walk while you have the Light, so 
that darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where 

https://youtu.be/Ec1pB62fTvE
https://youtu.be/Ec1pB62fTvE


he goes. 36 While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become 
sons of Light.” These things Jesus spoke, and He went away and hid Himself from 
them.

Ephesians 5:6-14 (ESV)
6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of 
God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become partners with 
them; 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light 9  (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 
10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works 
of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things 
that they  do in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by  the light, it becomes visible, 
14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

1 Peter 2:9-10 (NIV)
9  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness 
into His wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of 
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

1 John 1:5-10 (NLT)
5 This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and 
there is no darkness in Him at all. 6 So we are lying if we say we have fellowship  with 
God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth. 7 But if we are 
living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship  with each other, and the 
blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we claim we have no sin, we are 
only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9 But if we confess our sins to Him, He 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 10 If we 
claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that His word has no 
place in our hearts.

Revelation 21:22-25 (ESV)
22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. 23 And the city  has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings 
of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day--and 
there will be no night there.

Acts 6:1-7 (NLT)
1 But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of discontent. The Greek-
speaking believers complained about the Hebrew-speaking believers, saying that their 
widows were being discriminated against in the daily distribution of food. 2  So the 
Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They said, “We apostles should spend our 
time teaching the word of God, not running a food program. 3 And so, brothers, select 
seven men who are well respected and are full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will give 



them this responsibility. 4 Then we apostles can spend our time in prayer and teaching 
the word.” 5 Everyone liked this idea, and they chose the following: Stephen (a man full 
of faith and the Holy Spirit), Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas of 
Antioch (an earlier convert to the Jewish faith). 6 These seven were presented to the 
apostles, who prayed for them as they laid their hands on them. 7 So God’s message 
continued to spread. The number of believers greatly increased in Jerusalem, and many 
of the Jewish priests were converted, too.

Acts 7:1-60 (ESV) (Stephen's Whole Sermon)
1 And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2 And Stephen said: “Brothers and 
fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in 
Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘Go out from your land and 
from your kindred and go into the land that I will show you.’ 4 Then he went out from the 
land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him 
from there into this land in which you are now living. 5 Yet He gave him no inheritance in 
it, not even a foot's length, but promised to give it to him as a possession and to his 
offspring after him, though he had no child. 6 And God spoke to this effect--that his 
offspring would be sojourners in a land belonging to others, who would enslave them 
and afflict them four hundred years. 7  ‘But I will judge the nation that they serve,’ said 
God, ‘and after that they shall come out and worship Me in this place.’ 8 And He gave 
him the covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac, and 
circumcised him on the eighth day, and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob  of 
the twelve patriarchs. 9 “And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but 
God was with him 10 and rescued him out of all his afflictions and gave him favor and 
wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and over all his 
household. 11 Now there came a famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, and great 
affliction, and our fathers could find no food. 12 But when Jacob heard that there was 
grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers on their first visit. 13 And on the second visit 
Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph's family  became known to 
Pharaoh. 14  And Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his father and all his kindred, 
seventy-five persons in all. 15 And Jacob went down into Egypt, and he died, he and 
our fathers, 16  and they  were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that 
Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem. 17 “But as 
the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the people 
increased and multiplied in Egypt 18 until there arose over Egypt another king who did 
not know Joseph. 19 He dealt shrewdly with our race and forced our fathers to expose 
their infants, so that they  would not be kept alive. 20 At this time Moses was born; and 
he was beautiful in God's sight. And he was brought up  for three months in his father's 
house, 21 and when he was exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and brought 
him up as her own son. 22  And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and he was mighty  in his words and deeds. 23 “When he was forty  years old, 
it came into his heart to visit his brothers, the children of Israel. 24 And seeing one of 
them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and avenged him by striking 
down the Egyptian. 25 He supposed that his brothers would understand that God was 
giving them salvation by  his hand, but they did not understand. 26 And on the following 
day he appeared to them as they were quarreling and tried to reconcile them, saying, 



‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you wrong each other?’ 27  But the man who was 
wronging his neighbor thrust him aside, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over 
us? 28 Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’ 29 At this retort 
Moses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian, where he became the father of 
two sons. 30  “Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the 
wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he was 
amazed at the sight, and as he drew near to look, there came the voice of the Lord: 32 ‘I 
am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.’ And Moses 
trembled and did not dare to look. 33 Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandals 
from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34  I have surely 
seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and have heard their groaning, and I 
have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.’ 35  “This 
Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’--this man 
God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to him in 
the bush. 36 This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in Egypt and at the 
Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. 37 This is the Moses who said to the 
Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brothers.’ 38 This is the 
one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at 
Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us. 39 Our 
fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their hearts they turned to 
Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses 
who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 
41 And they made a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to the idol and were 
rejoicing in the works of their hands. 42 But God turned away and gave them over to 
worship  the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets: “‘Did you bring to 
Me slain beasts and sacrifices, during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of 
Israel? 43 You took up  the tent of Moloch and the star of your god Rephan, the images 
that you made to worship; and I will send you into exile beyond Babylon.’ 44  “Our 
fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as He who spoke to Moses 
directed him to make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. 45 Our fathers in turn 
brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before 
our fathers. So it was until the days of David, 46 who found favor in the sight of God and 
asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built a 
house for Him. 48 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the 
prophet says, 49  “‘Heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool. What kind of 
house will you build for Me, says the Lord, or what is the place of My rest? 50 Did not 
My hand make all these things?’ 51  “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart 
and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of 
the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced 
beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and 
murdered, 53  you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 
54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at 
him. 55 But he, full of the Holy  Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they  cried out 
with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast 



him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep.

Quote by Charles Spurgeon
"Never fear dying, beloved. Dying is the last, but the least matter that a Christian has to 
be anxious about. Fear living--that is a hard battle to fight, a stern discipline to endure, a 
rough voyage to undergo."

Quote by Jim Elliot
"God, I pray Thee, light these idle sticks of my  life, that I may burn for Thee. Consume 
my life, my  God, for it is Thine. I seek not a long life, but a full one, like You, Lord 
Jesus."  (Jim Elliot was martyred for his faith by Auca Indians in Ecuador in 1956)

The Need for Lights
By Darren Rogers
Benjamin Franklin wanted to interest the people in Philadelphia in street lighting. He did 
not call a town meeting nor try to persuade the people by talking about it. He acted upon 
what he considered a good idea. He hung a beautiful lantern on a long bracket in front 
of his house. He kept the glass polished and carefully trimmed and lit the wick every 
evening at the approach of dusk. The lamp helped the people see the pavement ahead 
and made them feel more secure at night. Others began placing lights in front of their 
houses. Soon Philadelphia recognized the need for street lights.
- From Darren Roger's Sermon "Keep the Light Burning."


