
GOD THE SON DIED IN OUR PLACE 

 
I. John 14:1-11  &  1 John 4:9-10 

 
A. John's narrative of the Last Supper begins with Chapter 13 and runs through Chapter 17. While John covers less 
of the First Communion itself, he reveals significantly more details of what took place in the room that evening. 
 
B. John writes about Jesus washing the disciples' feet; the betrayal by Judas Iscariot; about Jesus' words to Peter 
that he'll deny Him three times before the morning rooster crows; he records Jesus' command for them to love one 
another; shares Jesus' words that if we truly love Him we'll obey His commands; he conveys Jesus' promise of the 
Counselor--the giving of the Holy Spirit; shares the parable of the Vine & Branches; he records Jesus' warning to 
the disciples that the world will hate them and persecute them; and he documents Jesus' priestly prayer-for 
Himself, the Twelve, and for us. 
 
C. Our text comes from this Last Supper narrative, John 14:1-11. These verses are jam-packed, enormously rich, 
and they'll prepare us for the Bread & Cup. We'll also look at more words from the Apostle of Love, found in 1 John 
4:9-10... 
 
D. John 14:1-11 (ESV) from the night Jesus ushered in the First Communion... 
 
1) V1-3: “Let not your hearts be troubled. (What troubles you? Aging? Illness? Finances? Relationships? Job issues? 
Stuff you have no control over? Life's brevity?) Believe in God; believe also in Me. (Why?) 2 In My Father's house are 
many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to Myself, that where I am you may be also. (This promise is not only for the 
disciples, it's a promise for all who are in Christ!) 
 
2) V4-6: 4 And you know the way to where I am going.”  5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going. 
How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me. (Everyone needs to contend with these and also with the One who spoke them! Are they true? 
Everyone must ask: was Jesus, who declared these words, deranged, yanking our chains, or telling the truth? If 
these words are true, and you want to reserve one of those rooms in God our Father's house, Jesus is the only One 
who can book it for you! No one else can! There's no plan B, no alternative route...) 
 
3) V7-9: 7 If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also. From now on you do know Him and have seen 
Him.” (This is a God-claim by Jesus!) 8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said 
to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know Me, Philip? Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? (Know this: The Son of God is God the Son. There've been many godly 
prophets and the Law of Moses is without flaw, but only God the Son--Jesus--can redeem us from sin and death. 
The Bread & Cup remind us.) 
 
4) V10-11: 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on My own authority, but the Father who dwells in Me does His works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in Me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. (Jesus paraphrased: 'Can you brothers connect the dots?' 
Soon they actually will. How about you--can you connect the dots?) 
 
E. Let's consider some peculiar rhetorical questions... 
 
1) If I live in Florida and I want to get somewhere in the Sunshine State, will a map of Ohio help me do that? 
 
2) If my desired destination is another planet, will booking passage on a jetliner get me there? What about a 
Greyhound bus? Hot air balloon? Row boat?  
 
3) If I have a terminal disease but pretend I don't, will the disease still kill me? If I have a terminal disease but hear 
about a miracle drug that will cure me, but refuse to take that medication, what then will happen? 
 
4) If I say I believe something, but deep down I really don't, then do my words trump my heart or does my heart 
trump my words? If I say I believe something, but my actions shout otherwise, what's most likely true? 
 

II. Communion 

 
A. The Bread & Cup remind us that the Way to the Father is through the Truth of the Gospel which leads to eternal 
Life in the presence of God and the summation of that Way, Truth, and Life is found exclusively in Jesus Christ. At 
least that's what He tells the disciples at the Last Supper and what John tells us... 
 



B. (I made up a story) Once upon a time there was a king who ruled over a people plagued with famine. What little 
grain was left was being rationed. But then an unknown thief stole some of the grain. The king declared that if the 
thief were caught, he would be sorely whipped in public. Soon the thief was caught. And when their mask was 
removed it was a young girl. But not just any young girl--it was the king's very own daughter whom he loved with 
all his might. Would the king's word be kept or would he withhold justice? The trial came. The evidence proved her 
guilt. Then the king stood and declared, "Guilty as charged!" He ordered her to be tied to a whipping post for all to 
see. But just before he commanded the sentence to be carried out, the king came down from his throne and 
wrapped himself around his daughter. Then he ordered the scourging to begin. The king took every blow and 
justice was fulfilled. And he took every blow so that love could also be fulfilled. That is what Christ Jesus did for us 
on the cross. (The Bread & Cup remind us.) 
 
C. 1 John 4:9-10 (Amplified) sums it up well: 9 By this the love of God was displayed in us, in that God has sent His [One 
and] only begotten Son [the One who is truly unique, the only One of His kind] into the world so that we might live through 
Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation [that is, the 
atoning sacrifice, and the satisfying offering] for our sins [fulfilling God’s requirement for justice against sin and placating His 
wrath]. 
 
* Pray and Serve Communion... 
 
* Jude 1:24-25 (ESV) is our Benediction Verse: 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of His glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be 
glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff  
 
John 14:1-11 (ESV) 
1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me. 2 In My Father's house are many rooms. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to Myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am 
going.” 5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus 
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 7 If you had 
known Me, you would have known My Father also. From now on you do know Him and have seen Him.” 8 Philip said 
to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and 

you still do not know Me, Philip? Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on My own authority, but the Father who dwells in Me does His works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father 

and the Father is in Me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 
 
1 John 4:9-10 (AMPLIFIED) 
9 By this the love of God was displayed in us, in that God has sent His [One and] only begotten Son [the One who is 
truly unique, the only One of His kind] into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we 

loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation [that is, the atoning sacrifice, and the 
satisfying offering] for our sins [fulfilling God’s requirement for justice against sin and placating His wrath]. 
 
Jude 1:24-25 (ESV) 
24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of His glory 
with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 

authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
"Jesus, Thank You" - Performed by Bob Kauflin & Reilly 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zNEMUZUZhY 
 
The "I Am" Statements of Jesus - ESV Global Study Bible Online 
https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/chart_43_08/ 
 
"Knowing Christ: The I AM Sayings of Jesus" - R.C. Sproul 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfYsvcmzNM8 
 
Jesus: Lord, Liar, or Lunatic - Jeff McIntosh - CFI Ministries 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__4m_QvMQAY 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zNEMUZUZhY
https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/chart_43_08/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfYsvcmzNM8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__4m_QvMQAY


Bonus Stuff 
 

Acts 4:12 (NIV) 
12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be 

saved. 
 
Quote by A.W. Tozer 

“The cross is the lightning rod of grace that short-circuits God’s wrath to Christ so that only the light of His love 
remains for believers.” 
 
Quote by Matt Chandler 

“The place the Gospel holds out for us is where God’s kindness and severity meet.  This place is called the Cross, 
and it is where grace and wrath intersect.  It is this place of shame and victory that God, in the form of the man Jesus 
of Nazareth, the long-expected Messiah, offered in His death the blood atonement necessary to satisfy God’s justice 
and secure our salvation.” 
 
Quote by Leon Morris 
“Redemption is substitutionary, for it means that Christ paid that price that we could not pay, paid it in our stead and 
we go free. Justification interprets our salvation judicially, and as the New Testament sees it, Christ took our legal 
liability, took it in our stead. Reconciliation means the making of people to be at one by the taking away of the cause 

of hostility. In this case, the cause is sin, and Christ removed that cause for us... We could not deal with sin. He could 
and did, and did it in such a way that it is reckoned to us. Propitiation points us to the removal of the divine wrath, and 
Christ has done this by bearing the wrath for us. It was our sin which drew it down; it was He who bore it. Was there a 
price to be paid? He paid it. Was there a victory to be won? He won it. Was there a penalty to be borne? He bore it. 
Was there a judgment to be faced? He faced it.” 
 

Quote by John Duncan 

"Christ either deceived mankind by conscious fraud, or He was Himself deluded and self-deceived, or He was 
Divine. There is no getting out of this trilemma. It is inexorable." 
- Rabbi John Duncan, (1796-1870) Colloquia Peripatetica, p. 109. With acknowledgment to Justin Taylor, The Gospel Coalition. 

 
Quote by Watchman Nee 

"How can Jesus of Nazareth claim to be God? Before going on, we have to pause for a moment to seriously consider 
the matter. It is not a light thing to claim to be God. A person who makes such a claim falls into one of three 
categories. He must belong to one of these three categories; he cannot belong to all three. First, if he claims to be 
God and yet in fact is not, he has to be a madman or a lunatic. Second, if he is neither God nor a lunatic, he has to be 
a liar, deceiving others by his lie. Third, if he is neither of these, he must be God. You can only choose one of the 
three possibilities. If you do not believe that he is God, you have to consider him a madman. If you cannot take him 
for either of the two, you have to take him for a liar. There is no need for us to prove if Jesus of Nazareth is God or 
not. All we have to do is find out if He is a lunatic or a liar. If He is neither, He must be the Son of God. These are our 
three choices. There is no fourth." 
- Watchman Nee, (1903-1972) The Normal Christian Faith, p. 35-36. To read books by Watchman Nee online, go to: 
http://www.ministrybooks.org/watchman-nee-books.cfm 

 
Quote by R.A. Torrey 

"Jesus Christ was beyond peradventure one of three things. He was either the son of God in a unique sense, a divine 
person incarnate in human form or else he was the most daring imposter that ever lived or else one of the most 
hopeless lunatics… Was his influence upon subsequent history the influence of a lunatic? No one but a lunatic would 
say so. Was his influence upon subsequent history the influence of an impostor? No one but one whose own heart 
was thoroughly tainted with deceit and fraud would think of saying so. Not an impostor. Not a lunatic. We have only 
one alternative left. He was what he claimed to be, the Son of God, God the Son." 
- R.A. Torrey, Sermon: "Some Reasons Why I Believe The Bible To Be The Word of God." To read full sermon, go to: 
http://www.biblesnet.com/RA%20Torrey%20Some%20Reason%20Why%20I%20Believe%20the%20Bible%20to%20be%20the%20Wo
rd%20of%20God.pdf 

 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 

"I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: I’m ready to 
accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. 
A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would 
either be a lunatic--on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg--or else he would be the Devil of Hell. 
You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. 
You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord 
and God, but let us not come with any patronising nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left 
that open to us. He did not intend to. . . . Now it seems to me obvious that He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend: and 

http://www.ministrybooks.org/watchman-nee-books.cfm
http://www.biblesnet.com/RA%20Torrey%20Some%20Reason%20Why%20I%20Believe%20the%20Bible%20to%20be%20the%20Word%20of%20God.pdf
http://www.biblesnet.com/RA%20Torrey%20Some%20Reason%20Why%20I%20Believe%20the%20Bible%20to%20be%20the%20Word%20of%20God.pdf


consequently, however strange or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept the view that He was and is 
God. " 
- C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, p.p. 55-56. 

 
Quote from Bill Hybels 
"I like to think of the difference between Christianity and religion as the difference between do vs. done. Religion is 
about following lists of do’s and don’ts. Religion is about what we can do for God to be good enough to get into 
heaven. But the problem is that you never know when you’ve done enough. It’s like being a salesman that knows he 
must make a quota but never being told what it is. Christianity is about what God has done for us. God did for us what 
we could have never done for ourselves. He lived the perfect life we could never live, and Jesus died on the cross to 
pay for all of the wrongs we’ve committed, or ever will. To become a real Christian is to humbly receive God’s gift of 
forgiveness and to commit to following His leadership. When we do that, He adopts us into His family, and begins to 
change us from the inside out." 
 
Quote by Corrie ten Boom 

"In the forest fire, there is always one place where the fire cannot reach. It is the place where the fire has already 
burned itself out. Calvary is the place where the fire of God's judgment against sin burned itself out completely. It is 
there that we are safe." 
 
 
Ben Hur - The Rest of the Story 
By Max Anders 

 
If you were born after 1950, you might not know the story of Ben Hur. This classic book written by a Civil War 
general, Lew Wallace, in 1880, was turned into a movie starring Charlton Heston, which won the Academy Award for 
best movie in 1959. It is a towering story of love, of suffering, of the struggle of good against evil, and finally of 
triumph. Judah Ben Hur, the story’s hero, grows up with his boyhood friend, Messala.* They are ancient, Mid-eastern 
Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn. Judah is, of course, a Jew, and Messala, a Gentile. Judah is the heir of a very great and 
wealthy house in Jerusalem. Messala is a promising military man who trained in Rome as a soldier, then returned to 
Jerusalem as the leader of the Roman occupation forces. 
 
During a parade, a tile falls from the roof of Judah Ben Hur’s house and strikes the new Roman rule. Judah is falsely 
arrested and sent to row as a slave in a Roman military ship. Messala knew it was an accident and could have 
prevented Judah’s arrest, but because of his lust for power, didn’t. In addition, Judah’s mother and sister are 
imprisoned in Jerusalem. 
 
Judah hates Messala, and while in the belly of the military ship, providing the power for naval warfare, he vows that 
he will live, return to Jerusalem and free his mother and sister. Slaves in such ships rarely lived for more than a year. 
Judah had been rowing for three years when, in the heat of a naval battle, his ship was sunk. He saved the 
commander of the ship, and as a reward, was given his freedom and adopted by the commander, who was the top 
naval officer in the Roman navy, a very powerful and wealthy man. 
 
He returns to Jerusalem with all the wealth and power of his new identity, and confronts the astonished Messala, who 
assumed he had been dead for years. Ben Hur demanded that Messala find and release from prison his mother and 
sister. Messala finds them in prison, but they have leprosy, so he whisks them away to the leper colony outside 
Jerusalem to live out a pitiful existence. Ben Hur is told that they are dead. His hate for Messala grows, and in a 
chariot race in which Messala and Judah Ben Hur are the primary figures, Messala is killed. With his dying breath, 
Messala, out of spite, tells Judah the truth about his mother and sister. 
 
Judah’s hate now no longer has an object to focus on. He generalizes his hatred and becomes a bitter shell of his 
former self. Finally, in desperation he goes to the leper colony to get his mother and sister to take them to Jesus, this 
great preacher who has been performing miracles. When they get to Jerusalem where they think they will find Him, 
they discover that He has just been crucified. Now, all hope is gone, and despair settles over them. However, in the 
hours and earthquakes rocked the city, Judah’s mother and sister are healed of the leprosy, and Judah’s heart, along 
with his mother’s and sister’s, is turned to Jesus. Their faith, their health and their lives are restored. 
 
It is a towering story, deeply moving, and an exquisite portrayal of the power, grace and love of Jesus. Why did I tell 
you about Ben Hur? Because of this interesting twist. As Paul Harvey would say, this is “the rest of the story.” When 
Lew Wallace set out to study the life of Christ, he was not a Christian. In fact, writing a story such as Ben Hur was the 
farthest thing from his mind. Wallace was antagonistic toward Christianity, and determined he would study the life of 
Christ so thoroughly, and then write so convincingly, that he would be able to kill the story of Christ. He wanted to 



prove that Jesus, if He had lived, was not God, but merely a man, that He never rose from the dead, and that 
Christianity was a hoax. 
 
So he studied. This great and enormous subject drew him further and further into his research until the evidence 
overwhelmed him. He dropped to his knees and cried out to Jesus to be his Savior and Lord. Then, instead of writing 
a book to prove to the world that Jesus was not God, he wrote Ben Hur, to try to prove to the world that Jesus was 
God. 
- Max Anders, Jesus, Knowing Our Savior, Thomas Nelson, 1995, pp. 98-100. 

 


