
DYING WELL 

 
I. Luke 2:22-35  Luke 23:32-43  2 Timothy 4:1-8 

 
A. Disasters and calamities that produce large death tolls often shock us. But as I've quoted several times before: 
151,600 people die each day around the world--that's 55.3 million deaths per year. Death is a horrible tragedy that 
strikes daily and will continue doing so until the Day of the resurrection. The second death, reserved for those who 
die without Christ, will prove far more horrible! 
 
B. The truth is, our days are all numbered. We are all dying. While it's a sobering thought, it needn't be a morbid 
one. Today we're going to talk about dying well. If Christ is your Lord and Savior, dying well should be a given. 
Luke tells us about a prophet named Simeon and an unknown criminal, both of whom die well. Likewise the Apostle 
Paul, in his last will and testament to Timothy, tells his son in the faith, how to die well. The Scriptures tell of others 
who died well and there's a good list in Hebrews 11. Sadly, the Bible also tells of many who did not die well. 
 
C. Luke 2:22-35 (ESV) takes place 40 days after Jesus' birth and obviously before Herod started killing all the male 
babes and toddlers in and around Bethlehem: 
 
1) V22-26: 22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought Him up to 
Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall 
be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, 
or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, (i.e. Waiting for the Messianic Liberator who would set Israel free from 
oppression.) 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord's Christ. (Picture an elderly prophet who's patiently been waiting for this day most his life.) 
 
2) V27-35: 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him 
according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now You are letting 
Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; 30 for my eyes have seen Your salvation 31 that You have prepared 
in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel.” 33 And His father 
and His mother marveled at what was said about Him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, 
this Child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” (It's the culmination of Simeon's 
mission. He knows his time to depart has come. God has fulfilled His word to him and Simeon has held The 
Messiah of God in his very arms! How many of you believe Simeon died well?!) 
 
D. Luke 23:32-43 (ESV) takes us to Jesus' crucifixion, some 33 years after His birth: 
 
1) V32-35: 32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with Him. (We do not know their names.) 
33 And when they came to the place that is called The Skull (Golgotha; Calvary), there they crucified Him, and the 
criminals, one on His right and one on His left. 34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
And they cast lots to divide His garments. 35 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at Him, saying, “He 
saved others; let Him save Himself, if He is the Christ of God, His Chosen One!” (Did Simeon have it wrong those many 
years ago?! Not a chance!) 
 
2) V36-43: 36 The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up and offering Him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of 
the Jews, save Yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over Him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 39 One of the criminals 
who were hanged railed at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!” 40 But the other (criminal) rebuked 
him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for 
we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when You come into Your kingdom.” 43 And He said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in paradise.” (You 
tell me: did this criminal die well? Jesus helped him die well. Matthew 27:44 and Mark 15:32 say this thief also 
mocked Jesus like the other thief but something changed his heart even as the blood of Jesus flowed down from 
the cross for him.) 
 
E. 2 Timothy 4:1-8 (ESV) is the last will and testament of the former Pharisee and persecutor of Jesus' followers, 
written to his faithful friend, Timothy: 
 
1) V1-4: 1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His 
appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching 
ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth 
and wander off into myths. (This has been going on for a couple thousand years but we definitely see it loud and 
clear in our day!) 
 



2) V5-7: 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 6 For I am 
already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. ('I'm showing you how to die well 
Timothy...') 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. (How many of you would like to 
be able to say that at the end of your life?) 
 
3) V8:  8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to 
me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved His appearing. (Like Simeon and the unknown 
criminal, Paul died well. And like the other two, Paul would only die once. If your first death leaves you facing the 
second death, you have not died well!) 
 
F. On the grave stones in our cemetery, there's typically a year of birth and a year of death; in between there's a 
short dash. That dash represents a person's entire life. That dash may be short or long but it matters what takes 
place within it. Jesus came to give true life to your dash--to empower us to live well and die well. 
 
G. The prophet Simeon, the unknown thief, and the Apostle Paul, all died well. But Someone lived and died even 
better. Only One ever died without sin and His name is Jesus. He died perfectly righteous and yet with our sins 
imputed to Him. He did this so His righteousness (His record of right standing) might be imputed to us. That is 
totally Awesome News! If you embrace Christ and all He achieved in His death and resurrection, you should live 
and die well. And after that, you will live again-even forevermore-with Him in Glory!  
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff  
 
Luke 2:22-35 (ESV) 
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to 
present Him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be 
called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man 
was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came 

in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom 
of the Law, 28 he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant 
depart in peace, according to Your word; 30 for my eyes have seen Your salvation 31 that You have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel.” 33 And His father 
and His mother marveled at what was said about Him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, 
“Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword 

will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
 
Luke 23:32-43 (ESV) 
32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with Him. 33 And when they came to the place 
that is called The Skull, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on His right and one on His left. 34 And Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide His garments. 35 And the 

people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at Him, saying, “He saved others; let Him save Himself, if He is the 
Christ of God, His Chosen One!” 36 The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up and offering Him sour wine 37 and 
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over Him, “This is the King 
of the Jews.” 39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself 
and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done 
nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” 43 And He said to him, 

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in paradise.” 
 
2 Timothy 4:1-8 (ESV)  
1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His 
appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove (convince), rebuke, 
and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 
teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will 
turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure 
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, 
and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me 

on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved His appearing. 
 



Film Clips & Other Links 
 
Millersport Covenant Church Sermon Podcasts (MP3s on iTunes) 
http://millersportcc.com/feed/podcast 
 
Nobody Dies Early - Matt Chandler 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0osq6PSrMek 
 
"Even Unto Death" - Audrey Assad 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAfp8vg4Jz8  
 
Seven Resolutions for Aging and Dying Well (Tribute to Verna Erickson) - John Piper 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aBq5HvbrSrU 
 
“When The Roll Is Called Up Yonder” by Twila Paris 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Bk3gwyw5ps 
 
 

Bonus Stuff 

 
Matthew 27:38-44 (ESV) 
38 Then two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and one on the left. 39 And those who passed by 
derided Him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 
save Yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 So also the chief priests, with the scribes 
and elders, mocked Him, saying, 42 “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel; let Him come 
down now from the cross, and we will believe in Him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver Him now, if He desires Him. 
For He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 And the robbers who were crucified with Him also reviled Him in the same 

way. 
 
Mark 15:32b (ESV) 
32b Those who were crucified with Him also reviled Him. 

 
John 11:25-26 (NIV) 
25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; 26 and 

whoever lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?"  
 
Hebrews 9:27-28 (NIV) 
27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away 

the sins of many people; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are 
waiting for Him.  
 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26 (NLT) 
20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who have died. 21 So you 

see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead has begun through another 
Man. 22 Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given new life. 
23 But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised as the first of the harvest; then all who belong to Christ 
will be raised when He comes back. 24 After that the end will come, when He will turn the Kingdom over to God the 
Father, having destroyed every ruler and authority and power. 25 For Christ must reign until He humbles all His 
enemies beneath His feet. 26 And the last enemy to be destroyed is death.  

 
Psalm 116:15 (NIV) 
15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His saints.  

 
Hebrews 11:1-40 (ESV) (A List of Those Who Died Well.) 
1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the people of old 
received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice 

than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through 
his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was 
not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6 And 

without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that He exists and that 
He rewards those who seek Him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in 

reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir 

http://millersportcc.com/feed/podcast
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0osq6PSrMek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAfp8vg4Jz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aBq5HvbrSrU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Bk3gwyw5ps


of the righteousness that comes by faith. 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he 
was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the 
land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For 
he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself 

received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered Him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and 
as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 13 These all died in faith, not having received the things 

promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and 
exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had 
been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, 

they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has 
prepared for them a city. 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 
promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be 
named.” 19 He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he 
did receive him back. 20 By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, 
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at the end of his 
life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. 23 By faith Moses, when 

he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they 
were not afraid of the king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures 
of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the 
reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing Him who is 
invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not 
touch them. 29 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do 
the same, were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 
31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly 
welcome to the spies. 32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets-- 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were 
made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received back their dead 

by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 
36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn 

in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated-- 
38 of whom the world was not worthy--wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth. 39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 since God had 

provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 
 
Revelation 21:1-8 (NKJV) 
1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was 
no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 

men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 
4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There 
shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I 
make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 6 And He said to me, “It is 

done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to 
him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 8 But the 

cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their 
part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 
 
Life After Death - The Westminster Confession 

“The bodies of men, after death, return to dust, and see corruption: but their souls, which neither die nor sleep, having 
an immortal subsistence, immediately return to God who gave them: the souls of the righteous, being then made 
perfect in holiness, are received into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of God, in light and glory, 
waiting for the full redemption of their bodies. And the souls of the wicked are cast into hell, where they remain in 
torments and utter darkness, reserved to the judgment of the great day. Beside these two places, for souls separated 
from their bodies, the Scripture acknowledges none”  
- The Westminster Confession, (Chapter XXXII), 1646. 

 
Quote by Augustine 

"They, then, who are destined to die, need not be careful to inquire what death they are to die, but into what place 
death will usher them."  



 
Quote by John Calvin 

"Let us consider this settled, that no one has made progress in the school of Christ who does not joyfully await the 
day of death and final resurrection." 
 
Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon 

"Depend upon it, your dying hour will be the best hour you have ever known! Your last moment will be your richest 
moment, better than the day of your birth will be the day of your death. It shall be the beginning of heaven, the rising 
of a sun that shall go no more down forever!" 
 
Quote by George Whitefield 

"How sweet is rest after fatigue! How sweet will heaven be when our journey is ended." 
 
Quote by John Wesley 

"This earthly body is slow and heavy in all its motions, listless and soon tired with action. But our heavenly bodies 
shall be as fire; as active and as nimble as our thoughts are." 
 
Quote by D.L. Moody 

"As I go into a cemetery I like to think of the time when the dead shall rise from their graves. … Thank God, our 
friends are not buried; they are only sown!" 
 
Quote by John MacArthur 

"Where sin has been removed death can only interrupt the earthly life and usher in the heavenly." 
 
Quote by John Piper 

"I don’t so much pray that my death will be without pain, but that it will be without doubt." 
 
Quote by Henry Ward Beecher 

"Living is death; dying is life. On this side of the grave we are exiles, on that, citizens; on this side, orphans, on that, 
children; on this side, captives; on that, freemen; on this side, disguised, unknown; on that, disclosed and proclaimed 
as the sons of God." 
 
Quotes by Randy Alcorn 

"Many Christians dread the thought of leaving this world. Why? Because so many have stored up their treasures on 
earth, not in heaven. Each day brings us closer to death. If your treasures are on earth, that means each day brings 
you closer to losing your treasures... He who lays up treasures on earth spends his life backing away from his 
treasures. To him, death is loss. He who lays up treasures in heaven looks forward to eternity; he's moving daily 
toward his treasures. To him, death is gain. He who spends his life moving toward his treasures has reason to 
rejoice. Are you despairing or rejoicing?" 
 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 

"Has this world been so kind to you that you should leave it with regret? There are better things ahead than any we 
leave behind." 
 
Quote by Matthew Henry 

"He whose head is in heaven need not fear to put his feet into the grave." 
 
Quote by D.L. Moody 

"Christ never preached any funeral sermons." 
 
Quote by Billy Graham 

"You’re born. You suffer. You die. Fortunately, there’s a loophole." 
 
 
The Death of Ronald Opus 

A true story from the Associated Press, (Reported by Kurt Westervelt)  
 
At the 1994 annual awards dinner given to Forensic Science, AAFS President Dr. Don Harper Mills astounded his 
audience with the legal complications of a bizarre death. Here is the story:  
 
On March 23, 1994, the medical examiner viewed the body of Ronald Opus, and concluded that he died of a shotgun 
wound to the head. Mr. Opus had jumped from the top of a 10 story building intending to commit suicide. He left a 



note to the effect indicating his despondency. As he fell past the 9th floor, his life was interrupted by a shotgun blast 
passing through a window, which killed him instantly.  
 
Neither the shooter nor the deceased was aware that a safety net had been installed just below the 8th floor level 
to protect some building workers and that Ronald Opus would not have been able to complete his suicide the way he 
had planned. "Ordinarily," Dr. Mills continued, "Someone who sets out to commit suicide and ultimately succeeds, 
even though the mechanism might not be what he intended, is still defined as committing suicide." That Mr. Opus was 
shot on the way to certain death, but probably would not have been successful because of the safety net, caused the 
medical examiner to feel that he had a homicide on his hands.  
 
The room on the 9th floor, where the shotgun blast emanated, was occupied by an elderly man and his wife. They 
were arguing vigorously and he was threatening her with a shotgun! The man was so upset that when he pulled the 
trigger, he completely missed his wife, and the pellets went through the window, striking Mr. Opus. When one intends 
to kill subject "A" but kills subject "B" in the attempt, one is guilty of murder of subject "B".  
  
When confronted with the murder charge, the old man and his wife were both adamant, and both said that they 
thought the shotgun was not loaded. The old man said it was a long-standing habit to threaten his wife with 
the unloaded shotgun. He had no intention to murder her. Therefore, the killing of Mr. Opus appeared to be an 
accident; that is, assuming the gun had been accidentally loaded.  
 
The continuing investigation turned up a witness who saw the old couple's son loading the shotgun about 6 weeks 
prior to the fatal accident. It transpired that the old lady had cut off her son's financial support and the son, knowing 
the propensity of his father to use the shotgun threateningly, loaded the gun with the expectation that his father would 
shoot his mother. Since the loader of the gun was aware of this, he was guilty of the murder even though he didn't 
actually pull the trigger.  
 
The case now becomes one of murder on the part of the son for the death of Ronald Opus.  
 
Now comes the exquisite twist... further investigation revealed that the son was, in fact, Ronald Opus. He had 
become increasingly despondent over the failure of his attempt to engineer his mother's murder. This led him to jump 
off the 10 story building on March 23rd, only to be  killed by a shotgun blast passing through the 9th story 
window. The son, Ronald Opus, had actually murdered himself. So the examiner closed the case as a suicide.  

 


