
THE EPIC JOURNEY OF GOD THE SON

I. Various Scriptures

! A. We're now entering the Incarnation season, bound for the Christ-mass, the Holy 
Day for celebrating Him who came at the fullness of time to restore fallen man to God. As 
always, we encourage you to fight through the fog and glitz and glitter until you get to 
the heart of what this season is all about. God the Son made an epic journey to earth. His 
first stop was Bethlehem. His destination was a cross in Jerusalem. It'd be there where 
He'd die and rise again, before ascending back to His glorious throne.

! B. Augustine weighs in like this: "Man’s Maker was made man that He, Ruler of the 
stars, might nurse at His mother’s breast; that the Bread might hunger, the Fountain thirst, the 
Light sleep, the Way be tired on its journey; that Truth might be accused of false witness, the 
Teacher be beaten with whips, the Foundation be suspended on wood; that Strength might grow 
weak; that the Healer might be wounded; that Life might die."

! C. John 1:1-3 & 14 (ESV) begins our journey to God's Table: 1 In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was 
made... 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (The Bread & Cup will remind us 
that this epic journey was a rescue mission.)

! D. Luke 2:4-11 (ESV) takes us to the Bethlehem NICU, a feeding trough in a stable,  
filled with the fragrance of manure: 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with Child. 
6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her 
firstborn Son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said 
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. (The Bread 
& Cup remind us how the Maker of stars, God the Son, became Messiah--Savior & Lord.)

! E. Galatians 4:4-7 (ESV) reveals how God's redemptive plan of adoption was 
Trinitarian in participation: 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, 
born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons (and daughters). 6 And because you are sons, God has sent 
the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but 
a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. (The Bread & Cup remind us that God eyed 
you for adoption as His child even before time began!)

! F. Leslie Flynn tells the story of an orphaned boy's rescue: A boy was living with his 
grandma when her house caught fire. Sadly, she perished in the flames trying to rescue her 
grandson. Hearing the lad's cry for help, a man climbed a drainpipe to save the boy. Weeks later 
a public hearing took place to determine who'd gain custody of the child. Many noble citizens 



stepped forward, some quite wealthy, all willing to take the boy home. Then a stranger stepped 
forward and when he pulled his hands from his pocket, they revealed the scars--all from the 
burns he'd suffered when scaling the scorched drainpipe to save the boy's life. The crowd 
gasped even as the lad cried out in recognition, leaping into his rescuer's arms. All the other 
potential guardians silently yielded to the boy and the stranger. For the judge and the boy and 
the crowd, the marred hands settled the issue. That little boy became his rescuer's adopted son.

! G. Romans 5:6 (NIV) reveals God's timing: 6 You see, at just the right time, when we 
were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. (We were among the ungodly and the Bread 
& Cup remind us that the timing of our undeserved rescue was perfect!)

! H. 2 Corinthians 6:1-2 (NIV) elaborates on God's timing, suggesting now is the best 
of times for those He has saved and the best of times for those whom He is presently 
saving: 1 As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For He says, 
(Quoting Isaiah 49:8) “In the time of My favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped 
you.” I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. (The Bread & Cup 
remind us that God's favorable time is now!)

! I. Philippians 2:8-11 (ESV) summarizes the redemptive journey that ran from throne 
to manger to cross, straight through a borrowed tomb, and right back to His celestial 
throne: 8 And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. (1 Cor. 15:3-4 says: "Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures; He was buried; on the third day He arose from the dead 
according to the Scriptures.") 9 Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him 
the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (The Bread & Cup remind us that Jesus Christ, whose 
name is above all names, truly is Lord. The monumental question then is this: When it 
comes to Jesus, has your knees bowed and has your tongue confessed that He is your 
Savior and Lord?)

* Pray & Serve Communion...

* 2 Timothy 1:8-10 (AMP) is our Incarnation Invocation and Benediction all rolled into one: 
8 So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord or about me His prisoner, but with me take 
your share of suffering for the gospel [continue to preach regardless of the circumstances], in 
accordance with the power of God [for His power is invincible], 9 for He delivered us and saved 
us and called us with a holy calling [a calling that leads to a consecrated life--a life set apart--a 
life of purpose], not because of our works [or because of any personal merit--we could do 
nothing to earn this], but because of His own purpose and grace [His amazing, undeserved 
favor] which was granted to us in Christ Jesus before the world began [eternal ages ago], 10 but 
now [that extraordinary purpose and grace] has been fully disclosed and realized by us through 
the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus who [through His incarnation and earthly ministry] 
abolished death [making it null and void] and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel...

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff



John 1:1-3 & 14 (ESV)
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without 
Him was not any thing made that was made... 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

Luke 2:4-11 (ESV)
4 And Joseph also went up  from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city 
of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with Child. 6 And while they were 
there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn Son and 
wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory  of the Lord shone around them, and they  were filled with great fear. 
10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city  of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Galatians 4:4-7 (ESV)
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5  to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into 
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir through God.

Romans 5:6 (NIV)
6  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly.

2 Corinthians 6:1-2 (NIV)
1 As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For He says, 
“In the time of My favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.” I tell you, 
now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.

Philippians 2:8-11 (ESV)
8 And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted Him and 
bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11  and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

2 Timothy 1:8-10 (AMP)
8 So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord or about me His prisoner, but with me 
take your share of suffering for the gospel [continue to preach regardless of the 



circumstances], in accordance with the power of God [for His power is invincible], 9 for 
He delivered us and saved us and called us with a holy  calling [a calling that leads to a 
consecrated life--a life set apart--a life of purpose], not because of our works [or 
because of any personal merit--we could do nothing to earn this], but because of His 
own purpose and grace [His amazing, undeserved favor] which was granted to us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began [eternal ages ago], 10 but now [that extraordinary 
purpose and grace] has been fully  disclosed and realized by us through the appearing 
of our Savior Christ Jesus who [through His incarnation and earthly  ministry] abolished 
death [making it null and void] and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel...

Quote by Augustine
"Man’s Maker was made man that He, Ruler of the stars, might nurse at His mother’s 
breast; that the Bread might hunger, the Fountain thirst, the Light sleep, the Way be 
tired on its journey; that Truth might be accused of false witness, the Teacher be beaten 
with whips, the Foundation be suspended on wood; that Strength might grow weak; that 
the Healer might be wounded; that Life might die."
– Augustine of Hippo (Sermons 191.1)

Video Clips & Important Articles 

"He is Lord" - MercyMe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PeFn0g4pF-w 

The Doctrine of Incarnation - D.A. Carson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UOMTr1b6Io

God's Story of Redemption - KnowingJesus888
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGxjhUz9Y9c

"Sing We the Song of Emmanuel" - Matt Boswell, Matt Papa, Stuart Townend & Keith 
Getty
https://www.challies.com/sponsored/sing-we-the-song-of-emmanuel/

Bonus Stuff 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (ESV)
1 Long ago, at many  times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, 2 but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed 
the heir of all things, through whom also He created the world. 3 He is the radiance of 
the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature, and He upholds the universe by the 
word of His power. After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name He has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs.



1 John 4:9-12 (AMP)
9 By this the love of God was displayed in us, in that God has sent His [One and] only 
begotten Son [the One who is truly unique, the only One of His kind] into the world so 
that we might live through Him. 10  In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation [that is, the atoning sacrifice, and the 
satisfying offering] for our sins [fulfilling God’s requirement for justice against sin and 
placating His wrath]. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us [in this incredible way], we also 
ought to love one another. 12 No one has seen God at any time. But if we love one 
another [with unselfish concern], God abides in us, and His love [the love that is His 
essence abides in us and] is completed and perfected in us.

John 3:16-18 (ESV)
16  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him. 
18  Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.

Quote by C.S. Lewis
“Non-Christians seem to think that the Incarnation implies some particular merit or 
excellence in humanity. But of course it implies just the reverse: a particular demerit and 
depravity. No creature that deserved Redemption would need to be redeemed. They 
that are whole need not the physician. Christ died for men precisely because men are 
not worth dying for; to make them worth it.”

Quote by Karl Barth
"The Word became flesh--and then through theologians it became words again."

Quote by John Piper
"I think what pitching a tent with us implies is that God wants to be on familiar terms with 
us. He wants to be close. He wants a lot of interaction. If you come  into a community 
and build a huge palace with a wall around it, it says one thing about your desires to be 
with the people. But if you pitch a tent in my back  yard, you will probably use my 
bathroom and eat often at my table. This is why God became human. He came to pitch 
a tent in our human back yard so that we would have a lot of dealings with Him."

Marred Hands Settled the Issue
By Leslie B. Flynn

An orphaned boy was living with his grandmother when their house caught fire. The 
grandmother, trying to get upstairs to rescue the boy, perished in the flames. The boy’s 
cries for help were finally answered by a man who climbed an iron drainpipe and came 
back down with the boy hanging tightly to his neck.



Several weeks later, a public hearing was held to determine who would receive custody 
of the child. A farmer, a teacher, and the town’s wealthiest citizen all gave the reasons 
they felt they should be chosen to give the boy a home. But as they talked, the lad’s 
eyes remained focused on the floor. Then a stranger walked to the front and slowly took 
his hands from his pockets, revealing severe scars on them. As the crowd gasped, the 
boy cried out in recognition. This was the man who had saved his life. His hands had 
been burned when he climbed the hot pipe. 

With a leap  the boy threw his arms around the man’s neck and held on for dear life. The 
other men silently  walked away, leaving the boy and his rescuer alone. Those marred 
hands had settled the issue.
- Dr. Leslie B. Flynn (1919 -2006), was the pastor of Grace Conservative Baptist Church in Nanuet, New York, for 40 
years. He was also a prolific author of over 30 books. Read more by going to: https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/
lohud/obituary.aspx?n=leslie-b-flynn&pid=149417889

The Supreme Mystery
J.I. Packer

“The real difficulty, the supreme mystery with which the gospel confronts us, does not lie 
in the Good Friday message of atonement, nor in the Easter message of resurrection, 
but in the Christmas message of Incarnation.

The really staggering Christian claim is that Jesus of Nazareth was God made man– 
that the second person of the Godhead became the ‘second man’ (1 Cor. 15:47), 
determining human destiny, the second representative head of the race, and that He 
took humanity  without loss of deity, so that Jesus of Nazareth was as truly and fully 
divine as He was human.

Here are two mysteries for the price of one– the plurality of persons within the unity  of 
God, and the union of Godhead and manhood in the person of Jesus. It is here, in the 
thing that happened at the first Christmas, that the profoundest and most unfathomable 
depths of the Christian revelation lie.

‘The Word became flesh’ (John 1:14); God became man; the divine Son became a Jew; 
the Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, unable to do more than lie 
and stare and wriggle and make noises, needing to be fed and changed and taught to 
talk like any other child.

And there was no illusion or deception in this: the babyhood of the Son of God was a 
reality. The more you think about it, the more staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so 
fantastic as is this truth of the Incarnation.

This is the real stumbling block in Christianity. It is here that Jews, Muslims, Unitarians, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, and many of those who feel the difficulties concerning the virgin 
birth, the miracles, the atonement, and the resurrection have come to grief.



It is from misbelief, or at least inadequate belief, about the Incarnation that difficulties at 
other points in the gospel story  usually  spring. But once the Incarnation is grasped as a 
reality, these other difficulties dissolve.”
- J.I. Packer, excerpted from Knowing God, Downers Grove, IL, IVP Press, 1973, p. 53.


