
The Prayer God Always Answers 
 
Exodus 34:5-7 – God’s self-description 

• The Jewish people (descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) lived as slaves in Egypt 
for about 400 years. 

• During this time, how well did parents pass on to their children the faith of their 
fathers? 

• The Jews were immersed in the culture of the Egyptians. The Egyptian people 
worshipped dozens of gods and goddesses. 

• God raised up Moses to deliver them from bondage and to take the Jews to the land He 
promised to Abraham. 

• 10 plagues were inflicted on Pharaoh and the Egyptians (water to blood, frogs, 
lice/gnats, flies, Egyptian livestock die, boils on Egyptians and animals, hail and lightning, 
locusts, locusts, darkness, death of firstborn children). Scholars believe these plagues 
were a direct “assault” on the most revered gods of Egypt. 

• But for the Jews, they were spared from the misery of these plagues. Particularly from 
the last plague because those who obeyed the stipulations of the Passover (unleavened 
bread, blood of the lamb on the doorposts of their homes) the angel of death “passed 
over” their firstborn. 

• Imagine the “fear of God” this caused in the Jewish people. Who is this God? What 
power He has! 

• The story goes on from there…the Jews leave, they were led by a pillar of cloud during 
the day and a pillar of fire at night. Basically a funnel cloud and a continuous bolt of 
lightning. The Red Sea parts before them, they cross over safely but the armies of 
Pharaoh are drowned.  

• They eventually come to Mt. Sinai where God meets with them to deliver the 
requirements of the law, the 10 commandments and all the other rules and regulations. 
The mountain is engulfed with a thick cloud, its quakes, there’s lightning, thunder, and a 
very loud trumpet blast.  

• The people were so terrified, they begged Moses to talk to God and report back to 
them. They did not want to subject themselves to God’s direct voice. IT was more than 
they could bear. 

• At one point during this time at Sinai, God called Moses up to the top of the mountain. 
Listen to this description from Exodus Chapter 24: 
 
15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The 
glory of the Lord dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the 
seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of 
the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight 
of the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And 
Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 
 



• During this time God gave Moses more specific instructions for the construction of the 
tabernacle and the requirements for worship. 

• Unfortunately, while Moses was with God during that 40 days, the people became 
impatient, made a golden calf, and began to worship it. Then they had a party that 
turned into an orgy. So much for their fear of God! 

• Moses came down from the mountain after 40 days and became very angry when he 
saw what the Jewish people had done. He threw down the two tablets of stone that 
contained the 10 Commandments and broke them. Moses ground up the golden calf, 
sprinkled the gold dust on their water and made the people drink it. He turned the 
Levites loose with their swords and they killed 3,000 people. On top of that a plague 
broke out (possibly from drinking the gold dust water) and presumably many more died. 

• After all this, it would be understandable for the people to have a view of God that is all 
fear and fury. This is a vengeful and wrathful deity! 

• Moses went back to God to intercede for the people. He asked God to spare them and 
to go with them…to please be patient and to not leave them out in the desert for them 
to die. Moses also pleaded with God to show him God’s glory. Moses needed 
inspiration! God said He would indeed reveal Himself to Moses, and He told Moses to be 
ready the next day.  

• Exodus 34, starting in verse 5, describes the meeting like this: 
 
5 The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name 
of the Lord. 6 The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands (in other places “to a thousand 
generations”), forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means 
clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's 
children, to the third and the fourth generation.” 8 And Moses quickly bowed his head 
toward the earth and worshiped.  
 

• So even though everything Moses and the children of Abraham had witnessed and 
experienced up to that point gave them reason to be terrified of this awesome being, 
God’s description of Himself oozes with goodness, compassion, forgiveness, grace, and 
mercy. If you do the math from God’s self-description above, his goodness outweighs 
his wrath 250 to 1. 

• In spite of their sin, He is forgiving and merciful. He extends mercy and grace to sinful 
people like them…and like us. 

 
Definitions: 

• Mercy, grace, love, patience, faithfulness, and forgiveness, these are all facets of the 
wonderful diamond that is God’s infinite goodness. God is love, God is good. Other 
words that are used in the Bible for God’s goodness include kindness, pity, compassion, 
and longsuffering. Even in His necessary execution of justice and wrath God is infinitely 
good. God wouldn’t be infinitely good if He didn’t hate all that is evil. 



• In scripture, grace and mercy are often paired together. They really are two sides of the 
same coin. For our purposes today: 

o Grace – When God gives us good things we don’t deserve. It is His unmerited 
favor shown to his people. 
Ephesians 2:8 - For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God 

o Mercy – When God does not allow us to suffer the justice we are due. He with-
holds punishment and spares us the consequences of sin in ourselves or others.  

§ We sing about God’s mercy a lot. 2 examples: 
• Psalm 23:6 – Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 

days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
• Psalm 100:5 - For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his 

truth endureth to all generations (KJV). 
§ Perhaps the best description of mercy is in Psalm 145:8-9, 13-20 -   

8    The Lord is gracious and merciful,  
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
9   The Lord is good to all,   
    and his mercy is over all that he has made.  
13b  [The LORD is faithful in all his words 
    and kind in all his works.] 
14 The LORD upholds all who are falling 
    and raises up all who are bowed down. 
15 The eyes of all look to you, 
    and you give them their food in due season. 
16 You open your hand; 
    you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways 
    and kind in all his works. 
18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 
    to all who call on him in truth. 
19 He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; 
    he also hears their cry and saves them. 
20 The LORD preserves all who love him, 
    but all the wicked he will destroy. 
 

§ “The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed 
down.” Remember that mercy is God withholding the penalty caused by 
sin. There is suffering in the world because of sin…our sin or the sin of 
others, particularly Adam. Creation groans (suffers) due to sin. So when 
God has mercy on his creatures, he is graciously mitigating or reducing 
the results of sin so that he can get glory for himself. 

 
  



Isaiah 30 – God’s call to Israel and His promise to have mercy 
• Back to the story of the Jewish nation…700 years later they have been dwelling in the 

promised land, but they have fallen into apostacy. In spite of God’s goodness to them, 
they have been seduced by the people whom they were supposed to conquer. They 
have been worshipping their gods, have forgotten about justice and fulfilling the law, 
and have forgotten about the God who took them from slavery in Egypt into a land 
flowing with milk and honey. 

• To discipline them for their unfaithfulness, God is going to allow the Assyrian armies to 
invade and take them captive. 

• Instead of repenting and turning back to God, as Isaiah and the other prophets have 
been warning them to do, the leadership is turning to Egypt, their former captors, for 
help. 

• In the first half of Chapter 30, Isaiah (through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit) rebukes 
the rebellious leaders and warns them to repent and turn to the Lord. Then, starting in 
verse 18 he says this: 
 
      18  Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you,  

and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you.  
For the Lord is a God of justice;  
blessed are all those who wait for him.  
19 For a people shall dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. He will 
surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry. As soon as he hears it, he 
answers you. 20 And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity and the water 
of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself anymore, but your eyes shall see 
your Teacher. 21 And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the 
way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left.  
 

• Vs. 18 - “The Lord waits to be gracious to you, and He exalts Himself to show mercy to 
you…” This is always true. God is an infinite reservoir of mercy, and he extends mercy 
when sinners cry out to Him. He exalts himself to show mercy. Mercy is the best 
representation of his character. 

• Vs. 19 - “He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry. As soon as he hears 
it, he answers you.” Can you picture the Almighty God searching the earth for those 
crying out to him for mercy? He delights to answer that prayer! 
 

Examples 
 

• “Lord have mercy” is the most often repeated prayer in the Bible. 
• “Lord have mercy” is the prayer God will always answer. Examples: 

o David, when he committed adultery with Bathsheba and purposely caused her 
husband to be murdered, cried out to God for mercy and God forgave him. 
Psalm 51, David’s prayer for forgiveness, begins with these words: “Have mercy 



on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 
mercy blot out my transgressions.” 

o In every single case in the gospels, when people cried to Jesus for mercy, Jesus 
answered. Some examples: 

§ Matthew 9:27-31 – two blind men cried “Have mercy on us, Son of 
David,” and he healed them. He did this again later on as indicated in 
Matthew 20:29-34. 

§  Matthew 15:21-28 – A Canaanite woman cried out “Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 
After an interesting verbal exchange with her, Jesus was impressed by 
her faith since she was not a Jew. Her daughter was healed instantly.  

§ Matthew 17:14-18 – A man knelt before Jesus and said “Lord, have mercy 
on my son, for he has seizures and he suffers terribly.” Jesus rebuked the 
demon, it came out of the boy, and he was healed instantly. 

§ Luke 17:11-19 – Ten people with leprosy stood at a distance and cried out 
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” Jesus told them to go show 
themselves to the local priest and as they went they were cleansed of 
their leprosy. 

o Jesus always responded with compassion to those who humbled themselves and 
cried out for mercy. He still does today. Listen to this passage from Hebrews 
4:14-16 and take it to heart: 
 
14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. 

 
How to pray for mercy 
 

• Knowing that Jesus never did and never will ignore a prayer for mercy, how should we 
pray? 

• The general model is given in this passage from Luke 18:9-14: 
 
9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even 
like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax 
collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 
one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 



 
• That’s it. That’s the prayer: “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” The version I have 

prayed for years is called the Arrow Prayer. It has its roots in the Eastern Orthodox 
Church: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner!” In either case, you 
are turning to the Almighty God, confessing your unworthiness as a sinner, and asking 
for His mercy. 

• But, there are conditions. I think the best way to consider the conditions is to return to 
the passage in Isaiah 30, verse 15: 
 
15  For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be 
saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 
 

• There are 4 components: returning, rest, quietness, and trust 
o Returning – Turn around, repent. Your sin, or the sin of others, got you here. For 

the people of Israel, they had been worshipping other gods. Then they were on 
their way to Egypt for help instead of turning again to the Lord. Romans 2:4 says 
“Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, 
not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?”  

o Rest – Your methods aren’t working. Cease from your labors. Jesus, in Matthew 
11:28-30 says “28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.” 

o Quietness – I’m going to connect this with grumbling and complaining. Be quiet. 
Stop grumbling. I did a search for the word “grumble” in Exodus and Numbers, 
the two main books that document the travels of the children of Israel after they 
left Egypt on their way to the promised land. It was referenced 15 times. When 
they grumbled, it stirred God’s wrath. Grumbling is the opposite of calling out for 
mercy. Instead of turning to God in humility and depending on Him for help, 
when you grumble you are, in essence, telling God He’s making a mistake by 
allowing what you think you don’t deserve. You are too good for this to happen 
to you. It’s called pride. Grumbling and complaining short circuits mercy. James 
4:6 says “God is opposed to the proud, but he gives grace to the humble.”  

o Trust – Put your confidence in God. How can you best express your confidence? 
By thanking Him even before his answer is obvious. Ephesians 5:20 says to “give 
thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ…” 

• One teacher, when talking about God’s response to our prayer for mercy, likened it to 
dominoes set up in rows. Our sins, and the sins of others often have a domino effect 
where one consequence leads to another. When we pray the prayer for mercy, meeting 
the conditions I outlined above, God will intervene by removing a domino somewhere 
along the line, so that the effect is lessened or removed. 

 



 
 

In closing, 1 Peter 5:6-11 
 

• 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time 
he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be 
sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds 
of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And 
after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 
11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
 

 
 
 


