
JESUS-THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE 

 
I. John 11:17-27 

 
A. John 11:17-27 (ESV) 17 Now when Jesus came, He found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met Him, but Mary remained 
seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even 
now I know that whatever You ask from God, God will give You.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in 
Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who is coming into the world.” 
 
B. The past few Januarys we've read the names of loved ones we've lost. Some of these lived locally. Some are 
family members or friends. Some just made it on our prayerline. This list is not exclusive and I'm sure each of you 
could add names to it. We've lost many dear souls: Donna Faught; Ike White; Judy Breidenbach; Tony Siciliano; Tom 
Kunkler; Connie Sager; Rob Parker; Frances Booze; Becky Rogowski; Karla Zollinger; Terry Dupler; Margaret Fahle; Willis 
Nisley; Pat Dodson; Tom Gill, Sr; Onie Wilson; Tim Gettys; Cliff Van Dyke; Lynn Kendall; Rusty Shipman; Mildred Hard; 
Amelia Kempton; Danyell Blevins; Jim Wellington; Gary Baldwin; Teresa Mulcahy; Kenny Brotherton; Neva Ellas; Mary Ann 
Parker; JoAnn Van Dyke; Marjorie Hite; Jim Refinati; Susan Stutske; Ron Marcum; Christopher Clay; Bonnie Plank; Frank 
Mora; Marilyn Jones; Mujing Zhu; Ronda (Fink) Hubbard, Ada Henson. 
 
C. On Lake Erie last week a plane went down carrying members of two Columbus families. 39 people died last week 
in Istanbul when a single terrorist opened fire. 5 died Friday when shot point blank at the Ft. Lauderdale Airport. 
762 people were murdered in Chicago in 2016. 151,600 people die each day around the world--that's 55.3 million 
deaths per year. Death is a horrible tragedy. 
 
D. As horrible as death is, the Bible talks about the second death. Listen to these cryptic words found in Revelation 
20:11-15 (ESV) 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated on it. From His presence earth and sky fled 
away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged by what was written in 
the books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the 
dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and 
Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found 
written in the Book of Life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (When I pray for people on my prayer lists, I often pray 
that none of these would pass away without their names written in the Lamb's Book of Life. We can't preach you 
into heaven after you die.) 
 
E.  But please let me read Jesus' red-letter words to Martha again and let me see if they speak brand new: John 
11:25-27 (ESV) 25 Jesus said to her (Martha), “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, 
(The first death) yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die. (Face the second death.) 
Do you believe this?” 27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into 
the world.” (The question to Martha is the question to you: Do you believe this? Your answer is a matter of life and 
second death, a matter of everlasting life or eternal separation from God.) 
 
F. John 11:17-27 and Revelation 20:11-15 don't contradict one another. When Jesus addressed Martha, it was near 
the place where her brother Lazarus had died. (4 days earlier!) He was about to raise Lazarus from the dead. But 
Lazarus would die again. He would face the first death for a second time! But Jesus isn't just a prophet who does 
cool miracles and raises a few people from the dead. JESUS IS THE RESURRECTION and THE LIFE! He IS God! He 
has overcome death by His own death and resurrection! (Let the Bread & Cup remind you as we prepare to take 
Communion together.) 
 

II. Communion 
 
A. If I told you there's going to be a great tragedy in the world tomorrow and close to 152,000 people will die, you 
would want to know what it is. Earthquake? Nuclear bomb? Terrorist attack? A giant meteor striking the earth? The 
great tragedy I speak of is death. But remember what Jesus told Nicodemus: John 3:16-18 (ESV) 16 For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish (face the second death) but have 
eternal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, (To second death) but in order that the 
world might be saved through Him. 18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
 
B. As you take the Bread & Cup today, let me ask you to do so with a quiet and prayerful disposition before God. 
Maybe with your head bowed and your eyes closed. Quiet your soul. Consider the Scriptures we just read. 
Consider the ramifications of everlasting life verses second death. Ask the Lord to illuminate His words. Ask the 



Lord to manifest His presence. Ask the Lord to touch your heart of hearts. Ask Him to touch us all. And let's see 
what He will do. 
 
* Pray and Serve Communion... 
 
* 1 Corinthians 1:18 (Phillips) is our Benediction Verse: 18 The preaching of the cross is, I know, nonsense to those who 
are involved in this dying world, but to us who are being saved from that death it is nothing less than the power of God. 
 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff  
 
John 11:17-27 (ESV) 
17 Now when Jesus came, He found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning 
their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met Him, but Mary remained seated in 
the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 
know that whatever You ask from God, God will give You.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and 
believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that You are the Christ, 

the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
 
Revelation 20:11-15 (ESV) 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated on it. From His presence earth and sky fled away, and 
no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 

opened. Then another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged by what was written in 
the books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave 
up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then 
Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name 

was not found written in the Book of Life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
 
John 3:16-18 (ESV) 
16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through Him. 18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 

already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:18 (Phillips)  
18 The preaching of the cross is, I know, nonsense to those who are involved in this dying world, but to us who are 

being saved from that death it is nothing less than the power of God. 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
"Even Unto Death" - Audrey Assad 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAfp8vg4Jz8 
 
"Christ is Risen" - Matt Maher 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IExdrZGQVeI 
 
"I Am" - David Crowder 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cH_LLGiE0f0 
 
"I Am the Resurrection" - By WORDology (Bible Songs for Kids) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aMn3avhn6E 
 
 

Bonus Stuff 

 
Revelation 2:8-11 (ESV) 
8 And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life. 9 “‘I 

know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are Jews and are 
not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw 

some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAfp8vg4Jz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IExdrZGQVeI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cH_LLGiE0f0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aMn3avhn6E


I will give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who 

conquers will not be hurt by the second death.’ 
 
Revelation 21:1-8 (ESV) 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 
was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be His people, and God Himself will be with them as their God. 4 He 

will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor 
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 5 And He who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am 
making all things new.” Also He said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And He said to 

me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of 
the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be 
My son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, 

idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 
 
Hebrews 9:27-28 (NIV) 
27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away 

the sins of many people; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are 
waiting for Him.  
 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26 (NLT) 
20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who have died. 21 So you 

see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead has begun through another 
Man. 22 Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given new life. 
23 But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised as the first of the harvest; then all who belong to Christ 
will be raised when He comes back. 24 After that the end will come, when He will turn the Kingdom over to God the 
Father, having destroyed every ruler and authority and power. 25 For Christ must reign until He humbles all His 
enemies beneath His feet. 26 And the last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:54-55 (NIV)  
54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that 
is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 55 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O 

death, is your sting?” 
 
Life After Death - The Westminster Confession 

“The bodies of men, after death, return to dust, and see corruption: but their souls, which neither die nor sleep, having 
an immortal subsistence, immediately return to God who gave them: the souls of the righteous, being then made 
perfect in holiness, are received into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of God, in light and glory, 
waiting for the full redemption of their bodies. And the souls of the wicked are cast into hell, where they remain in 
torments and utter darkness, reserved to the judgment of the great day. Beside these two places, for souls separated 
from their bodies, the Scripture acknowledges none”  
- The Westminster Confession, (Chapter XXXII), 1646. 

 
Quote by S. Michael Houdmann 

"The second death is mentioned on multiple occasions in the book of Revelation and is synonymous with the lake of 
fire. It is a “death” in that it is a separation from God, the Giver of life. It is called the “second” one because it follows 
physical death." 
 
Sermon Excerpt from PSB 

"I sat with my Mom in her oncologist’s office 2 weeks after we buried Dad. The doctor came in and told Mom her 
pancreatic cancer had spread and there was no cure--chemotherapy could maybe ward it off for a short time. Then a 
staff person interrupted the doctor and he had to excuse himself briefly. Mom said to me, “He just gave me my death 
sentence.” I had no words... but I knew one thing, My Mother belonged to Christ." 
- Pastor Steve's sermon titled, "From Death to Life," August 2, 2009. 
http://mcc.disruptmg.com/wp-content/uploads/media/08-02-2009_From_Death_to_Life.mp3 

 
Sermon Excerpt from John Piper 

“What we are experiencing in the world are birth pangs, Paul says... A new age is to be born and the heaving of the 
natural order in this world is a testimony to the disorder of the moral world, namely my sin... Adam’s sin, your 
sin.  And here is the reason for it: Who in this world gives a hoot about sin?!  Who in this world sheds tears because 
of the repugnance, and the horror, and the dishonor done to God because of their sin?  Nobody!  How is God to 
speak when we are so morally dead, so spiritually blind, that the ultimately moral ugliness of the world phases us not 

http://mcc.disruptmg.com/wp-content/uploads/media/08-02-2009_From_Death_to_Life.mp3


one bit?  He does it with the world.  This they can feel--pain they can feel.  So I will subject the whole creation to 
futility until they get the message--’sin is horrible!’  Diseases and deformities are God’s portraits of what sin is like in 
the spiritual realm.  And that’s true even if the most godly people bear those deformities.  Calamities are God’s 
previews of what sin deserves and will one day receive in judgment, a thousand times worse than New Orleans or 9-
11.  Famines, pestilence, persecution--these happen so that the world would see that the followers of Jesus count 
Christ more precious than everything they’ve lost and discover that He can be that for them, because one day they’re 
going to lose everything.  Everybody loses everything on earth--someday.”    
- John Piper, from “Why Did The Bridge Collapse?” 

 
Last Words of Dying Believers  
Martin Luther: “Our God is the God from whom cometh salvation--God is the Lord by whom we escape death.”   
John Calvin: “I am abundantly satisfied, since it is from Thy hand.”   
John Knox: "Live in Christ, live in Christ, and the flesh need not fear death."   
John Wesley: "The best of all is, God is with us. Farewell! Farewell!"  
Joan of Arc: "Hold the cross high so I may see it through the flames!"  
Dietrich Bonhoeffer: “No it’s not.” (responding to a Nazi soldier who had just said, "This must be the end, then.") 

 
 
Satan Does Not Hold the Keys of Death 
By R.C. Sproul 
http://www.ligonier.org/blog/satan-keys-death/ 

 
We have different vocations with respect to the jobs and tasks God gives us in this life. But we all share in the 
vocation of death. Every one of us is called to die. That vocation is as much a calling from God as is a “call” to the 
ministry of Christ. Sometimes the call comes suddenly and without warning. Sometimes it comes with advance 
notification. But it comes to all of us. And it comes from God. 
 
I am aware that there are teachers who tell us that God has nothing to do with death. Death is seen strictly as the 
fiendish device of the Devil. All pain, suffering, disease, and tragedy are blamed on the Evil One. God is absolved of 
any responsibility. This view is designed to make sure that God is free of blame for anything that goes wrong in this 
world. “God always wills healing,” we are told. If that healing does not happen, then the fault lies with Satan—Or with 
us. Death, they say, is not in the plan of God. It represents a victory for Satan over the realm of God. 
 
Such views may bring temporary relief to the afflicted. But they are not true. They have nothing to do with biblical 
Christianity. They are intended to absolve God of any blame, but they contradict His sovereignty. 
 
Yes, there is a Devil. He is our archenemy. He will do anything in his power to bring misery into our lives. But Satan is 
not sovereign. Satan does not hold the keys of death. 
When Jesus appeared in a vision to the apostle John on the Isle of Patmos, He identified Himself with these words: 
“Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forever-more. 
Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death” (Rev. 1:17–18). 
 
Jesus holds the keys to death, and Satan cannot snatch those keys out of His hand. Christ’s grip is firm. He holds the 
keys because He owns the keys. All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him. That includes all 
authority over life and death. The angel of death is at His beck and call. 
 
World history has witnessed the emergence of many forms of religious dualism. Dualism affirms the existence of two 
equal and opposite forces. These forces are variously called good and evil, God and Satan, Yin and Yang. The two 
forces are locked in eternal combat. Since they are equal as well as opposite, the conflict goes on forever, with 
neither side ever gaining the upper hand. The world is doomed to serve as the eternal battleground between these 
hostile forces. We are the victims of their struggle, the pawns in their eternal chess game. 
 
Dualism is on a collision course with Christianity. The Christian faith has no stock in dualism. Satan may be opposed 
to God, but he is by no means equal to God. Satan is a creature; God is the Creator. Satan is potent; God is 
omnipotent. Satan is knowledgeable and crafty; God is omniscient. Satan is localized in his presence; God is 
omnipresent. Satan is finite; God is infinite. The list could go on. But it is clear from Scripture that Satan is not an 
ultimate force in any sense. 
 
We are not doomed to an ultimate conflict with no hope of resolution. The message of Scripture is one of victory—full, 
final, and ultimate victory. It is not our doom that is certain, but Satan’s. His head has been crushed by the heel of 
Christ, who is the Alpha and Omega. 
 

http://www.ligonier.org/blog/satan-keys-death/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev.%201.17%E2%80%9318


Above all suffering and death stands the crucified and risen Lord. He has defeated the ultimate enemy of life. He has 
vanquished the power of death. He calls us to die, a call to obedience in the final transition of life. Because of Christ, 
death is not final. It is a passage from one world to the next. 
 
God does not always will healing. If He did, He would suffer endless frustration, seeing His will being repeatedly 
thwarted in the deaths of His people. He did not will the healing of Stephen from the wounds inflicted by the stones 
that were hurled against him. He did not will the healing of Moses, of Joseph, of David, of Paul, of Augustine, of 
Martin Luther, of John Calvin. These all died in faith. Ultimate healing comes through death and after death. 
 
Teachers argue that there is healing in the atonement of Christ. Indeed there is. Jesus bore all of our sins on the 
cross. Yet none of us is free from sin in this life. Likewise, none of us is free from sickness in this life. The healing that 
is in the cross is real. We participate in its benefits now, in this life. But the fullness of the healing from both sin and 
disease takes place in heaven. We still must die at our appointed times. 
- Article by R.C. Sproul, August 24, 2014, Ligonier Ministries.  

 


