
WHAT STANDS BETWEEN YOU AND GOD? 

 
I. Mark 10:17-27  Luke 14:25-33 

 
A. I never believe someone shows up here by accident. Like we used to say, there is no such things as a 
coincidence. Serendipities don't just happen. From your perspective you may have just stumbled in here. Maybe 
you came because you were curious. Maybe you were coerced. Maybe you came thirsty, searching, needful. But 
God, who knows you through and through, has you right here now. 
 
B. Last week we posed the question, "Can You Take The Heat?" I'm hopeful that message has continued to bother 
you, that the Holy Spirit has continued to provoke you. In last week's message, Jesus laid out the cost package for 
being a follower. Then we heard a list of excuses. Many, if not most excuses, are full of half-truths, given to save 
face, and they break the 9th Commandment. Jesus had a way of exposing a person's heart.  Today we ask the 
question, "What Stands Between You and God?" Are there obstacles in the way? Idols? Excuses? 
 
C. There was once a wealthy young prince or ruler of some sort that thought he was a really good guy. His 
encounter with Jesus is told in the three Synoptic Gospels but today we'll read Mark's account. The young man's 
wealth probably also gained him influence and popularity. He believed his spiritual resume was flawless and would 
earn him a heavenly position. So he took his portfolio to Jesus to gain His approval. After all, Jesus was all the rage 
and getting His blessing would relieve any doubts that he was heaven bound and worthy of his reputation. He had 
everything but not the most important thing. Here's his story... 
 
D. Mark 10:17-27 (ESV) 
 
1) VV17-18 "And as He (Jesus) was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before Him and asked Him, “Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except 
God alone." (Jesus is God the Son. He is the Messiah. He is perfect and His righteous record according to the Law is 
flawless. So why does He say this? The prince doesn't know who Jesus is and Jesus is not yet telling. He also 
wants the young man to know that the eternal life he seeks to inherit cannot be earned by his own good efforts and 
achievement. In short, his resume isn't good enough...) 
 
2) V19-21a "You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, 
Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” And he said to Him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” And 
Jesus, looking at him, loved him," (Don't miss that! Jesus loves this young man! He sees his earnestness. He sees his 
sincerity. He doesn't despise his pursuit. But the young man doesn't see the obstacle between his heart and God.) 
 
3) V21 "And Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” (What an awesome invitation! God the Son, Co-Maker 
of all things seen and unseen, the King of kings and Lord of lords has just invited him to be a follower. The same 
invitation extends to you! Are there obstacles in the way? Idols? Excuses?) 
 
4) V22 "Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions." (There was another god 
before Yahweh in his heart and Jesus had to point it out. I don't like this ending! I want to change it! I want this 
young man to be present at the cross or on Resurrection Day or at Pentecost. I want to see him get a second 
chance to hear the Gospel, to hear how the One he sadly walked away from was going to shed His blood to deliver 
him from his idolatry! Did he? We can only hope he did.) 
 
5) V23-27 "And Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of God!” And the disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to 
enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of God.” And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to Him, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them 
and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” (Wealth for many was a sign 
of God's blessing. But for many wealth becomes a curse.) 
 
E. God knows the obstacles between you and Him. He knows your idols. Wealth and its companions were the 
young ruler's idols but anything can be an idol. Usually our idols are good things, gifts from God, but we end up 
placing them above Him. Sports, fitness, fashion, food, sex, music, hobbies, education, patriotism, politics, jobs, 
ministry--all these things can nudge their way to highest places in our hearts. (Some of the good kings of Judah 
never got around to tearing down those high places of idol worship.) Even our family can be placed above God! 
What if Jesus said, "One thing you lack, put Me first and your career second." or "Put Me first and your Buckeyes 
second." or "Put Me first and your family second." Would you be astonished if He said that? Would you walk away 
sad because deep down you knew those things held higher places? 
 
  



F. Luke 14:25-33 (ESV) You thought last week's verses were hard; listen to these:  
 
1) V25-26 "Now great crowds accompanied Him, and He turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to Me and does not 
hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My 
disciple." (Seriously?! Did they start clapping and shouting, 'Preach it brother?!' If Jesus posted this on His 
Facebook page would He get any 'Likes?')  
 
2) V27 "Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple." (Wait a minute, we want miracle 
bread! We want healings! We want fish with coins in their mouths! We want pretty crosses to wear not bloody 
crosses to bear!) 
 
3) V28-33 "For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to 
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, 
‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit 
down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 
And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. So therefore, any one of 
you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be My disciple." (#ToughwordJesus!) 
 
G. There's a powerful story behind the song, "I Have Decided to Follow Jesus." Missionaries from Wales shared the 
Gospel in a village in northeastern India. A family of four became Christians. The Hindu chief was furious. He 
rounded up the family and told the father to recant or his his sons would be shot by archers. The father, saddened 
by the threat, simply said, "I have decided to follow Jesus, no turning back." They shot his sons with arrows. Then 
the chief said if he didn't recant, they would shoot his wife. The father said, "Though none go with me, still I will 
follow, no turning back." They filled his wife with arrows. Then the chief gave him one last chance to renounce his 
faith or he would meet the same fate. He said, "The world behind me, the cross before me, no turning back." And 
they took his life with arrows. Sometime later, the chief, rocked with guilt, became sorely convicted. And then he 
yielded his life to Christ. As a result, many in the village and surrounding regions believed on Jesus. The words of 
that father were recorded by witnesses and a pastor named S. Sundar Singh put the lyrics to an old Hindustani 
melody. May we never sing that song the same again! 
 
H. Mark 10:26-27 one more time: "And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to Him, “Then who can be saved?” 
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.”  And 
Jesus, through the Cross, made it possible for you to be saved. Heaven was always out of reach but He put it within 
reach. You could never earn your way but He could purchase your way with His blood. But what about my idols? 
He can save you from those too! But what about the one thing I lack? He can save you from that one thing or the 
many things that you lack! But what about my family?! I love my family! God loves your family more! Will your 
family be better off if you place them above God or better off second to God where they and you are dependent on 
Him for their highest good? You know the answer! There's a reason He's called Savior and Lord and you're not! Do 
you honestly think your ways are better than His ways? How have your ways worked out so far? Do you need God 
to better or more thoroughly convince You? Oh may the Holy Spirit provoke you! 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Mark 10:17-27 (ESV) 
17 And as He was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before Him and asked Him, “Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except 
God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear 
false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20 And he said to Him, “Teacher, all these I have kept 
from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 22 Disheartened by the 
saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 23 And Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, 
“How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were amazed at 
His words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And they were 
exceedingly astonished, and said to Him, “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it 

is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” 
 
Luke 14:25-33 (ESV)  
25 Now great crowds accompanied Him, and He turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not 

hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot 
be My disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 28 For which of 

you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 



29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, 
‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will 

not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty 
thousand? 32 And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 
33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be My disciple. 

 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
"I Will Follow You" - Kristene DiMarco 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8Sx_U0Ztr8 
 
Love Jesus More Than You Love Anything - John Piper 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9QP-cqwyAw 
 
Following God May End Badly - Matt Chandler 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhS2-K1EUBI 
 
Basic 2 - Follow Jesus - Francis Chan 
 
Story Behind, "I Have Decided to Follow Jesus" - Richard Kannwischer & Jadon Lavik 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDQZTJhjFeo 
 
 

Bonus Stuff 

 
Matthew 19:16-26 (ESV) 
16 And behold, a man came up to Him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” 17 And He 

said to him, “Why do you ask Me about what is good? There is only One who is good. If you would enter life, keep the 
commandments.” 18 He said to Him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not commit 
adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, 19 Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 20 The young man said to Him, “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?” 21 Jesus said 

to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow Me.” 22 When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

23 And Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter 
the kingdom of God.” 25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be 
saved?” 26 But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

 
Luke 18:18-27 (ESV) 
18 And a ruler asked Him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 19 And Jesus said to him, “Why do 
you call Me good? No one is good except God alone. 20 You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do 
not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother.’” 21 And he said, “All these I have 
kept from my youth.” 22 When Jesus heard this, He said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and 
distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 23 But when he heard these 
things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 24 Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, “How difficult 
it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 
27 But He said, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 

 
Quote by Os Guinness 

"Idolatry may not involve explicit denials of God’s existence or character. It may well come in the form of an over-
attachment to something that is in itself perfectly good… An idol can be a physical object, a property, a person, an 
activity, a role, an institution, a hope, an image, an idea, a pleasure, a hero, anything that can substitute for God."  
- Os Guinness and John Seel, No God but God, pp. 32-33. 

 
Quote by Ken Sande 

"Most of us think of an idol as a statue of wood, stone, or metal worshiped by pagan people. But the concept of 
idolatry is much broader and far more personal than that. An idol is anything apart from God that we depend on to be 
happy, fulfilled, or secure. In biblical terms, it is something other than God that we set our heart on that motivates us, 
that masters and rules us, or that we trust, fear, or serve. In short, it is something we love and pursue more than 
God."  
- Ken Sande, The Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide to Resolving Personal Conflict, p. 104. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8Sx_U0Ztr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9QP-cqwyAw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhS2-K1EUBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDQZTJhjFeo


 
Quote by Martin Luther:  

“Whatever your heart clings to and confides in, that is really your God, your functional savior.”  - Martin Luther 
 
Quote by Isaac Newton 

“The more time and devotion one spends in the worship of false gods, the less he is able to spend in that of the True 
One.” 
 
Quote by Tim Keller 

“Idolatry is attached to everything. All of our bitterness, all our impurity, all our malice, all of our problems, everything 
that troubles us is a result of idolatry. And what is idolatry? It's taking a good thing and making it an ultimate thing.” 
 
Quote by J.D. Greear:  

“When something becomes so important to you that it drives your behavior and commands your emotions, you are 
worshipping it.”  
 

Unknown Author on Idolatry:  
"When you take a good thing and make it the ultimate thing--that's idolatry."  
 
Quote by Tim Keller 

“When people say, "I know God forgives me, but I can't forgive myself," they mean that they have failed an idol, 
whose approval is more important than God's.” 
 
Quote by Tim Challies 

“By giving us control, our new technologies tend to enhance existing idols in our lives. Instead of becoming more like 
Christ through the forming and shaping influence of the church community, we form, and shape, and personalize our 
community to make it more like us. We take control of things that are not ours to control. Could it be that our desire 
for control is short-circuiting the process of change and transformation God wants us to experience through the mess 
of real world, flesh and blood, face-to-face relationships?” 
 
Quote by David Platt 

“We are molding Jesus into our image. He's beginning to look a lot like us because, after all, that is who we are most 
comfortable with. The danger now is when we gather in our church buildings to sing, and lift up our hands in worship, 
we may not actually be worshiping the Jesus of the Bible. Instead, we may be worshiping ourselves.” 
 
Quote by Paul Tripp 

“Could it be that desire for a good thing has become a bad thing because that desire has become a ruling thing?” 
 
Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon 

“All earth's candles cannot make daylight if the Sun of Righteousness be eclipsed. He is the soul of our soul, the light 
of our light, the life of our life.” 
 
 
The Story Behind, "I Have Decided to Follow Jesus" 
By Pastor Richard Kannwischer & Jadon Lavik 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDQZTJhjFeo 

 
"I Have Decided to Follow Jesus" is a Christian hymn originating from India. The lyrics are based on the last words of 

a man in Garo, Assam, north-east India. About 150 years ago, there was a great revival in Wales, England. As a 
result of this, many missionaries came from England and Germany to North-East India to spread the Gospel. At the 
time, north-east India was not divided into many states as it is today. The region was known as Assam and 
comprised hundreds of tribes. The tribal communities were quite primitive and aggressive by nature. The tribals were 
also called head-hunters because of a social custom which required the male members of the community to collect 
as many heads as possible. A man’s strength and ability to protect his wife was assessed by the number of heads he 
had collected. Therefore, a youth of marriageable age would try and collect as many heads as possible and hang 
them on the walls of his house. The more heads a man had, the more eligible he was considered.  
 
Into this hostile and aggressive community, came a group of Welsh missionaries spreading the message of love, 
peace and hope of Jesus Christ. Naturally, they were not welcomed. One Welsh missionary succeeded in converting 
a man, his wife, and two children. This man’s faith proved contagious and many villagers began to accept 
Christianity. Angry, the village chief summoned all the villagers. He then called the family who had first converted to 
renounce their faith in public or face execution. Moved by the Holy Spirit, the man instantly composed a song which 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDQZTJhjFeo


became famous down the years. He sang: "I have decided to follow Jesus. (3 times) No turning back, no turning 
back." 
 
Enraged at the refusal of the man, the chief ordered his archers to arrow down the two children. As both boys lay 
twitching on the floor, the chief asked, “Will you deny your faith? You have lost both your children. You will lose your 
wife too.” 
 
But the man sang these words in reply: "Though no one joins me, still I will follow. (3 times) No turning back, no 
turning back." 
 
The chief was beside himself with fury and ordered his wife to be arrowed down. In a moment she joined her two 
children in death. Now he asked for the last time, “I will give you one more opportunity to deny your faith and live.” 
 
In the face of death the man sang the final memorable lines: "The cross before me, the world behind me. (3 times)No 
turning back, no turning back." 

 
He was shot dead like the rest of his family. But with their deaths, a miracle took place. The chief who had ordered 
the killings was moved by the faith of the man. He wondered, “Why should this man, his wife and two children die for 
a Man who lived in a far-away land on another continent some 2,000 years ago? There must be some remarkable 
power behind the family's faith, and I too want to taste that faith.” 
 
In a spontaneous confession of faith, he declared, “I too belong to Jesus Christ!” When the crowd heard this from the 
mouth of their chief, the whole village accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior. 
 
 
The Rich Young Ruler 
S. Michael Houdmann 

http://www.gotquestions.org/rich-young-ruler.html  
 
Question: "Why did Jesus tell the rich young ruler he could be saved by obeying the commandments?" 
 
Answer: To understand Jesus’ response to the rich young ruler’s question—“What must I do to be saved?”—we must 
consider three things: the background of the rich young ruler, the purpose of his question, and the essence of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. The young man had asked Jesus, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?” 
(Matthew 19:16). Jesus responded, “If you want to enter life, keep the commandments” (verse 19). At first glance, it 
appears that Jesus is saying that the young man and, by extension, all people must obey the commandments in 
order to be saved. But is that really what He was saying? Since the essence of the salvation message is that we are 
saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8–9), why would Jesus offer the rich young ruler an “alternative plan”? 
 
The story of the rich young ruler is found in all three of the Synoptic Gospels, Matthew 19:16–23, Mark 10:17–22, and 
Luke 18:18–23. The man is described as a “ruler,” which means he was a prince or magistrate of some sort. Since no 
Roman ruler would address Jesus as “teacher” or “master,” it is assumed that this man was a Jewish ruler in the local 
synagogue. This man also had “great wealth” (Matthew 19:22), and Jesus later used His conversation with this man 
to teach the detrimental effect money can have on one’s desire for eternal life (verses 23–24). The lesson Jesus 
draws from this incident concerns money, not salvation by works. 
 
The first thing Jesus says to the man’s greeting, “Good teacher,” is to remind him that no one is good except God 
(Matthew 19:17). Jesus was not denying His own divinity. Rather, Jesus was immediately getting the man to think 
about what “good” really means—since only God is good, then what we normally call human goodness might be 
something else entirely This truth comes into play later in the conversation. When the man asked Jesus to specify 
which commandments he should keep, Jesus recited six of the commandments, including “love your neighbor as 
yourself” (Matthew 19:19). The man replies, “All these I have kept. . . . What do I still lack?” (verse 20), and that is a 
key statement. The young man was obviously religious and sincere in his pursuit of righteousness. His problem was 
that he considered himself to be faultless concerning the Law. And this is the point that Jesus challenges. 
 
Jesus tells the man, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me” (Matthew 19:21). The young man decided that Jesus was asking too 
much. “He went away sad, because he had great wealth” (verse 22). Rather than obey Jesus’ instructions, he turned 
his back on the Lord and walked away. The man’s choice undoubtedly saddened Jesus as well, because Jesus loved 
him (Mark 10:21). 
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In telling the young man to keep the commandments, Jesus was not saying that he could be saved by obeying the 
commandments; rather, Jesus was emphasizing the Law as God’s perfect standard. If you can keep the Law 
perfectly, then you can escape sin’s penalty—but that’s a big if. When the man responded that he met the Law’s 
standard, Jesus simply touched on one issue that proved the man did not measure up to God’s holiness. The man 
was not willing to follow the Lord, if that meant he must give up his wealth. Thus, the man was breaking the two 
greatest commands; he did not love his neighbor as himself, and he did not love the Lord with all his heart. He loved 
himself (and his money) more. Far from keeping “all” the commandments, as he had claimed, the man was a sinner 
like everyone else. The Law proved it. 
 
If the man had loved God and other people more than he did his property, he would have been willing to give up his 
wealth to the service of God and man. But that was not the case. He had made an idol of his wealth, and he loved it 
more than God. With surgical precision, Jesus exposes the greed in the man’s heart—greed the man did not even 
suspect he had. Jesus’ statement that only God is good (Matthew 19:18) is proved in the young man’s response to 
Jesus’ command. 
 
In His conversation with the rich young ruler, Christ did not teach that we are saved by the works of the Law. The 
Bible’s message is that salvation is by grace through faith (Romans 3:20, 28; 4:6; Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:9; 2 
Timothy 1:9). Rather, Jesus used the man’s love of money to show how the man fell short of God’s holy standard—as 
do we all. The rich young ruler needed the Savior, and so do we. 
- While he is not the author of every article on GotQuestions.org, for citation purposes, you may reference our CEO, S. Michael Houdmann. 
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