
PAID IN FULL-NO CONDEMNATION 
 
I. Philippians 3:7-16 
 
 A. Last Sunday we saw how Jesus fulfilled the prophetic words of Psalm 22 as we read from John 19:28-30 
(ESV) and heard Jesus' final sentence on the cross: 28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill 
the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch 
and held it to His mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished,” (Tetelestai: "Paid in full!") 
and He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. (The debt of sin, owed by you and me, which could never be paid, was 
paid by the Righteous One, God the Son, Jesus Christ, on the Cross.) 
 
 B. Next we should review the familiar words of Romans 8:1-3 (NLT) that give us the result of belonging to 
Christ, placing our faith in Jesus who suffered in our place: 1 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to 
Christ Jesus. 2 And because you belong to Him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that 
leads to death. 3 The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our sinful nature. So God did what 
the law could not do. He sent His own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in that body God declared an end 
to sin’s control over us by giving His Son as a sacrifice for our sins. 
 
 C. And Paul, a chief example of one who sought to earn by merit his righteousness by keeping the law, 
authors by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, our text today. Before he accepted Jesus' declaration of "tetelestai" he ran 
about, in relentless fervor trying to earn and pay his own way to salvation. How zealous was he? So much so that 
he persecuted all those claiming their sin-debts had been paid by Jesus. What did it take to convince him? Jesus 
blinding him so he might see! Jesus essentially declares to him: 'I paid off your insurmountable debt and you are 
Mine!' 
 
 D. Philippians 3:7-16 (ESV) tells us what Paul thinks of his previous religious pedigree and having rejected 
it, what he zealously is pursuing now. In so doing, he invites the church he loves, and all of us here, to run with 
him... 
 
  1) V7-8a:  7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything 
as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. (Paul has exchanged religion for a 
relationship. He once participated in bloody rites & rituals but now He knows the One to Whom all those rites & 
rituals pointed. And He wants to know Him better! How about you?!) 
 
  2) V8b-11: For His sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, (OV: garbage; 
refuse; worthless trash; pile of waste; filth; dung) in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 
that depends on faith--10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and may share His sufferings, becoming 
like Him in His death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. (Paul tells us there's a 
difference from trying to keep God's law to earn His favor and that of joyfully striving to know and love and become 
like Jesus through the life and power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. He's left the life of indebtedness to the life of 
paid-in-full-no-condemnation! Which life sounds better to you?!) 
 
  3) V12: 12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me His own. (The NIV puts it this way: "Not that I have already obtained all this, or 
have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.") 
 
  4) V13-14: 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus. (As children of God, we pray this for ourselves; as married couples and parents, we pray this for our 
wives and children & grandchildren; and as your pastor, I pray this for all of you!) 
 
  5) V15-16: 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God 
will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained. (So what have we attained? A paid-in-full--
no condemnation relationship with Jesus Christ our Lord!) 
 
 E. And what was the bill? What'd it cost to pay it off? Isaiah 53:4-5 (NLT) scripted the transaction 700 years 
in advance: 4 Yet it was our weaknesses He carried; it was our sorrows that weighed Him down. And we thought His 
troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for His own sins! 5 But He was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for 
our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. 
 
 F.  Charles Spurgeon, affectionately called the Prince of Preachers, said: “An ocean of meaning in a drop of 
language, a mere drop. It would need all the other words that ever were spoken, or ever can be spoken, to explain this one 



word. It is altogether immeasurable. It is high; I cannot attain to it. It is deep; I cannot fathom it. IT IS FINISHED is the most 
charming note in all of Calvary’s music. The fire has passed upon the Lamb. He has borne the whole of the wrath that was 
due to His people. This is the royal dish of the feast of love.”  
 
* Story of the Missing Shovel from Miracle of the River Kwai by Earnest Gordon... 
 
* Lyrics to  Jesus Paid It All  (Words by Elvina M. Hall 1865; Tune by John T. Grape, 1868) 
 
I hear the Savior say, “Thy strength indeed is small;  
Child of weakness, watch and pray, / Find in Me thine all in all.” 
 
(Refrain) Jesus paid it all, / All to Him I owe;  
Sin had left a crimson stain, / He washed it white as snow. 
 
For nothing good have I / Whereby Thy grace to claim; 
I’ll wash my garments white / In the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb. 
 
And now complete in Him, / My robe, His righteousness, 
Close sheltered ’neath His side, / I am divinely blest. 
 
Lord, now indeed I find / Thy pow’r, and Thine alone, 
Can change the leper’s spots [*leopard’s] / And melt the heart of stone. 
 
When from my dying bed / My ransomed soul shall rise, 
“Jesus died my soul to save,” / Shall rend the vaulted skies. 
 
And when before the throne/ I stand in Him complete, 
I’ll lay my trophies down, / All down at Jesus’ feet. 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 
 
Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Philippians 3:7-16 (ESV) 
7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For His sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them 
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith--10 that I 
may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and may share His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, 11 that 
by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained this or am 
already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me His own. 13 Brothers, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are 
mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true 
to what we have attained. 
 
John 19:28-30 (ESV) 
28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine 
stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to His mouth. 30 When Jesus 
had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished,” and He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 
 
Romans 8:1-3 (NLT) 
1 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And because you belong to Him, the power 
of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death. 3 The law of Moses was unable to save 
us because of the weakness of our sinful nature. So God did what the law could not do. He sent His own Son in a body 
like the bodies we sinners have. And in that body God declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving His Son as a 
sacrifice for our sins. 
 
  



Isaiah 53:4-5 (NLT) 
4 Yet it was our weaknesses He carried; it was our sorrows that weighed Him down. And we thought His troubles were 
a punishment from God, a punishment for His own sins! 5 But He was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. 
He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. 
 
Quote by Charles Spurgeon 
“An ocean of meaning in a drop of language, a mere drop. It would need all the other words that ever were spoken, or 
ever can be spoken, to explain this one word. It is altogether immeasurable. It is high; I cannot attain to it. It is deep; I 
cannot fathom it. IT IS FINISHED is the most charming note in all of Calvary’s music. The fire has passed upon the 
Lamb. He has borne the whole of the wrath that was due to His people. This is the royal dish of the feast of love.” 
 
The Missing Shovel 
Ernest Gordon's Tells a story in Miracle On The River Kwai about Scottish soldiers, forced by their Japanese captors 
to labor on a jungle railroad. Under the strain of captivity they had degenerated to barbarous behavior, but one afternoon 
something happened. 
 
A shovel was missing. The officer in charge became enraged. He demanded that the missing shovel be produced, or 
else. When nobody in the squadron budged, the officer got his gun and threatened to kill them all on the spot. It was 
obvious the officer meant what he had said. Then, finally, one man stepped forward. The officer put away his gun, 
picked up a shovel, and beat the man to death. When it was over, the survivors picked up the bloody corpse and carried 
it with them to the second tool check. This time, no shovel was missing. Indeed, there had been a miscount at the first 
tool check. 
 
The word spread like wildfire through the whole camp. An innocent man had been willing to die to save the others! The 
incident had a profound effect. The men began to treat each other like brothers. 
 
When the victorious Allies swept in, the survivors, human skeletons, lined up in front of their captors (and instead of 
attacking their captors) insisted: "No more hatred. No more killing. Now what we need is forgiveness." Sacrificial love 
has transforming power. 
- From Ernest Gordon, Miracle On The River Kwai, adapted by Don Ratzlaff  in Christian Leader. 
 
 
Jesus Paid It All 
Words by Elvina M. Hall, 1865; Tune by John T. Grape, 1868 - Public Domain 
 
I hear the Savior say, 
“Thy strength indeed is small; 
Child of weakness, watch and pray, 
Find in Me thine all in all.” 
 
Refrain: 
Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow. 
 
For nothing good have I 
Whereby Thy grace to claim; 
I’ll wash my garments white 
In the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb. 
 
And now complete in Him, 
My robe, His righteousness, 
Close sheltered ’neath His side, 
I am divinely blest. 
 
Lord, now indeed I find 
Thy pow’r, and Thine alone, 
Can change the leper’s spots [*leopard’s] 
And melt the heart of stone. 



 
When from my dying bed 
My ransomed soul shall rise, 
“Jesus died my soul to save,” 
Shall rend the vaulted skies. 
 
And when before the throne 
I stand in Him complete, 
I’ll lay my trophies down, 
All down at Jesus’ feet. 
 
 
Film Clips & Article Links 
 
"Jesus Paid It All" - Kristian Stanfill 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=brVIlXlJRkQ 
 
"Hallelujah, What A Savior" - Shelly Moore Band 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2j0rYJI37yg 
 
"At the Cross (Love Ran Red)" - Chris Tomlin (acoustic Sessions) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ORyXT2ZRwUE 
 
 
Bonus Stuff  
 
Philippians 3:7-16  (AMP) 
7 But whatever former things were gains to me [as I thought then], these things [once regarded as advancements in 
merit] I have come to consider as loss [absolutely worthless] for the sake of Christ [and the purpose which He has given 
my life]. 8 But more than that, I count everything as loss compared to the priceless privilege and supreme advantage 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord [and of growing more deeply and thoroughly acquainted with Him—a joy unequaled]. 
For His sake I have lost everything, and I consider it all garbage, so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him 
[believing and relying on Him], not having any righteousness of my own derived from [my obedience to] the Law and 
its rituals, but [possessing] that [genuine righteousness] which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness which 
comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 And this, so that I may know Him [experientially, becoming more thoroughly 
acquainted with Him, understanding the remarkable wonders of His Person more completely] and [in that same way 
experience] the power of His resurrection [which overflows and is active in believers], and [that I may share] the 
fellowship of His sufferings, by being continually conformed [inwardly into His likeness even] to His death [dying as He 
did]; 11 so that I may attain to the resurrection [that will raise me] from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained it 
[this goal of being Christlike] or have already been made perfect, but I actively press on so that I may take hold of that 
[perfection] for which Christ Jesus took hold of me and made me His own. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal to win the [heavenly] prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 All of us who are 
mature [pursuing spiritual perfection] should have this attitude. And if in any respect you have a different attitude, that 
too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us stay true to what we have already attained. 
 
1 John 1:5-7 (AMP) 
5 This is the message [of God’s promised revelation] which we have heard from Him and now announce to you, that 
God is Light [He is holy, His message is truthful, He is perfect in righteousness], and in Him there is no darkness at all 
[no sin, no wickedness, no imperfection]. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness [of 
sin], we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 but if we [really] walk in the Light [that is, live each and every day in conformity 
with the precepts of God], as He Himself is in the Light, we have [true, unbroken] fellowship with one another [He with 
us, and we with Him], and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin [by erasing the stain of sin, keeping us 
cleansed from sin in all its forms and manifestations]. 
 
 
Quote by J.C. Ryle 
“It is surely not too much to say, that of all the seven famous sayings of Christ on the cross, none is more remarkable 
than TETELESTAI.” 
 



Quote by A.W. Pink 
“Eternity will be needed to make manifest all that TETELESTAI contains.” 
 
Quote by Andrew Murray 
“Every day that our confidence grows fuller in Christ's FINISHED WORK must see our heart more entirely yielding itself 
like Him, a whole burnt offering in the service of God and His love.” 
 
Quote by Hudson Taylor 
“There dawned upon me the joyous conviction that since the whole work was finished and the whole debt was paid 
upon the Cross there was nothing for me to do but to fall upon my knees, accept the Savior and praise Him forevermore.” 
 
Quote by Charles Spurgeon 
“The general religion of mankind is “DO,” but the religion of a true Christian is “DONE.” IT IS FINISHED is the believer’s 
conquering word. INCARNATE LOVE has fulfilled His self-imposed task. Jesus, as the Substitute for sinners, was 
condemned to die, and He died that He might finish the work of our redemption. Your sins have sustained their death-
blow, the robe of your righteousness has received its last thread (cf 1Cor 1:30-note, 2Cor 5:21-note). It is done, 
complete, perfect. It needs no addition; it can NEVER suffer any diminution. Oh, Christian, do lay hold of this precious 
thought. I may not be able to state it except in weak terms, but let not my weakness prevent your apprehending its glory 
and its preciousness. This thought is enough to make a man leap, though his legs were chained with irons, and to make 
him sing, though his mouth were gagged. We are PERFECTLY ACCEPTED in Christ, and our justification is not partial 
(cf Ro 5:1-note, Ro 5:9-note, Ro 8:30-note). It does not go to a limited extent, but goes the whole way. Our 
unrighteousness is covered. From condemnation we are entirely and irrevocably free. 'Consummatum est. The work is 
done, redemption is accomplished; the salvation of My people is forever secured. Sin will never be mentioned against 
them anymore, forever. Oh, wondrous deed of Deity! Oh, mighty feat of love accomplished once for all!" 
 
Taking A Bee Sting 
By Ned Brockwell 
A father was driving his car with his young son sitting in the front seat. A bee entered through the open window. 
Normally, we are fearful of bees, not wanting to be stung. But some people, like the young boy, are deathly allergic to 
bee stings. The boy was petrified with fright when he saw the bee; all he could do was to scream! The father instantly 
reached out with his hand and caught the bee. Then, he squeezed it tightly with his hand. The boy looked at such 
bravery with rapt amazement. Then the father opened his hand, and the bee started to fly once again. Sure enough, 
the boy gave in to fear and started to panic. But with a firm and reassuring voice, the father said to his son. “Son, don’t 
worry! It’s okay! The bee can’t hurt you! His sting is in my hand. And so God did the same for us in Christ, grabbing 
hold of sin, strangling it, and removing its sting! 
 


