
NO IDLE TALE 

 
I. Luke 24:1-12 & John 20:1-9 

 
A. Two Sundays ago we began a journey to Jerusalem from just outside Jericho. Luke was our main tour guide as 
we met Blind Bartimaeus and a little man in a tree named Zacchaeus. From there we went to Bethany where a meal 
was given in Jesus' honor. There Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus, anointed Jesus' feet with expensive 
perfume, much to the disdain of Judas Iscariot.  
 
B. Then this past Sunday Luke took us into Jerusalem where Jesus rode a donkey triumphantly into the holy city. 
People waved palm branches, carpeted the road with their coats, and shouted Messianic Scriptures such as 
Hosanna to the King. Jewish leaders found this blasphemous. People's expectations were high and yet way too low 
since none of them understood what Jesus was about to do. 
 
C. Then Friday evening Luke and Matthew took us to the cross where Jesus was crucified between two thieves. 
Both criminals started the day mocking Jesus along with Jewish leaders, Roman soldiers, and even folks who'd 
likely waved branches days before. But in that eerie darkness during those epic hours of suffering, one thief turned 
to Jesus and said, "Remember me when You come into your Kingdom." And Jesus said to him, "Today you will be 

with Me in Paradise."  

 
D. That brings us to today, to a borrowed tomb in Jerusalem where Jesus' dead body was buried just before 
sundown on Friday. God the Son, was crucified, dead, and buried. He had died for His Father. He had died for us. 
The Lamb of God, the True Passover Lamb, had been slain. Justice and Love had compelled Him to give His life a 
ransom for many. Now it's Sunday and it's just before sunrise. Luke & John tell us more. 
 
E. Luke 24:1-12 (ESV) 1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they (Women) went to the tomb, taking the spices 
they had prepared. (They went to the tomb to pay their last respects to a dead Friend.) 2 And they found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb, (A large stone had been rolled in front of it and a Roman guard dispatched to keep the 
corpse interred.) 3 but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about 
this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. (Angels) 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to 
the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. (He has 
risen! He is risen indeed!) Remember how He told you, while He was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” (Many times Jesus had foretold of His 
death & resurrection.) 8 And they remembered His words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the 
eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women 
with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, (NIV--Nonsense) and they 
did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; 
and he went home marveling at what had happened. (Now let's let John tell it.) 
 
G. John 20:1-9 (ESV) 1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and 
saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one whom Jesus loved, (John) and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 
they have laid Him.” (Someone stole the corpse!) 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward 
the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. (John was 
apparently a faster runner than Peter!) 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 
6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. (Peter was apparently braver than John!) He saw the 
linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a 
place by itself. (Would grave robbers or body snatchers bother to fold up the grave cloths?) 8 Then the other disciple, 
(John) who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the 
Scripture, that He must rise from the dead. 
 
H. Jesus Swooned But Didn’t Die? By Pastor A. Todd Coget 
One lady wrote in to a question and answer forum: "Dear Sirs, Our preacher said on Easter, that Jesus just swooned on the 
cross and that the disciples nursed Him back to health. What do you think? Sincerely, Bewildered." Then came the answer: 
"Dear Bewildered, Beat your preacher with a cat-of-nine-tails with 39 heavy strokes, nail him to a cross; hang him in the sun 
for six hours; run a spear thru his side; put him in an airless tomb for 36 hours and see what happens."  
 

II. If you came here today thinking I might be paying homage to a very pious but dead religious man, you will 
leave disappointed. If you thought I might merely talk about the wonderful things Jesus said and how we 
should try to emulate the kind and compassionate virtues He exhibited, you will leave disappointed. If you 
had any wild notion that this sermon might suggest that Jesus' unknown tomb still holds His body, you will 
be sorely and profoundly disappointed. Paul put it very well in 1 Corinthians 15:19 (Amplified) If we who are 
[abiding] in Christ have hope only in this life and that is all, then we are of all people most miserable and to be pitied.  

 



A. I not only believe Christ has risen from the dead, I believe you will rise from the dead as well. I believe you will 
rise because I believe He is risen! 
 
B. What a worthless message this would be if I didn't send you home with probing questions. How you answer 
these questions matters greatly. 

 
1) When the women who went to the tomb found it empty, they were perplexed. So will you likewise leave here 
today perplexed? 
 
2) Have you come here today seeking the dead among the living or the living among the dead or the living among 
the once dead but now truly living? 
 
3) Did you come hoping to hear pleasantries about a good dead man or to encounter a living Savior who can rescue 
you from sin and death? 
 
4) Is this story a mere idle tale, a sweet old fable, a myth of legendary proportions or is this the Gospel Truth that 
will rock you from death to life? 
 
5) Will you go home marveling like Peter or better yet believing like John or will you just go back home the way you 
came?  
 
C. Romans 10:8-10 (ESV) is God's Word to you: 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe 
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and 
with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 
 
D. If God is giving you faith to believe. If His amazing grace is starting to envelope you.  If He is reaching out to take 
hold of your heart, let Him have it. Receive what you cannot earn. Receive what you do not deserve. Receive Jesus 
Christ as your risen Lord and Savior. And live with Him now and likewise forevermore... 
 
* Close with lyrics to "Christ is Risen" by Matt Maher and Prayer... 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Luke 24:1-12 (ESV) 
1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And 
they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 
4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were 

frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 
6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how He told you, while He was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must 
be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered His 
words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary 

Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the 
apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose and ran 

to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had 
happened. 
 
John 20:1-9 (ESV) 
1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the 
stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 

whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid Him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he 
saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 
tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the 
linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, 
and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise from the dead. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:19 (Amplified) 
19 If we who are [abiding] in Christ have hope only in this life and that is all, then we are of all people most miserable 

and to be pitied. 
 
  



Romans 10:8-10 (ESV) 
8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 

confesses and is saved. 
 
Christ is Risen 
Matt Maher © 2009 
 

Let no one caught in sin remain inside the lie of inward shame, 
But fix our eyes upon the cross and run to Him who showed great love. 
And bled for us. Freely You've bled for us... 
 
Christ is risen from the dead, 
Trampling over death by death, 
Come awake, come awake 
Come and rise up from the grave! 
Christ is risen from the dead, 
We are one with Him again, 
Come awake, come awake 
Come and rise up from the grave! 
 
Beneath the weight of all our sin, You bowed to none but heaven's will. 
No scheme of hell, no scoffer's crown, no burden great can hold You down. 
In strength You reign. Forever let Your church proclaim: 
 
O death, where is your sting? O hell, where is your victory? 
O church, come stand in the light, the glory of God has defeated the night! 
O death, where is your sting? O hell, where is your victory? 
O church, come stand in the light, our God is not dead, He's alive! He's alive! 
 
Christ is risen from the dead, 
Trampling over death by death, 
Come awake, come awake 
Come and rise up from the grave! 
Christ is risen from the dead, 
We are one with Him again, 
Come awake, come awake 
Come and rise up from the grave! 
- "Christ is Risen" by Matt Maher is from the album, "Alive Again" released on September 22, 2009. It is Matt's second album with Essential 
Records. 
 

 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
"Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed" - Keith & Kristyn Getty 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRnG2xzzEaU 
 
"Christ is Risen" - Matt Maher 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IExdrZGQVeI 
 
"Christ Arose!" (Low in the Grave He Lay) - The Kingdom Quartet 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CtxSWcfH9hk 
 
"O Praise Him" - David Crowder (Guy Walking the Streets of New York) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpVsF4W8V2Y  
 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRnG2xzzEaU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IExdrZGQVeI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CtxSWcfH9hk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpVsF4W8V2Y


Bonus Stuff 

 
Jesus Swooned But Didn’t Die? 
By A. Todd Coget 
 

One lady wrote in to a question and answer forum: "Dear Sirs, Our preacher said on Easter, that Jesus just swooned 
on the cross and that the disciples nursed Him back to health. What do you think? Sincerely, Bewildered." Then came 
the answer: "Dear Bewildered, Beat your preacher with a cat-of-nine-tails with 39 heavy strokes, nail him to a cross; 
hang him in the sun for six hours; run a spear thru his side…put him in an airless tomb for 36 hours and see what 
happens. Sincerely, Charles." 
 
Quote by Lee Strobel 

“I went to a psychologist friend and said if 500 people claimed to see Jesus after he died, it was just a hallucination. 
He said hallucinations are an individual event. If 500 people have the same hallucination, that’s a bigger miracle than 
the resurrection.” 
 
Quote by Pheme Perkins 

"Ghosts, apparitions, and various psychological hallucinations may do a lot of things, but they don’t fire up the 
charcoal grill and cook fish for breakfast." 
 
Quote by D. Martin Lloyd-Jones  

"The resurrection is the proclamation of the fact that God is fully and completely satisfied with the work that His son 
did upon the cross.”  
 
Quote by R. A. Torrey 

"I look at the cross of Christ and I know that atonement has been made for my sins; I look at the open sepulcher and 
the risen and ascended Lord, and I know that the atonement has been accepted.”  
- R.A. Torrey, quoted by James Boice in his Expositional Commentary on Romans (Rom. 4:25) p. 498. Original quote from, The Bible and Its 
Christ, by R.A. Torrey, 1904-1906, p.p. 107-108. 

 
Quote by D.L. Moody  

“The resurrection is the keystone of the arch on which our faith is supported. If Christ has not risen, we must impeach 
all those witnesses for lying. If Christ has not risen, we have no proof that the crucifixion of Jesus differed from that of 
the two thieves who suffered with Him. If Christ has not risen, it is impossible to believe His atoning death was 
accepted.” 
 
Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon 

"Come, see the place where the Lord lay," with joy and gladness. He does not lie there now. Weep, when ye see the 
tomb of Christ, but rejoice because it is empty. Thy sin slew Him, but His divinity raised Him up. Thy guilt hath 
murdered Him, but His righteousness hath restored Him. Oh! He hath burst the bonds of death, He hath ungirt the 
cerements of the tomb, and hath come out more than conqueror, crushing death beneath His feet. Rejoice, O 
Christian, for He is not there--He is risen!” 
 
Quote by Timothy Keller 

“If Jesus rose from the dead, then you have to accept all that he said; if he didn't rise from the dead, then why worry 
about any of what he said? The issue on which everything hangs is not whether or not you like his teaching but 
whether or not he rose from the dead.”   
- Tim Keller, The Reason For God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:1-18 (ESV) (The Resurrection Chapter) 
1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and 
by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I 

delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 4 that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that He 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then He appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last 
of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward 

me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that 
is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as 
raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified 



about God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are 
not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in 
your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this life 
only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a Man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 
then at His coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the 
Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25 For He must reign until He has put all His 
enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things in subjection 

under His feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that He is excepted who put all things in 
subjection under Him. 28 When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subjected to Him 
who put all things in subjection under Him, that God may be all in all. 29 Otherwise, what do people mean by being 
baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? 30 Why are 
we in danger every hour? 31 I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every 
day! 32 What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat 
and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 34 Wake up from your 

drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 
35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 36 You foolish person! 
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare 
kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as He has chosen, and to each kind of 
seed its own body. 39 For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for 
birds, and another for fish. 40 There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one 
kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. 41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and 
another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown 
is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is 
raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a 
spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving 
spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the 
earth, a man of dust; the second Man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the 
dust, and as is the Man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the 
man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the Man of heaven. 50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable body 
must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the 
imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is 
swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 56 The sting of death is 
sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that 

in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 
 
 
 
Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed 
Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, and Ed Cash © 2012 

 
How can it be, the One who died,  
Has borne our sin through sacrifice  
To conquer every sting of death?  
Sing, sing hallelujah.  
 
For joy awakes as dawning light  
When Christ’s disciples lift their eyes.  
Alive He stands, their Friend and King;  
Christ, Christ He is risen.  
 
Chorus:  
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed!  
Oh, sing hallelujah.  
Join the chorus, sing with the redeemed;  
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed.  
 



Where doubt and darkness once had been,  
They saw Him and their hearts believed.  
But blessed are those who have not seen,  
Yet, sing hallelujah.  
 
Once bound by fear now bold in faith,  
They preached the truth and power of grace.  
And pouring out their lives they gained  
Life, life everlasting. (Repeat Chorus)  
 
The power that raised Him from the grave  
Now works in us to powerfully save.  
He frees our hearts to live His grace;  
Go tell of His goodness.  
 
Chorus: 

He’s alive, He’s alive!  
Heaven’s gates are opened wide.  
He’s alive, He’s alive!  
Now in heaven glorified.  
- Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, and Ed Cash; © 2012 Gettymusic and Alletrop Music. 

 
Christ the Lord is Risen Today 
By Charles Wesley, Circa 1739. Music by Lyra Davidson. 
 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!  
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!  
 
Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!  
Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluia!  
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!  
 
Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!  
Once He died our souls to save, Alleluia!  
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!  
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!  
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia!  
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!  
 
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia!  
Praise to Thee by both be given, Alleluia!  
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!  
Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia!  
 
King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia!  
Everlasting life is this, Alleluia!  
Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia!  
Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia! 

 


