
PEACE ON EARTH FROM THE PRINCE OF PEACE 
 
I. Luke 2:8-14  Colossians 1:19-20 
 
 A. Luke 2:8-14 (NKJV) 8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 
which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And 
this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth 
peace, goodwill toward men!” (Peace on earth?! Seriously? How?) Colossians 1:19-20 (ESV) gives the answer: 19 For 
in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth 
or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross. 
 
 B. The Story of The Peace Child, by Missionary Don Richardson... 
 
Don Richardson went to Irian Jaya, now called Papua, New Guinea in 1962. He went as both a missionary and 
anthropologist. His heart's desire was to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with a tribe called the Sawi. It was a mission 
that proved difficult from the start. 
 
The Sawi were a stone age tribe of cruel headhunting cannibals. They would often fatten their captured enemies before 
slaughtering them. (How many of you would like to be sent on a mission like that?) The Sawi had many peculiar traits. They 
held deceitfulness as one of their highest virtues. When they heard the story of Jesus Christ, they actually esteemed Judas 
Iscariot more. Judas was able to penetrate Jesus' inner circle and succeeded in betraying Jesus with a kiss. They viewed 
Judas as heroic.  
 
Richardson became deeply discouraged. He prepared to quit the mission and return home. Members of the Sawi tribe 
begged him to stay but he saw little point. He actually watched 14 bloody battles take place just outside his home. As far as 
he was concerned, it was over and he had failed. 
 
But then he witnessed a peculiar tribal ceremony take place with an enemy tribe called the Haenam. As the tribes faced one 
another in silence, the chief of the Sawi suddenly turned, grabbed his infant son from his wife's arms as she screamed in 
horror. The chief held the baby in the air and then handed him to the chief of the Haenam. When Richardson asked what 
this meant, he was told the child would be renamed and raised by the Haenam as their own. He'd be called The Peace 
Child. And as long as The Peace Child lived, no wars would be fought between the Sawi and the Haenam. 
 
Richardson saw his moment. He gathered the Sawi tribe together. He shared with them that Jesus Christ, God's very own 
Son, was their Peace Child. They got it! A spiritual awakening took place and they began yielding their lives in repentance to 
Christ. Richardson stayed on, from 1962 to 1977. He formulated an alphabet for the Sawi and taught them how to read. He 
translated the entire New Testament into their language, wrote 19 primers, and over half the tribe received Christ. The 
church there thrives and the Gospel has spread to neighboring tribes!  
 
 C. Colossians 1:19-20 once again, this time Amplified Version: 19 For it pleased the Father for all the fullness 
[of deity--the sum total of His essence, all His perfection, powers, and attributes] to dwell [permanently] in Him (the Son), 
20 and through [the intervention of] the Son to reconcile all things to Himself, making peace [with believers] through the 
blood of His cross; through Him, [I say,] whether things on earth or things in heaven. 
 
 D. There's no true and lasting peace horizontally unless there's first peace made vertically. Wars and 
rumors of wars won't cease here below until peace is made with Heaven Above! C.S. Lewis said: "God cannot give us 
a happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. There is no such thing." You might say, 'Hey I never 
declared war on God so why do I need to make peace with Him?!' But here's the truth, you were born God's enemy. 
You were born with Adam's sin and enmity against the One who made you. Satan was your commander and chief, 
the world the battlefield upon which you would fall, and your heart (at its best) was still twisted in hostility against 
your Maker. God declared war on you because of your sin and rebellion against Him. As an enemy combatant, you 
had no means to negotiate peace with God. 
 
 E. But God, from the beginning, had a plan for peace. His would be through His only Son, The Prince of 
Peace. Jesus would indeed become our Peace Child. God would present His only Son as a sacrifice to make peace 
between Him and you! There is no greater love than this! No greater gift!  A greater peace than this you will not 
find! Romans 5:6-11 (NIV) chronicles what The Prince of Peace accomplished for you: 6 You see, at just the right time, 
when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a 
good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s 



wrath through Him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how 
much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through His life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
 F. For those of you who have not made peace with God, now would be a good time. He awaits your 
unconditional surrender. His terms and conditions for peace are this: Lay down your weapons, turn from your 
rebellion, repent from your sins, receive His love and forgiveness, place your faith in His blood shed for you, let His 
Holy Spirit fill you, and become not only His friends, but also His very own sons and daughters! Tomorrow is 
Christmas. Jesus is the Greatest Gift ever given. May The Prince of Peace bless you with Himself, now, tomorrow, 
and forevermore! 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 
* 2 Thessalonians 3:16 (VOICE) is our Christmas Sunday Benediction: 16 And now, dear friends, may the Lord of peace 
Himself grace you with peace always and in everything. May the Lord be present with all of you. (Merry Christmas!) 
 
Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Luke 2:8-14 (NKJV) 
8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And 
behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly 
afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be 
to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will 
be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth 
peace, goodwill toward men!”  
 
Colossians 1:19-20 (ESV) 
19 For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether 
on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross. 
 
Colossians 1:19-20 (AMP) 
19 For it pleased the Father for all the fullness [of deity--the sum total of His essence, all His perfection, powers, and 
attributes] to dwell [permanently] in Him (the Son), 20 and through [the intervention of] the Son to reconcile all things 
to Himself, making peace [with believers] through the blood of His cross; through Him, [I say,] whether things on earth 
or things in heaven. 
 
Romans 5:6-11 (NIV) 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die 
for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now been justified by His blood, how 
much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through Him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were 
reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through 
His life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation. 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:16 (VOICE) 
16 And now, dear friends, may the Lord of peace Himself grace you with peace always and in everything. May the Lord 
be present with all of you. 
 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 
"God cannot give us a happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. There is no such thing." 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
Don Richardson - A Man on A Mission (The Peace Child Story) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjGo03YOKMc 
 
Never The Same: Celebrating 50 Years Since Peace Child 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mm6R9EPtMHo 
 



How God Gives Peace on Earth - John Piper 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ud39fkTRfkY 
 
"Peace on Earth" - Chris Rice (from Merry Chris Rice) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2w0VT1uABU 
 
"Hark the Herald Angels Sing" - Rend Collective (Live at K-Love) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT9Aouc_4M0  
 
Millersport Covenant Church Sermon Podcasts (MP3s on iTunes) 
http://millersportcc.com/feed/podcast 
 
Bonus Stuff  
 
Isaiah 9:6 (ASV) 
6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 
John 14:27 (NKJV) 
27 Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid. 
 
John 16:33 (ESV) 
33 I have said these things to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; 
I have overcome the world. 
 
Romans 15:13 (ESV) 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope. 
 
Quote by Jonathan Edwards 
"The foundation of the Christian's peace is everlasting; it is what no time, no change can destroy. It will remain when 
the body dies; it will remain when the mountains depart and the hills shall be removed, and when the heavens shall be 
rolled together as a scroll. The fountain of His comfort shall never be diminished, and the stream shall never be dried. 
His comfort and joy is a living spring in the soul, a well of water springing up to everlasting life." 
 
Quote by Matthew Henry 
"Christ died He left a will in which He gave His soul to His Father, His body to Joseph of Arimathea, His clothes to the 
soldiers, and His mother to John. But to His disciples, who had left all to follow Him, He left not silver or gold, but 
something far better - His PEACE!" 
 
Quote by Martin Luther 
"Peace is more important than all justice; and peace was not made for the sake of justice, but justice for the sake of 
peace." 
 
Quote by Thomas Merton 
"Man is not at peace with his fellow man because he is not at peace with himself; he is not at peace with himself, 
because he is not at peace with God." 
	


