
HEZEKIAH: A DEATHBED RECOVERY 

 
I. Isaiah 38:1-32  Isaiah 53:3-6  1 Peter 2:21-25 
(To read all about Hezekiah, see: 2 King 18-20; 2 Chronicles. 29-32; Isaiah 36-39 

 
A. King Hezekiah has been our topic for the past few Sundays. He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord. That 
said, he was also a flawed man. He wrestled with pride, selfishness, double mindedness, and imprudence. These 
would lead to some very bad decisions that negatively impacted his nation down the road.  
 
B. We're all acquainted with the phrase, "When it rains, it pours." At the age of 38 or 39, during or leading up to the 
Assyrian invasion crisis, Hezekiah found himself on his deathbed. God sent Isaiah to break the fatal news to the 
king. This account is described in 2 Kings 20, 2 Chronicles 32, and in Isaiah 38. Isaiah is our text today... 
 
C. Isaiah 38:1-32 (ESV) King Hezekiah becomes sick unto death... 
 
1) V1: 1 In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the point of death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came 
to him, and said to him, “Thus says the Lord: Set your house in order, for you shall die, you shall not recover.” (What the 
illness was we don't know. It could have been a form of terminal skin cancer or an internal disease causing boils as 
an external symptom.) 
 
2) V2-3: 2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord, 3 and said, “Please, O Lord, remember how I 
have walked before You in faithfulness and with a whole heart, and have done what is good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah 
wept bitterly. (OV "Hezekiah wept sore." YLT "Hezekiah weepeth--a great weeping!") 
 
3) V4-5: 4 Then the word of the Lord came to Isaiah: 5 “Go and say to Hezekiah, Thus says the Lord, the God of David your 
father: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Behold, I will add fifteen years to your life. (Isaiah delivers God's 
word then departs. Before he clears the palace premises, God speaks again. Remember--God is sovereign. And 
remember--God also ordains prayer which the Scriptures reveal is highly effectual. If your concept of God's 
sovereignty somehow sees prayer as unnecessary or ineffective or futile, then your understanding of God's 
sovereignty is Biblically flawed. There's a big difference between the sovereignty of God and fatalism.) 
 
4) V6-8: 6 I will deliver you and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, and will defend this city. 7 “This shall be the 
sign to you from the Lord, that the Lord will do this thing that He has promised: 8 Behold, I will make the shadow cast by the 
declining sun on the dial of Ahaz turn back ten steps.” So the sun turned back on the dial the ten steps by which it had 
declined. (This wasn't a localized phenomenon. Babylonian star gazers noticed and they came calling. Unfortunately 
Hezekiah showed this delegation all his treasures which they would one day confiscate as they hauled Judah into 
exile.) 
 
5) V9-14 (Hezekiah's personal testimony of healing.): 9 A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, after he had been sick and 
had recovered from his sickness: 10 I said, In the middle of my days I must depart; I am consigned to the gates of Sheol for 
the rest of my years. 11 I said, I shall not see the Lord, the Lord in the land of the living; I shall look on man no more among 
the inhabitants of the world. 12 My dwelling is plucked up and removed from me like a shepherd's tent; like a weaver I have 
rolled up my life; He cuts me off from the loom; from day to night you bring me to an end; 13 I calmed myself until morning; 
like a lion He breaks all my bones; from day to night You bring me to an end. 14 Like a swallow or a crane I chirp; I moan 
like a dove. My eyes are weary with looking upward. O Lord, I am oppressed; be My pledge of safety! (NKJV "Undertake 
for me!" Can you hear the anguish and woe in his prayer? Hezekiah's after-death theology is seriously lacking. It 
lacks resurrection hope and an eternal perspective. Our's may as well! But One from his lineage will change 
everything!) 
 
6) V15-16: 15 What shall I say? For He has spoken to me, and He Himself has done it. I walk slowly all my years because of 
the bitterness of my soul. 16 O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these is the life of my spirit. Oh restore me to health 
and make me live! (Remember Hezekiah is weeping sore, he "weepeth a great weeping!") 
 
7) V17: 17 Behold, it was for my welfare that I had great bitterness; but in love You have delivered my life from the pit of 
destruction, for You have cast all my sins behind Your back. (God's lovingkindness is better than life! He casts 
Hezekiah's sins out of sight. Christ would die for his ancestor's sins! And through Christ more happens to our 
sins:  
 
* Micah 7:18-19 (NIV) 18 Who is a God like You, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of His 
inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. 19 You will again have compassion on us; You will 
tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.  
 
* Psalm 103:11-12 (ESV) 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His steadfast love toward those 
who fear Him; 12 as far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove our transgressions from us. (He puts our sin 
out sight and out of reach!) 
 



* Jeremiah 31:33-34 (NIV) 33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the Lord. “I 
will put My law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be My people. 34 No longer will 
they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know Me, from the least of them to 
the greatest,” declares the Lord. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” (He also puts 
our sin out of mind!) 
 
* Isaiah 43:25 (NIV) 25 “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions, for My own sake, and remembers your sins no 
more.  
 
* Isaiah 44:22 (ESV) 22 I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist; return to Me, for I have 
redeemed you. (He puts our sin out of sight, out of reach, out of mind, and out of existence!) 
 
8) V18-22: 18 For Sheol does not thank You; death does not praise You; those who go down to the pit do not hope for Your 
faithfulness. 19 The living, the living, he thanks you, as I do this day; the father makes known to the children Your 
faithfulness. 20 The Lord will save me, and we will play my music on stringed instruments all the days of our lives, at the 
house of the Lord. 21 Now Isaiah had said, “Let them take a cake of figs and apply it to the boil, that he may recover.” 
22 Hezekiah also had said, “What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the Lord?” (Perhaps a token medicinal 
remedy, emblematic of what God was already doing.) 
 
D. How many of you have lost a loved one to cancer or heart disease or some other terrible ailment? This room is 
full of survivors, folks who know what it's like to weepeth and great weeping. May His mercy continually be yours! 
 
E. What if you were on your deathbed and God gave you 15 more years? What if that happened 14-1/2 years ago? 
We were all born with a terminal disease--it's called sin. There are no self cures. Sinners that self-medicate are only 
deceiving themselves. Those that hawk self-help elixirs are hucksters, dealers in bad medicine, shamans of death, 
false prophets, whitewashed tombs, the blind leading the blind! Don't buy what they're selling! But there is a 
remedy. His name is Jesus. The Bread & Cup remind us... 
 
F. Isaiah 53:3-6 (ESV) are from this same Isaiah that delivered the two messages from the Lord to Hezekiah on his 
deathbed. He foretells the ultimate remedy. God the Son will be our Great Physician: 3 He was despised and rejected 
by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as One from whom men hide their faces He was despised, and we 
esteemed Him not. 4 Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by 
God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with His wounds (by His stripes) we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned--every one--to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. (May the Bread & 
Cup today not only remind us but impart hope for healing to our souls!) 
 
G. Then we have Peter, who shortly after that Last Supper, denied Jesus three times. But Jesus would go to the 
cross for Peter and would restore him after the resurrection. 1 Peter 2:21-25 (NLT) takes us to Communion: 21 For 
God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your example, and you must 
follow in His steps. 22 He never sinned, nor ever deceived anyone. 23 He did not retaliate when He was insulted, nor 
threaten revenge when He suffered. He left His case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly. 24 He personally carried 
our sins in His body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. (Then Peter quotes Isaiah) By His 
wounds you are healed. 25 Once you were like sheep who wandered away. But now you have turned to your Shepherd, the 
Guardian of your souls. (May the Bread & Cup remind us...) 
 
* Pray and Serve Communion... 
 
* Malachi 4:2 (NLT) is our Benediction Verse: 2 But for you who fear My name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with 
healing in His wings. And you will go free, leaping with joy like calves let out to pasture. 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff  
 
Isaiah 38:1-32 (ESV) 
1 In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the point of death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came 
to him, and said to him, “Thus says the Lord: Set your house in order, for you shall die, you shall not recover.” 2 Then 
Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord, 3 and said, “Please, O Lord, remember how I have 

walked before You in faithfulness and with a whole heart, and have done what is good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah 
wept bitterly. 4 Then the word of the Lord came to Isaiah: 5 “Go and say to Hezekiah, Thus says the Lord, the God of 
David your father: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Behold, I will add fifteen years to your life. 6 I will 
deliver you and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, and will defend this city. 7 “This shall be the sign to you 
from the Lord, that the Lord will do this thing that He has promised: 8 Behold, I will make the shadow cast by the 

declining sun on the dial of Ahaz turn back ten steps.” So the sun turned back on the dial the ten steps by which it 
had declined. 9 A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, after he had been sick and had recovered from his sickness: 10 I 
said, In the middle of my days I must depart; I am consigned to the gates of Sheol for the rest of my years. 11 I said, I 



shall not see the Lord, the Lord in the land of the living; I shall look on man no more among the inhabitants of the 
world. 12 My dwelling is plucked up and removed from me like a shepherd's tent; like a weaver I have rolled up my 
life; He cuts me off from the loom; from day to night you bring me to an end; 13 I calmed myself until morning; like a 
lion He breaks all my bones; from day to night You bring me to an end. 14 Like a swallow or a crane I chirp; I moan 
like a dove. My eyes are weary with looking upward. O Lord, I am oppressed; be My pledge of safety! 15 What shall I 

say? For He has spoken to me, and He Himself has done it. I walk slowly all my years because of the bitterness of 
my soul. 16 O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these is the life of my spirit. Oh restore me to health and 
make me live! 17 Behold, it was for my welfare that I had great bitterness; but in love You have delivered my life from 
the pit of destruction, for You have cast all my sins behind Your back. 18 For Sheol does not thank You; death does 
not praise You; those who go down to the pit do not hope for Your faithfulness. 19 The living, the living, he thanks 
you, as I do this day; the father makes known to the children Your faithfulness. 20 The Lord will save me, and we will 
play my music on stringed instruments all the days of our lives, at the house of the Lord. 21 Now Isaiah had said, “Let 
them take a cake of figs and apply it to the boil, that he may recover.” 22 Hezekiah also had said, “What is the sign 

that I shall go up to the house of the Lord?” 
 
Micah 7:18-19 (NIV) 
18 Who is a God like You, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of His inheritance? You do 
not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. 19 You will again have compassion on us; You will tread our sins 

underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. 
 
Psalm 103:11-12 (ESV) 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him; 12 as 

far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove our transgressions from us. 
 
Jeremiah 31:33-34 (NIV) 
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the Lord. “I will put My law in 
their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be My people. 34 No longer will they teach 

their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know Me, from the least of them to the 
greatest,” declares the Lord. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 
 
Isaiah 43:25 (NIV) 
25 “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions, for My own sake, and remembers your sins no more. 

 
Isaiah 44:22 (ESV) 
22 I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist; return to Me, for I have redeemed you. 

 
Isaiah 53:3-6 (ESV) 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as One from whom men 
hide their faces He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. 4 Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced for our transgressions; 

He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His wounds we 
are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned--every one--to his own way; and the Lord has laid 

on Him the iniquity of us all. 
 
1 Peter 2:21-25 (NLT) 
21 For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your example, and 
you must follow in His steps. 22 He never sinned, nor ever deceived anyone. 23 He did not retaliate when He was 

insulted, nor threaten revenge when He suffered. He left His case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly. 
24 He personally carried our sins in His body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. By 
His wounds you are healed. 25 Once you were like sheep who wandered away. But now you have turned to your 

Shepherd, the Guardian of your souls. 
 
Malachi 4:2 (NLT) 
2 But for you who fear My name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in His wings. And you will go free, 

leaping with joy like calves let out to pasture. 
 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
"Isaiah 53" - ChurchLife Worship Band (Today's Communion Song) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nR0pbSZej3w 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nR0pbSZej3w


Prayer Does Things - John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2s9S20HlA2Y 
 
"Prayer Isn't Magic" - Article by Jared C. Wilson, The Gospel Coalition (Thanks Mark!) 
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/gospeldrivenchurch/2017/03/01/prayer-isnt-magic/ 
 
The Sovereignty of God vs The Free Will of Man - Dr. John Lennox 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Swx7z-esPBg 
 
If God is Sovereign, How Can Man Be Free? - R.C. Sproul (Full Sermon) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iokVMSaLhvU 
 
"Facing Darkness" - A Samaritan's Purse Film (Info, Theaters, Film Trailer) 
http://facingdarknessmovie.com/ 
 

Bonus Stuff 

 
Quote by Jared C. Wilson 

"So in prayer, you are not commanding the Spirit or summoning the Spirit like He’s a cosmic butler. In prayer, you are 
not in the place of control but in the place of submission. Prayer is effectively “spilling your guts,” because through 
prayer we bare our hearts, minds, and souls to the God who wants to be our friend. And the more we do this baring, 
the more we will experience of His power, even in our lowest and weakest of moments. Prayer is essentially 
weaponized weakness... Prayer is the act that, through Jesus and by the Holy Spirit, puts us in the open embrace of 
the Father who listens with love. You can kneel, you can stand, you can sit, you can recline. You can clasp your 
hands or lift them. You can bow your head or raise it to heaven. You can close your eyes or behold creation. You can 
pray aloud or in your head. However you are going about it, we can’t complicate the act itself by ignoring the 
simplicity that all of it is talking to God." 
- Jared C. Wilson, "Prayer Isn't Magic," The Gospel Coalition, March 1, 2017. To read full article, go to: 
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/gospeldrivenchurch/2017/03/01/prayer-isnt-magic/ 
 

Quote by Matthew Henry 

"Come, and see the victories of the cross. Christ’s wounds are thy healings, His agonies thy repose, His conflicts thy 
conquests, His groans thy songs, His pains thine ease, His shame thy glory, His death thy life, His sufferings thy 
salvation." 
 
Quote by James H. Aughey 

"Christ is the Good Physician. There is no disease He cannot heal; no sin He cannot remove; no trouble He cannot 
help. He is the Balm of Gilead, the Great Physician who has never yet failed to heal all the spiritual maladies of every 
soul that has come unto Him in faith and prayer." 
 
Quote by John Newton 

"How sweet the name of Jesus sounds, in a believer’s ear! It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, and drives away 
his fear." 
 
Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon 

"I believe that every particle of dust that dances in the sunbeam does not move an atom more or less than God 
wishes--that every particle of spray that dashes against the steamboat has its orbit, as well as the sun in the 
heavens--that the chaff from the hand of the winnower is steered as the stars in their courses. The creeping of an 
aphid over the rosebud is as much fixed as the march of the devastating pestilence--the fall of sere leaves from a 
poplar is as fully ordained as the tumbling of an avalanche." 
- Sermons of the Rev. C.H. Spurgeon, Second Series, Sheldon, Blakeman, & Co., 1857, p. 201.  
 
Quote by Augustine 

"I have tried hard to maintain the free choice of the human will, but the grace of God prevailed."  
 
Quote by Richard Mouw 

“There is no denying that a belief that we are predestined to eternal life can lead to a deterministic, even fatalistic, 
understanding of the Christian life. If it is God who does the choosing, then we may be tempted to think that our own 
choosing, our own responding to God, is a charade. It is all preprogrammed. But Calvinist theologians go out of their 
way to deny this implication.” 
- Richard Mouw, Calvinism in the Las Vegas Airport, p.66. 

 
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2s9S20HlA2Y
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/gospeldrivenchurch/2017/03/01/prayer-isnt-magic/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Swx7z-esPBg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iokVMSaLhvU
http://facingdarknessmovie.com/
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/gospeldrivenchurch/2017/03/01/prayer-isnt-magic/


Wayne Grudem on Election vs Fatalism (Systematic Theology) 

Sometimes those who object to the doctrine of election say that it is "fatalism" or that it presents a "mechanistic 
system" for the universe. Two somewhat different objections are involved here. By "fatalism" is meant a system in 
which human choices and human decisions really do not make any difference. In fatalism, no matter what we do, 
things are going to turn out as they have been previously ordained. Therefore, it is futile to attempt to influence the 
outcome of events or the outcome of our lives by putting forth any effort or making any significant choices, because 
these will not make any difference any way. In a true fatalistic system, of course, our humanity is destroyed for our 
choices really mean nothing, and the motivation for moral accountability is removed. 
 
In a mechanistic system the picture is one of an impersonal universe in which all things that happen have been 
inflexibly determined by an impersonal force long ago, and the universe functions in a mechanical way so that human 
beings are more like machines or robots than genuine persons. Here also genuine human personality would be 
reduced to the level of a machine that simply functions in accordance with predetermined plans and in response to 
predetermined causes and influences. 
 
By contrast to the mechanistic picture, the New Testament presents the entire outworking of our salvation as 
something brought about by a personal God in relationship with personal creatures. God "destined us in love to be 
His sons through Jesus Christ" (Eph. 1:5). God's act of election was neither impersonal nor mechanistic, but was 
permeated with personal love for those whom He chose. Moreover, the personal care of God for His creatures, even 
those who rebel against Him, is seen clearly in God's plea through Ezekiel, "As I live, says the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his evil way and live; turn back, turn back from your 
evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?" (Ezek. 33:11). 
- Wayne Grudem, Misunderstandings of the Doctrine of Election, Systematic Theology, p. 674. To read the full section, go to: 
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/misunderstandings.html 
 

What is Fatalism? What is Determinism? 

By S. Michael Houdmann 
https://www.gotquestions.org/fatalism.html 

 
Question: "What is fatalism? What is determinism?" 

 
Answer: Let’s begin with some general definitions of fatalism and determinism and some related terms: 
 
Determinism: The view that every event has a cause and that everything in the universe is absolutely dependent on 
and governed by causal laws. Determinism is related to fatalism, since determinists believe that all events, including 
human actions, are caused by something else. Determinism is typically thought to be incompatible with free will. 
 
Fatalism: The belief that “what will be will be,” since all past, present, and future events have already been 
predetermined by God or another all-powerful force, such as “Fate.” In religion, fatalism may sometimes be confused 
with predestination, the doctrine that God chooses those who go to heaven before they are even born. It’s important 
to note that the Bible teaches predestination but not to the exclusion of free will; thus, the Bible does not teach 
fatalism. 
 
Free will: The freedom of choice or self-determination that human beings possess; those who believe in free will 
believe that, given any situation, a person could have done other than what he did. Philosophers have argued that 
free will is incompatible with determinism and fatalism. 
 
Indeterminism: The view that there are events that do not have any cause; many proponents of free will believe that 
acts of choice are independent of any physiological or psychological cause. 
 
Theological fatalism or theological determinism is an attempt to demonstrate a logical contradiction between an 
omniscient God and free will, where free will is defined as the ability to choose between alternatives. In this it is 
similar in purpose to the conundrum “Can an omnipotent God make a rock too heavy for Him to lift?” 
 
Theological fatalism’s premises are stated as follows: God is omniscient. Since God is omniscient, God has infallible 
foreknowledge. If God has infallible foreknowledge that tomorrow you will engage in an event (mow the lawn), then 
you must invariably engage in that event (mowing the lawn). 
 
Therefore, according to theological fatalism, free will is not possible, since you have no alternative except to 
participate in the event (mow the lawn). If you do not mow the lawn, then God is not omniscient. But if you mow the 
lawn, then you don’t have free will, on account of your inability to choose an alternative. 
 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/misunderstandings.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/fatalism.html


Here is an opposing argument to theological fatalism: God is omniscient. Since God is omniscient, He is also 
infallible. If God has infallible foreknowledge that tomorrow you will mow the lawn, then you will freely choose to do 
so, not out of obligation or lack of choice. You still have free will to mow the lawn or not mow it; God merely knows 
your choice before you make it. You are not obliged to mow the lawn tomorrow any more than you are to play tennis 
or bake a cake. If you were going to change your mind, God would have seen that also, so you still have free will in 
all matters. Also, you will still make the same choices (exercising your free will), even if God chose not to see the 
future. God’s passive foreknowledge of the future does not alter your free will. 
 
There is a vast difference between fatalism, chance (or fortune), and predestination. 
 
Fatalism teaches that there is a blind, impersonal force over which no one has control—not even God—and that 
events are swept along by this blind, purposeless power. 
 
Chance (or fortune) is a capricious force that supposedly causes things to happen “luckily,” without any control or 
direction by God. In a world ruled by chance, God can foresee what will happen, but that is all. Everything depends 
on mere luck. And if the advocate of chance is asked why or how things come to pass, he has no reply except to 
shrug and say, “It just happened.” 
 
Predestination, the doctrine of the Bible, says that God has a purpose and He is working all things out according to 
His own will and purpose (Ephesians 1:11; Daniel 4:35; Isaiah 14:24; 46:10). Predestination teaches that God neither 
does nor permits anything except what serves His purpose (Psalm 33:11). This means that GOD IS the SOVEREIGN 
of the world, the One who does all things as He wills. 
 
Those who blindly believe que sera, sera, or “whatever will be, will be,” are as wrong as the advocates of chance. It is 
true that events are certain, but only so because of the sovereign God who fulfills His own decrees. 
 
Serious students of the Bible do not believe that things “just happen.” Christians reject fatalism and godless 
determinism. Rather, they understand that a wise, holy, good, and sovereign God has control of every detail of life 
(Matthew 10:29–30). The man who does not really want God to have this control or who despises the truth of God’s 
sovereignty does not love God and does not want God in his life. But God is sovereign, and He cannot deny Himself. 
 
Recommended Resource: Chosen But Free, revised edition: A Balanced View of God's Sovereignty and Free Will by 
Norm Geisler and The Potter's Freedom by James White. 
 
- While he is not the author of every article on GotQuestions.org, for citation purposes, you may reference our CEO, S. Michael Houdmann. 
 
 

Fatalism vs The Sovereignty Of God 

Pastor Jim Davey, Faith Alliance Church, Kalispell, Montana 
 
I thought that I should post the difference between Fatalism & The Sovereignty Of God here so that it is available if 
someone wants it.  As I mentioned in my sermon, knowing the difference between the two is crucial.  Fatalism is 
negative while sovereignty is positive.  Fatalism will take us away from God while sovereignty will bring us closer to 
God. 
 
Fatalism = fate determines what happens to each of us 
    •    random, arbitrary 
    •    impersonal (nobody behind events; they just happen) 
    •    no purpose (things happen without reason) 
    •    cruel (may or may not deserve what happens to us) 
    •    creates resignation (results in thinking, Why bother? Nothing can be done. What is going to happen is going to 
happen.) 
 
Sovereignty of God = God determines what happens to each of us 
    •    selective, specific 
    •    personal (controlled by God) 
    •    purposeful (a part of both God's individual & collective plans) 
    •    loving, just (people get what they deserve) 
•  creates hope/anticipation (results in thinking, How is God going to use this in my life?) 
 
- Pastor Jim Davey's Blog, Faith Alliance Church, Kalispell, Montana, Monday, May 2, 2011. To read more, go to: 
http://faithalliancechurchkalispell.blogspot.com/2011/05/fatalism-vs-sovereignty-of-god.html 
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%204.35
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2014.24
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isaiah%2046.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2033.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2010.29%E2%80%9330
https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=208447
https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=208447
https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=737434
http://gotquestions.org/
http://faithalliancechurchkalispell.blogspot.com/2011/05/fatalism-vs-sovereignty-of-god.html


 
Hezekiah’s Illness 
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(2 Kings 20.1-19; 2 Chr 32.24-31; Is 38,39) 
About the time of the Assyrian invasion, but before God destroyed their army, Hezekiah was struck with a fatal illness 
(2 Kings 20.1; Is 38.1). This was possibly a malignant skin "ulcer" (Is 38.21, YLT) with the potential to cause great 
pain. This suffering may be suggested by the expression "as a lion, so will he break all my bones" (Is 38.13). 
Hezekiah likened his impending death to a shepherd taking up his tent, or a weaver rolling up and cutting off his work 
from the loom (Is 38.12). He was devastated by the fatal prognosis and compared his complaint to the chattering of "a 
crane or a swallow" or the mourning of a dove (Is 38.14). He "wept sore" (Is 38.3). He sensed deep disappointment – 
"mine eyes fail with looking upward" – feeling oppressed and bitter (Is 38.14,17). 
 
At no point did Hezekiah envisage the Christian’s hope of death meaning "to be absent from the body, and to be 
present with the Lord" (2 Cor 5.8); neither did he express Job’s hopeful expectation of future resurrection: "though 
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God" (Job 19.26). Instead, Hezekiah felt utterly 
cheated. After all, he was only 39 years of age, without an heir, and a man who had "walked before [Jehovah] in truth 
and with a perfect heart, and [have] done that which is good in [His] sight" (Is 38.3). Why should he "in the middle of 
[his] days…depart…consigned to the gates of Sheol for the rest of [his] years" (Is 38.10, ESV)? Why would he no 
longer see Jehovah and his fellow men (Is 38.11)? And why should he be prevented from praising Jehovah and 
hoping in His truth (Is 38.18)? In Hezekiah’s struggle to accept the revealed will of God, and to come to terms with his 
own losses, he lost sight of the bigger picture and the more important matters which were at stake. If he had no son 
the messianic line would be extinguished, and if Assyria prevailed Judah would be wiped out as a nation. 
 
When Isaiah told Hezekiah to "set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live…Hezekiah turned his face 
toward the wall [blocking out everything else], and prayed unto the Lord" (Is 38.1,2). His intentions were good, even 
immediately after his cure. Hezekiah planned to use any remaining days to praise God and to teach God’s truth to his 
descendants (Is 38.19-20); and this despite the realisation that after such a near death experience his life would 
probably lack its previous vigour – "I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul" (Is 38.15). This is not 
always a bad thing. For example, Jacob’s life was transformed by his encounter with the pre-incarnate Christ, so that 
thereafter he perpetually limped (Gen 32.31; Heb 11.21). 
 
God answered Hezekiah’s prayer immediately. "And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, 
that the word of the Lord came to him, saying, Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the 
Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third 
day thou shalt go up unto the house of the Lord. And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and 
this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant 
David’s sake" (2 Kings 20.4-6). However, getting what we want is not always good for us. When Israel "lusted 
exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert…he gave them their request; but sent leanness into 
their soul" (Ps 106.14,15). As for Hezekiah, he "rendered not again according to the benefit done unto him; for his 
heart was lifted up: therefore there was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Jerusalem" (2 Chr 32.25). And sadly, 
Hezekiah’s bitter self-centeredness, when confronted with death, bred a spirit of unbelief in the living God which 
prompted him to seek a sign that God would truly do what He said He would do: prolong Hezekiah’s life (2 Kings 
20.8-10; Is 38.22). While Ahaz his father had refused God’s gracious offer of a sign (Is 7.10-12), Hezekiah requested 
the more difficult sign of the shadow "on the dial of Ahaz [turning] back ten steps" (2 Kings 20.10; Is 38.8, ESV). This 
referred to "an obelisk upon a square or circular elevation ascended by steps, which threw the shadow of its highest 
point at noon upon the highest steps."1 In a symbolic reprogramming of Hezekiah’s lifespan God gave Hezekiah his 
sign, moving "the shadow back ten steps" (2 Kings 20.11, ESV). Hezekiah’s ulcer was cured by applying "a lump of 
figs" (Is 38.21). He expressed gratitude to God in a song (Is 38.9-20), but the very sign which he sought was what led 
to the Babylonian visit which God used to test him, "that he might know all that was in his heart" (2 Chr 32.31). 
 
News of Hezekiah’s illness, recovery, and the miraculous sign reached the ears of the Babylonians who "were 
fascinated by astronomic signs".2 Interested "to enquire of the wonder that was done in the land" (2 Chr 32.31), and 
perhaps even seeking an ally against Assyria, the Babylonian ambassadors came to Hezekiah, asking after his 
wellbeing (Is 39.1). Having sensed the finality of death, the once humble Hezekiah now felt the need to impress. He 
was exceptionally rich (2 Kings 20.13,15,17; 2 Chr 32.27-29; Is 39.2,4,6). He had inherited much wealth from his 
predecessors. God had blessed him materially, and Hezekiah had carefully stored it all away. In an empty act of self-
display Hezekiah showed it all to the Babylonians. Babylon may not have been a significant force at the time, but they 
would soon emerge triumphant over Assyria, and this nation to which Hezekiah had showed all his wealth would take 
it all. Isaiah rebuked Hezekiah with the words, "Hear the word of the Lord of hosts: Behold, the days come, that all 
that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon: 
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nothing shall be left, saith the Lord. And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take 
away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon" (Is 39.5-7). Humbling themselves, Hezekiah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem repented, so postponing the sentence to a subsequent generation (2 Chr 32.26). 
Still self-centered, Hezekiah was delighted at this delay in coming judgment (Is 39.8). 
 
In the things of God pride can have disastrous consequences. This is the main message from Hezekiah’s illness. "It is 

hard to keep the spirit low in the midst of great advancements."3 Hezekiah had achieved much for God. He had been 

so zealous. Perhaps pride had started to show itself and Hezekiah’s illness was God’s means of humbling him, "For 

whom the Lord loveth he correcteth" (Pr 3.12). Even the Apostle Paul needed a thorn in the flesh to keep him humble 

(2 Cor 12.7). The difficulty of submitting to the revealed will of God while avoiding bitter self-centeredness is also 

emphasised in this aspect of Hezekiah’s life. Of course, in the Garden of Gethsemane the Lord Jesus showed 

perfectly how it is done: "Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be 

done." (Lk 22.42). Having recovered from his illness, Hezekiah’s pride grew further, as did his focus on material 

wealth and the desire for world recognition. The very treasures which he showed off to the Babylonians they would 

take from his kingdom, warning us of the folly of placing excessive emphasis on riches which "certainly make 

themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven" (Pr 23.5). Neither must we "court favour with the 

world…[or] the world will take you over."4 If godly Hezekiah so succumbed to pride, we must ourselves guard against 

it. As we grow older we must not look back with pride to past achievements. Instead, "forgetting those things which 

are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 

calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil 3.13-14). 
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