
TO FULFILL WHAT THE LORD HAD SPOKEN 

 
I. Matthew 1:18-25  Matthew 2:1-23 

 
A. Our encouragement last week was us to let Thanksgiving be our theme all through the holy day season. One of 
the things I'm thankful for with respect to the birth of Christ is the OT prophecies that foretold of our Lord's birth, 
a.k.a. the first Advent. 
 
B. Sometimes these prophecies of old were buried obscurely in the OT narratives. Only 'diamond miners' could 
accurately extract them. Often they had an initial or partial fulfillment while looking forward typologically to their 
ultimate fulfillment in Christ our Lord. These fulfilled prophecies should remind us that God Almighty is sovereign; 
that He always had a salvation plan; never veered off those plans, and fulfilled those plans completely. And 
heading towards Jesus' second Advent, the same will prove true. 
 
C. Matthew's Gospel, written for Jewish believers (but us too) cites the fulfillment of OT prophecies with precision. 
While only Matthew and Luke tell the story of Jesus' birth, the prophets of old were handing our clues centuries 
beforehand.  
 
D. Matthew 1:18-25 (ESV) the Birth of Jesus... 
 
1) V18-19 "Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man 
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly." (The law gave him the right to publicly shame her.) 
 
2) V20-21 "But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, say ing, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 
Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, (Gk form of Joshua: 'the Lord saves.') for He will save His people from their 
sins.” " (To know what kind of man Joseph was, all you need to do is read how he responded to the Word of the 
Lord. To know what kind of men or women we are, all you need to do is see how we respond to the Word of the 
Lord.) 
 
3) V22-25 "All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). (Isaiah 7:14) When Joseph woke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a Son. And he 
called His name Jesus." (Apostle's Creed: We believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary...) 
 
E. Matthew 2:1-23 (ESV) Following Jesus' birth in Bethlehem... 
 
1) V1-6 "Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 
came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star when it rose and have 
come to worship Him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; (Are you troubled by 
the news that Jesus' is coming back again someday?) and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the 
prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 
come a Ruler who will shepherd My people Israel.’'"" (Micah 5:2) 
 
2) V7-10 "Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the Child, and when you have found Him, bring me word, 
that I too may come and worship Him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had 
seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the Child was. When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother, and they fell down 
and worshiped Him." (A Bad king wanted to kill the Baby Jesus but Magi from Persia came to worship Him!) 
 
3) V11-15 "Then, opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. Now when they had departed, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the Child, to destroy Him.”  And he rose and took the Child and 
His mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. (The Holy Family got to live in the 
shadow of the pyramids for a few years, pyramids their ancestor-slaves helped build.) This was to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”" (Hosea 11:1) 
 

4) V16-18 "Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, (Who had really tricked Herod? The 
wise men were "wise men" because of Whom they listened to and obeyed!) became furious, and he sent and killed all 
the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had 
ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, 



weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”" 
(Jeremiah 31:15) 
 
5) V19-23 "But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take 
the Child and His mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the Child's life are dead.” And he rose and took 
the Child and His mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place 
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he 
went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called 
a Nazarene." 
F. From Bethlehem to Egypt; from Egypt to Nazareth; from growing up in Nazareth to ministering out of 
Capernaum; throughout Judea, Samaria, and ultimately to Jerusalem, Jesus was on a mission, a mission to die on 
a cross for us. "Behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 'Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son, and you shall call His name 
Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.'” Among all those He would die for were you and me! Mission 
accomplished! 
 
G. Got plans for Christmas? Don't take any detours around this story. Don't let anything or anyone detract from the 
matter at hand. Jesus came to die. And He fulfilled that mission for your sake and mine! He rose from the dead, 
ascended on high, and One Day He will be back. 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff  
 
Matthew 1:18-25 (ESV) 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Chris took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before 
they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man 
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, 
for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, 
for He will save His people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which means, God with 
us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but 

knew her not until she had given birth to a Son. And he called His name Jesus. 
 
Matthew 2:1-23 (ESV) 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 
came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star when it rose 
and have come to worship Him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 
5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of 

Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a Ruler who will shepherd My 
people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the Child, and when you have 
found Him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship Him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. 

And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the 
Child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house they saw 

the Child with Mary His mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered 
Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to 
their own country by another way. 13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 

in a dream and said, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for 
Herod is about to search for the Child, to destroy Him.” 14 And he rose and took the Child and His mother by night 
and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 

became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years 
old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken 
by the prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 
children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the Child and His mother and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who sought the Child's life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the Child and His mother and went to 
the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 And he went and lived in a 

city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene. 



Film Clips & Other Links 
 
"O Children Come" Kristyn & Keith Gettys with Band (Live) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbFM47G0Xq8 
 
"Hark the Herald Angels Sing" - Rend Collective K-Love Live) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT9Aouc_4M0 
 
OT Prophets Foretold of Jesus' Birth (CBN Report) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LJIGx86M9Q 
 
Prophecies Fulfilled by Jesus - Josh McDowell 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33buor5NfcU 

 
Bonus Stuff 

 
Isaiah 7:14 (ESV) 
14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His 

name Immanuel. 
 
Micah 5:2, 4-5a (ESV) 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for 
Me One who is to be Ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days... 4 And He shall stand and 

shepherd His flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord His God. And they shall dwell 
secure, for now He shall be great to the ends of the earth... 5a And He shall be their peace. 

 
Hosea 11:1 (ESV) 
1 When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My Son. 

 
Jeremiah 31:15 (ESV) 
15 Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her 

children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more.” 
 
Isaiah 60:1-6 (ESV) 
1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For behold, darkness shall 

cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and His glory will be seen upon you. 
3 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4 Lift up your eyes all around, and 

see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried 
on the hip. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea 
shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 

camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall 
bring good news, the praises of the Lord. 
 
Quote by John MacArthur 

"If we could condense all the truths of Christmas into only three words, these would be the words: 'God with us.' We 
tend to focus our attention at Christmas on the infancy of Christ. The greater truth of the holiday is His deity. More 
astonishing than a baby in the manger is the truth that this promised baby is the omnipotent Creator of the heavens 
and the earth!" 
 
Quote by Phillips Brooks (1835-1893)  

"For the Christ-child who comes is the Master of all; No palace too great, no cottage too small."  
- Phillips Brooks, Episcopal Pastor who wrote "O Little Town of Bethlehem." 

 
Quote by J. Vernon McGee on Bethlehem 

"Something of eternal significance transpired there. Not only was the calendar of the world changed, but heaven itself 
and eternity were affected." 
 
Quote by Corrie ten Boom 

"Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that God so loved the world. The perfect gift is that He gave His 
only Son. The only requirement is to believe in Him. The reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting life." 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbFM47G0Xq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT9Aouc_4M0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LJIGx86M9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33buor5NfcU


Quote by Bill Crowder 

"The great challenge left to us is to cut through all the glitz and glam of the season that has grown increasingly 
secular and commercial, and be reminded of the beauty of the One who is Christmas." 
 
Quote by Robert Flatt 
"When we ask our children 'What do you want for Christmas?' we are asking a question that breeds selfishness. In 
order to develop selflessness we should be asking 'What are you going to give?' Christmas is the celebration of God's 
great gift-giving - 'For God so loved the world that He gave...'  (John 3:16)"  
 
 
Fulfilled Prophecies at the Birth of Christ 
By Tim Chaffey, December 24, 2012 (Answers in Genesis) 
https://answersingenesis.org/jesus-christ/birth/fulfilled-prophecies-at-the-birth-of-christ/ 
 

The events associated with the birth of Jesus fulfilled numerous Old Testament prophecies given centuries before the 
events they described. 

Another Reason to Rejoice this Season 

Then the shepherds returned, glorifying God and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it 
was told them. (Luke 2:20) 

Millions of Christians around the world choose to celebrate the birth of Jesus during this time of year—some on 
December 24 or 25 and others around January 7—while some choose not to celebrate at all. Whenever a Christian 
decides to celebrate, or if he elects not to celebrate His birth, we can all rejoice in the fact that, by putting on 
humanity, the Son of God became one of us to deal with our sin by dying in our place before conquering death when 
He rose from the dead. 

History in Advance 

The Gospel of Matthew gives us another reason to be thankful. The events associated with the birth of Jesus fulfilled 
numerous Old Testament prophecies given centuries before the events they described. Matthew 1:22 introduces a 
common statement in his work. He wrote, “So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet.”1 Since he used this phrasing in at least a dozen passages, Matthew knew it was important to 
point out to his readers that many of the events he described fulfilled specific prophecies. Let’s take a look at some of 
these ancient proclamations before explaining why these give us a cause to celebrate. 

The first use of the fulfillment phrase mentioned above introduces one of the best-known prophecies in the Bible. 

Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated , 
“God with us.” (Matthew 1:23) 

In reference to the birth of Jesus, Matthew cited a specific prophecy from Isaiah made more than 700 years earlier. 

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His 
name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 

Just as foretold, the virgin (Mary) indeed did conceive (Matthew 1:21) and bore a Son who is called Immanuel. This 
amazing event demonstrates God’s infinite knowledge and power. He is capable for foretelling the future with perfect 
precision, and He has the power to bring His prophecies to pass, even if that means a virgin would need to conceive 
and bear a Son.2 

After Christ’s birth the magi arrived in Jerusalem. Herod gathered the chief priests and scribes and asked them where 
the Messiah was going to be born (Matthew 2:3). They responded by citing an Old Testament prophecy pinpointing 
Bethlehem as the birthplace of the Christ: 

“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; 
For out of you shall come a Ruler 
Who will shepherd My people Israel.” (Matthew 2:6; cf. Micah 5:2; John 7:42) 

Herod’s murderous response of slaughtering the young boys of Bethlehem led to the fulfillment of three more 
prophecies. First, this tragic massacre fulfilled the words of Jeremiah. 
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“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, 
Refusing to be comforted, 
Because they are no more.” (Matthew 2:18; cf. Jeremiah 31:15) 

The original context of this prophecy had to do with mothers in Israel lamenting the deportation of their sons to 
Babylon. These mothers were personified as “‘Rachel,’ the mother in the days of the patriarchs whose sons Joseph 
and Benjamin had also been threatened with being ‘no more’ (i.e., carried away into Egypt; cf. Gen. 42:36).”3 Ramah 
was a town close to Jerusalem and associated with Rachel’s tomb (1 Samuel 10:2–3). 

The second fulfilled prophecy resulting from Herod’s paranoiac rage took place after Joseph took Mary and Jesus to 
Egypt. Upon their return, God’s words to Hosea were fulfilled. 

“Out of Egypt I called My Son.” (Matthew 2:15; cf. Hosea 11:1" %}) 

This prophecy was originally made as a statement of history—God had called (and brought) Israel out of Egypt. 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, Matthew used these words to refer to the Messiah. 

The final prophecy discussed by Matthew pertaining to events in the early years of Jesus has to do with his boyhood 
home. God warned Joseph in a dream not to go back to Judea, so instead he took Mary and Jesus to Nazareth in 
Galilee, ““that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, ‘He shall be called a Nazarene’”” (Matthew 
2:23). This statement has confused Christians because the Old Testament does not seem to make this specific 
prediction. Skeptics have jumped on this verse, claiming that it is a contradiction in Scripture. However, there are a 
few plausible solutions to this dilemma. 

1. Jesus fulfilled the requirements of the Old Testament Law and was like a Nazirite who vowed to separate 
himself to the Lord (Numbers 6:1–8). However this is an unlikely explanation since no record exists of Jesus 
making this vow, and if He did make one, He would have broken it when He drank wine or vinegar (Matthew 
26:27–29; John 19:29). Also, even though the words Nazirite and Nazareth look and sound similar in 
English, they are unrelated in Hebrew. 

2. Nazareth comes from the root word netzer, which means branch, and multiple prophets spoke of the 
Messiah as the “Branch” (cf. Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15; Zechariah 3:8; 6:12). 

3. Nazareth was looked upon with scorn. Even Nathanael asked, ““Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”” 
(John 1:46). Several prophets revealed that the Messiah would be ““despised and rejected of men”” (Isaiah 
53:3, cf. Psalm 22:6; Daniel 9:26; Zechariah 12:10). 

4. Matthew may have recorded an oral tradition handed down from the prophets that was not written in the Old 
Testament, or perhaps it was a prophecy recorded in a non-extant, non-canonical work familiar to Matthew.4 

Also, notice that Matthew indicated that the “prophets” (plural) had spoken about this rather than simply indicating 
that one particular prophet mentioned these things. Whatever the proper solution is to this dilemma, it is clear that 
Matthew did not introduce a contradiction in the text. 

The Unique Savior 

While thinking about the circumstances surrounding Christ’s birth, Christians can rejoice that the Messiah has come 
to earth and dealt with our sin. We can praise God for fulfilling His promises. and we can have complete confidence 
that He will always be faithful to do what He has declared. 

Despite what many believe today, the religions and religious leaders of the world are not the same. Many people in 
our culture promote the ridiculous claim that Jesus was just another religious leader—a good person who tried to 
make life better for others—but Jesus is unique in so many respects. He alone was a “good person” since He lived a 
sinless life. Every other religious leader has been sinful and needed a Savior. But Jesus did not need a savior; He is 
the Savior. 

There are no prophecies foretelling details about the birth of other religious leaders. No prophecies alerted the world 
to the coming of Muhammad (Islam), Joseph Smith (Mormonism), David Koresh (Branch Davidians), Charles Taze 
Russell (Jehovah’s Witnesses), Siddhartha Gautama (Buddhism), or any other founder of the world’s religions. Yet 
the Old Testament pinpointed numerous details about the life of the Son of God and Savior of the world. 

So what do these prophecies tell us about Jesus? In just the first two chapters of Matthew, we see that God foretold 
the virginal conception of the Messiah, who would be born in Bethlehem, yet in some way would come out of Egypt 
and be called a Nazarene. We also see that bitter agony would grip the mothers in that area. 
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In the genealogy recorded in Matthew’s first chapter, we discover the fulfillment of several other Old Testament 
prophecies. Jesus was from the line of Abraham (Genesis 12:3), Isaac (Genesis 26:4), Jacob (Genesis 28:14), Judah 
(Genesis 49:8–12), Jesse (Isaiah 11:1), and David (Isaiah 9:7). But that’s not all. A search through the rest of 
Scripture would reveal dozens of other details prophesied about the Messiah, including the following facts: 

 He would enter Jerusalem on a donkey’s colt (Matthew 21:4–10; Zechariah 9:9). 

 He would be betrayed by a friend (John 13:18; Psalm 41:9). 

 The betrayal would be for 30 pieces of silver (Matthew 26:14–16; Zechariah 11:12). 

 The money would be used to purchase the potter’s field (Matthew 27:3–10; Zechariah 11:13). 

 The Messiah would die a sacrificial death for us (Matthew 27:50; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Daniel 9:26; Isaiah 
53:8). 

 He would die with criminals but His burial would be with the wealthy (Matthew 27:57–60; Luke 23:33; Isaiah 
53:9). 

 He would rise from the dead (Matthew 28:6; Psalm 16:8–11; Isaiah 53:10). 

 He would say certain words on the Cross. He would be mocked, and people would gamble for His clothes 
(Psalm 22:1, 8, 18). 

Many other prophecies could be listed that were perfectly fulfilled in the life of Jesus Christ. These were not lucky 
guesses made by fraudulent prognosticators; they were precise predictions made by the all-knowing God of the Bible 
who repeatedly demonstrated that He has perfect knowledge of all past, present, and future events. Consequently, 
we can be completely confident that He will always make good on His promises and that those future events He has 
foretold will certainly come to pass. 

Conclusion 

About 2,000 years ago, Jesus came to earth in a humble manner. The Savior of the world and God of all creation put 
on humanity to die for our sins and conquer death, giving the hope of salvation to all who turn from their sin and 
believe on Him. One day, He will return in judgment, and He will not appear as a seemingly helpless baby, but as the 
risen, glorified, sovereign Lord and Judge. 

What will it be like for you when He returns? Will you be safe and secure because you have been saved by His 
amazing grace? Or will you tremble in fear before the holy and righteous God as you are condemned for rejecting His 
gracious offer of salvation (Revelation 20:11–15, cf. Philippians 2:9–11)? 

If you are currently an unbeliever, I urge you to turn from your sin and cry out to Jesus to save you from the eternal 
torment we all deserve for our rebellion against the infinitely holy Creator. I pray that you find the same joy shared by 
the shepherds who visited Jesus on the night He was born. 

Footnotes 
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fulfillment. That is, the prophecy (or portions of it) would be fulfilled at one point, but the ultimate fulfillment would take place at a later date. 
For a good explanation of the different views on this subject, see Charles C. Ryrie, Basic Theology (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1986; 
1999), pp. 277–278. 

2. Craig Blomberg, Matthew: The New American Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1992), p. 68. 
3. For the first three points on this list, see Norman L. Geisler and Thomas A. Howe, When Critics Ask: A Popular Handbook on Bible 

Difficulties (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1992), p. 328. The fourth point is my own and is not without precedence. For example, Jude quoted 
from the non-canonical book of 1 Enoch (compare Jude 14–15 with 1 Enoch 1:9) and may have alluded to the non-extant Assumption of 
Moses in Jude 9. These citations do not imply that these works were inspired or missing books of the canon—just that the particular 
statements cited were accurate or proper for Jude’s purpose. 
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