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People of the Book 



“And this is the judgment: the light has come into the 

world, and people loved the darkness rather than the 

light because their works were evil. For everyone who 

does wicked things hates the light and does not come to 

the light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever 

does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be 

clearly seen that his works have been carried out in 

God.”  ~John 3:19-21 



“This is 90% true.  

 

We ABSOLUTELY DO reject the Bible because it contradicts 

itself.  

 

It also promotes slavery, promotes misogyny, promotes rape, 

promotes incest, and promotes murder. And that's just the 

explicit promotions in the actual text of the book. So that 

absolutely contradicts my humanism.  

 

When you add that using "God did it" as an answer to all of life's 

questions, it also promotes ignorance. When you add "pray for 

forgiveness" it creates a lack of accountability for your own 

actions.  

 

So yes, the Bible 100% contradicts me.” 













Observations from the Barna Data 

 In American culture, the Bible is becoming less relevant, and 

skepticism is on the rise.  

 Even practicing Christians are struggling with issues around truth, 

morality, and the relevance of God’s Word to their lives. “Did 

God actually say…?”  ~Genesis 3:1 

 Hopeful signs do exist, however: 

 Two-thirds of all Americans hold an orthodox view of the Bible, 

that it is the actual or inspired word of God. 

 Nearly half read the Scriptures at least once a month. 

 Fidelity to the Bible is strong among practicing Christians of all 

ages. 

 



Observations from the Barna Data 

 Even so, there is an obvious disconnect between what people 

(including Christians) say they believe, and how they actually 

apply these beliefs to their lives. 

 While claiming a general reverence for God’s Word, our culture 

is increasingly appealing to other sources of  “truth” to guide our 

day-to-day functioning. 

 Truth has become untethered from anything that is grounded in 

an objective standard. 

 As God’s people, God’s church, each of us should examine him 

or herself… “What do I believe about God’s Word, and am I 

applying these beliefs consistently?” 



1 Peter 2:4-10 

4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the 

sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living 

stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: 

 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 



1 Peter 2:4-10 

7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not 

believe, 

 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 

8 and 

“A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” 

 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they 

were destined to do. 



9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 

excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you 

are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 

have received mercy. 

 

 
They (unbelievers) stumble because they disobey the word… 
 

Obedience to the Word marks us as God’s people! 

1 Peter 2:4-10 



“All 66 books of the Bible constitute the book of the Christian 

church. And the church, both as a whole and in the life of its 

members, must always be seen to be the people of the 

book. This glorifies God, its primary author…For God’s 

people to sustain covenantal hopes and personal moral ideals as 

ages pass and cultures change and decay, they must have 

constant, accessible, and authoritative instruction from God. 

And that is what the Bible essentially is.” 

 

~ ESV Study Bible, “Reading the Bible” 



Scriptural references to God’s Word 
 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 

~Psalm 119:105 

 “The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your 
righteous rules endures forever.”  ~Psalm 119:160 

 “The words of the LORD are pure words, like silver refined 
in a furnace on the ground, purified seven times.”  ~Psalm 
12:6  

 Paul’s admonition to Timothy: “All Scripture is breathed 
out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”  
~2 Timothy 3:16-17  

 

 



Scriptural references to God’s Word 

 Moses to the people of Israel: “You shall not add to the 

word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may 

keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I 

command you.” ~Deuteronomy 4:2 

 God’s admonition to us: “But this is the one to whom I will 

look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles 

at my word.”  ~Isaiah 66:2b 

 Jesus, praying for his disciples: “Sanctify them in the truth;  

Your word is truth.”  ~John 17:17 



 

 

 

 

 

Note that Jesus did not say “Your word is true” because 

that would be holding God’s word up to a separate, 

external standard. He said “Your word is truth.”  

God’s Word is the foundation of truth. This is why we 

should not add to God’s word or take from it.  



“The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of knowledge; fools 

despise wisdom and 

instruction.” ~Proverbs 1:7 

The foolish person: 



Incline your ear, and hear the 

words of the wise, and apply 

your heart to my knowledge…” 

~Proverbs 22:17 

The wise person: 



Millersport Covenant Church 

Statement of Faith 



 “We believe the Bible to be God’s Word…” 

 It’s a matter of faith. 

 Jesus said “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 

follow me.” ~John 10:27 

 Jesus, when praying for his disciples, said “I have given them the 

words that you gave me, and they have received them and have 

come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have 

believed that you sent me.” ~John 17:8 

 There is a place for apologetics (reasoned arguments), but belief 

is, first, a matter of the heart. When you hear His word, you 

know it’s true. “My sheep hear my voice…and they follow me.” 



 One apologetic argument: 

 Jesus, a confirmed historical figure, lived an exemplary life, 
his wisdom is unsurpassed, he did miracles, and he rose from 
the dead. He has authority like no other. He is divine. 

 Jesus’ disciples and other New Testament writers worked to 
faithfully reproduce Jesus’ actions and teachings. Most of 
them were martyred, but they maintained belief even unto 
death. People don’t die for what they know to be a lie. 

 There is more manuscript evidence for their writings than 
any other ancient texts. 

 According to these writers, Jesus quoted from and 
referenced at least 24 of the 39 books in the Old Testament. 

 If Jesus and his disciples had reverence for the scriptures, we 
should also. 
 



 Inspired –  
 “All Scripture is breathed out by God” (2 Timothy 3:16) 

 “No prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own 
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of 
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit” (2 Peter 1:20,21) 

 God used humans to record His words. 

 Inerrant –  
 We also believe those original autographs were without error.  

 Those men wrote down what God wanted us to know. 

 The original autographs have been lost, but thousands of ancient 
manuscript copies exist. 

 Translations and paraphrased versions of the Bible may contain 
errors. 



 Inerrant (continued) –  

 The concept of inerrancy does allow for poetic language, idioms, 

rounded numbers, and other elements of the author’s own language. 

 “The inerrancy of Scripture means that Scripture in the original 

manuscripts does not affirm anything that is contrary to fact.” – Wayne 

Grudem 

 Infallible –  

 Infallibility is related to inerrancy. 

 Because we believe the original autographs were “breathed out” by 

God, we believe the Scriptures are incapable of teaching any error.  

 “This God—his way is perfect; the word of the Lord proves true…” 

~Psalm 18:30a 



 Relevant for our lives today –  

 More copies of the Bible exist, in more languages, than any other 

book in history (estimated 5 billion copies).  

 It has transformed the world – exploration, science, art, ethics... 

 People have died in defense of the Bible, and it’s message has 

liberated millions. 

 The wisdom in the Bible is timeless and has not failed when 

applied: 

 The 10 Commandments 

 The wisdom in the books of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes 

 The teachings of Jesus – the Gospels: the Sermon on the Mount, parables 

 The writings of Paul and the apostles 

 



Concluding thoughts… 

 Skeptics will always cast doubts on the existence of God, the 
inerrancy of the Bible, and the truths taught in it’s pages. 

 For every objection they might raise, there is an equal, or even 
weightier objection that can be returned. 

 Presuppositions (philosophical faith assumptions) drive your world 
view: 

 Atheists, skeptics, and secular scientists assume no supernatural 
intelligence, so their initial stance forces them to explain the cosmos 
through purely random, materialistic causes. This is the lens through 
which they view everything 

 People of faith assume a divine intelligence (God) as the first cause. 
We believe the Bible is God’s revelation to man. The Bible is our lens. 
God knows infinitely more that what the Bible contains, however. We 
will spend eternity learning about Him! 



See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD 

my God commanded me, that you should do them in 

the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 

Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom 

and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, 

who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely 

this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 

For what great nation is there that has a god so near to 

it as the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call 

upon him? And what great nation is there, that has 

statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I set 

before you today?  ~Deuteronomy 4:5-8 ESV 
 



Resources, blogs, videos 

 

Are There Errors in the Bible? – First in a three part blog series by Tim Challies  

http://www.challies.com/articles/are-there-errors-in-the-bible 

Are There Errors in the Bible? – Second in a three part blog series by Tim Challies 

http://www.challies.com/archives/articles/scripture/what-does-inerrant-mean  

Are There Errors in the Bible? – Third in a three part blog series by Tim Challies   

http://www.challies.com/articles/errors-and-contradictions-in-the-bible 

Results of a Barna research project regarding our moral code and absolutes 

https://www.barna.com/research/the-end-of-absolutes-americas-new-moral-code/ 

Results of a Barna research project regarding attitudes of groups of Americans about the Bible 

https://www.barna.com/research/the-bible-in-america-6-year-trends/  

The Bible Is God's Word – sermon by John MacArthur 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QuBoGH797nI  

Why We Believe the Bible is True – sermon by John MacArthur 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQ9s5OoBv7E 

Inspiration, Infallibility, Inerrancy – devotional by R.C. Sproul  

http://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/inspiration-infallibility-inerrancy/  

Five Reasons Why the Bible Is the Most Important Book on Earth – Dan Buttafuoco  

https://www.ptl.org/alive/whyscripture.php  

Bible Gateway’s Year in Review – How people interacted with the Bible Gateway website in 2016 

https://www.biblegateway.com/year-in-review/2016/  

Five Reasons to Read the Bible When You Feel Absolutely Nothing – blog by Stephen Altrogge 

http://theblazingcenter.com/2016/12/5-reasons-to-read-the-bible-when-you-feel-absolutely-nothing.html  
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