
LITTLE BIG THINGS 

 
I. 1 Kings 17:1-16 

 
A. Today we're going to do something small by collecting your shoebox gifts for Operation Christmas Child. But 
our ever faithful Lord has a reputation for taking small things and doing enormously big things with them. How 
about David with a small smooth stone and sling; a little boy's five small loaves and two fish; a little mudpie 
eyepatch; or a poor widow who gave her last two cents as an offering to God. If you like those stories, you will like 
this one about Elijah. 
 
B. 1 Kings 17:1-16 (ESV) Elijah the Prophet... 
 
1) V1 "Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, 
there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.”" (The prophet Elijah has just announced to Ahab, 
Israel's most evil king, that God was bringing drought and famine upon them.) 
 
2) V2-3 "And the word of the Lord came to him: “Depart from here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, 
which is east of the Jordan." (We just had an election. You were given the privilege of voting. But the only vote that 
really counts is God's! God's prophet was about to become a fugitive in grave danger.) 
 
3) V4-6 "You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” So he went and did 
according to the word of the Lord. He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan. And the ravens brought 
him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook." (This story is not 
for the birds! Listen to Jesus in Luke 12:22-24 (ESV) "And He said to His disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious 
about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. For life is more than food, and the body more 
than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds 
them. Of how much more value are you than the birds!") 
 
4) V7-9 "And after a while the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land. Then the word of the Lord came to him, 
“Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there.  Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 
(This is the ancient region of Phoenicia along the Mediterranean, the hub of Baal worship, the resident country of 
Ahab's evil wife, Jezebel. The drought was due to Israel's worship of Baal and Jezebel was Baal's chief female 
evangelist. Baal was considered as the god of rain clouds and fertility but the One True God had something to say 
about that notion. Whether or not God spoke directly to this pagan widow or just sovereignly ordained it, we don't 
know. But while one Sidonian woman, Jezebel, was wreaking havoc on God's people, this unknown Sidonian 
woman would feed God's prophet.) 
 
5) V10-12 "So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there 
gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” And as she was going 
to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” And she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I 
have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I 
may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.”" (Her situation is desperate. Elijah's request 
is preposterous. She likely grew up trusting in Baal. What had she been taught about the neighboring Israelites and 
their God? Perhaps word had reached her city that Yahweh was judging His people because of their Baal-worship.) 
 
6) V13-14 "And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to 
me, and afterward make something for yourself and your son. (Elijah is not asking her to put him first, but rather asking 
her put God first.) For thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not 
be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the earth.’” (Elijah's word is ludicrous! Could she embrace it? 
What was racing through her mind? What was stirring in her heart? How would you feel in her situation? What 
about her boy? Could she trust this prophet's words? Could she trust this prophet's God?) 
 
7) V15-16 "And she went and did as Elijah said. (That's faith! She did not negotiate other terms! She didn't say, 'How 
about I feed my son and then you?' Faith without obedience is dead!) And she and he and her household ate for many 
days. The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the Lord that He spoke 
by Elijah."  
 
C. God could have provided for Elijah a hundred different ways. By the brook, he had to wait for ravens every day. 
Now in Zarephath it was a handful of flour and a jug of oil and a pagan widow's faith and generosity. Oh what God 
can do with very few ingredients and just a tiny mustard seed of faith!  
 
D. Elijah would soon raise her son from the dead. But what is the rest of her story? What would become of her and 
her son? What would the boy grow up to be? Were their hearts from then on in the possession of God Almighty? 
Did Elijah's God become the widow's God? Well I believe we will one day meet her in heaven! 
 



E. Jesus reminds His fellow citizens of Nazareth about this widow when they doubted who He is. Luke 4:24-26 (ESV) 
says: "And He said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. But in truth, I tell you, there were many 
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came 
over all the land, and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a 
widow." 
 
F. And you should know that just as Elijah was sent to this pagan widow, Jesus was sent here for you. Whatever 
sins she had, Jesus would go on to pay for them on the cross. And He would likewise go to that same cross for 
your sins and mine. One small cross on one small hill called Skull and God's wrath would be quenched and His 
mercy, love, and forgiveness would flow down large. Open your small little heart to our great and awesome Savior, 
Jesus Christ, and see what He will do!  
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
1 Kings 17:1-16 (ESV) 
1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I 
stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.” 2 And the word of the Lord came to him: 
3 “Depart from here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 4 You 
shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” 5 So he went and did according to 
the word of the Lord. He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan. 6 And the ravens brought him 
bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook. 7 And after a while 
the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land. 8 Then the word of the Lord came to him, 9 “Arise, go to 
Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So 

he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering 
sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” 11 And as she was going 
to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 And she said, “As the Lord your 

God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a 
couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13 And Elijah said 

to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward 
make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be 
spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the earth.’” 15 And she went 
and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of flour was not spent, 

neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the Lord that He spoke by Elijah. 
 
Luke 12:22-24 (ESV) 
22 And He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about 
your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the 

ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much 
more value are you than the birds!" 
 
Luke 4:24-26 (ESV) 
24 And He said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in His hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there were 

many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great 
famine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a 

woman who was a widow. 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
Jesus with His Disciples, Consider the Ravens 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ALSocDZoLs 
 
Little Things - Jon Jorgenson 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1gvrvHtGyM 
 
Don't Idolize the Family - John Piper 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxxoUeJ_fy4 
 
One Smart Crow 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03ykewnc0oE&NR=1 
 
Snowboarding Crow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuJ-KcDYIKQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ALSocDZoLs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1gvrvHtGyM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxxoUeJ_fy4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03ykewnc0oE&NR=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuJ-KcDYIKQ


 
Windex Commercial Staring Two Crows 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2TKSZDWqIA&NR=1 

 
 
Bonus Stuff 

 
Small Things God Uses / Excellent Scriptures 
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/Small-Things-God-Uses 

 
Quote by Martin Luther 

“I have tried to keep things in my hands and lost them all, but what I have given into God's hands I still possess.”  
 
Quote by Albert M. Wells, Jr. 

"Sharing what you have is more important than what you have." 
 
Quote by J. D. Douglas (Biblical scholar) 

"Where our bread is concerned, it is a material matter. Where our neighbor's bread is concerned, it is a spiritual 
matter."  
 
Quote by George Mueller 

“God judges what we give by what we keep.” 
 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 

“I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can 
spare.” 
 
Quote by Hudson Taylor, Missionary to China 

“Our Heavenly Father is very experienced. He knows that His children wake up with a good appetite every 
morning.  He sustained three million Jews in the desert for a period of forty years.  We do not expect He would send 
three million people to China, but if He did He would have ample ways to sustain them all. Depend on it. God's work, 
done in God's way, will never lack God's supply” 
 
 
Is Thy Cruse of Comfort Failing? 
Hymn by Elizabeth Rundle Charles 
http://www.hymnary.org/text/is_thy_cruse_of_comfort_failing 

 
1. Is thy cruse of comfort failing? 
Rise and share it with another, 
And thro' all the years of famine 
It shall serve thee and thy brother; 
Love divine will fill thy store-house, 
Or thy handful still renew; 
Scanty fare for one will often 
Make a royal feast for two. 
 
2. For the heart grows rich in giving; 
All its wealth is living grain; 
Seeds which mildew in the garner, 
Scattered, fill with gold the plain. 
Is thy burden hard and heavy? 
Do thy steps drag wearily? 
Help to bear thy brother's burden, 
God will bear both it and thee. 
 
3. Numb and weary on the mountain, 
Wouldst thou sleep amidst the snow? 
Chafe that frozen form beside thee, 
And together both shall glow. 
Art thou stricken in life's battle? 
Many wounded round thee moan; 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2TKSZDWqIA&NR=1
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/Small-Things-God-Uses
http://www.hymnary.org/text/is_thy_cruse_of_comfort_failing


Lavish on their wounds thy balsams, 
And that balm shall heal thine own. 
 
4. Is the heart a well left empty? 
None but God its void can fill; 
Nothing but a ceaseless Fountain 
Can its ceaseless longings still. 
Is the heart a living power? 
Self-entwined, its strength sinks low; 
It can only live in loving, 
And by serving love will grow. 
- Elizabeth Rundle Charles is the author of numerous works intended to popularize the history of early Christian life in Great Britain; of Luther and his 
times; of Wesley and his work; and the struggles of English civil wars... 
 
 

A Little Poem 
Author Unknown 
 

Shamgar had an ox-goad, 
David had a sling, 
Samson had a jawbone, 
Rahab had a string, 
Mary had some ointment, 
Aaron had a rod, 
Dorcas had a needle, 
All were used for God. 
 
God Loves to Use the Small Things 
By Dr. Joe McKeever 
http://www.crosswalk.com/church/pastors-or-leadership/god-loves-to-use-the-small-things-11640345.html 

 
I put a note on Facebook this week to say I'm working on a sermon on this theme, based on Zechariah 4:10, "Who 
has despised the day of small things?" I asked the question, "What small things have you seen God use? Think of 

things I may have overlooked." 
 
The answers are still coming in. A song. A flower. A little boy's lunch. A baby in a manger. A teenage mother. A star. 
A cup of water. A couple of coins in the offering from a widow. Mustard seed. 
 
In the last year or two, I've written on this website a sermon on two on this subject. Without an index here to locate 
the myriads of messages, the only way I know to locate them is by googling something like "McKeever/Day of Small 
Things." It should take you to the previous sermons on this blog. 

 
That sermon--any sermon on the subject I would think--needs to point out that God loves to use: 
 
Small numbers. Jonathan told his armor-bearer (I Samuel 14:6) that it makes little difference to God whether He 

saves by the few or the many.  Good reminder. You and I know small churches that feel they can't do anything 
because their members are few in number. Not so. 
 
Small people. The Apostle Paul suggested in I Corinthians 1:26ff that the members of that church look around. They 
would see not many celebrities, not many people the world acclaims as great or mighty or rich or gifted. God chose to 
use the nobodies of the world. 
 
Small gifts. No one illustrates this better than the boy who gave his lunch to Jesus and ended up feeding five 
thousand (John 6:9) or the widow who dropped her two coins into the offering and went on her way (Mark 12:42). 
Neither had any way of knowing what this meant to the Lord or that we would still be talking about them 2,000 years 
later. 
 
Small moments. You prayed a prayer of commitment. You said "I do" at the altar. You decided to start reading your 

Bible. You went next door and invited your neighbor to church. 
 
Sermon Excerpt by Charles H. Spurgeon 

If the disciples had considered the miracle of the loaves they would have observed that Christ is grand at 
emergencies. When there were five thousand people to be fed and no towns and villages near enough to supply 

http://www.crosswalk.com/church/pastors-or-leadership/god-loves-to-use-the-small-things-11640345.html


them with bread, so that the people must faint by the way ere they could reach the markets, then Christ was ready, 
full- handed in time of scarcity, prompt to dispense His liberality, able to meet the emergency so perfectly, that the 
people must have been very thankful that such an emergency had arisen, and no doubt often wished that they could 
have been in such a strait again if they could have had the Lord near to bring them out of it.  
 
Had they considered the miracle of the loaves the disciples would have known that Christ only is grand at 
emergencies, but that He displays His power spontaneously, without need of pressing or even prompting. Before 
anybody else had cared for the multitude He began enquiring about the state of the stores from which the famishing 
must be fed. He it was who thought of the way of feeding them, it was a design invented and originated by Himself.  
 
His followers had looked at their little store of bread and fish and given up the task as hopeless; but Jesus, altogether 
unembarrassed, and in no perplexity, had already considered how He would banquet the thousands and make the 
fainting sing for joy. The Lord of Hosts needed no entreaty to become the Host of hosts of hungry men.  
 
Remembering this, the disciples in their new distress should have said within themselves, “Now will he display His 
power. We have scarcely need to cry to Him, for before we call He will answer; and while the emergency is yet 
pressing upon our minds He will hear.” But they forgot what He had done on that occasion, and therefore they fell into 
distrust as to their new trial. Beloved, is not this a very common fault with us? Do we not too oft forget what the Lord 
has done for us in times past? 
- C.H. Spurgeon, "The Miracles of the Loaves" Sermon #1209, The Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington, London. 

 


