
CONVERSION TO CHRIST 
 
I. Acts 8:26-40  Acts 16:11-34  Luke 23:39-43 
 
 A. The title of last Sunday's message was, "You Must Be born Again." During that message I shared my 
own personal story of conversion. This past Wednesday I drove down to Camp Otterbein, my own personal 
pilgrimage of remembrance. 
 
 B. Every coming to Christ story is different but crucially important. Some come to Christ with both heels 
dragging. Some come gradually and thoughtfully. Some start out as doubters and detractors but end up being 
convinced otherwise. Some come because of a great trial or tragedy, a season of loss, a terrible failure, or while in 
the depths of hopelessness. Others come after enormous successes that have proven unfulfilling. Some come to 
believe as children, others as elderly adults, others on their deathbeds. Some bow their knees at church altars 
while others bow their knees in the woods, on a beach, or beside their beds. They come to Him a thousand different 
ways. But they all come as dead men walking who are born anew in Jesus Christ by the power of the Spirit. 
 
 C. Among the bonus stuff I emailed you with my notes last Sunday were accounts of C.S. Lewis' 
conversion as well as Augustine. Charles Spurgeon's story will be in today's notes. Martin Luther's story is another 
one for the ages. All these testimonies are unique as all of these men were mightily used by God. 
 
 D. Today we'll examine a few from Scripture. Since we've many times covered the Apostle Paul's road to 
Damascus story, I'll leave that one for you to explore on your own. (The texts of Saul to Paul can be found in Acts 
9:1-31; Acts 22:3-11; and Acts 26:2-18) Today we'll see Philip in action as well as Paul & Silas. And we'll close with 
Jesus on the cross. Watch as the Lord takes hold of souls for Himself. 
 
 E. Acts 8:26-40 (NKJV) happens as Philip is in the midst of a Samaritan revival... 
 
  1) V26-28: 26 Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the 
road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. 27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a 
eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to 
Jerusalem to worship, 28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. (Modern day Sudan, 
Ethiopia in this era, was under Roman rule. It once was a part of the Nubian Empire, a renowned African empire. 
The Nubians were overtaken and absorbed by Egypt, and later enveloped by Rome. This man was a royal 
government official. He's a Gentile who reveres the God of Israel along with the OT Scriptures.) 
 
  2) V29-34: 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him, 
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 The place in the Scripture which he read 
was this: “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so He opened not His mouth. 
33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, and who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth.” 
34 So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other 
man?” (He's reading Isaiah 53:7-8 but clueless it's about Jesus the Messiah. Written 750 years before Jesus came, 
Isaiah 53 is one of the clearest OT Messianic prophecies.) 
 
  3) V35-40: 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 
36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me 
from being baptized?” 37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went 
down into the water, and he baptized him. 39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip 
away, (OV snatched; transported,) so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip 
was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea. (Ethiopia would never be 
the same.) 
 
 F. Acts 16:11-35 (ESV) happens on Paul's second missionary journey. Silas, Luke, & Timothy join Paul and 
they trek towards Philippi because Paul had see a vision of a man in Macedonia calling for help... 
 
  1) V11-13: 11 So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day 
to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. (Philippi, 
in Turkey today, essentially exists no more.) We remained in this city some days. (Nothing much happening. Where's 
the man in the vision?!) 13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there 
was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come together. (No synagogue so the Jewish 
population was probably sparse.) 
 



  2) V14: 14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple 
goods, who was a worshiper of God. (She was a Gentile and essentially a wealthy business woman.) The Lord opened 
her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. (NIV: "The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message." 
NKJV: "The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul." i.e. She believed!) 
 
  3) V15: 15 And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. (Lydia is born again, born of 
the Spirit, made alive, converted to Christ.) 
 
 G. Acts 16:16-34 (ESV) transitions us to the next conversion event, also in Philippi. 
 
  1) V16-18: 16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are 
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, 
having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of 
her.” And it came out that very hour. (Did she become a believer? Probably!) 
 
  2) V19-24: 19 But when her owners (Sorta like occultic pimps!) saw that their hope of gain was gone, 
they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to 
the magistrates, they said, “These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21 They advocate customs that are not 
lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the 
garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. 23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they 
threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner 
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. (Sorely bludgeoned, they're placed in the most secure part of the jail.) 
 
  3) V25: 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 
were listening to them, (Think of the lyrics to those songs! The Holy Spirit was undoubtedly delivering those melodic 
words into the hearts of every inmate!) 
 
  4) V26-27: 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and 
saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had 
escaped. (He feared a gruesome execution for an escape taking place on his watch.) 
 
  5) V28: 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” (All the 
prisoners stayed put! What had they heard that kept them from bolting?!) 
 
  6) V29-34: 29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before 
Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who 
were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, 
he and all his family. 34 Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his 
entire household that he had believed in God. (A business woman, fortune teller, jailer, inmates--all saved!) 
 
 H. The church is made of living stones, not dead ones. The Church in Philippi didn't follow a church-
planting script. The Word was preached. The Holy Spirit was at work with God's Word. The recipients were as 
different as they could be! The dead were made alive and a family of believers was born. That's why all your 
personal stories matter too. God's Word is being proclaimed here and elsewhere. Perhaps deep down you realize 
the Spirit of God is at work. How long will you resist God? 
 
 I. Luke 23:39-43 (ESV) takes place on Golgotha, the Place of the Skull, where three men are being crucified. 
Two are criminals. The One in the middle is The Son of God, the Righteous One, Jesus the Christ: 39 One of the 
criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked 
him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for 
we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when You come into Your kingdom.” 43 And He said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in paradise. (And 
Jesus went on to die for his sins.) 
 
 J. Don't wait until you're about to breathe your last to respond to the Lord calling you to Himself. If Jesus 
is calling you to life from death, answer that call now.  What's behind Him calling you? Mercy and Love beyond 
comprehension! Forgiveness for all your sins! A declaration of not guilty! No more condemnation! Freedom from 
slavery to Satan, sin and death! Adoption unto Sonship to a Good Good Father, to Him who made you, to Him who 
loves you most! Come out of your tomb and we'll help remove your burial cloth! Just come! Whether you are 



Nicodemus or a government official or Lydia or Mary Magdalene or a jailer or an inmate or whopping big success or 
closing in on death--come to Him now! 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 
Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Acts 8:26-40 (NKJV) 
26 Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. 27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great 
authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem 
to worship, 28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked 
Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 The place in the Scripture which he read was this: “He was led as a sheep to the 
slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so He opened not His mouth. 33 In His humiliation His justice was 
taken away, and who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth.” 34 So the eunuch answered 
Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?” 35 Then Philip opened 
his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 36 Now as they went down the road, they came to 
some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?” 37 Then Philip said, “If 
you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 
38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he 
baptized him. 39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch 
saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he 
preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea. 
 
Acts 16:11-15 (ESV) 
11 So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from 
there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city some 
days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place of 
prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come together. 14 One who heard us was a woman named 
Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to 
pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15 And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, 
saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. 
 
Acts 16:16-34 (ESV) 
16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her 
owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are servants of the Most 
High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become 
greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it 
came out that very hour. 19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 
dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, 
“These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans 
to accept or practice.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave 
orders to beat them with rods. 23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, 
ordering the jailer to keep them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened 
their feet in the stocks. 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 
were listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke 
and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners 
had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 And the jailer called 
for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and 
said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and 
your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them 
the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. 34 Then he 
brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had 
believed in God. 
 
  



Luke 23:39-43 (ESV) 
39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!” 40 But 
the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And 
we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” 42 And he 
said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” 43 And He said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you 
will be with Me in paradise. 
 
Film Clips & Article Links 
 
C.S. Lewis: From Theism to Christianity 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZS3thuSHUYg 
 
The Story of Charles Spurgeon's Conversion - Shared by Pastor Justin Wainscott 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GS_hyBq2Knw 
 
Martin Luther's Conversion - As told by Leonard Ravenhill 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAn0qDCR1pI 
 
 
Bonus Stuff  
 
Isaiah 53:1-12 (ESV) 
1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 He grew up before Him like 
a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to Him, nothing in His 
appearance that we should desire Him. 3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a Man of suffering, and familiar 
with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces He was despised, and we held Him in low esteem. 4 Surely He 
took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered Him punished by God, stricken by Him, and afflicted. 5 But 
He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was 
on Him, and by His wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own 
way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His 
mouth; He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He did not open His 
mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away. Yet who of His generation protested? For He was cut off 
from the land of the living; for the transgression of My people He was punished. 9 He was assigned a grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in His death, though He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth. 10 Yet it was 
the Lord’s will to crush Him and cause Him to suffer, and though the Lord makes His life an offering for sin, He will see 
His offspring and prolong His days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in His hand. 11 After He has suffered, He will 
see the light of life and be satisfied; by His knowledge My Righteous Servant will justify many, and He will bear their 
iniquities. 12 Therefore I will give Him a portion among the great, and He will divide the spoils with the strong, because 
He poured out His life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For He bore the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors. 
 
Quote by J.C. Ryle 
"To be born again is, as it were, to enter upon a new existence, to have a new mind, a new heart, new views, new 
principles, new tastes, new affections, new likings, new dislikings, new fears, new joys, new sorrows, new love to things 
once hated, new hatred to things once loved, new thoughts of God, and ourselves, and the world, and the life to come, 
and salvation." 
 
Quote by John Piper 
"It is a myth that man in his natural state is genuinely seeking God. Men do seek God. But they do not seek Him for 
who He is. They seek Him in a pinch as one who might preserve them from death or enhance their worldly enjoyments. 
Apart from conversion, no one comes to the light of God." 
 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 
"Until you have given up your self to Him you will not have a real self." 
 
Quote by Charles Spurgeon 
"Conversion is a turning onto the right road. The next thing to do is to walk on it." 
 
  



Quote by Jim Cymbala 
"People pay attention when they see that God actually changes persons and sets them free. When a new Christian 
stands up and tells how God has revolutionized his or her life, no one dozes off. When someone is healed or released 
from a life-controlling bondage, everyone takes notice." 
 
Quote by Sam Storms 
"This is the glory and miracle of grace, that God, through the Holy Spirit, is able to transform a stubborn, rebellious, and 
unbelieving will into a passionate, obedient, believing will without violating the integrity of the individual or diminishing 
the voluntary nature of one's decision to trust Christ for salvation." 
 
Quote by William Secker 
"There is no ascertaining the quality of a tree but by its fruits. When the wheels of a clock move within, the hand on the 
dial will move without. When the heart of a man is sound in conversion, then the life will be fair in profession." 
 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 
"If conversion to Christianity makes no improvement in a man's outward actions--if he continues to be just as snobbish 
or spiteful or envious or ambitious as he was before--then I think we must suspect that his 'conversion' was largely 
imaginary." 
 
Quote by Charles Spurgeon 
"Another proof of the conquest of a soul for Christ will be found in a real change of life. If the man does not live differently 
from what he did before, both at home and abroad, his repentance needs to be repented of and his conversion is a 
fiction." 
 
Quote by Billy Graham 
"The men who followed Him were unique in their generation. They turned the world upside down because their hearts 
had been turned right side up. The world has never been the same." 
 
Quote by Paul Washer 
"We deal five minutes with a person and their conversion and then we spend the next fifty years trying to disciple a 
goat into a sheep. I'm not saying this because I'm angry. I'm saying this because countless people are being deceived." 
 
 
Charles Spurgeon’s Conversion 
Pastor Steve Bush 
 
Just a teenager, a young boy named Charles was making his way to his church in the middle of a blinding snowstorm. 
Travel became so difficult that he opted to seek shelter at a little Primitive Methodist Chapel instead of going 
further.  Apparently only about a dozen people were there and even the preacher could not make it. Instead, a layman 
preached that evening. His text was taken from Isaiah 45:22: “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: 
for I am God, and there is none else.”   This young man Charles yielded his life to Christ that day and went on to become 
one of the greatest preachers of all time, leading thousands upon thousands to Christ. His name is Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon. One of his quotes is fitting for his own conversion experience and to all of us as we talk about seeds. He 
said: “Do what you do thoroughly, pray over it heartily, and leave the result to God.” 
 
 
Charles Spurgeon's Conversion in His Own Words 
This is the story of Charles Spurgeon's conversion, in his own words. The preacher whom Spurgeon describes was the 
Rev. Robert Eaglen. Has anybody ever heard of Eaglen? I doubt many. But his preaching in a cold little mission station, 
by its effect on Spurgeon, had a huge impact throughout the world. Don't think your service for God trivial. You don't 
know what He may do with it. 
 
 I was miserable, I could do scarcely anything. My heart was broken to pieces. Six months did I pray, prayed agonizingly 
with all my heart, and never had an answer. I resolved that in the town where I lived I would visit every place of worship, 
in order to find the way of salvation. I felt I was willing to do anything if God would only forgive me. I set off determined 
to visit all the chapels, and though I deeply venerate the men who occupy those pulpits now, and did so then, I am 
bound to say, that I never heard them once fully preach the gospel. ... At last, one snowy day, I found rather an obscure 
street and turned down a court, and there was a little chapel. I wanted to go somewhere, but I did not know this street. 
It was the Primitive Methodists' chapel. I had heard of this people from many, and how they sang so loudly that they 
made people's heads ache; but that did not matter. I wanted to know how I might be saved, and if they made my head 



ache ever so much, I did not care. So sitting down, the service went on, but no minister came. At last a very thin-looking 
man came into the pulpit. He opened the Bible and read these words: "Look unto me and be ye saved, all ye ends of 
the earth." Just setting his eyes upon me, as if he knew me all by heart, he said: "Young man, you are in trouble!" Well, 
I was, sure enough. Says he: "You will never get out of it unless you look to Christ." Then, lifting his eyes, he cried, as 
only a Primitive Methodist could do, "Look, look, look!" I saw at once the way of salvation. O, how I did leap for joy at 
that moment! I know not what else he said, I was so possessed with that one thought. ... I looked until I could almost 
have looked my eyes away, and in heaven I will look on still, in my joy unspeakable. 
- Taken from Charles H. Spurgeon: His Faith and Works, H.L. Wayland, 1892. 
 
 
C.S. Lewis on His Conversion 
"I know very well when, but hardly how, the final step was taken. I was driven into Whipsnade one sunny morning. 
When we set out I did not believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and when we reached the zoo I did. And yet I 
had not exactly spent the journey in thought. Nor in great emotion. “Emotional” is perhaps the last word we can apply 
to some of the most important events. It was more like when a man, after long sleep, still lying motionless in bed, 
becomes aware that he is now awake. And it was, like that moment on top of the bus, ambiguous. Freedom, or 
necessity? Or do they differ at their maximum? 
- C.S. Lewis, Surprised by Joy: The Shape of My Early Life, 1955, p. 237. 
 
 
Augustine’s Conversion 
By Ray Stedman 
 
Augustine was a young man in the 4th century who was what we would call a swinger. He lived a wild, carousing life, 
running around with evil companions, doing everything they were doing. He forbade himself nothing, went into anything 
and everything. And, as people still do today, he came to hate himself for it. One day he was with his friend in a garden, 
and he walked up and down, bemoaning his inability to change. "O, tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow! How can I free 
myself from these terrible urges within me that drive me to the things that hurt me!" And in his despair, as he walked in 
the garden, he suddenly heard what he thought was the voice of a child -- perhaps some children were playing in the 
garden next door -- and the voice said, "Take and read, take and read." He could not remember any children's games 
with words like that, but the words stuck. He went back to the table and found lying on it a copy of Paul's letter to the 
Romans. He flipped it open, and these were the words he read: “Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in 
orgies, and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe 
yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ...” 
 
Augustine said that at that moment he opened his life to Christ. He had known about Him, but had never surrendered 
to Him. But that moment he did, and he felt the healing touch from Christ cleansing his life. He was never the same 
man again. He went on to become one of the greatest Christians of all time--Saint Augustine. 
 
 
Excerpt from "The Chariot Sermon" 
Pastor Steve Bush - Sermon on September 6, 2015 
 
Acts 8:40 (ESV) "But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns 
until he came to Caesarea." (Philip's still there 20+ years later--See Acts 21:7-8.) "Chew on this: Philip's colleague, 
Stephen, is stoned to death with Saul's approval. Christians flee Jerusalem to escape Saul's rampage and Philip's 
among them. Revival breaks out in Samaria. Then on a desert road, he leads an African Official to Christ. Philip ends 
up in the coastal city of Caesarea, finds a wife, settles down there, and raises four godly daughters. Then when the 
Apostle Paul (the former Saul) eventually comes to town, bound for arrest in Jerusalem, he stays at Philip's house! 
Paul may have asked, 'How'd you end up here Philip?' Philip may have replied, 'Well dude you had something to do 
with that!' God's roads may seem peculiar, mysterious, serendipitous, and full of detours but they all lead straight to 
where He wants them. What a privilege to walk those roads together and share Christ with all who'll listen..." 
 
 
Theological Note on Eunuchs, Acts 8:26-27 
ESV Study Bible 
 
Acts 8:26-27: Gaza was the last watering place before the desert on the road from Jerusalem to Egypt. Ethiopia was 
the ancient Nubian Kingdom, south of Aswan on the Nile. The designation eunuch could have been a mere title (for 
"treasurer" or trusted royal servant), or could refer to his having been emasculated. Since he has been to Jerusalem to 



worship, the eunuch was probably a "God-fearer," a Gentile who worshiped Israel's God but had not become a full 
convert ("proselyte"). As eunuch, he would have been barred from the inner courts of the temple, which makes reading 
"the prophet Isaiah" (v. 28) especially significant. Isaiah held out the promise that God would grant devout eunuchs a 
heritage "better than sons and daughters" (Isaiah 56:3-5). 
- Theological Note on Acts 8:26-27, ESV Study Bible, Crossway, p. 2097. 
 
 
The Edward Kimball Story 
By Charles Stanley 
 
You do not have to be famous, clever, or rich to affect the lives of others.  All you must do is walk in the good works 
which God has determined for your life (Ephesians 2:10).  You can have an eternal impact when you do. 
 
Edward Kimball did. 
 
Like those who listened to Christ in his day, Kimball was an ordinary man. A Sunday school teacher, he was impressed 
one day to share the good news with a Boston shoe clerk. After nervously pacing outside the store several times before 
entering, he found the young man in the storage room. Kimball shared God’s love, and the clerk received Christ as his 
Savior. 
 
That was 1858, and the clerk’s name was Dwight L. Moody, who God greatly used as a Bible evangelist and teacher. 
But the story does not stop there. 
 
Several years later, a pastor named Fredrick B. Meyer was stirred by Moody’s teaching and launched a nationwide 
preaching ministry. 
 
After listening to Meyer, a college student named Wilbur Chapman accepted Christ.  Chapman later employed former 
ballplayer Billy Sunday as an evangelist while Chapman worked for the YMCA. 
 
Following a campaign conducted by Billy Sunday in Charlotte, North Carolina, a group of enthusiastic businessmen 
(who attended Sunday’s revival) sponsored a crusade under the leadership of Mordecai Hamm. In that audience one 
night, a young man received Christ. 
 
His name was Billy Graham. 
 
It all began with a simple witness of a Sunday school teacher, Edward Kimball. 
 
You may never know the influence for Christ you have on others. That is God’s business. But if you are available and 
obedient, you can make a difference that counts for all eternity. 
- This story was taken from a letter written by Charles F. Stanley on behalf of In Touch Ministries. 

 


