
HERALD THE GOOD NEWS WITH GREAT JOY 

 
I. Luke 2:1-20 

 
A. Our encouragement of has been to let Thanksgiving be our theme throughout the Holy Day season, letting 
Thanksgiving morph into Thanks-living. Last week we shared how thankful we should be for OT prophecies 
foretelling our Lord's birth. Today we share how thankful we should be for the Good News; ours to own and 
proclaim.  
 
B. Whether we shout it from the rooftops, or go tell it on the mountain, or write it inside a Christmas card, or 
humbly answer when asked to give an account of the Hope within us, we have been made stewards of the Message 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
C. Many rightfully describe the Incarnation, God becoming Man, as the greatest of all of God's miracles. As Isaiah 
foretold seven centuries before and Matthew affirmed: "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel, which means, God with us)." It began in a 
Bethlehem stable and culminated with a bloody cross and an empty tomb. And yet the story is not over, there's 
much more to come! 
 
D. Luke 2:1-20 (ESV) is about the birth of Jesus Christ our Lord... 
 
1) V1-3 "In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town." (This is a census 
being done for the purpose of taxation. The Holy Family were tax-paying citizens. ;-) Even Jesus, when He grew up, 
paid His taxes. Remember when He said: "Render to Caesar's the things that are Caesar's and to the Lord the things 
which are the Lord's.") 
 
2) V4-5 "And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
Child." (The fact that Mary made this 70-80 mile journey, pregnant with Jesus, is pretty amazing. While destiny was 
unfolding, what led this young women, well-with-child, to make such a trip?!) 
 
3) V6-7 "And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn Son and wrapped 
Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn." (God the Son, Maker of 
all things seen and unseen, is born in a stable and laid in a feeding trough. Astounding!) 
 
4) V8-11 "And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And 
the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord." (Angels herald The News!) 
 
5) V12-15 "And this will be a sign for you: you will find a Baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.”" (Message is received!) 
 
6) V16-17 "And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, 
they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this Child." (Now the shepherds become heralds! Yes 
there was more to come. Jesus would go on to die on a cross for these shepherds. He would do the same for Mary 
and Joseph. He would do the same for you and me. The Bread & Cup remind us.) 
 
7) V18 "And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them." (Notice you don't have to give up your 
occupation to be a herald of the Good News!) 
 
8) V19-20 "But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them." 
 
E. Who was this Child born in Bethlehem, this Refugee in Egypt, this Carpenter from Nazareth? Who was this One 
who left heaven to come to earth? Most could not recognize Him. John the Baptist did: "Behold the Lamb of God who 
comes to take away the sins of the world." (Jn 1:29) Peter did. When Jesus asked His disciples who people were 
saying He was, Peter declared: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Matt 16:16) Demons recognized Him 
and He commanded them to be silent. Do you recognize Him? Have you received the Message passed on to you? 
Are you ready to share that Message? 
 



F. The Pharisee Saul would have to hear the Message the hard way. (Has that happened to any of you?) On the way 
to persecute those who embraced this Message, Jesus blinded Saul to help him see clearly. Changing his name to 
Paul, the Apostle wrote to the Church in Corinth about the Message He had received and passed on to them. He'd 
become a herald of Good News: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (NIV) "For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to 
the Scriptures..." 
 

II. Communion 

 
A. So this One foretold by prophets and announced by angels would die? This  precious Baby born in a Bethlehem 
barn was destined for a cross? He would die and be buried? He would rise from the dead? What's the deeper part 
of this Message? What's the Why of this Message? 
 
B. The same Isaiah who foretold Immanuel, also told us what God-with-us would accomplish on that cross: Isaiah 
53:4-6 & 10 (NIV) "Surely He took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered Him punished by God, stricken by 
Him, and afflicted. But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought 
us peace was on Him, and by His wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our 
own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all... Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush Him and cause Him to suffer, 
and though the Lord makes His life an offering for sin, He will see His offspring and prolong His days, and the will of the Lord 
will prosper in His hand." The Bread & Cup herald the Message!  
 
* Pray & Serve Communion... 
 
* Benediction Verse: Mark 16:15-16 (NLT): "And then He told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to 
everyone. Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned."" 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff  
 
Luke 2:1-20 (ESV) 
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first 
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And 

Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with Child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn Son 
and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8 
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel 
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: 
you will find a Baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom He is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, 
they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this Child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what 
the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
 
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (NIV) 
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 4 that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures... 

 
Isaiah 53:4-6, 10 (NIV) 
4 Surely He took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered Him punished by God, stricken by Him, and 
afflicted. 5 But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought 
us peace was on Him, and by His wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has 
turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all... 10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush Him 

and cause Him to suffer, and though the Lord makes His life an offering for sin, He will see His offspring and prolong 
His days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in His hand. 
 
  



Film Clips & Other Links 
 
"Hark the Herald" - Kate Rusby 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dG70uGVRqVE 
 
"Go Tell It On The Mountain" - Keith & Kristyn Getty with Band (Live) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHEczf28lvI 
 
"Go Tell It On The Mountain" - Crowder (Live on K-Love) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uY7W1kYlX4 
 
"Go Tell It On The Mountain" - Cloverton (Live at Bluestem Bistro in Manhattan) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EWWKdUZARY 
 

 
Bonus Stuff 

 
Isaiah 7:14 (ESV) 
14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His 

name Immanuel.  
 
Matthew 1:20-23 (ESV) 
20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will 
bear a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
call His name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 
 
Quote by Wayne Grudem 

“[The incarnation] is by far the most amazing miracle of the entire Bible--far more amazing than the resurrection and 
more amazing even than the creation of the universe. The fact that the infinite, omnipotent, eternal Son of God could 
become man and join Himself to a human nature forever, so that infinite God became one person with finite man, will 
remain for eternity the most profound miracle and the most profound mystery in all the universe.” 
- Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, Zondervan, p. 563. 
 

Quote by Athanasius 

"He became what we are that He might make us what He is." 
 
Quote by Martin Luther 

"The mystery of the humanity of Christ, that He sunk Himself into our flesh, is beyond all human understanding." 
 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 

"Lying at your feet is your dog. Imagine, for the moment, that your dog and every dog is in deep distress. Some of us 
love dogs very much. If it would help all the dogs in the world to become like men, would you be willing to become a 
dog? Would you put down your human nature, leave your loved ones, your job, hobbies, your art and literature and 
music, and choose instead of the intimate communion with your beloved, the poor substitute of looking into the 
beloved's face and wagging your tail, unable to smile or speak? Christ by becoming man limited the thing which to 
Him was the most precious thing in the world; his unhampered, unhindered communion with the Father. " 
 
Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
By Charles Wesley 
http://cyberhymnal.org/htm/h/h/a/hhangels.htm 

 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dG70uGVRqVE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHEczf28lvI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uY7W1kYlX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EWWKdUZARY
http://cyberhymnal.org/htm/h/h/a/hhangels.htm


Refrain 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

Christ, by highest Heav’n adored; 
Christ the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time, behold Him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail th’incarnate Deity, 
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
Jesus our Emmanuel. 

Refrain 

Hail the heav’nly Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die. 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 

Refrain 

Come, Desire of nations, come, 
Fix in us Thy humble home; 
Rise, the woman’s conqu’ring Seed, 
Bruise in us the serpent’s head. 
Now display Thy saving power, 
Ruined nature now restore; 
Now in mystic union join 
Thine to ours, and ours to Thine. 

Refrain 

Adam’s likeness, Lord, efface, 
Stamp Thine image in its place: 
Second Adam from above, 
Reinstate us in Thy love. 
Let us Thee, though lost, regain, 
Thee, the Life, the inner man: 
O, to all Thyself impart, 
Formed in each believing heart. 

Refrain 

- Words: Charles Wesley, Hymns and Sacred Poems, 1739. Music: Felix Mendelssohn. 

 


