
SURPRISED BY ANSWERED PRAYER 

 
I. Acts 12:1-19 

 
A. How many of you enjoyed hearing Gerry Brannon share his story this past Sunday? How many of you needed to 
hear an account like that? Gerry's testimony comes as a result of earnest prayer. Many people, from many 
churches, near and far, have been lifting him up for a long long time. Our mandate from God to be a people of 
prayer is reinforced by seeing these amazing results. 
 
B. Today we read a Biblical account of prayer being answered in a miraculous way. We all need to hear an account 
like this as well. Many believe the days of miracles are over. As long as God is sovereign, all-powerful and all-
knowing and all-present, full of faithfulness and steadfast love, there will be miracles. While they are not something 
we are entitled to, they are something we should expect from time to time. If there are no miracles, then you 
shouldn't be sitting here today as a child of the Most High God. Yes, regeneration is the greatest miracle of all! 
 
C. Today's account takes place in Jerusalem around 43 or 44 AD, a decade after Jesus. Initially the church grew 
rapidly after Peter preached on Pentecost. After Stephen's stoning, it spilled out of Jerusalem into Judea and 
Samaria and beyond. The church once had enjoyed much favor, but now was hated. Herod Agrippa I, grandson of 
Herod the Great, became the chief enemy of the church. 
 
D. Acts 12:1-19 (ESV) Answered prayer can sometimes come as a surprise... 
 
1) V1: 1 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. (Religious opposition had 
morphed into political opposition.) 
 
2) V2-3: 2 He killed James the brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to 
arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. (Peter is arrested during the weeklong holiday. 
Jerusalem was jam-packed with visitors who came for the festival.) 
 
3) V4: 4 And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, 
intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. (What's Peter's fate? Peter, James & John were Jesus' inner 
circle. Herod saw himself as cutting off the heads of a snake. But who's really the snake? Peter had been locked up 
before along with his brethren. Acts 5:17-26 (ESV) 17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the 
party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But 
during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the 
temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak 
and began to teach. Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called together the council, all the 
senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not find 
them in the prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the 
doors, but when we opened them we found no one inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests 
heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25 And someone came 
and told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 26 Then the 
captain with the officers went and brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people.) (But 
the times have now changed, "the people" have turned.) 
 
4) V5-6: 5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church. (What kind of prayer?) 
6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 
chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. (Not some makeshift jail made of chicken wire! This is 
maximum security! Most believe they were held in the Tower of Antonia. Herod likely knew of that earlier prison 
break and wants no reprise.) 
 
5) V7-9: 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and 
woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on 
your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” 9 And he went out and 
followed him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. (The 
guards have been put into some sort of a supernaturally induced coma and Peter's in a half stupor himself.) 
 
6) V10-11: 10 When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It 
opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel left him. 
11 When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent His angel and rescued me from the hand of 
Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” (The angel vanishes while Peter stands there in the street 
wondering what had just happened! Remember he has to recall this account later for Luke to record for the Book of 
Acts.) 
 
7) V12: 12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where 
many were gathered together and were praying. (John Mark is the author of the Gospel of Mark, attributed to Peter's 



direct input. Mary was also Barnabas' Aunt. This was probably one of many prayer groups lifting up Peter. And how 
were they praying? Earnestly!) 
 
8) V13-15: 13 And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer. 
14 Recognizing Peter's voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported that Peter was standing at the 
gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so, and they kept saying, “It is his 
angel!”  
('Can't you see Rhoda we're trying to have a prayer meeting here!' The chains all fall off, the cell door opens, the 
prison gate opens on its own, but Peter needs someone to unlock the gate to the prayer meeting where they're 
earnestly praying for his release!) 
 
9) V16-19: 16 But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and were amazed. 17 But motioning to 
them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell 
these things to James (James the brother of Jesus) and to the brothers.” Then he departed and went to another place. 
18 Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what had become of Peter. 19 And after 
Herod searched for him and did not find him, he examined the sentries and ordered that they should be put to death. Then 
he went down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there. (Herod will then die a very gross and painful death.) 
 
E. Our text tells us many important things about God and about prayer. 
 
1) God is sovereign. He's in control of all things--people, nations, kings, events--all things at all times in all places--
period! 
 
2) If there is such a thing as ernest prayer, there must also be such a thing as un-earnest prayer. Prayers of vain 
repetition were denounced by Jesus. John Piper says urgent prayer should be like calling in airstrikes during a 
battle. (Illustration: Calling to order a pizza vs calling 911 during an emergency...)  
 
3) Jesus taught about being persistent in prayer. (If unexpected guests show up and you need bread, keep 
knocking until your neighbor opens the door and hands you a loaf.) Colossians 4:2 (Amplified) says: "Be persistent 
and devoted to prayer, being alert and focused in your prayer life with an attitude of thanksgiving." Matthew 7:7-8 (Amplified) 
7 “Ask and keep on asking and it will be given to you; seek and keep on seeking and you will find; knock and keep on 
knocking and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who keeps on asking receives, and he who keeps on seeking 
finds, and to him who keeps on knocking, it will be opened. 
 
4) When a crisis arrises of any kind, it never catches God off guard. He saw it coming. He allowed it to happen. 
Nothing shocks Him. Our prayers need not inform Him about what He already knows. He already has outcomes in 
mind. 
 
5) Our approach to prayer isn't to gang up on God. Sometimes people want every prayerline around the globe 
activated to a specific need as if to suggest that if we have the numbers, we can out vote God. 
 
6) Our goal in prayer is not to bring God around to our way of thinking. That would be presumptuous. Our aim is to 
be brought around to God's way of thinking. Father knows best! Augustine posited: Like flailing people in ships 
about to wreck, we toss our anchors upon the Rock, not to pull the shore to us, but to pull ourselves safely to The 
Shore. Søren Kierkegaard said, "The function of prayer is not to influence God, but rather to change the nature of the one 
who prays." 
 
8) But here's our gigantic paradox: Prayer makes a difference! It changes things! It alters what would otherwise be 
completely different outcomes. How do I know? The Bible tells me so! James 4:2b says: "Ye have not, because ye 
ask not."  
 
9) Finally concerning answered prayer: Don't declare a miracle when there isn't one. God never needs bailed out of 
a circumstance or situation. He's never in need of rescue. But when there is a miracle, call it that! We needn't fail to 
expect nor deny the miraculous. For John the Baptist, there was no prison rescue. The same for James. Both were 
beheaded. For a group of jailed apostles there was rescue. Likewise for Peter. Paul was released from a Roman 
prison from whence he wrote several letters. But from Mamertine Prison there was no release. Nor was there one 
for Peter. I suspect in all the above circumstances, believers were earnestly praying. Tim Keller says: "So there's a 
certain sense that you either get what you prayed for or you get something better, even though it could look a whole lot 
worse." (ALL the prayers for those imprisoned were answered, just differently. God answered each prayer perfectly. 
But our call to pray earnestly remains.) 
 
F. Who do you know imprisoned by sin and death? Who is languishing under demonic guards in cells of darkness? 
Who do you want set free by Jesus? Are you earnestly praying for them? Do you think maybe you should? 
    
* Close with Prayer... 
 



Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff  
 
Acts 12:1-19 (ESV) 
1 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. 2 He killed James the 
brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This 
was during the days of Unleavened Bread. 4 And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over 
to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. 5 So Peter was 
kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church. 6 Now when Herod was about to bring him 

out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door 
were guarding the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He 
struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel 

said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around 
you and follow me.” 9 And he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel was 
real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the 

iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and 
immediately the angel left him. 11 When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent His 
angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 12 When he 

realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many were 
gathered together and were praying. 13 And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named 
Rhoda came to answer. 14 Recognizing Peter's voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported 
that Peter was standing at the gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was 
so, and they kept saying, “It is his angel!” 16 But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and 
were amazed. 17 But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought 

him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the brothers.” Then he departed and went to 
another place. 18 Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what had become of 
Peter. 19 And after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he examined the sentries and ordered that they 

should be put to death. Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there. 
 
Acts 5:17-26 (ESV) 
17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 
18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened 
the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the 
words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach. Now when 

the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called together the council, all the senate of the people of 
Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not find them in the 
prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, 
but when we opened them we found no one inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests 
heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25 And someone 

came and told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 
26 Then the captain with the officers went and brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by 

the people. 
 
Colossians 4:2 (Amplified) 
2 Be persistent and devoted to prayer, being alert and focused in your prayer life with an attitude of thanksgiving. 

 
Matthew 7:7-8 (Amplified) 
7 “Ask and keep on asking and it will be given to you; seek and keep on seeking and you will find; knock and keep on 
knocking and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who keeps on asking receives, and he who keeps on 

seeking finds, and to him who keeps on knocking, it will be opened. 
 
Quote by Søren Kierkegaard 

"The function of prayer is not to influence God, but rather to change the nature of the one who prays." 
 
Quote by Tim Keller 

"So there's a certain sense that you either get what you prayed for or you get something better, even though it could 
look a whole lot worse." 
 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
Millersport Covenant Church Sermon Podcasts (MP3s on iTunes) 
http://millersportcc.com/feed/podcast 

http://millersportcc.com/feed/podcast


 
Prayer Causes Things to Happen - John Piper 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krzwmhDMvv8 
 
Does Prayer Really Change Things? - Tim Keller 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_rViLK1vG4 
 
What Is Biblical Prayer And Why Should I Pray If God Know's Everything? - D.A. Carson 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muiwzkFO-k0 
 
Prayer - Matt Chandler (Sermon Jam) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyxZdpL-xeU 
 
 

Bonus Stuff 

 
 
Mark10:25-45 (ESV) 
35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to Him and said to Him, “Teacher, we want You to do for us 
whatever we ask of You.” 36 And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?” 37 And they said to Him, 
“Grant us to sit, one at Your right hand and one at Your left, in Your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know 

what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am 
baptized?” 39 And they said to Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and 
with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at My right hand or at My left is not Mine 
to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant 
at James and John. 42 And Jesus called them to Him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so 
among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you 
must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom 

for many.” 
 
Matthew 6:5-8 (NKJV) 
5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on 
the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 6 But you, 

when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; 
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. 7 And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the 
heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. 8 “Therefore do not be like them. For your 

Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him. 
 
Luke 11:5-8 (Amplified) 
5 Then He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and goes to him at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me 
three loaves [of bread]; 6 for a friend of mine who is on a journey has just come to visit me, and I have nothing to 
serve him’; 7 and from inside he answers, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my children and I 
are in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything 

just because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence and boldness he will get up and give him whatever he 
needs. 
 
Luke 18:1-8 (NIV) 
1 Then Jesus told His disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2 He said: "In a 
certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. 3 And there was a widow in that town 
who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.' 4 "For some time he refused.  But 
finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering 
me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!' " 6 And the Lord said, 
"Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him 
day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when 

the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?" 
 
Acts 12:18-24 (ESV)  (The Death of Herod Agrippa I, by Doctor Luke) 
18 Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what had become of Peter. 19 And 

after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he examined the sentries and ordered that they should be put to 
death. Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there. 20 Now Herod was angry with the people 

of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to him with one accord, and having persuaded Blastus, the king's chamberlain, 
they asked for peace, because their country depended on the king's country for food. 21 On an appointed day Herod 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krzwmhDMvv8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_rViLK1vG4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muiwzkFO-k0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyxZdpL-xeU


put on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration to them. 22 And the people were 
shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!” 23 Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, because he 
did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last. 24 But the word of God increased and 

multiplied. 
 
The Death of Herod Agrippa by Jewish Historian Flavius Josephus 
Flavius Josephus, Jewish Antiquities 19.343-350. 

The account of King Agrippa’s death is told by Flavius Josephus:  
 
"Now when Agrippa had reigned three years over all Judea, he came to the city Caesarea [...] There he exhibited 
shows in honor of the emperor [...] On the second day of the festival, Herod put on a garment made wholly of silver, 
and of a truly wonderful contexture, and came into the theater early in the morning; at which time the silver of his 
garment was illuminated by the fresh reflection of the sun's rays upon it. It shone out after a surprising manner, and 
was so resplendent as to spread a horror over those that looked intently upon him. At that moment, his flatterers cried 
out [...] that he was a god; and they added, 'Be thou merciful to us; for although we have hitherto reverenced thee 
only as a man, yet shall we henceforth own thee as superior to mortal nature.'  
 
Upon this the king did neither rebuke them, nor reject their impious flattery. But as he presently afterward looked up, 
he saw an owl sitting on a certain rope over his head, and immediately understood that this bird was the messenger 
of ill tidings, as it had once been the messenger of good tidings to him; and he fell into the deepest sorrow. A severe 
pain also arose in his belly, and began in a most violent manner. He therefore looked upon his friends, and said, 'I, 
whom you call a god, am commanded presently to depart this life; while Providence thus reproves the lying words 
you just now said to me; and I, who was by you called immortal, am immediately to be hurried away by death. But I 
am bound to accept of what Providence allots, as it pleases God; for we have by no means lived ill, but in a splendid 
and happy manner.'  
 
After he said this, his pain was become violent. Accordingly he was carried into the palace, and the rumor went 
abroad that he would certainly die in a little time. But the multitude presently sat in sackcloth, with their wives and 
children, after the law of their country, and besought God for the king's recovery. All places were also full of mourning 
and lamentation. Now the king rested in a high chamber, and as he saw them below lying prostrate on the ground, he 
could not himself forbear weeping. And when he had been quite worn out by the pain in his belly for five days, he 
departed this life, being in the fifty-fourth year of his age, and in the seventh year of his reign." 
 
St. Augustine on Prayer 

St. Augustine, the early church father and theologian, described prayer as like a man in a hapless boat who throws a 
rope at a rock. The rock provides the needed security and stability and life for the helpless man. When the rock is 
lassoed it's not the man pulling the rock to the boat (though it may appear that way); it is the pulling of the boat to the 
rock. Jesus is the rock, and we throw the rope through prayer. Prayer is the lifeline that saves the drowning soul. 
Prayer is the umbilical cord that provides nourishment to the starving spirit. Prayer is the channel by which God's life-
giving presence flows to us.   
- Rick Ezell, "One-Minute Uplift" Newsletter 

 
Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon 

"Earnest intercession will be sure to bring love with it. I do not believe you can hate a man for whom you habitually 
pray. If you dislike any brother Christian, pray for him doubly, not only for his sake, but for your own, that you may be 
cured of prejudice and saved from all unkind feeling." 
 
Want To See The Heating Plant? 

Five young college students were spending a Sunday in London, so they went to hear the famed C.H. Spurgeon 
preach. While waiting for the doors to open, the students were greeted by a man who asked, "Gentlemen, let me 
show you around. Would you like to see the heating plant of this church?" They were not particularly interested, for it 
was a hot day in July. But they didn't want to offend the stranger, so they consented. The young men were taken 
down a stairway, a door was quietly opened, and their guide whispered, "This is our heating plant." Surprised, the 
students saw 700 people bowed in prayer, seeking a blessing on the service that was soon to begin in the auditorium 
above. Softly closing the door, the gentleman then introduced himself. It was none other than Charles Spurgeon.   
- Our Daily Bread. 

 
Tower of Antonia 
Bible Gateway 
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/encyclopedia-of-the-bible/Tower-Antonia 

 
ANTONIA, TOWER OF ăn tō’ nĭ ə. The great fortress built by Herod the Great for the defense of the Temple area and 
located at its NW corner. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/encyclopedia-of-the-bible/Tower-Antonia


 
1. Introduction. The tower or castle Antonia was named by Herod the Great in honor of his old army associate and 
patron, Mark Antony. The name Antonia is not used in the NT, but the castle is referred to as “the barracks” (Acts 
21:34, etc.). Antonia was erected on the site of an earlier Maccabaean fortress which was built by John Hyrcanus and 
was destroyed by Pompey in 63 b.c. 
 
That citadel had in turn been preceded by a fortress erected by Nehemiah when he rebuilt Jerusalem (Neh 2:8). 
Solomon had doubtless also built an earlier fortress at this site. At the NW corner of the Temple area was the only hill 
which towered above the Temple area. The castle’s W wall was built upon the cliff edge of the Tyropoeon Valley. The 
N wall was separated from the hill Bezetha by a deep moat. The S wall was on an escarpment which towered 
seventy-five ft. above the Temple area. The terrain to the E can only be conjectured. 
 
2. Description of Antonia. The fortress was roughly rectangular in form. The E-W length has been estimated at 
approximately 490 ft. and the N-S figure is c. 260 ft. Prominent high towers projected at each of the corners. They 
were said to be 75 ft. high, except for the SE one which overlooked the Temple. It was 100 ft. high. 
 
Josephus is the authority for the castle’s interior. It seems to have served both as a palace and a barracks. Several 
stairs led down from the castle to the porticoes of the Temple at its N end. There was said to have been a 
subterranean passageway from the castle to the Court of Israel, but it was for emergency use only. Titus made his 
grand assault upon the Temple area from the Castle Antonia. 
 
In the old city of Jerusalem today the street that begins at St. Stephen’s Gate passes directly above the remains of 
the Castle Antonia. The street is approximately equidistant between its N and S walls. The Convent of the 
Flagellation and the Church of the Sisters of Zion are built above much of the N half of Antonia. Under the latter 
building can be seen a large area of the original central courtyard of the castle, which seems to have been 165 ft. 
square. The massive original paving stones, one ft. thick, are still in place. The channels cut in the stone pavement 
were used to carry rain water into the cisterns, which are still in use today. One can also see where the soldiers 
scratched their game patterns into the pavement, indicating that the soldiers’ barracks were prob. nearby. 
 
3. Bible history. There are two theories concerning the place where Christ was tried before Pilate. Some scholars 
favor Herod’s palace which was at the NW corner of the city near the modern Jaffa Gate, but more scholars favor the 
Castle Antonia. Pilate and Christ could have stood on one of the balconies, with the mob in the courtyard described 
above. John 19:13 speaks of “The Pavement” as the site of the trial. The Via Dolorosa assumes that the Castle 
Antonia is the site of the trial of Christ before Pilate. 
 
Paul was arrested in the Temple courtyard after the mob had tried to lynch him. He asked for, and was granted, 
permission to speak to the crowd from the steps leading up from the Court of the Gentiles into the barracks (Acts 
21:31-22:29). When Paul appeared before the Council the next day, he again had to be rescued and was rushed up 
the stairs into the barracks (Acts 22:30-23:10). He was taken by night from the Castle Antonia under a military convoy 
to Caesarea (Acts 23:23-35). 
 
- Bibliography Jos Antiq. XV. xi. 4; War V. v. 8; L. H. Vincent, Jérusalem de l’Ancien Testament (1956); Soeur Marie Aline de Sion, La 
Forteresse Antonia à Jérusalem et la Question du Prétoire (1955). 
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