
THE SACRIFICE THAT TRULY MATTERS 

 
I. 2 Kings 3:1-27 

 
A. Today we will explore one more story about good King Jehoshaphat of Judah. It will also involve evil King 
Jehoram of Israel, an unnamed king of Edom, the enemy King Mesha of Moab, and the extraordinary prophet of 
God, Elisha. 
 
B. Today's text is a flashback story that likely happened between Jehoshaphat's disastrous alliance with Ahab 
when they attacked Syria at Ramoth-gilead (The dumb and dumber campaign) and Judah's great victory over the 
invading armies of the Moabites, Ammonites, and Meunites who routed one another at the battle of Tekoa. 
 
C. 2 Kings 3:1-27 (ESV) Israel, Judah, and Edom unite to invade Moab... 
 
1) V1-2: 1 In the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Ahab became king over Israel in 
Samaria, and he reigned twelve years. 2 He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, though not like his father and mother, 
for he put away the pillar of Baal that his father had made. (His parents were Ahab & Jezebel. There's some bad DNA!) 
 
2) V3: 3 Nevertheless, he clung to the sin of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin; he did not depart from 
it. (What was the sin of Jeroboam? In 1 Kings 14:9 (NIV) the prophet Ahijah tells us: "You have done more evil than all 
who lived before you. You have made for yourself other gods, idols made of metal; you have aroused My anger and turned 
your back on Me.")  
 
3) V4-5: 4 Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep breeder, and he had to deliver to the king of Israel 100,000 lambs and the 
wool of 100,000 rams. 5 But when Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. (Payment in sheep was 
a part of their annual dues. When The Moabite Stone, a.k.a. Mesha Stele, was excavated in 1868 by an Anglican 
missionary in what's now Jordan, it confirmed that Moab was indeed a vassal nation under the nation of Israel. 
While some of it is Mesha's inaccurate and exaggerated propaganda of his reign, it confirms the name, Yahweh, the 
House of David and King Omri of Israel. The stone is now on display in the Louvre Museum in Paris, France.) 
 
4) V6-7: 6 So King Jehoram marched out of Samaria at that time and mustered all Israel. 7 And he went and sent word to 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah: “The king of Moab has rebelled against me. Will you go with me to battle against Moab?” And 
he said, “I will go. I am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses.” (He said the same thing when 
Ahab asked him to fight against the Syrians.) 
 
5) V8-9a: 8 Then he said, “By which way shall we march?” Jehoram answered, “By the way of the wilderness of Edom.” 
9 So the king of Israel went with the king of Judah and the king of Edom. (Edom's the nation that sprang from Esau, 
Jacob's twin brother. Isaac was their father; Rebekah their mother. Esau came out of womb first and his skin was 
red in color. Jacob, "cheater" came out second, holding his brother's heel. Later Esau would sell his birthright to 
Jacob for some red stew. Jacob would steal his father's blessing upon Esau by trickery and disguise. When 
returning home to reconcile with his brother, Jacob wrestled with the angel of the Lord and his name was changed 
to Israel, "He who strives with God." Edom means red. The land of Edom was filled with red sandstone. The 
Edomites were the people of the red forefather, the red sandstone, and the red stew.) 
 
6) V9b-14: 9b And when they had made a circuitous march of seven days (i.e. lost!), there was no water for the army or for 
the animals that followed them. 10 Then the king of Israel said, “Alas! The Lord has called these three kings to give them 
into the hand of Moab.” 11 And Jehoshaphat said, “Is there no prophet of the Lord here, through whom we may inquire of 
the Lord?” (When in crisis, Jehoshaphat seeks God!) Then one of the king of Israel's servants answered, “Elisha the son 
of Shaphat is here, who poured water on the hands of Elijah.” 12 And Jehoshaphat said, “The word of the Lord is with him.” 
So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him. 13 And Elisha said to the king of Israel, 
“What have I to do with you? Go to the prophets of your father and to the prophets of your mother.” (Ahab & Jezebel's 
prophets were of Baal & Asherah.) But the king of Israel said to him, “No; it is the Lord who has called these three kings to 
give them into the hand of Moab.” 14 And Elisha said, “As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom I stand, were it not that I 
have regard for Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I would neither look at you nor see you. (Elisha recognizes that 
Jehoshaphat, flaws and all, is a king who reveres God. Jehoram is not.) 
 
7) V15-20: 15 But now bring me a musician.” And when the musician played, the hand of the Lord came upon him. (Elisha 
seeks the Lord with some background worship music.) 16 And he said, “Thus says the Lord, ‘I will make this dry 
streambed full of pools.’ 17 For thus says the Lord, ‘You shall not see wind or rain, but that streambed shall be filled with 
water, so that you shall drink, you, your livestock, and your animals.’ 18 This is a light thing in the sight of the Lord. (A piece 
of cake!) He will also give the Moabites into your hand, 19 and you shall attack every fortified city and every choice city, and 
shall fell every good tree and stop up all springs of water and ruin every good piece of land with stones.” 20 The next 
morning, about the time of offering the sacrifice, behold, water came from the direction of Edom, till the country was filled 
with water. (Maybe God caused rain in the mountains that flowed down?) 
 



8) V21-22: 21 When all the Moabites heard that the kings had come up to fight against them, all who were able to put on 
armor, from the youngest to the oldest, were called out and were drawn up at the border. 22 And when they rose early in the 
morning and the sun shone on the water, the Moabites saw the water opposite them as red as blood. (Perhaps God 
caused water to flow into low spots with red sandstone, common on the border between Edom and Moab, and it 
looked like blood. No matter, the Moabites were spoofed!) 
 
9) V23-27: 23 And they said, “This is blood; the kings have surely fought together and struck one another down. Now then, 
Moab, to the spoil!” (This actually happened at the battle of Tekoa when three armies invaded Judah!) 24 But when 
they came to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose and struck the Moabites, till they fled before them. And they went 
forward, striking the Moabites as they went. 25 And they overthrew the cities, and on every good piece of land every man 
threw a stone until it was covered. They stopped every spring of water and felled all the good trees, till only its stones were 
left in Kir-hareseth, and the slingers surrounded and attacked it. (Just like Elisha prophesied!) 26 When the king of Moab 
saw that the battle was going against him, he took with him 700 swordsmen to break through, opposite the king of Edom, but 
they could not. 27 Then he took his oldest son who was to reign in his place and offered him for a burnt offering on the wall. 
And there came great wrath against Israel. And they withdrew from him and returned to their own land. (King Mesha, in a 
heinous and desperate act, sacrifices his eldest son, to Chemosh, a god who did not exist in hopes of deliverance. 
This sacrifice was detestable and revolting and beyond the pale!) 
 
D. In 1 Corinthians 10:20 (NIV) Paul denounces idolatry as a demonic practice: "No, but the sacrifices of pagans are 
offered to demons, not to God, and I do not want you to be participants with demons." (Mesha ultimately burned his son 
alive to demons!) 
 
E. The Bible strictly forbade the sacrifice of children to pagan gods. It was the evil practice of all the nations of 
Canaan and their surrounding neighbors. Some in Israel and Judah would later succumb to the practice. It was also 
practiced by pagans around the world. Child sacrifice is still practiced among some remote African tribes. Leviticus 
20:1-5 (NIV) tells us what God thinks of child sacrifice: "The Lord said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites: ‘Any Israelite or 
any foreigner residing in Israel who sacrifices any of his children to Molek is to be put to death. The members of the 
community are to stone him. I Myself will set My face against him and will cut him off from his people; for by sacrificing his 
children to Molek, he has defiled My sanctuary and profaned My holy name. If the members of the community close their 
eyes when that man sacrifices one of his children to Molek and if they fail to put him to death, I Myself will set My face 
against him and his family and will cut them off from their people together with all who follow him in prostituting themselves 
to Molek. 
 
F. The statistics of how many unborn babies are slaughtered in our nation every year is appalling. Talk about an 
inconvenient truth! Often unborn babies are sacrificed because they were unplanned or ill-conceived or their birth 
would interrupt the careers or educations or the hedonistic pursuits of their parents. In other words they're 
sacrificed to the gods of selfishness and pleasure. These sacrifices are also detestable to God!  
 
G. Children in our day are sacrificed in other cruel ways. Some are sorely neglected and abused physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually. Some are made victims of human trafficking, sold as sex slaves, exploited in child 
pornography, treated worse than animals. Other children are given everything they want, spoiled rotten, lavished 
with privileges and toys with no accountability. Parents exacerbate their spoiling by shielding them from 
disciplinary consequences, defending their deviance, and enabling their ongoing rebellion. They've become 
complicit in their children's sins against God. 
  

II. Communion 

 
A. What is the sacrifice that truly matters? Romans 3:23-26 (NLT): 23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s 
glorious standard. 24 Yet God, in His grace, freely makes us right in His sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when He 
freed us from the penalty for our sins. 25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God 
when they believe that Jesus sacrificed His life, shedding His blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when He 
held back and did not punish those who sinned in times past, 26 for He was looking ahead and including them in what He 
would do in this present time. God did this to demonstrate His righteousness, for He Himself is fair and just, and He makes 
sinners right in His sight when they believe in Jesus. (The Bread & Cup remind us.) 
 
B. 1 John 4:9-10 (NLT) says God did this out of love: 9 God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and only 
Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through Him. 10 This is real love--not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. (The Bread & Cup remind us.) 
 
C. Hebrews 9:14; 27-28 (NLT) says it some more: 14 Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our 
consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship the living God. For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered 
Himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins... 27 And just as each person is destined to die once and after that comes 
judgment, 28 so also Christ was offered once for all time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. (I pray you 
are among the Many!) He will come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for 
Him. (The Bread & Cup remind us.) 
 



D. Hebrews 10:10 & 14 & 18 (NLT) 10 For God’s will was for us to be made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, 
once for all time... 14 For by that one offering He forever made perfect those who are being made holy... 18 And when sins 
have been forgiven, there is no need to offer any more sacrifices. (The Bread & Cup Remind Us.) 
 
E. 1 John 2:1-2 (NIV) 1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 
but also for the sins of the whole world. (The Bread & Cup Remind Us.) 
 
F. Story: Martin Luther on Abraham's Offering... 
 
* Pray & Serve Communion...  
 
* Ephesians 5:1-2 (NLT) is our Benediction Verse: 1 Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are His 
dear children. 2 Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered Himself as a sacrifice for 
us, a pleasing aroma to God. 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff  
 
2 Kings 3:1-27 (ESV) 
1 In the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Ahab became king over Israel in Samaria, 
and he reigned twelve years. 2 He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, though not like his father and mother, for 
he put away the pillar of Baal that his father had made. 3 Nevertheless, he clung to the sin of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, which he made Israel to sin; he did not depart from it. 4 Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep breeder, and 
he had to deliver to the king of Israel 100,000 lambs and the wool of 100,000 rams. 5 But when Ahab died, the king of 
Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. 6 So King Jehoram marched out of Samaria at that time and mustered all 
Israel. 7 And he went and sent word to Jehoshaphat king of Judah: “The king of Moab has rebelled against me. Will 

you go with me to battle against Moab?” And he said, “I will go. I am as you are, my people as your people, my 
horses as your horses.” 8 Then he said, “By which way shall we march?” Jehoram answered, “By the way of the 
wilderness of Edom.” 9 So the king of Israel went with the king of Judah and the king of Edom. And when they had 

made a circuitous march of seven days, there was no water for the army or for the animals that followed them. 
10 Then the king of Israel said, “Alas! The Lord has called these three kings to give them into the hand of Moab.” 
11 And Jehoshaphat said, “Is there no prophet of the Lord here, through whom we may inquire of the Lord?” Then 

one of the king of Israel's servants answered, “Elisha the son of Shaphat is here, who poured water on the hands of 
Elijah.” 12 And Jehoshaphat said, “The word of the Lord is with him.” So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the 
king of Edom went down to him. 13 And Elisha said to the king of Israel, “What have I to do with you? Go to the 

prophets of your father and to the prophets of your mother.” But the king of Israel said to him, “No; it is the Lord who 
has called these three kings to give them into the hand of Moab.” 14 And Elisha said, “As the Lord of hosts lives, 

before whom I stand, were it not that I have regard for Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I would neither look at you nor 
see you. 15 But now bring me a musician.” And when the musician played, the hand of the Lord came upon him. 
16 And he said, “Thus says the Lord, ‘I will make this dry streambed full of pools.’ 17 For thus says the Lord, ‘You 

shall not see wind or rain, but that streambed shall be filled with water, so that you shall drink, you, your livestock, 
and your animals.’ 18 This is a light thing in the sight of the Lord. He will also give the Moabites into your hand, 
19 and you shall attack every fortified city and every choice city, and shall fell every good tree and stop up all springs 
of water and ruin every good piece of land with stones.” 20 The next morning, about the time of offering the sacrifice, 
behold, water came from the direction of Edom, till the country was filled with water. 21 When all the Moabites heard 

that the kings had come up to fight against them, all who were able to put on armor, from the youngest to the oldest, 
were called out and were drawn up at the border. 22 And when they rose early in the morning and the sun shone on 
the water, the Moabites saw the water opposite them as red as blood. 23 And they said, “This is blood; the kings 
have surely fought together and struck one another down. Now then, Moab, to the spoil!” 24 But when they came to 

the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose and struck the Moabites, till they fled before them. And they went forward, 
striking the Moabites as they went. 25 And they overthrew the cities, and on every good piece of land every man 

threw a stone until it was covered. They stopped every spring of water and felled all the good trees, till only its stones 
were left in Kir-hareseth, and the slingers surrounded and attacked it. 26 When the king of Moab saw that the battle 

was going against him, he took with him 700 swordsmen to break through, opposite the king of Edom, but they could 
not. 27 Then he took his oldest son who was to reign in his place and offered him for a burnt offering on the wall. And 

there came great wrath against Israel. And they withdrew from him and returned to their own land. 
 
Leviticus 20:1-5 (NIV) 
1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Say to the Israelites: ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing in Israel who sacrifices any 
of his children to Molek is to be put to death. The members of the community are to stone him. 3 I Myself will set My 

face against him and will cut him off from his people; for by sacrificing his children to Molek, he has defiled My 
sanctuary and profaned My holy name. 4 If the members of the community close their eyes when that man sacrifices 



one of his children to Molek and if they fail to put him to death, 5 I Myself will set My face against him and his family 

and will cut them off from their people together with all who follow him in prostituting themselves to Molek. 
 
Romans 3:23-26 (NLT) 
23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 24 Yet God, in His grace, freely makes us 
right in His sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when He freed us from the penalty for our sins. 25 For God 

presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed His 
life, shedding His blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when He held back and did not punish those 
who sinned in times past, 26 for He was looking ahead and including them in what He would do in this present time. 

God did this to demonstrate His righteousness, for He Himself is fair and just, and He makes sinners right in His sight 
when they believe in Jesus. 
 
1 John 4:9-10 (NLT) 
9 God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal 
life through Him. 10 This is real love--not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as a sacrifice to 

take away our sins. 
 
Hebrews 9:14 & 27-28 (NLT) 
14 Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship 

the living God. For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered Himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins... 
27 And just as each person is destined to die once and after that comes judgment, 28 so also Christ was offered 

once for all time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. He will come again, not to deal with our sins, but 
to bring salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for Him. 
 
Hebrews 10:10 & 14 & 18 (NLT) 
10 For God’s will was for us to be made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all time... 14 For by 
that one offering He forever made perfect those who are being made holy... 18 And when sins have been forgiven, 

there is no need to offer any more sacrifices. 
 
1 John 2:1-2 (NIV) 
1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for 

the sins of the whole world. 
 
Martin Luther on Abraham’s Offering 

For family devotions, Martin Luther once read the account of Abraham offering Isaac on the altar in Genesis 22. His 
wife, Katie, said, “I do not believe it. God would not have treated His son like that!” “But, Katie,” Luther replied, “He 
did.”   
- The Wycliffe Handbook of Preaching & Preachers, W. Wiersbe, p. 191. 

 
Ephesians 5:1-2 (NLT) 
1 Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are His dear children. 2 Live a life filled with love, 

following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered Himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God. 
 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
"How Deep The Father's Love For Us" - Performed by WorshipMob 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nR-N_Oh4uNg  
 
The Moabite Stone - Chuck Missler 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DVIJUY4NrJc 
 
The Mesha Stele/The Moabite Stone - Matt Ryniker 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=exlKI5FCk4o 
 
"Offering" by Third Day 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBzbN_Krh7M 
 
"A Most Elegant Book" - Mark Thogmartin (Full MP3 Sermon) 
http://millersportcc.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/A-MOST-ELEGANT-BOOK.mp3 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nR-N_Oh4uNg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DVIJUY4NrJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=exlKI5FCk4o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBzbN_Krh7M
http://millersportcc.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/A-MOST-ELEGANT-BOOK.mp3


"Facing the Darkness" - Samaritan's Purse Movie - Encore Showing on April 10th 
http://facingdarknessmovie.com/theaters?utm_source=email_newsletter&utm_campaign=mar31 
 
 

Bonus Stuff 

 
Genesis 25:19-34 (ESV) 
19 These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham fathered Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty years old 

when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to 
be his wife. 21 And Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren. And the Lord granted his prayer, 
and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22 The children struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this 
happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, 
and two peoples from within you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the older shall serve the 
younger.” 24 When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her womb. 25 The first came 
out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they called his name Esau. 26 Afterward his brother came out with his hand 
holding Esau's heel, so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 27 When the 
boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents. 28 Isaac 
loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau 
came in from the field, and he was exhausted. 30 And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stew, for I am 
exhausted!” (Therefore his name was called Edom. 31 Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright now.” 32 Esau said, “I am 
about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33 Jacob said, “Swear to me now.” So he swore to him and sold his 
birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went his way. 

Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
 
Jeremiah 32:26-35 (ESV) 
26 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 27 “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is anything too hard for 
Me? 28 Therefore, thus says the Lord: Behold, I am giving this city into the hands of the Chaldeans and into the hand 
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall capture it. 29 The Chaldeans who are fighting against this city shall 

come and set this city on fire and burn it, with the houses on whose roofs offerings have been made to Baal and drink 
offerings have been poured out to other gods, to provoke Me to anger. 30 For the children of Israel and the children 

of Judah have done nothing but evil in My sight from their youth. The children of Israel have done nothing but provoke 
Me to anger by the work of their hands, declares the Lord. 31 This city has aroused My anger and wrath, from the day 
it was built to this day, so that I will remove it from My sight 32 because of all the evil of the children of Israel and the 

children of Judah that they did to provoke Me to anger--their kings and their officials, their priests and their prophets, 
the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 33 They have turned to Me their back and not their face. And 
though I have taught them persistently, they have not listened to receive instruction. 34 They set up their 
abominations in the house that is called by My Name, to defile it. 35 They built the high places of Baal in the Valley of 

the Son of Hinnom, to offer up their sons and daughters to Molech, though I did not command them, nor did it enter 
into My mind, that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:1-22 (NIV) 
1 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud 
and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all 
ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual Rock that 
accompanied them, and that Rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies 
were scattered in the wilderness. 6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil 
things as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink 
and got up to indulge in revelry.” 8 We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did--and in one day 
twenty-three thousand of them died. 9 We should not test Christ, as some of them did--and were killed by snakes. 
10 And do not grumble, as some of them did--and were killed by the destroying angel. 11 These things happened to 
them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come. 12 So, 
if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is 

common to mankind. And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are 
tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can endure it. 14 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 
15 I speak to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. 16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give 

thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 
17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf. 18 Consider the people 
of Israel: Do not those who eat the sacrifices participate in the altar? 19 Do I mean then that food sacrificed to an idol 
is anything, or that an idol is anything? 20 No, but the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and I 
do not want you to be participants with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; 
you cannot have a part in both the Lord’s table and the table of demons. 22 Are we trying to arouse the Lord’s 

jealousy? Are we stronger than he? 

http://facingdarknessmovie.com/theaters?utm_source=email_newsletter&utm_campaign=mar31


 
Hebrews 2:14-18 (NLT) 
14 Because God’s children are human beings--made of flesh and blood--the Son also became flesh and blood. For 

only as a human being could He die, and only by dying could He break the power of the devil, who had the power of 
death. 15 Only in this way could He set free all who have lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying. 16 We also 
know that the Son did not come to help angels; He came to help the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore, it was 

necessary for Him to be made in every respect like us, His brothers and sisters, so that He could be our merciful and 
faithful High Priest before God. Then He could offer a sacrifice that would take away the sins of the people. 18 Since 

He Himself has gone through suffering and testing, He is able to help us when we are being tested. 
 
The Bible and Child Sacrifice 
By S. Michael Houdmann 
https://www.gotquestions.org/child-sacrifice.html 
 

Question: "What does the Bible say about child sacrifice?" 
 
Answer: The horrific practice of child sacrifice has been committed throughout the world for thousands of years. 
Generally, the sacrifice of a child was intertwined with the worship of a pagan deity, often a fertility god. Worshipers 
sought to obtain a blessing from their god(s) or to confirm or complete a vow taken in the name of the god. 
 
Ancient Aztecs, Incas, and a few other peoples in South and Central America practiced child sacrifice. The same for 
the Druids of Europe. The city of Carthage in North Africa contains evidence of child sacrifice related to the worship of 
Ba’al Hammon, a god imported from Phoenicia. Many Roman writers refer to this barbaric act in Carthage. 
 
The Bible contains the heart-breaking tale of child sacrifice practiced in the name of Molech (also spelled Moloch or 
Molek), a god of the Ammonites. Molech worship was practiced by the Ammonites and Canaanites, who revered 
Molech as a protecting father figure. Images of Molech were made of bronze, and their outstretched arms were 
heated red-hot. Living children were then placed into the idol’s hands and died there or were rolled into a fire pit 
below. Some sources indicate a child might also be “passed through the fire” prior to the actual sacrifice in order to 
purify or baptize the child. Molech worship occurred in the Hinnom Valley near Jerusalem. Because of this, the valley 
became associated with the idea of Tophet, or hell (Isaiah 30:33; Jeremiah 19:12; Mark 9:45). 
 
God prohibited Israel from child sacrifice in general and Molech worship in particular. Leviticus 20:2-5 states, “Say to 
the Israelites: ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing in Israel who sacrifices any of his children to Molek is to be put 
to death. The members of the community are to stone him. I myself will set my face against him and will cut him off 
from his people; for by sacrificing his children to Molek, he has defiled my sanctuary and profaned my holy name. If 
the members of the community close their eyes when that man sacrifices one of his children to Molek and if they fail 
to put him to death, I myself will set my face against him and his family and will cut them off from their people together 
with all who follow him in prostituting themselves to Molek.’” Many other Old Testament passages affirm God’s zero-
tolerance for child sacrifice. 
 
Sadly, King Solomon became involved in this horrendous practice, as recorded in 1 Kings 11:4-11, “As Solomon grew 
old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart 
of David his father had been. He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molek the detestable god of 
the Ammonites. So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD. . . . On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high 
place for Chemosh the detestable god of Moab, and for Molek the detestable god of the Ammonites. . . . The LORD 
became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had 
appeared to him twice. Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD’s 
command.”  
 
Later, the evil king Manassah offered his own son as a sacrifice (2 Kings 21:6), as did King Ahaz (2 Chronicles 28:1-
4). The people of Judah participated in this crime against their own sons—a sin so “detestable” that God said it had 
never even crossed His mind (Jeremiah 32:35). Child sacrifice was one reason for the Babylonian captivity (verse 
36). 
 
Some critics of the Bible point to the story of Abraham, who laid his son Isaac on an altar and prepared to sacrifice 
him as directed by God (Genesis 22:1-14). However, in this case, God was testing the obedience and faith of 
Abraham. God stopped him from actually following through and provided a ram as a substitute sacrifice.  
 
Today, child sacrifice is practiced throughout the world. There has been a resurgence of child sacrifice in Uganda. 
Witch doctors have been implicated in the mutilation and death of children who were killed in an effort to bring good 
fortune and wealth to those willing to pay for it. There is also a correlation between child sacrifice and modern-day 
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abortion. Unprecedented numbers of children have been “sacrificed” at the hands of abortionists for the sake of 
convenience, immorality, or pride. Hundreds of thousands of babies have been killed so that their parents can 
maintain a certain lifestyle. God hates “hands that shed innocent blood” (Proverbs 6:17), and we can be sure that 
God will judge this horrendous sin. 
 
Recommended Resource: The Popular Handbook of Archaeology and the Bible by Geisler & Holden 
 
- While he is not the author of every article on GotQuestions.org, for citation purposes, you may reference our CEO, S. Michael Houdmann. 
 
 

Quote by Jonathan Edwards 

"The redeemed are dependent of God for all. All that we have-- wisdom, the pardon of sin, deliverance, acceptance in 
God's favor, grace, holiness, true comfort and happiness, eternal life and glory--we have from God by a Mediator; and 
this Mediator is God. God not only gives us the Mediator, and accepts His mediation, and of His power and grace 
bestows the things purchased by the Mediator, but He is the Mediator. Our blessings are what we have by purchase; 
and the purchase is made of God; the blessings are purchased of Him; and not only so, but God is the purchaser. 
Yes, God is both the purchaser and the price; for Christ, who is God, purchased these blessings by offering Himself 
as the price of our salvation."  
- Jonathan Edwards, Closer Walk, July, 1988, p. 15. 
 

Quote by Dr. Ray Pritchard 

"When God looked down and saw His Son bearing the sin of the world, He didn't see His Son, He saw instead the sin 
that He was bearing. And in that awful moment, the Father turned away. Not in anger at His Son. No, He loved His 
Son as much at that moment as He ever had. He turned away in anger over all the sin of the world that sent His Son 
to the cross. He turned away in sorrow and deepest pain when He saw what sin had done. He turned away in 
complete revulsion at the ugliness of sin. When He did that, Jesus was alone. Completely forsaken. God-forsaken. 
Abandoned. Deserted. Disowned...Thus did the Son of God make complete identification with sinners. Jesus became 
a curse for us. He died in our place. All our sins were laid on Him. It was for that reason—and only for that reason—
that God the Father forsook His beloved Son." 
- Dr. Ray Pritchard is the president of Keep Believing Ministries, in Internet-based ministry serving Christians in 225 countries. 
 

Quote by Oswald Chambers 

"We trample the blood of the Son of God if we think we are forgiven because we are sorry for our sins. The only 
explanation for the forgiveness of God and for the unfathomable depth of His forgetting is the death of Jesus Christ. 
Our repentance is merely the outcome of our personal realization of the atonement which He has worked out for us. It 
does not matter who or what we are; there is absolute reinstatement into God by the death of Jesus Christ and by no 
other way, not because Jesus Christ pleads, but because He died. It is not earned, but accepted. All the pleading 
which deliberately refuses to recognize the Cross is of no avail; it is battering at a door other than the one that Jesus 
has opened. Our Lord does not pretend we are all right when we are all wrong. The atonement is a propitiation 
whereby God, through the death of Jesus, makes an unholy man holy." 
 
Communion - Westminster Confession of Faith 

Our Lord Jesus, in the night wherein He was betrayed, instituted the sacrament of His body and blood, called the 
Lord’s Supper, to be observed in His church, unto the end of the world, for the perpetual remembrance of the 
sacrifice of Himself in His death; the sealing of all benefits thereof unto true believers, their spiritual nourishment and 
growth in Him, their further engagement in and to all duties which they owe unto Him; and, to be a bond and pledge 
of their communion with Him, and with each other, as members of His mystical body. 
- WCF, Paragraph I, Chapter Chapter XXIX. 
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