
DRILL DOWN TO JESUS 
 
I. Galatians 4:4-7   Luke 10:21-24  1 John 1:1-4   Hebrews 1:1-14 
 
 A. There's a Christmas light display I walk by every evening, so bright and intense that I feel like I should 
leave a canned good each time I pass. There's a manger scene sandwiched in the menagerie of lights and blow-up 
figures but it only hints a smidgeon of what we're celebrating. It doesn't exactly exalt the Incarnation. If you have to 
hunt or wrestle to find Jesus at Christmas, something's amiss... 
 
 B. This past Sunday we let Galatians 4:4-7 take us to the Lord's Table. We begin this morning with the 
same Scripture, letting it reinforce in our hearts more of the "why" of the Incarnation and the coming of Christ. 
Galatians 4:4-7 (NLT) 4 But when the right time came, God sent His Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. 5 God sent 
Him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that He could adopt us as His very own children. 6 And because 
we are His children, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” 7 Now you 
are no longer a slave but God’s own child. And since you are His child, God has made you His heir. (Q: So why again did 
God the Father send God the Son? A: To free you from slavery and make you His child; us His children! Nothing 
should ever be allowed to smother this message!) 
 
 C. The OT children of God looked forward to the Messiah's coming. Prophets and Kings foretold it, penned 
it into Scripture, and waited with hope for His coming. But with most, anticipation gave way to doubts, unbelief, and 
indifference. When the star-following Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, King Herod summoned Israel's 
wisest, inquiring where specifically the Messiah would be born. Without hesitation they said, Bethlehem! But how 
many of those wise guys accompanied the Magi to Bethlehem to see for themselves? None! Go figure! 
 
 D. After Jesus sent out the seventy-two followers to heal the sick and announce the earthly launch of the 
kingdom of God, upon their return and news of their ministry, Luke 10:21-24 (ESV) tells of Jesus' joyful response: 
21 In that same hour He rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have 
hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was Your 
gracious will. (He prays a thank you prayer!) 22 All things have been handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows 
who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.” 
23 Then turning to the disciples He said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! 24 For I tell you that many 
prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” (What a 
time to have been alive and see it firsthand!) 
 
 E. While the OT folks looked forward to Christ's redemptive work, we look back upon it and see the impact 
of two millennium since the cross. But the disciples got to be there with Jesus--hear His voice, see His miracles, 
and rub shoulders with the One who would die on a cross and rise from the dead. They even heard His post-
resurrection teaching. What a glorious time! The Apostle John put it like this in 1 John 1:1-4 (NLT): 1 We proclaim to 
you the One who existed from the beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw Him with our own eyes and touched 
Him with our own hands. He is the Word of life. 2 This One who is life itself was revealed to us, and we have seen Him. And 
now we testify and proclaim to you that He is the One who is eternal life. He was with the Father, and then He was revealed 
to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. And 
our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that you may fully share 
our joy. (And I too want to share in their fellowship and joy! How many of you want the same?!) 
 
 F. Do you know how to be a thorn in the side of the world, your own flesh, and the devil during Christmas 
season? Drill down to Jesus! Let the lion's share of your celebrating be towards the Lion of Judah! You don't need 
to be obnoxious. You needn't be preachy. You can do it without a soapbox or megaphone. Just put Jesus front and 
center. Choose to exalt Him above all else and all others. You can do this quietly or with whispers or with songs or 
with prayers. Jesus, after all, is Emmanuel-God with us! He's the Gift! He's the Star! He's the Reason! He's the 
Redeemer! Angels and men must bow before Him! Truly truly it really is all about Him! 
 
 G. Hebrews 1:1-14 (ESV) says it perfectly. OT Scriptures melded with NT realities: 1 Long ago, at many times 
and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, 
whom He appointed the heir of all things, through whom also He created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of His nature, and He upholds the universe by the word of His power. After making purification for sins, 
(Yours included!) He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as 
the name He has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are My Son, 
today I have begotten you”? (Ps. 2:7) Or again, “I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a Son”? (2 Sam. 7:14; 1 
Chron. 17:13) 6 And again, when He brings the Firstborn into the world, He says, “Let all God's angels worship Him.” (Deut. 
32:43) 7 Of the angels He says, “He makes His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of fire.” (Ps. 104:4) 8 But of the Son 
He says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 9 You have 
loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness beyond 



Your companions.” (Ps. 45:6-7) 10 And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are 
the work of Your hands; (Ps. 8:6; Zec. 12:1) 11 they will perish, but You remain; they will all wear out like a garment, (Is. 
34:4; Is. 51:6) 12 like a robe You will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But You are the same, and Your 
years will have no end.” (Ps. 102:25-27) 13 And to which of the angels has He ever said, “Sit at My right hand until I make 
Your enemies a footstool for Your feet”? (Ps. 110:1) 14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of 
those who are to inherit salvation? 
 
 H. Let's drill down! The carols instruct us well: "Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Son of 
Righteousness!" "Joy to the World, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King!" "Glorious new behold Him rise, 
King and God and Sacrifice!" "Oh come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!" "And He shall reign for ever and ever! 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hal-le-lu-jah!" "Gloria in excelsis Deo!" 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 
 
Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Galatians 4:4-7 (NLT) 
4 But when the right time came, God sent His Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. 5 God sent Him to buy freedom 
for us who were slaves to the law, so that He could adopt us as His very own children. 6 And because we are His 
children, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” 7 Now you are no 
longer a slave but God’s own child. And since you are His child, God has made you His heir. 
 
Luke 10:21-24 (ESV) 
21 In that same hour He rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You 
have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such 
was Your gracious will. 22 All things have been handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is 
except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.” 23 Then 
turning to the disciples He said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! 24 For I tell you that many 
prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” 
 
1 John 1:1-4 (NLT) 
1 We proclaim to you the One who existed from the beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw Him with our 
own eyes and touched Him with our own hands. He is the Word of life. 2 This One who is life itself was revealed to us, 
and we have seen Him. And now we testify and proclaim to you that He is the One who is eternal life. He was with the 
Father, and then He was revealed to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that 
you may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing 
these things so that you may fully share our joy. 
 
Hebrews 1:1-14 (ESV) 
1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days He 
has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed the heir of all things, through whom also He created the world. 3 He 
is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature, and He upholds the universe by the word of His 
power. After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as 
much superior to angels as the name He has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5 For to which of the angels did 
God ever say, “You are My Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to 
Me a Son”? 6 And again, when He brings the Firstborn into the world, He says, “Let all God's angels worship Him.” 
7 Of the angels He says, “He makes His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of fire.” 8 But of the Son He says, 
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 9 You have loved 
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness beyond Your 
companions.” 10 And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of 
Your hands; 11 they will perish, but You remain; they will all wear out like a garment, 12 like a robe You will roll them 
up, like a garment they will be changed. But You are the same, and Your years will have no end.” 13 And to which of 
the angels has He ever said, “Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet”? 14 Are they not 
all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? 
 
Film Clips & Article Links 
 
"Redemption Song" - ENCS Music (Songwriters: Hiram Ring, Neli Atiga, Ily Mark Maniano) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2QzBmfQSB3g 



 
The Doctrine of Incarnation - D.A. Carson 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UOMTr1b6Io 
 
"Jesus" Sermon #1434 by Charles H. Spurgeon, September 15, 1878 
https://www.spurgeongems.org/vols22-24/chs1434.pdf 
 
God's Story of Redemption - KnowingJesus888 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGxjhUz9Y9c 
 
Bonus Stuff  
 
Micah 5:2 (ESV) 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for Me 
one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.  
 
John 1:1-14 (NIV) 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the 
beginning. 3 Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In Him was life, 
and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that Light, so 
that through Him all might believe. 8 He Himself was not the Light; he came only as a witness to the Light. 9 The true 
Light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made 
through Him, the world did not recognize Him. 11 He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. 
12 Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— 
13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The Word 
became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
Colossians 1:15-20 (NIV) 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in Him all things were created: things 
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been 
created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 And He is the head 
of the body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might have 
the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all Hs fullness dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile to Himself 
all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross.   
 
Philippians 2:5-11 (NIV) 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did 
not consider equality with God something to be grasped; 7 but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to death—even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name 
that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
2 Corinthians 8:9 (NIV) 
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that 
you through His poverty might become rich. 
 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 
“Non-Christians seem to think that the Incarnation implies some particular merit or excellence in humanity. But of course 
it implies just the reverse: a particular demerit and depravity. No creature that deserved Redemption would need to be 
redeemed. They that are whole need not the physician. Christ died for men precisely because men are not worth dying 
for; to make them worth it.” 
 
Quote by Karl Barth 
"The Word became flesh--and then through theologians it became words again." 
 
  



Quote by John Piper 
"I think what pitching a tent with us implies is that God wants to be on familiar terms with us. He wants to be close. He 
wants a lot of interaction. If you come into a community and build a huge palace with a wall around it, it says one thing 
about your desires to be with the people. But if you pitch a tent in my back yard, you will probably use my bathroom 
and eat often at my table. This is why God became human. He came to pitch a tent in our human back yard so that we 
would have a lot of dealings with Him." 
 
 
The Supreme Mystery 
J.I. Packer 
 
“The real difficulty, the supreme mystery with which the gospel confronts us, does not lie in the Good Friday message 
of atonement, nor in the Easter message of resurrection, but in the Christmas message of Incarnation. 
 
The really staggering Christian claim is that Jesus of Nazareth was God made man– that the second person of the 
Godhead became the ‘second man’ (1 Cor. 15:47), determining human destiny, the second representative head of the 
race, and that He took humanity without loss of deity, so that Jesus of Nazareth was as truly and fully divine as He was 
human. 
 
Here are two mysteries for the price of one– the plurality of persons within the unity of God, and the union of Godhead 
and manhood in the person of Jesus. It is here, in the thing that happened at the first Christmas, that the profoundest 
and most unfathomable depths of the Christian revelation lie. 
 
‘The Word became flesh’ (John 1:14); God became man; the divine Son became a Jew; the Almighty appeared on 
earth as a helpless human baby, unable to do more than lie and stare and wriggle and make noises, needing to be fed 
and changed and taught to talk like any other child. 
 
And there was no illusion or deception in this: the babyhood of the Son of God was a reality. The more you think about 
it, the more staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as is this truth of the Incarnation. 
 
This is the real stumbling block in Christianity. It is here that Jews, Muslims, Unitarians, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and 
many of those who feel the difficulties concerning the virgin birth, the miracles, the atonement, and the resurrection 
have come to grief. 
 
It is from misbelief, or at least inadequate belief, about the Incarnation that difficulties at other points in the gospel story 
usually spring. But once the Incarnation is grasped as a reality, these other difficulties dissolve.” 
- J.I. Packer, excerpted from Knowing God, Downers Grove, IL, IVP Press, 1973, p. 53. 
 
 
Marred Hands Settled the Issue 
By Leslie B. Flynn 
 
An orphaned boy was living with his grandmother when their house caught fire. The grandmother, trying to get upstairs 
to rescue the boy, perished in the flames. The boy’s cries for help were finally answered by a man who climbed an iron 
drainpipe and came back down with the boy hanging tightly to his neck. 
 
Several weeks later, a public hearing was held to determine who would receive custody of the child. A farmer, a teacher, 
and the town’s wealthiest citizen all gave the reasons they felt they should be chosen to give the boy a home. But as 
they talked, the lad’s eyes remained focused on the floor. Then a stranger walked to the front and slowly took his hands 
from his pockets, revealing severe scars on them. As the crowd gasped, the boy cried out in recognition. This was the 
man who had saved his life. His hands had been burned when he climbed the hot pipe.  
 
With a leap the boy threw his arms around the man’s neck and held on for dear life. The other men silently walked 
away, leaving the boy and his rescuer alone. Those marred hands had settled the issue. 
 


