
LIVING LARGE AS LIVING STONES 

 
I. 1 Corinthians 3:16-17  Ephesians 2:19-22  1 Peter 2:4-5 

 
A. Let's pick up where we left off last Sunday. 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 (ESV) "Do you not know that you are God's temple 
and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and 
you are that temple." (you, plural - y'all, you-uns, youse guys, ye) 
 
B. Ephesians 2:19-22 (ESV) tells more about who we are: "So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord. In Him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit." 
 
C. Then we come to 1 Peter 2:4-5 (ESV)  and this Scripture rocks! "As you come to Him, a living Stone rejected by men 
but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones (chips off the ole block!) are being built up as a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ." 
 
D. We are living stones! We've been doing this for 29 years together! Living stones are not the Flintstones, even 
though some of us are getting older. Living stones are not the Rolling Stones nor Sly and the Family Stone nor 
even the Stone Temple Pilots--we've actually found satisfaction, found it in Christ. And we dance to the music, just 
differently. Read between our lines and you won't find the the big empty, you'll find the grace-full. The Living Stone, 
the Chief Cornerstone, is Jesus Christ and though small in ourselves, we are living large in Him. And that is worth 
celebrating! 
 
1) As living stones we seek to be stepping stones, not stumbling blocks. We know Jesus but we also want to make 
Him known. We don't want to get in the way of what He's doing yet we eagerly seek to participate with Him. 
 
2) As living stones we seek to prevent the erosion of our culture; stones that gird up the foundations of our families 
and communities. We do that by living by the rock solid Word of God. We build on it because we know the rains, 
and floods, and winds will come and and lives built on foundations of sand will not withstand it. 
 
3) We seek to be the kind of living stones that Jacobs can lay their heads upon and see the heavens open up; 
smooth stones in the slings of Davids who courageously step forth when giants threaten; we seek to envision that 
Stone Daniel saw roll down and crush the manmade empires that are now distant memories, that Stone growing 
into a Mountain that will fill the whole earth.  
 
4) We seek to be living stones built into an ever growing house. We are among the living stones that will comprise 
the new heavens and the new earth and that forevermore! Raise your hand if this is all worth celebrating! 
 
E. Jeff Lucas in, Creating A Prodigal Friendly Church, writes: "We are now part of the grace-family called the people of 
God, and what a beautiful family it is. Together we cry, laugh, share burdens, worship, grieve, pray, eat, and serve. And this 
community is no austere, formal bunch. We're famous for our parties--or at least we should be." 
 
F. Even in war torn, terrorist-plagued places, Christians find ways to celebrate. They marry. They have children. 
They celebrate birthdays and holidays. They find unique ways and secret places to worship. They hold fast to one 
another. They press through trials together. They rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep, mourn 
with those who mourn. They cling to Jesus and to one another. They remind each other of our hope-filled futures, 
of that Better Day to come. They take the Bread & Cup together. 
 
G. Pastor and author, D.A. Carson said: "What binds us together is not common education, common race, common 
income levels, common politics, common nationality, common accents, common jobs, or anything else of that sort. 
Christians come together because they have all been loved by Jesus Himself. They are a band of natural enemies who love 
one another for Jesus' sake." 
 

II. Communion 

 
* The first Communion was at the Last Supper. It took place on the night Jesus was betrayed. It took place on the 
night they argued about who was the greatest. It took place on the night He was denied. It took place on the night 
His beloved disciples all scattered. In the beginning, God gave man everything and yet man rebelled. But God's 
justice would prevail and God's love would also prevail. On that bittersweet night God was giving His Beloved Son 
to take these rebels back. God was giving His Beloved Son to make these rebels His very own sons and daughters. 
Jesus would achieve God's justice by absorbing the punishment these rebels deserved. Jesus would do all this out 
of unimaginable love. It happened on a bloody cross in Jerusalem. And know this well: We were among those 
rebels for whom He died! The Bread & Cup remind us. 
* Pray and Serve Communion... 



 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 (ESV) 
16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's 

temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. 
 
Ephesians 2:19-22 (ESV) 
19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In Him 

you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
 
1 Peter 2:4-5 (ESV) 
4 As you come to Him, a living Stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves 

like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. 
 
Quote by Jeff Lucas 

"We are now part of the grace-family called the people of God, and what a beautiful family it is. Together we cry, 
laugh, share burdens, worship, grieve, pray, eat, and serve. And this community is no austere, formal bunch. We're 
famous for our parties--or at least we should be."   
- Jeff Lucas, Creating a Prodigal Friendly Church, p. 92. 

 
Quote by D.A. Carson 

"What binds us together is not common education, common race, common income levels, common politics, common 
nationality, common accents, common jobs, or anything else of that sort. Christians come together because they 
have all been loved by Jesus Himself. They are a band of natural enemies who love one another for Jesus' sake." 
 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
"The Perfect Church" - Written Sermon by Edwin Gray Hurley 
http://www.preaching.com/sermons/11545205/ 
 
Are You A Church or A Club? - John Piper 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwlPmObENRI 
 
What is Wrong with the American Church? - Francis Chan 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFvaWjNgYvc 
 
Two Ways to Do Church - Tim Keller 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GEr8B4NbxBw 
 
Billy Graham Describes the Church (New York Crusade, 1957) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0xSmt-XxGA 
 
"Build Your Kingdom Here" - Rend Collective 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbdJXKqVgtg 
 
 

Bonus Stuff 

 
Romans 12:9-16 (NIV) 
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one 
another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 
mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. 

Do not be conceited. 
 
  

http://www.preaching.com/sermons/11545205/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwlPmObENRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFvaWjNgYvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GEr8B4NbxBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0xSmt-XxGA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbdJXKqVgtg


Quote by R.C. Sproul 

"How desperately sad is the fact that the church is known by schism, not unity; ignorance, not knowledge; and 
indecisiveness rather than maturity. How it must break God's heart to see us continue in such a poverty stricken 
condition in light of what He has done, stands ready to do, has the resources to accomplish, and has defined as our 
calling in Christ." 
 
Quote by A.W. Tozer 

“The cross is the lightning rod of grace that short-circuits God’s wrath to Christ so that only the light of His love 
remains for believers.” 
 
Quote by Matt Chandler 

“The place the Gospel holds out for us is where God’s kindness and severity meet. This place is called the Cross, 
and it is where grace and wrath intersect. It is this place of shame and victory that God, in the form of the man Jesus 
of Nazareth, the long-expected Messiah, offered in His death the blood atonement necessary to satisfy God’s justice 
and secure our salvation.”  
 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 

“God does not love us because we are lovable but rather because He is love... Christ did not die for men because 
they were intrinsically worth dying for, but because He is intrinsically love, and therefore loves infinitely.”  
 
Quote by Leonard Ravenhill 

"Are the things you are living for worth Christ dying for?" 
 
Quote by D.L. Moody 

“It may not be an easy thing to live in sweet fellowship with all those with whom we come in contact; but that is what 
the grace of God is given to us for.”  
 
Quote by Edwin Gray Hurley 

“What makes a church perfect is imperfect people like you and me caring enough about God and each other, and 
bringing enough of our real, broken, imperfect lives to the Lord who can take them and make us new. Jesus Christ, 
who turned water into wine, can turn imperfect people like you and me into new people. He can create the perfect, or 
the real, church.”   
- Edwin Gray Hurley, from, "The Perfect Church," Wednesday, January 01, 2003. 
 

Quote by Mrs. William P. Janzen 

“Can I be a Christian without joining other Christians in the church? Yes, it is something like: being a soldier without 
an army, a seaman without a ship, a businessman without a business, a tuba player without an orchestra, a football 
player without a team, or a bee without a hive.” 
 
This Is My Church 
Author Unknown 

 
This is my church 
It is composed of people just like me. 
It will be friendly if I am. 
It will do great work if I work. 
It will make generous gifts for many causes if I am generous. 
It will bring others into fellowship if I bring them. 
Its seats will be filled if I fill them. 
It will be a church of loyalty and love, of faith and service if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these. 
Therefore, with God’s help, I dedicate myself to the task of being all these things I want my church to be. 

 


