
WHEN WATCHMEN SOUND THEIR TRUMPETS 
 
I. Ezekiel 33:1-9 
 
 A. Ezekiel was a prophet and priest in the late 500s BC. He was among the people of Judah who were 
exiled to Babylon. The book that bears his name is the fourth longest in the Bible. His name means "God 
strengthens." Ezekiel's prophecies to God's people are fierce. (Words of lamentation, mourning, and woe!) He calls 
Judah to repentance but promises God's eventual restoration. The crux of why God had Ezekiel foretell His plans is 
summed up in Ezekiel 36:22-24 (ESV): 22 Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your 
sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of My holy name, which you have profaned among the 
nations to which you came. 23 And I will vindicate the holiness of My great name, which has been profaned among the 
nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord God, 
when through you I vindicate My holiness before their eyes. 24 I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the 
countries and bring you into your own land. 
 
 B. Dear brothers & sisters in Christ, children of Abraham by faith, we too should know that the salvation of 
our God that came through the atoning sacrifice of His Son, was not just to rescue us from sin & death, but also for 
the sake of God's holy name which we too profaned with our sordid acts of rebellion. God is just and God is loving. 
And on the cross both were demonstrated. Justice was fully met, your sins atoned for, and the holiness of God's 
great name--perfectly vindicated! This indeed is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
 C. I'm among those called to preach this Gospel, not to mention the whole counsel of God. As a matter of 
review, I can tell you that all 66 books of this Bible are the inspired, inerrant, infallible, trustworthy, words of God, 
about Himself, and for you to be able to know Him, love Him, and serve Him to the fullest. Known as the Protestant 
Rule of Faith, it affirms: The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, having been given by the inspiration of God, are 
the all-sufficient and only rule of faith and practice, and judge of controversies. 
 
 D. The Westminster Confession puts it this way: "Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the Word of God 
written, are now contained all the books of the Old and New Testament, which are these: etc... All which are given by 
inspiration of God, to be the rule of faith and life. The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for His own 
glory, man's salvation, faith, and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may 
be deduced from Scripture; unto which nothing at any time is to be added whether by new revelations of the Spirit or 
traditions of men (ch. 1 section 6). All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all; yet those 
things which are necessary to be known, believed, and observed, for salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened in 
some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain 
unto a sufficient understanding of them" (ch. 1 section 7). (This is the Hymn Book from which we're called to sing and 
from which our trumpet aims to sound.) 
 
 E. Ezekiel 33:1-9 (NIV) brings fear & trembling--let's break it down: 1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son 
of man, (Ezekiel) speak to your people and say to them: ‘When I bring the sword against a land, and the people of the land 
choose one of their men and make him their watchman, 3 and he sees the sword coming against the land and blows the 
trumpet to warn the people, 4 then if anyone hears the trumpet but does not heed the warning and the sword comes and 
takes their life, their blood will be on their own head. 5 Since they heard the sound of the trumpet but did not heed the 
warning, their blood will be on their own head. If they had heeded the warning, they would have saved themselves. 6 But if 
the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet to warn the people and the sword comes and takes 
someone’s life, that person’s life will be taken because of their sin, but I will hold the watchman accountable for their 
blood.’ 7 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them 
warning from Me. 8 When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked person, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade 
them from their ways, that wicked person will die for their sin, and I will hold you accountable for their blood. 9 But if you do 
warn the wicked person to turn from their ways and they do not do so, they will die for their sin, though you yourself will be 
saved. 
 
 F. Week after week we sound the trumpet. This is the Word of God from the Word made flesh. Primarily we 
do this by preaching from this pulpit. Secondarily we do this by forwarding notes and podcasts. More broadly we 
do this by providing additional Scriptures, Biblical/theological notes from trusted scholars, links to sermons and 
articles, in various formats. Wrestling with the text takes hours but the goal is your nourishment. 1 Peter 5:2-
3 (NIV) is our call: 2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them--not because you must, but 
because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those 
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 
 
 G. But even though we can lead horses (or sheep) to water, we can't force you to drink. We can provide 
Bibles but we can't force you to read them. We can exhort you to study but we dare not strong-arm you. We can 
emphasize the importance of prayer but we can't heavy-handedly coerce you to pray. We can blow trumpets but 



can't force you to take shelter. We can shine spotlights and mark the good trails (even according to The Map) but 
you're the folks wearing the hiking boots. 
 
 H. James 3:1 (ESV) gives me great pause: 1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.James 3:1 in the Amplified puts it this way: 1 Not many [of 
you] should become teachers [serving in an official teaching capacity], my brothers and sisters, for you know that we [who 
are teachers] will be judged by a higher standard [because we have assumed greater accountability and more 
condemnation if we teach incorrectly]. Hebrews 13:7 (ESV) is for all of us: 17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for 
they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with 
groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. (Sometimes I keep watch with joy but other times I give in to 
groaning.) 
 
 I. For we who'll have to give an account, we wonder what'll be the outcome for our flocks, for the sheep 
we're called to feed and nourish. So what makes it hard?  
 
  1) This is hard for pastors: When you make yourselves scarce on Sunday. If it's a priority for 
pastors to study and ask God to put His Word in their hearts for you but it's not a priority for you come and receive 
it, what'll be the outcome? 
 
  2) Or: When we stress the importance of prayer, personal study of God's Word, regular fellowship 
with believers--that these are essential for your health and growth in the faith, but you ignore the admonitions. 
What'll be the outcome? 
 
  3) When we trump the Great Commission, the mandate of sharing the Good News with others; 
being always ready to give an account for the Hope within you; inviting people to church; being witnesses who 
glorify His name wherever you go and in whatever you do. But if this doesn't happen, what'll be the outcome? 
 
  4) When members in some cases attend less, give less, and serve less than those who are not 
members. What's this say about being a church member? And if we're genuinely the pastors of members, what are 
we to those who only see themselves as friends? For which group will we be required to give an account? 
 
  5) And the hardest? We declare the Gospel of Jesus Christ, that God sovereignly saves people by 
grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, for the glory of God alone; that no one hears this Gospel by 
accident; that He awakens those dead in their trespasses and sins to eternal life because He loves you and has 
purchased your redemption through the precious shed blood of His Son on the cross. But you yawn with sleep 
deprived nods. What'll be the outcome? 
 
 J. James 1:22-25 (ESV) The brother of Jesus surely read Ezekiel for he says: 22 But be doers of the word, and 
not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 
intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But 
the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, 
he will be blessed in his doing.  
 
 K. Back to Ezekiel 33:30-33 (NIV) which will take us home. Though true of God's people in exile, let it not be 
true for you. Nor true for any of God's shepherds: 30 As for you, son of man, (You Ezekiel!) your people are talking 
together about you by the walls and at the doors of the houses, saying to each other, ‘Come and hear the message that has 
come from the LORD.’ 31 My people come to you, as they usually do, and sit before you to hear your words, but they do not 
put them into practice. Their mouths speak of love, but their hearts are greedy for unjust gain. 32 Indeed, to them you are 
nothing more than one who sings love songs with a beautiful voice and plays an instrument well, for they hear your words 
but do not put them into practice. 33 When all this comes true--and it surely will--then they will know that a prophet has been 
among them. 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 
 
Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Ezekiel 33:1-9 (NIV)  
1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, speak to your people and say to them: ‘When I bring the sword 
against a land, and the people of the land choose one of their men and make him their watchman, 3 and he sees the 
sword coming against the land and blows the trumpet to warn the people, 4 then if anyone hears the trumpet but does 
not heed the warning and the sword comes and takes their life, their blood will be on their own head. 5 Since they heard 



the sound of the trumpet but did not heed the warning, their blood will be on their own head. If they had heeded the 
warning, they would have saved themselves. 6 But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the 
trumpet to warn the people and the sword comes and takes someone’s life, that person’s life will be taken because of 
their sin, but I will hold the watchman accountable for their blood.’ 7 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the 
people of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from Me. 8 When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked 
person, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will die for 
their sin, and I will hold you accountable for their blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked person to turn from their ways 
and they do not do so, they will die for their sin, though you yourself will be saved. 
 
Ezekiel 36:22-24 (ESV) 
22 Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am 
about to act, but for the sake of My holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. 23 And 
I will vindicate the holiness of My great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have 
profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord God, when through you I 
vindicate My holiness before their eyes. 24 I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and 
bring you into your own land. 
 
1 Peter 5:1-4 (NIV) 
1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the 
glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them--not because you must, 
but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it 
over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 
the crown of glory that will never fade away. 
 
James 1:22-25 (ESV) 
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and 
not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away 
and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, 
being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 
 
James 3:1 (ESV) 
1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 
strictness. 
 
James 3:1 (AMP) 
1 Not many [of you] should become teachers [serving in an official teaching capacity], my brothers and sisters, for you 
know that we [who are teachers] will be judged by a higher standard [because we have assumed greater accountability 
and more condemnation if we teach incorrectly]. 
 
Hebrews 13:7 (ESV) 
17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give 
an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 
 
Ezekiel 33:30-33 (NIV) 
30 As for you, son of man, your people are talking together about you by the walls and at the doors of the houses, 
saying to each other, ‘Come and hear the message that has come from the LORD.’ 31 My people come to you, as they 
usually do, and sit before you to hear your words, but they do not put them into practice. Their mouths speak of love, 
but their hearts are greedy for unjust gain. 32 Indeed, to them you are nothing more than one who sings love songs 
with a beautiful voice and plays an instrument well, for they hear your words but do not put them into practice. 33 When 
all this comes true—and it surely will--then they will know that a prophet has been among them. 
 
 
Video, Audio, Sermon & Article Links 
 
So You Write Your Own Sermons? - Article by H.B. Charles, Jr. 
https://ftc.co/resource-library/1/4311 
 
 
  



Bonus Stuff  
 
Proverbs 27:23-34 (NASB) 
23 For Know well the condition of your flocks, and pay attention to your herds; 24 For riches are not forever, nor does 
a crown endure to all generations. 
 
Jeremiah 3:15 (ESV) 
15 And I will give you shepherds after My own heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding. 
 
Jeremiah 23:1-2 (ESV) 
1 "Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!” declares the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says 
the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who care for My people: “You have scattered My flock and 
have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares 
the LORD. 
 
Jeremiah 50:6-7 (AMP) 
6 “My people have become lost sheep; their shepherds have led them astray. They have made them turn aside [to the 
seductive places of idolatry] on the mountains. They have gone along [from one sin to another] from mountain to hill; 
they have forgotten their [own] resting place. 7 All who found them have devoured them; and their adversaries have 
said, ‘We are not guilty, because they have sinned against the LORD [and are no longer holy to Him], their [true] 
habitation of righteousness and justice, even the LORD, the [confident] hope of their fathers.’" 
 
John 21:15-19 (ESV) 
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than 
these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” 16 He said to him a 
second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to 
him, “Tend My sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved 
because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” and he said to him, “Lord, You know everything; You know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to 
dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will 
dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This He said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify 
God.) And after saying this He said to him, “Follow Me.” 
 
Acts 20:26-30 (ESV) 
26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you 
the whole counsel of God. 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to care for the church of God, which He obtained with His own blood. 29 I know that after my departure 
fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking 
twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 
 
Quote by Charles Spurgeon 
“There is an infinite majesty about every line of Scripture, but especially about that part of Scripture in which the Lord 
reveals Himself and His glorious plan of saving grace in the person of His dear Son Jesus Christ.” 
 
Quote by Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
"We all therefore have to face this ultimate and final question: Do we accept the Bible as the Word of God, as the sole 
authority in all matters of faith and practice, or do we not? Is the whole of my thinking governed by Scripture, or do I 
come with my reason and pick and choose out of Scripture and sit in judgment upon it, putting myself and modern 
knowledge forward as the ultimate standard and authority? The issue is crystal clear. Do I accept Scripture as a 
revelation from God, or do I trust to speculation, human knowledge, human learning, human understanding and human 
reasons. Or, putting it still more simply, do I pin my faith to, and subject all my thinking to, what I read in the Bible? Or 
do I defer to modern knowledge, to modern learning, to what people think today, to what we know at this present time 
which was not known in the past? It is inevitable that we occupy one or the other of those two positions." 
 
Quote by Herschel Hobbs 
“The Bible contains truth found nowhere else. Human reason may discover certain truths about God. But the revealed 
truth of the Bible exceeds these so as to defy comparison. One may exhaust the meaning of the contents of other 
books, but not that of the Bible.” 
- Herschel H. Hobbs (1907-1995) was one of the leading Christian communicators of the twentieth century. He served as pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Oklahoma City for nearly twenty-five years and also wrote or edited 147 books and Bible commentaries. 



 
Quote by Robert Plummer 
“The canon is not an authorized collection of writings (in that the church conferred its authority or approval upon a list 
of books). Rather, the canon is a collection of authoritative writings… that have an inherent authority as works uniquely 
inspired by God. Canonization is the process of recognizing that inherent authority, not bestowing it from an outside 
source.” 
- Robert L. Plummer is professor of New Testament Interpretation at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY and serves as an elder 
at Sojourn Community Church. 
 
Quote by Salmon P. Chase 
"There came a time in my life when I doubted the divinity of the Scriptures, and I resolved as a lawyer and a judge I 
would try the Book as I would try anything in the courtroom, taking evidence for and against. It was a long, serious and 
profound study and using the same principles of evidence in this religious matter as I always do in secular matters, I 
have come to the decision that the Bible is a supernatural Book, that it has come from God, and that the only safety for 
the human race is to follow its teachings." 
- Salmon Portland Chase (1808-1873) was a U.S. politician and jurist who served as the sixth Chief Justice of the United States. He also served as the 
23rd Governor of Ohio, represented Ohio in the United States Senate, and served as the 25th United States Secretary of the Treasury. 
 
Quote by Thomas Carlyle 
"The Bible is the truest utterance that ever came by alphabetic letters from the soul of man, through which, as through 
a window divinely opened, all men can look into the stillness of eternity,  and discern in glimpses their far-distant, long-
forgotten home." 
- Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881) was a Scottish philosopher, satirical writer, essayist, translator, historian, mathematician, and teacher. 
 
Quote by Charles Colson 
"The Bible--banned, burned, beloved. More widely read, more frequently attacked than any other book in history. 
Generations of intellectuals have attempted to discredit it,  dictators of every age have outlawed it and executed those 
who read it. Yet soldiers carry it into battle believing it more powerful than their weapons. Fragments of it smuggled into 
solitary prison cells have transformed ruthless killers into gentle saints." 
 
Quote by Albert Baird Cummins 
"The empire of Caesar is gone; the legions of Rome are smoldering in the dust; the avalanches of Napoleon hurled 
upon Europe have melted away, the prince of the pharaohs is fallen; the pyramids they raised to be their tombs are 
sinking every day in the desert sands; Tyre is a rock for bleaching fisherman's nets; Sidon has scarcely left a wreck 
behind; but the Word of God still survives: All things that threatened to extinguish it have only aided it; and it proves 
every day how transient is the noblest monument that men can build, how enduring is the least word that God has 
spoken" 
- Albert Baird Cummins (1850-1926) was American lawyer and politician. He was the 18th Governor of Iowa elected to three consecutive terms and U.S. 
Senator for Iowa serving for 18 years. 
 
Quote by John Wesley 
"I now propose short, clear, and strong arguments prove the divine inspiration of the holy Scriptures. The Bible must 
be the invention either (1) of good men or angels, (2) of bad men or devils, or (3) of God. It could not be the invention 
of good men or angels; they neither would nor could make a book, and tell lies all the time they were writing it, 
saying, “Thus says the Lord,” when it was their own invention. It could not be the invention of bad men or devils; for 
they would not make a book which commands all duty, forbids all sin, and condemns their souls to hell to all eternity. 
Therefore, I draw this conclusion, that the Bible must be given by divine inspiration." 
 
Quote by John Flavel 
"The Scriptures teach us the best way of living, the noblest way of suffering, and the most comfortable way of dying" 
- John Flavel (1630-1691) was an English Presbyterian clergyman, puritan, and author. 
 
Quote by Samuel James 
“'Doctrine divides, Jesus unites' may be a catchy slogan, but it’s actually nonsense. Theology is simply what happens 
when thinking carefully and deeply about what God has told us in Scripture. Doctrine is not a stumbling block but a rock 
solid foundation on which to base our hearts and minds. Jesus says that true worshipers worship in “spirit and in truth.” 
That means that in order for Christian readers to truly worship God they must think truthfully about Him, and that means 
doing theology." 
- Samuel James, Associate Editor at Crossway Publishing, excerpted from article titled, "5 Myths about Christian Publishing."  To read the full article, go 
to: https://www.crossway.org/articles/5-myths-about-christian-publishing/ 
 
  



Hymn Lyrics by John Newton 
Precious Bible! What a treasure 
Does the Word of God afford? 
All I want for life or pleasure, 
Food and medicine, shield and sword: 
Let the world account me poor, 
Having this I need no more. 
 


