
PLANS DRIVEN BY WISDOM VS WORRY 

 
I. Luke 12:13-21 

 
A. Last week we started wading into the red letters of Jesus' words as recorded in Luke 12. Today we'll look at what 
Jesus has to say about finding security in plans and stuff. How many of you have ever made plans to do something 
you thought would turn out amazing only to see your aspirations come crashing down? You're not alone! When 
making plans in this life, there are many variables. Some of those variables we can factor in to our planning 
processes. Others can come in like a flood and cause the best laid plans to go awry. 
 
B. During my senior year in high school, I discovered the book of Proverbs and read through them in my Living 
Bible. Some of those Proverbs had to do with making plans. Seniors are urged to plan for the future. Here's some of 
those Proverbs from the Living Bible: Proverbs 16:1, 3, 9, 33 (TLB) 1 We can make our plans, but the final outcome is in 
God’s hands... 3 Commit your work to the Lord, then it will succeed... 9 We should make plans--counting on God to direct 
us... 33 We toss the coin, but it is the Lord who controls its decision. Proverbs 19:21 (TLB) 21 Man proposes, but God 
disposes. (And as the old non-biblical saying goes: "If you want to hear God laugh, tell Him your plans.") 
 
C. Luke 12:13-21 (ESV) is about making plans but not necessarily the right ones... 
 
1) V13-14: 13 Someone in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But He 
said to him, “Man, who made Me a judge or arbitrator over you?” (This sibling dispute seems to irritate Jesus. But He 
uses it as a platform to exhort them.) 
 
2) V15: 15 And He said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness (greed), for one's life does not 
consist in the abundance of his possessions.” (But a lot of people think otherwise! None of the material wealth you 
rack up for yourself will be usable currency in the life to come. Let's say there's a primitive tribe on some remote 
island and they use sea shells for currency. Then the richest native on the island get's airlifted to New York City. 
But all he has to live on is a loin cloth full of sea shells! What a poor and unfortunate man!) 
 
3) V16-19: 16 And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to 
himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and 
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods 
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ (I don't think his plan to build storage barns was the major 
problem. It was putting his soul's trust in what was not trustworthy! Psalm 62:10b (NASB) says: "If riches increase, do 
not set your heart upon them." Sadly, we've all looked for security outside of God!) 
 
4) V20-21: 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose 
will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” (In Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV) 
Jesus at the Sermon on the Mount: 19 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.) 
 
D. Jesus had a brother named James who initially thought his elder brother was not right in the mind. But after the 
resurrection, Jesus paid a one-on-one visit to James. The light came on! James' elder brother was the risen Son of 
God! His brother's far more than a carpenter! This same James later writes believers about the notion of making 
plans outside of God. James 4:13-15 (ESV) says: 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such 
and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. 
What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord 
wills, we will live and do this or that.” 
 
E. Our planning can be driven by wisdom or it can be driven by worry. Saving for tomorrow and being ready for a 
crisis can be rooted in complete trust in the Lord.  Such prudence is a virtue. Proverbs 16:1 (TLB) reprised: "We can 
make our plans, but the final outcome is in God’s hands." But we can also be motivated by our lack of trust in the Lord. 
Deep down we don't believe He's really in control. He only helps those who help themselves. We start doubting in 
the dark what He promised in the light. That's mistrust! That's where 'Ishmaels' come from! In my experience, when 
mistrust is our motivation for making plans, God will test us and expose it! 
 
F. There's a fine line between being frugal and being stingy. A fine line between preparing for winter's cold and 
summer's heat and not believing that God rules over all the seasons. If your mentality is, 'If I work hard enough, 
plan well enough, and save more than enough, then I won't have to depend on God for anything,' don't be surprised 
if God doesn't allow some things to change your mentality. If you think because your pantry and freezer are full of 
loaves of bread, you no longer need to pray, "Give us this day our daily bread," hurry and take shelter! 
 
G. Insecurity can drive us to seek security in things that fail to deliver. That's true in the natural and in the spiritual. 
If you pride yourself in your planning skills and work ethic, you may be less secure than you think. Likewise, if your 
eternal security is rooted in your own self-righteous efforts to please God and be in right standing with Him, that 



too is a dangerous and insecure place to be. Such ground is sinking sand! How can you move to solid ground? By 
having your eternal security planted firmly on what Christ Jesus has accomplished for you on the cross! All other 
ground, as the hymn goes, is sinking sand! 
 
H. Ephesians 2:4-9 (ESV) is that solid ground: 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He 
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you have been saved--
6 and raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages He 
might show the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. (You did not plan for this, could 
not earn this, and certainly do not deserve this!) 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. (Any gospel that says otherwise, is 
sinking sand!) 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff  
 
Luke 12:13-21 (ESV) 
13 Someone in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But He said to 
him, “Man, who made Me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And He said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And He told them a 
parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I 
will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the 
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich 

toward God.” 
 
Proverbs 16:1, 3, 9, 33 (TLB) 
1 We can make our plans, but the final outcome is in God’s hands... 3 Commit your work to the Lord, then it will 
succeed... 9 We should make plans--counting on God to direct us... 33 We toss the coin, but it is the Lord who 

controls its decision. 
 
Proverbs 19:21 (TLB) 
21 Man proposes, but God disposes. 

 
Psalm 62:10b (NASB) 
10b If riches increase, do not set your heart upon them. 

 
Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV) 
19 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 
James 4:13-15 (ESV) 
13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and 
trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that 
appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or 

that.” 
 
Ephesians 2:4-9 (ESV) 
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you have been saved--6 and raised us up with Him and 
seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages He might show the 
immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
Parables of Jesus: The Parable of the Rich Fool - Explore God 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hyvPLjfBXEU 
 
Parable Video - The Rick Fool (Luke 12:13-21) CCOYouth 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7L19usP2ro 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hyvPLjfBXEU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7L19usP2ro


 
Your Plans: God's Plans - Sermon by Tim Keller 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OXaJPiov5E 
 
Helper in the Car - Tim Hawkins :-) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynRWWy2sWyQ 
 
Tim Hawkins on Bad Candy :-) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JoJtHpVgNo 
 
 

Bonus Stuff 

 
Proverbs 16:3 (Amplified) 
3 Roll your works upon the Lord [commit and trust them wholly to Him; He will cause your thoughts to become 

agreeable to His will, and] so shall your plans be established and succeed. 
 
Psalm 33:10-11 (NIV) 
10 The LORD foils the plans of the nations; He thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 11 But the plans of the LORD 

stand firm forever, the purposes of His heart through all generations. 
 
Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NASB) 
11 For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a 
future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek 

Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. 
 
John 6:66-69 (ESV) 
66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do 
you want to go away as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 

 
Quote by Yogi Berra 

“If you don't know where you are going, you'll end up someplace else.” 
 
Quote by J.R.R. Tolkien 

“It does not do to leave a live dragon out of your calculations, if you live near him.” 
- J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit. 

 
"To A Mouse" 
Poem Excerpt by Robert Burns - 1785 
 

We But, Mousie, thou art no thy lane [you aren't alone]  
In proving foresight may be vain: 
The best laid schemes o' mice an' men 
Gang aft a-gley, [often go awry]  
An' lea'e us nought but grief an' pain, 
For promised joy. 
- This poem was written by Scottish poet, Robert Burns, who while plowing his field, upturned a mouse's nest. His poem was an apology to the little 
creature and is likewise the origin of the phrase, "The best laid plans of mice and men often go awry..." 
 

 
Exchange Your Dreams for God's Plans 
Article by MaryLynn Johnson - Guest Contributor - Desiring God 
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/exchange-your-dreams-for-god-s-plans 

 
God’s plans for my life have almost never been my plans for my life. 
 
When I was thirteen, I knew what college I wanted to attend even before I started high school, what career I wanted 
to pursue afterward, what age I thought would be ideal to get married, and even what life might look like well into my 
twenties. I held onto these plans for a long time, until real life happened — and not like I thought it would. 
 
Sometimes it felt like I had no control at all over plans that fell apart. I tried to make my timeline fit, but my plans just 
weren’t working. Despite all my dreams and efforts, almost nothing on my list happened in the way or timing I 
expected. It was quickly evident that the Lord had something else in mind for my life. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OXaJPiov5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynRWWy2sWyQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JoJtHpVgNo
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As God redirected my life at each step, often against my will, He also changed my heart. With each delayed or 
unfulfilled plan, I began to learn what it meant to willingly, even joyfully, exchange my personal dreams for God’s 
good plans for me. 
 
The Exchange Requires Surrender 

 
After a series of disappointments early on in life, I began to ask what all God might ask me to give up in my life. 
Would he ask me to go to a different college? Would He not enable me to succeed in the career I wanted? Would I 
ever get married or have a family of my own? 
 
I became afraid that life would only ever be disappointment. I knew what I wanted, but I didn’t have any confidence 
that what I wanted was what God wanted for me. I also knew that no matter how hard I worked to make my desires 
come true, no amount of forward-thinking or effort would succeed if it was outside of God’s will for my life (Psalm 
127:1). 
 
God does not want us to adopt a fear-driven mindset about our future (Romans 8:15). His sovereign power over our 
lives is meant to inspire us to hope, not worry. Your dreams or aspirations are not necessarily bad desires, but God 
ultimately knows what is best for us, and therefore He determines where we go and how our lives unfold (Proverbs 
16:9). 
 
He desires that we surrender our own plans to Him so that we can be ready, willing, and available to go wherever He 
leads — regardless of whether it’s what we pictured or planned for ourselves. It is never easy to loosen our grip on 
our own desires, but it is the first step to experiencing the joy of embracing God’s will for us. 
 
The Exchange Requires Faith 

 
The disappointments or disruptions may not make sense to us in the middle of the transition — by definition, they 
probably will not. When we’re called to lay aside our plan and live something different — waiting in a longer season of 
singleness, getting passed over for a promotion at work, rehabbing from an injury or illness — it’s hard to understand 
why God would force us to walk this journey instead of giving us what we want. 
 
We are not able to understand everything God does in our lives, because we cannot see from His perspective (Isaiah 
55:8). We do not know what He is trying to accomplish or what mercies He is pouring out for us on this new path. 
Still, we can know that nothing in His plan will ultimately harm us, and everything in His plan will ultimately be better 
for us (Romans 8:28). 
 
As each step unfolds, we are called to trust that God knows what He is doing and that He is taking us exactly where 
He wants us to be (Proverbs 3:5–6). Therefore, we have the choice of either trusting in our own understanding by 
continuing to try and force our own plans to work, or we can choose to trust God and ask that our desires be 
transformed into His desires. By His grace, we are empowered to forgo what we once wanted in order to say “Yes” to 
what He is asking of us now. 
 
The Exchange Requires Joy 

 
Stepping forward on a path different than what we would have chosen is intimidating. Often the way seems 
impossible to us. The Lord calls us to believe that He will provide and make the impossible possible. 
 
Through our weakness, He promises to put His glory and strength on display (2 Corinthians 12:9). If we ask Him, He 
will call our attention to all the ways He has provided before. He will remind us that He can be trusted to give us what 
we need, even if the path may be unclear or uncertain (Hebrews 13:20–21). And no matter where He takes us, He 
will be with us every step of the way (Isaiah 41:10). 
 
God’s plan is not about depriving us of good things. He delights to give His children good gifts. He also desires, 
above all else, for us to follow Him and delight in Him. 
 
Sometimes God will make us sacrifice something we want to secure our heart for the greatest good: Himself. It’s okay 
to acknowledge that change and disappointment are hard. But we also know that what we will be given instead is 
much more valuable than any goal or plan we could have created for ourselves. 
 
- MaryLynn Johnson (@MaryLynnJohnson) is a writer and blogger with a heart for ministry and using words to encourage others. Keep up 
with her at Letting Go of Why. 
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