
God’s Judgment at the End of Time 

 Recently, I’ve been reading some historical biographies: Over the Edge of the World (Magellan); 
The Frontiersmen (Simon Kenton, Tecumseh, Shawnee tribe); Astoria (John Jacob Astor). In each 
biography, the horrors of human on human violence were described: Magellan torturing 
rebellious crew members, mistreating the native inhabitants on islands he discovered, 
encountering vicious cannibals and human sacrifice; the cruelties inflicted by the Shawnees on 
white settlers in the Ohio Valley and the brutal retaliation by the settlers; the tortures inflicted 
by native Americans, particularly the Blackfeet Indians, on westward migrating settlers, and the 
horrible treatment inflicted by these settlers on whole villages of native Americans. 

 In recent times, we’ve been horrified by the grisly tactics of radical Islamic terrorists – 
beheadings, burnings, dismemberment, drownings, mass shootings, and airplanes crashing into 
buildings. Fear has gripped our society and has caused us to radically change our lifestyles to try 
to assure that we will remain safe.  

 Surely, in life, humans are capable of the worst kinds of evils inflicted on enemies and innocent 
bystanders alike. 
 

 In Matthew Chapter 10, Jesus calls and commissions his 12 disciples. He is sending them out to 
proclaim the coming of the Kingdom of God to the lost sheep of Israel. He gives them warnings 
of the mistreatment they should expect: 

o vs. 17 – they will delivered you over to courts, and they will flog you in their synagogues 
o vs. 18 – you will be dragged before governors and kings 
o vs. 21 – your own brothers, fathers, children will deliver you over to death 
o vs. 22 – you will be hated by all for my name’s sake 

 But in vs. 28 he says this: …do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather 
fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. In spite of these horrors, Jesus said those 
inflicting the pain are not the ones to fear. Rather, they should “fear him (God) who can destroy 
both body and soul in hell.” The thing to fear is the wrath of God. 
 

 The attributes of God are displayed in the chart on the back wall. God’s attributes describe his 
character. Even though the attributes isolate particular things that are true about God, we need 
to remember that our God is a unified being. Each attribute is a facet of his entire character, and 
each attribute modifies or qualifies the other. His perfections work in a unified whole. God’s 
goodness, love, and mercy modify his holiness, his righteousness, and his glory. His 
omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence are magnified by his wisdom.  

 And…down here in the lower right corner is another attribute that makes us uncomfortable… 
wrath. God’s wrath is his intense hatred of sin. It is not God losing his temper! 

 Theologian A.W. Pink describes God’s wrath this way: 
“The wrath of God is His eternal detestation of all unrighteousness. It is the displeasure and 
indignation of Divine equity against evil. It is the holiness of God stirred into activity against sin. 
It is the moving cause of that just sentence which He passes upon evil-doers. God is angry 
against sin because it is a rebelling against His authority, a wrong done to His inviolable 
sovereignty.” 

 His wrath is another facet of his glorious being. His wrath works in harmony with his other 
attributes. His wrath is a loving wrath, a jealous wrath, just wrath, and an omniscient wrath. 
God, as the creator and the author of all that is true and good, has the absolute right to despise 



all that is in opposition to his will. He wouldn’t be perfect if he didn’t hate sin. His wrath makes 
his other attributes all that much lovelier.  

 We should adore God for his wrath in the same way we adore him for his love. Theologian R.C. 
Sproul says "A loving God who has no wrath is no God. He is an idol of our own making as much 
as if we carved Him out of stone." 
 

 How does God exercise this perfect yet terrible wrath? The last time I had the privilege of 
preaching (July, 2015), I taught about God’s judgment in time and space. Turn to Romans 1 
starting in verse 18 as I review the main points of that sermon: 

o vs. 18 – God’s wrath is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness. 

o vs. 19-20 – God’s attributes are perceived in the things that he made, so everyone 
knows him and are without excuse.  

o vs. 21-25 – They did not honor him as God or give him thanks. Instead of worshipping 
him as God they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshipped the creature, 
the creation, instead of worshipping the Creator. This is the essence of sin. 

o vs. 26 and following – God exercises his judgment, his wrath, by “giving them up” to 
their sin. As men and women reject him and cast off glorifying God and his laws, he 
allows them to suffer the consequences of their sin in the here and now. The purpose of 
his “giving them up” is so that some may see the error of their ways, repent, and turn to 
him. 

o The essence of this partial abandoning of sinners is simply the lifting of his grace. In 
Colossians 1, Paul says that God, through Jesus, is “before all things, and in him all things 
hold together.” The writer of Hebrews says that Jesus “upholds the universe by the 
word of his power.” In the light of this truth, Paul in Romans 2:4 warns sinners not to 
“presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience” because “God’s 
kindness is meant to lead you to repentance.” 

o vs. 32 - Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things 
deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them. 
Continual rejection of God and his ways often results in premature death in the here 
and now, but it’s the eternal consequences that Jesus warned about in Matthew 10 
that should be a huge concern for everyone. 
 

 Romans 2:5 - But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for 
yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. Numerous places 
in scripture point toward a day when God will judge the inhabitants of the earth in 
righteousness, justice, and equity. One potent description of this day is found in Revelation 20. 

 Revelation 20:11-15 - Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his 
presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, 
great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, 
according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and 
Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according 
to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, 
he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

o vs. 11 – the one seated on the throne is none other than God the Son, Jesus Christ. Paul, 
in 2 Timothy 4:1 makes it clear that Christ Jesus is the one who “will judge the living and 



the dead.” It is so fearful of a scene that the world is undone (earth and sky fled away). 
This is the final judgment that takes place at the end of time and at the end of the world 
as we know it. 

o vs. 12 – everyone, great and small will appear before the judge. Kings and paupers, 
hardened criminals and little old ladies, young and old, rich and poor…everyone will 
appear. Vs. 13 says the sea will give up its dead, and death and Hades will give up their 
dead. Basically, everyone who has ever lived, no matter their final resting place, will 
come to life/be reunited with their bodies, and they will be judged. 

o vs. 12 – books were opened, and the book of life was opened. What are these books? 
Only that day will reveal the true nature of what is in the books, but it seems obvious 
that these books contain a record of all the deeds of men and women through history. 
We will be judged according to what we have done.  

o Our deeds be judged according to and against these standards: 
 The law – God’s holy requirements summed up in the 10 commandments and 

expanded by the teachings of Jesus. Romans 2:12 says For all who have sinned 
without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under 
the law will be judged by the law. Someone might say “But I never knew or had 
access to these teachings.” 

 The conscience – God has graciously given us humans a conscience with which 
we “instinctively” know right and wrong. Again, Romans 2:14-15 indicates this 
proclaiming For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the 
law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the 
law. They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their 
conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even 
excuse them. 

 Our own standards – Romans 2:1-3 states Therefore you have no excuse, O 
man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you 
condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. We 
know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. 
Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet 
do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? 

o Where is our hope? As we will be judged against the 3 standards above: the law, our 
conscience, and our own standards, who can escape? All people will be found guilty 
proving what Paul states in Romans 3:23 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God. 

 

 Our hope is in the fact that there is one more book to which our Lord will refer…the book of 
life. In other places in scripture, this is called the Lamb’s Book of Life. Before rendering our final 
judgment, the lord will check this book and, as stated in vs. 15 …if anyone's name was not found 
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

 If your name is found in this book, you will not be thrown into the lake of fire. Why? Because 
Jesus himself bore the wrath of God on behalf of those who put their faith in him. 

o 2 Corinthians 5:21 - For our sake he (God the Father) made him (Jesus the Son) to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

o Romans 5:8-9 - God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of God. 



o 1 Thessalonians 5:9 - For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ… 

 

 To close, let me summarize by reading Romans 2:6-8 - He will render to each one according to 
his works: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he 
will give eternal life; but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury.  

 What does it mean “by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality?” The 
New Testament, in many places explains what we must do to be saved. I’ll share just two: 

o Romans 10:9 – If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

o Acts 2:38 – Peter said to them “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.” 
 

 The writer of Hebrews emphatically questions, in Hebrews 2:2-3, Since…every transgression or 
disobedience receives a just retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great 
salvation? My answer…we can’t. The prospects of eternity in hell are too horrible to neglect this 
great salvation which God, through his son, Jesus Christ, the Lamb, offers to us. He bore, on the 
cross, the wrath that we deserve because of our sins. 

 Closing prayer… 

 

Final thought: “The wisdom of God devised a way for the love of God to deliver sinners from the wrath 

of God while not compromising the righteousness of God.” — John Piper 

********************************************* 

Bonus Material 

Quotes 

“The wrath of God is His eternal detestation of all unrighteousness. It is the displeasure and indignation 
of Divine equity against evil. It is the holiness of God stirred into activity against sin. It is the moving 
cause of that just sentence which He passes upon evil-doers. God is angry against sin because it is a 
rebelling against His authority, a wrong done to His inviolable sovereignty. Insurrectionists against God’s 
government shall be made to know that God is the Lord. They shall be made to feel how great that 
Majesty is which they despise, and how dreadful is that threatened wrath which they so little regarded. 
Not that God’s anger is a malignant and malicious retaliation, inflicting injury for the sake of it, or in 
return for injury received. No; while God will vindicate His dominion as the Governor of the universe, He 
will not be vindictive.” — A.W. Pink  

“The wisdom of God devised a way for the love of God to deliver sinners from the wrath of God while 
not compromising the righteousness of God.” — John Piper 

"A loving God who has no wrath is no God. He is an idol of our own making as much as if we carved Him 
out of stone." — R.C. Sproul 



“Christ exposed Himself not only to the unbridled hostility of angry men, but to the unmitigated wrath 
of God.” — R.C. Sproul. 

“The preaching of divine wrath serves as a black velvet backdrop that causes the diamond of God’s 
mercy to shine brighter than ten thousand suns. It is upon the dark canvas of divine wrath that the 
splendor of His saving grace most fully radiates. Preaching the wrath of God most brilliantly showcases 
His gracious mercy toward sinners.” — Steven Lawson 

"The books are shut now, but they will be opened then. The things we have done in the body will come 
back to us, whether good or bad. Every pious thought, and every thought of sin; every secret prayer, and 
every secret curse; every unknown deed of charity, and every hidden deed of selfishness: we see them 
all again; and though we have not remembered them for years, and perhaps have forgotten them 
altogether, we shall have to acknowledge that they are our own, and take them to ourselves." —  James 
Denney 
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John Piper - What Happens When You Die? All Appear Before the Judgment Seat of Christ: 
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/what-happens-when-you-die-all-appear-before-the-judgment-
seat-of-christ  

Steve Lawson - The Great White Throne Judgment: https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/11125  

Doug Wilson - Hellfire and Damnation: https://dougwils.com/s16-theology/hellfire-and-damnation-
2.html  

Joseph Scheumann - Five Truths About the Wrath of God: http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/five-
truths-about-the-wrath-of-god 

Interview with D.A. Carson - The Wrath of God: http://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/the-doctrine-of-
the-wrath-of-god.  Main points: 

 The wrath of God is not God losing his temper. It is his holy response motivated by his hatred of 
sin. 

 His wrath is a secondary attribute. Scripture makes it clear that God is love. His wrath is a 
response to something external to himself. It is aligned with his justice, his holiness, and his 
love. God responds in wrath because of sin. He responds in love because of who he is. 

 It is wrong to think of God, in the OT, was primarily a God of wrath and in the NT he is a God of 
love. As you move from the OT to the NT, both are seen more clearly. 

 God, in grace, delays his wrath. We frequently do not feel or experience his wrath immediately. 
He reveals his wrath by giving up or giving people over to their sin and the results. 

 If you have an incomplete understanding of the wrath of God, you also have an incomplete 
understanding of what took place at the cross. 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). 
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