
ALL THINGS 

 
I. Romans 8:28-39 

 
A. Since I wasn't here last Sunday, today I've decided to preach on everything. This could take awhile so I hope 
you'll all be patient with me. Actually today's sermon is about "all things." In the Greek, the word for "all things" 
means "all things." How many of you believe God is sovereign over all things? 
 
B. Paul often wrote about all things in his letters. In 1 Corinthians 3:21-23 (NIV) when Paul is addressing divisions in 
Corinth he writes: "So then, no more boasting about human leaders! All things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or 
Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God." 
(What are the all things there?) 
 
C. Later when Paul writes the same church about collecting offerings for the suffering believers in Jerusalem: 2 
Corinthians 9:6-8 (NIV) "Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 
will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having 
all that you need, you will abound in every good work." (Contrast a poor African pastor who needs a bicycle to care for 
his people in multiple villages with a word-of-faith preacher who wants a brand new private jet.) 
 
D. Listen to Paul in Philippians 1:12-30 (ESV) pen his sentiments of gratitude to the Church in Philippi who 
generously provided for his needs: "I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through Him 
who strengthens me." (Do you think the "all things" here means anything he wants to do or does it pertain to the all 
things of what God has called him to do? Paul's all things included the endurance of shipwrecks, trials, thorns, 
beatings, stoning, and prison. So did God strengthen Paul to the point where he was able to achieve the all things 
of his calling? Absolutely! Before his beheading in Rome Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 4:6-8 (ESV) to his son in the faith: 
"For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved His appearing." (Yes--
Paul was able to do all things through Christ!) Now to our main text... 
 
E. Romans 8:28-39 is both potent and encouraging... 
 
1) V28 "And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to 
His purpose." (And this good is? See next verse.) 
 
2) V29 "For those whom He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, in order that He might 
be the firstborn among many brothers." 
 
3) V30-32 "And those whom He predestined He also called, and those whom He called He also justified, and those whom 
He justified He also glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did 
not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things?" (Jets? 
Ferraris? or "things" that work toward the good of our Christlike transformation? If God gave His Son to take us 
from among the spiritually dead to among the living, will He not also give us all things necessary to live with Him, 
for Him, and become like Him?! Most folks who sacrifice much to adopt a child don't take that child home to starve, 
neglect, and abuse them but rather to love, provide for, protect, and nurture them. If we being evil do that, how 
much more our heavenly Father...) 
 
4) V33-34 "Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. (Here's the Gospel) Who is to 
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
is interceding for us." 
 
5) V35-36 "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, (Ps. 44:22) “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are 
regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” (And these are among the "all things" working for good... Can genuine 
Christians suffer such things? Did Paul?) 
 
6) V37-38 "No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." (The "all things" are working for 
our good (and God's good) and none of the "all things" (good or bad) can stop the good-work-progress of our Lord 
or separate us from His love.) (Icebergs off Greenland...) 
 
F. Through the Cross, Jesus has conquered sin and death, satisfied the wrath of God, and brought forth His justice 
and His righteousness for those who would believe. His not guilty verdict is irreversible. His forgiveness is 



unfathomable. His love for us is immeasurable and indivisible. And His amazing Grace is irresistible. So what are 
the "all things" that have brought you here today? Are you His? Do you want to be His? Are you being moved on 
the inside to the brink of surrender? Give up and give in! Say to Him, "I am Yours!" Let your tears of repentance co-
mingle with tears of joy. Christ Jesus, the Sovereign Conqueror and Ruler over "all things" has brought you to this 
place. Yield yourself to Him... 
 
G. Let's close with the ultimate "all things" Scripture, written about God the Son in His pre-incarnate glory, 
Colossians 1:16-20 (ESV) 16 For by Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all 
things, and in Him all things hold together. (Elements, molecular structures, planets, solar systems, galaxies, every cell 
in your decaying but one day resurrected bodies!) 18 And He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, that in everything He might be preeminent. 19 For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20 and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of 
His cross. 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Romans 8:28-39 (ESV) 
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to 
His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, in order 
that He might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom He predestined He also called, and those 
whom He called He also justified, and those whom He justified He also glorified.  31 What then shall we say to these 
things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, 
how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is 
God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who 
is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your 
sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:21-23 (NIV) 
21 So then, no more boasting about human leaders! All things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or 
the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23 and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God. 

 
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NIV) 
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 

times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 
 
Philippians 4:12-13 (ESV) 
12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the 
secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 

 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 (ESV) 
6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all 
who have loved His appearing. 
 
Colossians 1:16-20 (ESV) 
16 For by Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all 
things hold together. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in everything He might be preeminent. 19 For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through 

Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross.   
 
  



Icebergs 
Author Unknown 

 
In the frigid waters around Greenland are countless icebergs, some little and some gigantic. If you’d observe them 
carefully, you’d notice that sometimes the small ice floes move in one direction while their massive counterparts flow 
in another. The explanation is simple. Surface winds drive the little ones, whereas the huge masses of ice are carried 
along by deep ocean currents. When we face trials and tragedies, it’s helpful to see our lives as being subject to two 
forces—surface winds and ocean currents. The winds represent everything changeable, unpredictable, and 
distressing. But operating simultaneously with these gusts and gales is another force that’s even more powerful. It is 
the sure movement of God’s wise and sovereign purposes, the deep flow of His unchanging love. 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
You Are More Loved Than You Could Imagine - John Piper 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9Kvz_3y9CE 
 
Adopted - Erwin Grey (Thanks Mark!) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejto7en2mKU 
 
Joining In With The Groaning of Creation by Matt Chandler 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8SICh3y_P2w 
 
Romans 8:28 by Randy Alcorn & Greg Laurie 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHhZ0krylI8 
 
"We Are More Than Conquerors" - Steven Curtis Chapman 
http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=YDKKW7NX&utm_source=GodTube%20Must-
See%20Video&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=02/26/2016 
 
"Through it All" - Andraé Crouch (with the Gaither's) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xO5Qt2VQn4k 
 
 

Bonus Stuff 

 
Ephesians 1:3-14 (ESV) 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places, 4 even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of His will, 6 to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, 8 which 
He lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of His will, according to His 
purpose, which He set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven 
and things on earth. 11 In Him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of 
Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might 
be to the praise of His glory. 13 In Him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in Him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 

acquire possession of it, to the praise of His glory. 
 
"All" - Strong's Concordance - 3956 

pas: all, every 
Original Word: πᾶς, πᾶσα, πᾶν 
Part of Speech: Adjective 
Transliteration: pas 
Phonetic Spelling: (pas) 
Short Definition: all, the whole, every kind of 
Definition: all, the whole, every kind of. 
 
Quote by Watchman Nee 

“We think in terms of apostolic journeys. God dares to put His greatest ambassadors in chains.” 
- Watchman Nee, The Normal Christian Life. 
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Quote by Jerry Bridges 

“Our duty is found in the revealed will of God in the Scriptures. Our trust must be in the sovereign will of God as He 
works in the ordinary circumstances of our daily lives for our good and His glory.” 
- Jerry Bridges, Trusting God: Even When Life Hurts. 
 
Quote by Jerry Bridges 

“That which should distinguish the suffering of believers from unbelievers is the confidence that our suffering is under 
the control of an all-powerful and all-loving God. Our suffering has meaning and purpose in God's eternal plan, and 
He brings or allows to come into our lives only that which is for His glory and our good.” 
- Jerry Bridges, Trusting God: Even When Life Hurts. 
 
Quote by J.I. Packer 

“Guidance, like all God's acts of blessing under the covenant of grace, is a sovereign act. Not merely does God will to 
guide us in the sense of showing us his way, that we may tread it; he wills also to guide us in the more fundamental 
sense of ensuring that, whatever happens, whatever mistakes we may make, we shall come safely home. Slippings 
and strayings there will be, no doubt, but the everlasting arms are beneath us; we shall be caught, rescued, restored. 
This is God's promise; this is how good he is.” 
- J.I. Packer, Knowing God. 

 
Quote by R.C. Sproul 

“Sin is cosmic treason. Sin is treason against a perfectly pure Sovereign. It is an act of supreme ingratitude toward 
the One to whom we owe everything, to the One who has given us life itself. Have you ever considered the deeper 
implications of the slightest sin, of the most minute peccadillo? What are we saying to our Creator when we disobey 
Him at the slightest point? We are saying no to the righteousness of God. We are saying, “God, Your law is not good. 
My judgement is better than Yours. Your authority does not apply to me. I am above and beyond Your jurisdiction. I 
have the right to do what I want to do, not what You command me to do.” 
- R.C. Sproul, The Holiness of God. 

 
Quote by Colin S. Smith 

“Our culture says ‘live your dream,’ but God calls you to place your dream on His altar and to keep it there at all 
times. It is good to have hopes and dreams for the future, but we have no rights. There are no certainties. Any dream 
can become an idol and, if it does, God will bring it down.” 
- Colin S. Smith, Jonah: Navigating a God-Centered Life. 

 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 

“God can make good use of all that happens, but the loss is real.” 
- C.S. Lewis, Perelandra. 

 
Quote by Matt Chandler 

“Trying to figure out God is like trying to catch a fish in the Pacific Ocean with an inch of dental floss.” 
- Matt Chandler, The Explicit Gospel. 
 

Quote by A.W. Pink 

“When we complain about the weather, we are, in reality, murmuring against God.” 
 
Quote by Wilson Benton 

“We cannot infer from prosperity that God is pleased with us, nor can we infer from adversity that He is displeased 
with us.” 
 
Quote by Oswald Chambers 

“The Bible attitude is not that God sends sickness or that sickness is of the devil, but that sickness is a fact usable by 
both God and the devil.” 
- Oswald Chambers, Philosophy of Sin. 

 
Quote by Oswald Chambers 

"Beware of the pleasant view of the fatherhood of God: God is so kind and loving that of course He will forgive us. 
That thought, based solely on emotion, cannot be found anywhere in the New Testament. The only basis on which 
God can forgive us is the tremendous tragedy of the Cross of Christ." 
- Oswald Chambers, My Upmost for His Highest. 

 
  



Quote by Oswald Chambers 

"We trample the blood of the Son of God underfoot if we think we are forgiven because we are sorry for our sins. The 
only reason for the forgiveness of our sins by God, and the infinite depth of His promise to forget them, is the death of 
Jesus Christ. Our repentance is merely the result of our personal realization…" 
- Oswald Chambers, My Upmost for His Highest. 

 
Molding A Man 
Author Unknown 

 
When God wants to drill a man, 
And thrill a man, And skill a man, 
When God wants to mold a man 
To play the noblest part; 
When He yearns with all His heart. 
To create so great and bold a man 
That all the world shall be amazed, 
Watch His methods, watch His ways! 
 
How He ruthlessly perfects 
Whom He royally elects! 
How He hammers him and hurts him, 
And with mighty blows converts him 
Into trial shapes of clay which 
Only God understands; 
While his tortured heart is crying 
And he lifts beseeching hands! 
 
How He bends but never breaks  
When his good He undertakes; 
How He uses whom He chooses, 
And with every purpose fuses him; 
By every act induces him 
To try His splendor out— 
God knows what He’s about! 

 


