
LOVING JESUS MEANS OBEYING HIM  
 
I. John 14:15-27 
 
 A. My goal for us today is to gain a better understanding of the absolute total relationship between loving 
our Lord and obeying our Lord. Like our recent walk through First John revealed, love and obedience are 
inseparable. Like faith and works, love and obedience are like two sides of the same coin. 
 
 B. I also want us to see the connection to God's grace; His undeserved favor and love. What's it mean to 
have experienced it, encountered it, and whole heartedly embraced it? Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:10a (AMP) "But 
by the [remarkable] grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not without effect." This former Jewish 
terrorist named Saul, who encountered the risen Christ on the way to imprison and kill Christians, had a head on 
collision with God's grace. It was so bright, it blinded him. It was so powerful, it grounded him. It was so 
remarkable, it changed the whole trajectory of his life. It was not without effect. Had Saul gotten up from the 
ground, stumbled his way into Damascus, hired some seeing-eye thugs, and continued to persecute believers, we'd 
be saying that God's grace towards Saul was totally without effect. God's grace was amusing but not amazing. 
 
 C. If little Zacchaeus went back to tax collecting, we'd say God's grace was without effect. If the Eunuch 
that Philip led to Christ traveled back to Ethiopia unchanged, we'd say God's grace was without effect. If Mary 
Magdalene went back to prostituting, we'd say God's grace was without effect. If the disciples chucked their 
callings and went back to fishing, we'd say God's grace was without effect. We'd say, God's grace was amusing but 
not amazing. 
 
 D. John, chapters 13-17, take place at the Last Supper. It's here Jesus washes His disciples' feet, institutes 
the First Communion, and where Judas leaves to betray Him. And it's here Jesus prays for Himself, His disciples, 
and ultimately for us. 
 
 E. John 14:15-27 (ESV) is our main text... 
 
  1) V15: 15 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. (Jesus leaves no wiggle room. Here's 
more: John 15:10 (ESV) 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's 
commandments and abide in His love. 1 John 2:3-6 (ESV) 3 And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we 
keep His commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know Him” but does not keep His commandments is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him, 5 but whoever keeps His word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in Him: 
6 whoever says he abides in Him ought to walk in the same way in which He walked. 1 John 3:24 (ESV) 24 Whoever keeps 
His commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has 
given us. 1 John 5:1-3 (ESV) 1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the Father loves whoever has been born of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and obey His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments 
are not burdensome. 2 John 1:6 (ESV) 6 And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments; this is the 
commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it. (Stay tuned for more..) 
 
  2) V16-18: (Next Jesus seems to shift gears but does He? Not really...) 16 And I will ask the Father, 
and He will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, (The Amplified renders V16: "And I will ask the Father, and He 
will give you another Helper (Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor—Counselor, Strengthener, Standby to be with you forever.") 
17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. You know Him, for 
He dwells with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. (The Greek word translated as 
Helper, Comforter, Advocate, etc. is "Parakletos" In English: "Paraclete." (Not a colorful talking bird!) A note in the 
NIV Study Bible says the Paraclete is One sent to help those in trouble with the law; more than a defense 
counselor. If you break the law or refuse to obey the law, you're in trouble with the law. The Paraclete empowers 
and enables us to obey what God has commanded us to obey. "Let us therefore follow after the Spirit and not carry out 
the deeds of flesh!") 
 
  3) V19-20: 19 Yet a little while and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, 
you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. (What a wonderful 
reassuring promise!) 
 
  4) V21-26: (Jesus isn't done with the correlation between loving Him and obeying Him.) 
21 Whoever has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My 
Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, how is it that You will 
manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My 
Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love Me does not keep 
My words. And the word that you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me. 25 These things I have spoken to you while 



I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, (Paraclete) the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you 
all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. (Still no wiggle room!) 
 
  5) V27: (And finally Jesus talks about a special kind of Peace. Shalom. A peace that includes 
welfare, wholeness, and all things good from God.) 27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. Not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. (God's peace surpasses all 
understanding!) 
 
 F. Let me share with you a little parable I wrote about a boy named, Ikaycheekoo. 
The wealthiest man in an African village had a son named, Ikaycheekoo. Ikaycheekoo grew up learning about 
Jesus. His father and mother taught him the Scriptures from birth. Despite Ikaycheekoo knowing right from wrong, 
he began stealing food from the village market. Each night Ikaycheekoo brought his stolen goods home and hid 
them under his bed. Before enjoying each snack, he'd say grace and between each bite he'd ask God to forgive him 
for stealing. But his nightly thievery continued. Soon the owner announced his marketplace would be closing. It 
seems Ikaycheekoo was not the only thief in his village and the market's losses meant there was no profit. But 
Ikaycheekoo was not too sad the market was closing because he reasoned to himself, 'If the market closes, and I 
can't steal from them anymore, then I'll no longer be a thief.' But the evening before the market closed, he was 
caught. His father was devastated. Despite his tears of remorse, Ikaycheekoo now had to face the consequences. 
He said to his papa, "If I had not been caught, tomorrow I would've no longer been a thief!" But then his father 
quoted Jesus from the Sermon on the Mount: "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not 
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister 
will be subject to judgment." “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who 
looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart." With tears streaming down his face, his 
father said, "Ikaycheekoo, my son, before you became a thief with your hands, you became a thief in your heart." 
And the police took the weeping boy away. For Ikaycheekoo, God's grace was without effect. 
 
 G. Romans 6:1-23 (NLT) should challenge us all the way home. Here Paul explains how grace has the power 
over sin and why it should not be without effect. It will be our long but powerful Benediction: 1 Well then, should we 
keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of His wonderful grace? 2 Of course not! Since we have died to 
sin, how can we continue to live in it? 3 Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we 
joined Him in His death? 4 For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. 5 Since we have been united with Him in His death, we 
will also be raised to life as He was. 6 We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its 
power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. 
8 And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with Him. 9 We are sure of this because Christ was raised from 
the dead, and He will never die again. Death no longer has any power over Him. 10 When He died, He died once to break 
the power of sin. But now that He lives, He lives for the glory of God. 11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead 
to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus. 12 Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful 
desires. 13 Do not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to 
God, for you were dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the 
glory of God. 14 Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the law. Instead, you live 
under the freedom of God’s grace. 15 Well then, since God’s grace has set us free from the law, does that mean we can go 
on sinning? Of course not! 16 Don’t you realize that you become the slave of whatever you choose to obey? You can be a 
slave to sin, which leads to death, or you can choose to obey God, which leads to righteous living. 17 Thank God! Once you 
were slaves of sin, but now you wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have given you. 18 Now you are free from your 
slavery to sin, and you have become slaves to righteous living. 19 Because of the weakness of your human nature, I am 
using the illustration of slavery to help you understand all this. Previously, you let yourselves be slaves to impurity and 
lawlessness, which led ever deeper into sin. Now you must give yourselves to be slaves to righteous living so that you will 
become holy. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the obligation to do right. 21 And what was the result? 
You are now ashamed of the things you used to do, things that end in eternal doom. 22 But now you are free from the power 
of sin and have become slaves of God. Now you do those things that lead to holiness and result in eternal life. 23 For the 
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
* Close with Prayer...  
 
 
Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
John 14:15-27 (ESV) 
15 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, 
to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor 
knows Him. You know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to 



you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In 
that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has My commandments and 
keeps them, he it is who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest 
Myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the 
world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will 
come to him and make Our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love Me does not keep My words. And the word that 
you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me. 25 These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 
26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do 
I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
 
John 15:10 (ESV) 
10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide 
in His love. 
 
1 John 2:3-6 (ESV) 
3 And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know Him” 
but does not keep His commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps His word, in him truly 
the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in Him: 6 whoever says he abides in Him ought to walk 
in the same way in which He walked. 
 
1 John 3:24 (ESV) 
24 Whoever keeps His commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by 
the Spirit whom He has given us. 
 
1 John 5:1-3 (ESV) 
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves 
whoever has been born of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey His 
commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not 
burdensome. 
 
2 John 1:6 (ESV) 
6 And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments; this is the commandment, just as you have heard 
from the beginning, so that you should walk in it. 
 
Romans 6:1-23 (NLT) 
6 Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of His wonderful grace? 2 Of course 
not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it? 3 Or have you forgotten that when we were joined 
with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined Him in His death? 4 For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. 5 Since 
we have been united with Him in His death, we will also be raised to life as He was. 6 We know that our old sinful selves 
were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we 
died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. 8 And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with 
Him. 9 We are sure of this because Christ was raised from the dead, and He will never die again. Death no longer has 
any power over Him. 10 When He died, He died once to break the power of sin. But now that He lives, He lives for the 
glory of God. 11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ 
Jesus. 12 Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. 13 Do not let any part of your body 
become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you 
have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God. 14 Sin is no longer your 
master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the law. Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace. 
15 Well then, since God’s grace has set us free from the law, does that mean we can go on sinning? Of course not! 
16 Don’t you realize that you become the slave of whatever you choose to obey? You can be a slave to sin, which 
leads to death, or you can choose to obey God, which leads to righteous living. 17 Thank God! Once you were slaves 
of sin, but now you wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have given you. 18 Now you are free from your slavery to 
sin, and you have become slaves to righteous living. 19 Because of the weakness of your human nature, I am using 
the illustration of slavery to help you understand all this. Previously, you let yourselves be slaves to impurity and 
lawlessness, which led ever deeper into sin. Now you must give yourselves to be slaves to righteous living so that you 
will become holy. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the obligation to do right. 21 And what was the 
result? You are now ashamed of the things you used to do, things that end in eternal doom. 22 But now you are free 



from the power of sin and have become slaves of God. Now you do those things that lead to holiness and result in 
eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
If You're Really A Christian, You'll Obey God - Greg Laurie 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mZGB2flH08  
 
Abiding in Obedience, in Love (Sermon Excerpt) - Charles Spurgeon 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4uDiX7Hs8U 
 
God's Love is NOT Unconditional - R.C. Sproul & John MacArthur 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcOzTZUOBn0 
 
Can We Say "Christ Died For You" to Everyone? (Q&A with John Piper) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vV64EyiawU4  
 
 
 
Bonus Stuff  
 
1 John 3:4-10 (AMP) 
4 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness [ignoring God’s law by action or 
neglect or by tolerating wrongdoing—being unrestrained by His commands and His will]. 5 You know that He appeared 
[in visible form as a man] in order to take away sins; and in Him there is [absolutely] no sin [for He has neither the sin 
nature nor has He committed sin or acts worthy of blame]. 6 No one who abides in Him [who remains united in fellowship 
with Him—deliberately, knowingly, and habitually] practices sin. No one who habitually sins has seen Him or known 
Him. 7 Little children (believers, dear ones), do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who practices righteousness 
[the one who strives to live a consistently honorable life—in private as well as in public—and to conform to God’s 
precepts] is righteous, just as He is righteous. 8 The one who practices sin [separating himself from God, and offending 
Him by acts of disobedience, indifference, or rebellion] is of the devil [and takes his inner character and moral values 
from him, not God]; for the devil has sinned and violated God’s law from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for 
this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one who is born of God [deliberately, knowingly, and habitually] 
practices sin, because God’s seed [His principle of life, the essence of His righteous character] remains [permanently] 
in him [who is born again—who is reborn from above—spiritually transformed, renewed, and set apart for His purpose]; 
and he [who is born again] cannot habitually [live a life characterized by] sin, because he is born of God and longs to 
please Him. 10 By this the children of God and the children of the devil are clearly identified: anyone who does not 
practice righteousness [who does not seek God’s will in thought, action, and purpose] is not of God, nor is the one who 
does not [unselfishly] love his [believing] brother. 
 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (ESV) 
4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall 
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
 
Quote from A.W. Tozer 
"Our Lord told His disciples that love and obedience were organically united. The final test of love is obedience." 
 
Quote by Martin Lloyd-Jones 
"Love is not just a sentiment. Love is a great controlling passion and it always expresses itself in terms of obedience." 
 
Quote by Charles Spurgeon 
"It is not for me to rise up and go in rebellion against His wishes. If He be a Father, let me note His commands, and let 
me reverentially obey. If He has said "Do this," let me do it, not because I dread Him, but because I love Him. And if 
He forbids me to do anything, let me avoid it." 
 
  



Quote by Ed Cole 
A passion for God isn't necessarily the same as abiding in God; it must be coupled with obedience to be true love for 
God." 
 
Quote by Sinclair Ferguson 
"There is no such thing as genuine knowledge of God that does not show itself in obedience to His Word and will. The 
person who wants to know God but who has no heart to obey Him will never enter the sacred courts where God reveals 
Himself to the soul of man. God does not give divine knowledge to those who have no desire to glorify Him." 
 
Quote by Watchman Nee 
"God wants us to love Him more than our Isaac." 
 
Quote by A.W. Tozer 
"It is altogether doubtful whether any man can be saved who comes to Christ for His help with no intention to obey 
Him." 
 
 
Obedient Love 
By Derek Cazel 
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/obedient-love/ 
 
Perhaps no subject in history has been discussed more than love. Yet love remains one of the most misunderstood 
concepts in our culture. On a daily basis, through music, movies, and television, society discusses love as virtue, love 
as vice, love as physical intimacy, but mainly society speaks of love as an emotion. The Bible, however, describes love 
as something greater than just a feeling. The apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 13 that without love, his 
accomplishments and talents mean nothing. Through Paul’s teaching we learn that our actions, if unaccompanied by 
godly love, have no value. 
 
Why are the biblical view and the world’s view of love so different? Primarily, the biblical view of love involves sacrifice. 
If we love God, we are to be His obedient children. Though we may fail in our efforts from time to time, through our 
obedience, we demonstrate our love for God. The love the world knows is a love that is self-gratifying and does not 
require obedience to anyone or anything. 
 
The war between flesh and spirit is a war of allegiance. If we would give in to the flesh, our definition of love would 
follow the world’s definition, namely, that nothing is greater than our desires and ourselves. It would allow us to sin with 
impunity. However, Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends” 
(John 15:13). Jesus’ life was a model of perfect, obedient love. One of the greatest examples of obedient love the world 
has ever witnessed occurred in the garden of Gethsemane, when Jesus, face to face with humiliation and death, 
prayed, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will” (Matt. 26:39). 
The love Jesus has for the Father defines His allegiance. 
 
Out of love, Jesus acted in accordance to His Father’s will. Similarly, our Lord commands that we follow His example. 
In John 15, Jesus describes Himself as the true vine and those who obey His commands as the branches. We must 
realize that our life’s efforts are ultimately fruitless and amount to nothing when we do not possess the love of God. 
 
The ungodly love of the world is like noisy gongs and clanging cymbals. Let us love one another, then, in obedience to 
our Lord, whose example of true love we are to manifest as His representatives to a disobedient world. 
- Article by Derek Cazel, Tabletalk Magazine, Ligonier Ministries, November 2005. 
 
 
The NAS New Testament Greek Lexicon - Parakletos 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/parakletos.html 
 
Strong's Number: 3875 
Original Word: παράκλητος, ου, ὁ 
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine;  
Transliteration: paraklétos; Phonetic Spelling: (par-ak'-lay-tos) 
 
Definition 
1. summoned, called to one's side, esp. called to one's aid. 



 a. one who pleads another's cause before a judge, a pleader, counsel for defense, legal assistant, an 
advocate. 
 b. one who pleads another's cause with one, an intercessor. 
1. of Christ in His exaltation at God's right hand, pleading with God the Father for the pardon of our sins. 
 c. in the widest sense, a helper, succourer, aider, assistant. 
 1. of the Holy Spirit destined to take the place of Christ with the apostles (after His ascension to the Father), 
to lead them to a deeper knowledge of the gospel truth, and give them divine strength needed to enable them to 
undergo trials and persecutions on behalf of the divine kingdom. 
 
 
What Does It Mean that the Holy Spirit Is Our Paraclete? 
By S. Michael Houdmann 
https://www.gotquestions.org/paraclete-Holy-Spirit.html 
 
Question: "What does it mean that the Holy Spirit is our Paraclete?" 
 
Answer: After Jesus announced to His disciples that He would be leaving them soon, He then gave them a statement 
of great encouragement: “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the 
Spirit of Truth” (John 14:16–17). 
 
The Greek word translated “Comforter” or “Counselor” (as found in John 14:16, 26; 15:26; and 16:7) is parakletos. This 
form of the word is unquestionably passive and properly means “one called to the side of another”; the word carries a 
secondary notion concerning the purpose of the calling alongside: to counsel or support the one who needs it. This 
Counselor, or Paraclete, is God the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity who has been “called to our side.” He is 
a personal being, and He indwells every believer. 
 
During His earthly ministry, Jesus had guided, guarded, and taught His disciples; but now, in John 14—16, He is 
preparing to leave them. He promises that the Spirit of God would come to the disciples and dwell in them, taking the 
place of their Master's physical presence. Jesus called the Spirit “another Comforter”—another of the same kind. The 
Spirit of God is not different from the Son of God in essence, for both are God. 
 
During the Old Testament age, the Spirit of God would come on people and then leave them. God’s Spirit departed 
from King Saul (1 Samuel 16:14; 18:12). David, when confessing his sin, asked that the Spirit not be taken from him 
(Psalm 51:11). But when the Spirit was given at Pentecost, He came to God’s people to remain with them forever. We 
may grieve the Holy Spirit, but He will not leave us. As Jesus said in Matthew 28:20, “Surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” How is He with us when He is in heaven, seated at the right hand of the Father? He is with us 
by His Spirit (the Helper—the Parakletos). 
 
To have the Holy Spirit as our Paraclete is to have God Himself indwelling us as believers. The Spirit teaches us the 
Word and guides us into truth. He reminds us of what Jesus has taught so that we can depend on His Word in the 
difficult times of life. The Spirit works in us to give us His peace (John 14:27), His love (John 15:9–10), and His joy 
(John 15:11). He comforts our hearts and minds in a troubled world. The power of the indwelling Paraclete gives us the 
ability to live by the Spirit and “not gratify the desires of the sinful flesh” (Galatians 5:16). The Spirit can then produce 
His fruit in our lives (Galatians 5:22–23) to the glory of God the Father. What a blessing to have the Holy Spirit in our 
lives as our Paraclete—our Comforter, our Encourager, our Counselor, and our Advocate! 
- While he is not the author of every article on GotQuestions.org, for citation purposes, you may reference our CEO, S. Michael Houdmann. 
 


