
THE PURPOSE OF INCARNATION WAS REDEMPTION 
 
I. Ephesians 1:3-10   Colossians 1:13-14   Titus 2:11-14 
 
 A. In our end of town there are three houses being rebuilt. One house on the canal was nearly destroyed 
by fire. Another home was nearly destroyed by cats. (I'm exaggerating a little.) We see dumpsters filling up with 
gutted walls and damaged debris. We see new lumber being hauled in. We see new windows and doors being 
installed. We hear the sounds of reconstruction--power saws, hammer drills, and nail guns. Trees and bushes are 
being trimmed or cut down. Two of these houses could've easily been condemned and torn down, but are being 
rebuilt. What's another good name for all this? Redemption! Redemption means to buy back, pay the price, restore 
and set free.  
 
 B. Jesus was sent to earth by God to redeem us from impending destruction. We had been condemned. 
We were slated for demolition. We were deep in debt to sin, too deep to dig ourselves out--like exorbitant back 
taxes far exceeding our inherent worth. But God the Son, our Maker and Creator, came on a mission of redemption. 
His vision for us wasn't one of destruction, His was one of rescue, reclaiming, and remaking! The purpose of 
incarnation clearly was redemption! Don't let that be lost in the glitter, glitz, lights, and pageantry of this season! 
 
 C. Ephesians 1:3-10 (ESV) encapsulates Jesus' redemptive plan for us: 
 
  1) V3-6: 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, (Already and not yet.) 4 even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us for adoption to Himself as sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, 6 to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed 
us in the Beloved. (Turning orphans or slaves into sons and daughters is an extraordinary form of redemption!) 
 
  2) V7-10: 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 
to the riches of His grace, 8 which He lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of His 
will, according to His purpose, which He set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. (Yes--we have redemption through His blood!) 
 
 D. Walking by those neighborhood home projects we might ask, "Whose paying for this?" "Whoever 
bought these places must have some money!" And when we consider the redemption of our lives, we might ask, 
"Whose paying for this and why?" Answer: Jesus, with mercy and love, has paid for it in full, with His blood, shed 
on the cross! V7-8a again: "In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of His grace, which He lavished upon us..." 1 Peter 1:18-19 (NASB) affirms: "You were not redeemed with 
perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a 
lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. (The God of the universe becomes a man and dies for us!) 
 
 E.  We should all bristle at any notion that somehow we were worth it. That Jesus came to redeem us 
because of our inherent value. Or that God somehow needed us and had no choice but to come and spare us from 
condemnation and destruction. But the truth is, if not for God's undeserved love and mercy (Grace!) we'd be bound 
for bitter ends. C.S. Lewis said: “Non-Christians seem to think that the Incarnation implies some particular merit or 
excellence in humanity. But of course it implies just the reverse: a particular demerit and depravity. No creature that 
deserved Redemption would need to be redeemed. They that are whole need not the physician. Christ died for men 
precisely because men are not worth dying for; to make them worth it.” (Jesus is not only the reason for the season, He's 
the reason for all seasons, even for all times!) 
 
 F. Colossians 1:13-14 (AMP) nails it down even more: 13 For He has rescued us and has drawn us to Himself 
from the dominion of darkness, and has transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption 
[because of His sacrifice, resulting in] the forgiveness of our sins [and the cancellation of sins’ penalty]. 
 
 G. John Piper says this about Christmas: "Christmas means that a King has been born, conceived in the womb 
of a virgin. And this King will reign over an everlasting kingdom that will be made up of millions and millions of saved sinners. 
The reason that this everlasting, virgin-born King can reign over a kingdom of sinners is because He was born precisely to 
die. And He did die. He died in our place and bore our sin and provided our righteousness and took away the wrath of God 
and defeated the evil one so that anyone, anywhere, of any kind can turn from the treason of sin to the true King, and put 
their faith in Him, and have everlasting joy." 
 
  
  



H. Listen to a powerful story of redemption by Leslie B. Flynn: 
 
 An orphaned boy was living with his grandmother when their house caught fire. The grandmother, trying to get 
upstairs to rescue the boy, perished in the flames. The boy’s cries for help were finally answered by a man who climbed an 
iron drainpipe and came back down with the boy hanging tightly to his neck. 
 
 Several weeks later, a public hearing was held to determine who would receive custody of the child. A farmer, a 
teacher, and the town’s wealthiest citizen all gave the reasons they felt they should be chosen to give the boy a home. But as 
they talked, the lad’s eyes remained focused on the floor. Then a stranger walked to the front and slowly took his hands from 
his pockets, revealing severe scars on them. As the crowd gasped, the boy cried out in recognition. This was the man who 
had saved his life. His hands had been burned when he climbed the hot pipe. With a leap the boy threw his arms around the 
man’s neck and held on for dear life. The other men silently walked away, leaving the boy and his rescuer alone. Those marred 
hands had settled the issue. 
 
 I. Titus 2:11-14 (AMP) Takes us all the way home: 11 For the [remarkable, undeserved] grace of God that brings 
salvation has appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us to reject ungodliness and worldly (immoral) desires, and to live sensible, 
upright, and godly lives [lives with a purpose that reflect spiritual maturity] in this present age, 13 awaiting and confidently 
expecting the [fulfillment of our] blessed hope and the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who 
[willingly] gave Himself [to be crucified] on our behalf to redeem us and purchase our freedom from all wickedness, and to 
purify for Himself a chosen and very special people to be His own possession, who are enthusiastic for doing what is good. 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 
Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Ephesians 1:3-10 (ESV) 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places, 4 even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us for adoption to Himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to 
the purpose of His will, 6 to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, 8 which 
He lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of His will, according to His purpose, 
which He set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and things 
on earth. 
 
Colossians 1:13-14 (AMP) 
13 For He has rescued us and has drawn us to Himself from the dominion of darkness, and has transferred us to the 
kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption [because of His sacrifice, resulting in] the forgiveness of 
our sins [and the cancellation of sins’ penalty]. 
 
Titus 2:11-14 (AMP) 
11 For the [remarkable, undeserved] grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us to 
reject ungodliness and worldly (immoral) desires, and to live sensible, upright, and godly lives [lives with a purpose that 
reflect spiritual maturity] in this present age, 13 awaiting and confidently expecting the [fulfillment of our] blessed hope 
and the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who [willingly] gave Himself [to be crucified] 
on our behalf to redeem us and purchase our freedom from all wickedness, and to purify for Himself a chosen and very 
special people to be His own possession, who are enthusiastic for doing what is good. 
 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 
“Non-Christians seem to think that the Incarnation implies some particular merit or excellence in humanity. But of course 
it implies just the reverse: a particular demerit and depravity. No creature that deserved Redemption would need to be 
redeemed. They that are whole need not the physician. Christ died for men precisely because men are not worth dying 
for; to make them worth it.” 
 
Marred Hands Settled the Issue 
By Leslie B. Flynn 
 
An orphaned boy was living with his grandmother when their house caught fire. The grandmother, trying to get upstairs 
to rescue the boy, perished in the flames. The boy’s cries for help were finally answered by a man who climbed an iron 
drainpipe and came back down with the boy hanging tightly to his neck. 
 



Several weeks later, a public hearing was held to determine who would receive custody of the child. A farmer, a teacher, 
and the town’s wealthiest citizen all gave the reasons they felt they should be chosen to give the boy a home. But as 
they talked, the lad’s eyes remained focused on the floor. Then a stranger walked to the front and slowly took his hands 
from his pockets, revealing severe scars on them. As the crowd gasped, the boy cried out in recognition. This was the 
man who had saved his life. His hands had been burned when he climbed the hot pipe.  
 
With a leap the boy threw his arms around the man’s neck and held on for dear life. The other men silently walked 
away, leaving the boy and his rescuer alone. Those marred hands had settled the issue. 
 
John Piper on Christmas 
"Christmas means that a King has been born, conceived in the womb of a virgin. And this King will reign over an 
everlasting kingdom that will be made up of millions and millions of saved sinners. The reason that this everlasting, 
virgin-born King can reign over a kingdom of sinners is because He was born precisely to die. And He did die. He died 
in our place and bore our sin and provided our righteousness and took away the wrath of God and defeated the evil 
one so that anyone, anywhere, of any kind can turn from the treason of sin to the true King, and put their faith in Him, 
and have everlasting joy."  
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
God's Story of Redemption - KnowingJesus888 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGxjhUz9Y9c 
 
God's Story of Rescue - Crossroads Kids' Club 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDL3Eq5YWjA 
 
Redemption - John MacArthur 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lHDfCjdTOQ 
 
The Glory of God in the Cross - John Piper 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2A5ljUnAzk 
 
"Redemption Song" - ENCS Music (Songwriters: Hiram Ring, Neli Atiga, Ily Mark Maniano) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2QzBmfQSB3g  
 
Millersport Covenant Church Sermon Podcasts (MP3s on iTunes) 
http://millersportcc.com/feed/podcast 
 
Bonus Stuff  
 
Psalm 107:1-3 (ESV) 
1 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever! 2 Let the redeemed of the Lord 
say so, whom He has redeemed from trouble 3 and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from 
the north and from the south. 
 
1 Peter 1:13-21 (NASB) 
13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought 
to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were 
yours in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 
16 because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 17 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges 
according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18 knowing that you 
were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 
19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For He was foreknown 
before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you 21 who through Him are 
believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
 
Galatians 3:13-14 (ESV) 
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us--for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who 
is hanged on a tree”-- 14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might 
receive the promised Spirit through faith. 
 
  



Romans 3:21-26 (NIV) 
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets 
testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between 
Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the 
shedding of His blood--to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 
forbearance He had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- 26 He did it to demonstrate His righteousness at 
the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 
 
Hebrews 9:11-15 (ESV) 
11 But when Christ appeared as a High Priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and more 
perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 He entered once for all into the holy places, not by 
means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of His own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if 
the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification 
of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish 
to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 15 Therefore He is the Mediator of a new 
covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that 
redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 
 
Quote by A.W. Tozer 
“If man had his way, the plan of redemption would be an endless and bloody conflict. In reality, salvation was bought 
not by Jesus' fist, but by His nail-pierced hands; not by muscle but by love; not by vengeance but by forgiveness; not 
by force but by sacrifice. Jesus Christ our Lord surrendered in order that He might win; He destroyed His enemies by 
dying for them and conquered death by allowing death to conquer Him.” 
 
Quote by A.B. Simpson 
“[The Gospel] tells rebellious men that God is reconciled, that justice is satisfied, that sin has been atoned for, that the 
judgment of the guilty may be revoked, the condemnation of the sinner cancelled, the curse of the Law blotted out, the 
gates of hell closed, the portals of heaven opened wide, the power of sin subdued, the guilty conscience healed, the 
broken heart comforted, the sorrow and misery of the Fall undone."  
 
Quote by Watchman Nee 
Christ is the Son of God who died for the redemption of sinners and resurrected after three days. This is the greatest 
truth in the universe. I die because of my belief in Christ." 
 
Quote by Charles Hodge 
"A Christian is one who recognizes Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God, as God manifested in the flesh, loving 
us and dying for our redemption; and who is so affected by a sense of the love of this incarnate God as to be constrained 
to make the will of Christ the rule of his obedience, and the glory of Christ the great end for which He lives." 
 
Quote by Elisabeth Elliot 
"We want to avoid suffering, death, sin, ashes. But we live in a world crushed and broken and torn, a world God Himself 
visited to redeem. We receive His poured-out life, and being allowed the high privilege of suffering with Him, may then 
pour ourselves out for others." 
 
Quote by Jonathan Edwards 
"By Christ's purchasing redemption, two things are intended: His satisfaction and His merit; the one pays our debt, and 
so satisfies; the other procures our title, and so merits. The satisfaction of Christ is to free us from misery; the merit of 
Christ is to purchase happiness for us." 
 
Quote by Tim Keller 
"We are continuing God's work of forming, filling, and subduing. Whenever we bring order out of chaos, whenever we 
draw out creative potential, whenever we elaborate and 'unfold' creation beyond where it was when we found it, we are 
following God's pattern of creative cultural development." 
 
Quote by Rick Warren 
“If you want to be used by God, you must care about what God cares about, what He cares about most is the redemption 
of the people He made.” 
 



Our Redemption 
Was obtained for us, at the cross. - Heb. 9:12 
Was sent to us, in the gospel. - Psalm 111:9 
Is known by us, in the present. - 1 Cor. 1:30 
Will be accomplished in us, in the future. - Rom. 8:23 
- George W. Noble, from The Book of 750 Bible and Gospel Studies, 1909, Chicago, IL. 
 
The Lost Boat 
Author Unknown 
 
Tom carried his new boat to the edge of the river. He carefully placed it in the water and slowly let out the string. How 
smoothly the boat sailed! Tom sat in the warm sunshine, admiring the little boat that he had built. Suddenly a strong 
current caught the boat. Tom tried to pull it back to shore, but the string broke. The little boat raced downstream. 
Tom ran along the sandy shore as fast as he could. But his little boat soon slipped out of sight. All afternoon he searched 
for the boat. Finally, when it was too dark to look any longer, Tom sadly went home. 
 
A few days later, on the way home from school, Tom spotted a boat just like his in a store window. When he got closer, 
he could see—sure enough—it was his! Tom hurried to the store manager: “Sir, that’s my boat in your window! I made 
it!” “Sorry, son, but someone else brought it in this morning. If you want it, you’ll have to buy it for one dollar.” Tom ran 
home and counted all his money. Exactly one dollar! When he reached the store, he rushed to the counter. “Here’s the 
money for my boat.” As he left the store, Tom hugged his boat and said, “Now you’re twice mine. First, I made you and 
now I bought you.” 
- Excerpt from Good News Publishers, Westchester, IL. 
	


