
A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH 
 
A. Our pivotal verse from last Sunday came from 1 Thess. 5:9-10: "For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep (alive or dead) we might 
live with Him." 
 
B. I closed out by saying this: "Our destiny is not wrath but Jesus! That powerful reality should shape our minds and our 
hearts, our goals and aspirations, our stewardship of time, talents, gifts, and graces. And that sweet amazing grace should 
cause worship to erupt, obedience to dance, hope to rise, mercy to flow, and our joy to be made full." (Responsive reading 
#1: "Our destiny is not wrath but Jesus!") 
 
C. Today's sermon is a matter of life and death. Many of us have recently lost loved ones and friends. Our prayer 
lists are full of those fighting pitched battles with cancer, heart disease, and other life-threatening illnesses. Across 
the globe Christians are dying for their faith. Where will you find your security? Your Hope? In Washington DC? By 
arming yourself to the teeth? Buying the safest vehicle? By having every medical test available? Taking lots of 
vitamins? [Warning: God often exposes our areas of false security.] None of us knows how much time we've been 
given but those of us in Christ know that in Him and through Him we will always be with Him. (The 
Puritan/Reformed theologian, John Owen wrote this while he was dying: "If our future blessedness shall consist in 
being where He is, and beholding of His glory, what better preparation can there be for it than in a constant previous 
contemplation of that glory in the revelation that is made in the Gospel, unto this very end that by a view of it we may be 
gradually transformed into the same glory.") Paul quotes Isaiah in 1 Cor. 2:9 (NKJV): "But as it is written: 'Eye has not 
seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.'" 
(Responsive reading #2: "In Him and through Him we will always be with Him.") 
 
D. Philippians 1:12-30 (ESV) Paul writes to us from prison, not knowing whether he'll be executed or released. His 
situation is a matter of life and death. 
 
1) V12-13 "I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, so that it 
has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ." (Those of us 
in Christ, who believe in the sovereignty of God, should increasingly understand that the circumstances we land in 
are ultimately for Christ and for advancing His gospel.) 
 
2) V14 "And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak 
the word without fear." (When fellow Christian inmates saw Paul's trust in God, they too became bold and 
courageous. Maybe it was old Silas' tunes Paul sang that struck a chord.) 
 
3) V15-20 "Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will. The latter do it out of love, knowing 
that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking 
to afflict me in my imprisonment. What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, 
and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this 
will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with ful l 
courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death." (Jealousy and envy motivated 
some to share the gospel with the malicious intent of making Paul miserable but all Paul did was rejoice that the 
gospel was being preached. Paul knows he's getting out one way or another--by release from prison or by death--
whichever way his deliverance comes.) 
 
4) V21 "For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." (Responsive reading #3: "To live is Christ, and to die is gain.") 
 
5) "If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed 
between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better." (Responsive reading #4: "It is far better 
to depart and be with Christ.") 
 
6) V24-28 "But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, 
because of my coming to you again. Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come 
and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for 
the faith of the gospel, and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but 
of your salvation, and that from God." (Responsive reading #5: "Let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of 
Christ.") (If those who oppose the gospel, who disbelieve the gospel, see the affects of the gospel in you, they will 
take notice. If they merely see another organization of people who go along to get along or who don't get along, 
who talk about each other in the parking lot, who put on a plastic fantastic on Sunday and bite and devour each 
other on Facebook the rest of the week, they'll laugh and say, aha-told you so! Scoffers will scoff and haters will 
hate all the more! But if they see genuine love, people standing firm, arm in arm, courageously and selflessly living 
out the gospel, even those who oppose us may take notice. Some will hate. Some may be convicted. Some may be 
drawn like moths to the flame.) 
 



7) V29-30 "For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in Him but also suffer for 
His sake, engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have." (Paul implies suffering is gifted 
to us for the sake of Christ. Suffering has a purpose--for God to be glorified in the midst of it! Most believers the 
past 2,000 years have understood this. Christians from Syria and Iraq know! Some in our day believe they're 
entitled to a trouble-free life. The victorious Christian life implies victory over something. Paul writes in Romans 
8:18: "I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us." Habakkuk 
3:17-18 declares: "Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the 
fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take 
joy in the God of my salvation.") 
 
E. So let's stand together and join hands. Let's repeat our Responsive Readings, close with Prayer, and spend a 
little time fellowshipping together... 
 
1) Our destiny is not wrath but Jesus! 
2) In Him and through Him we will always be with Him. 
3) To live is Christ and to die is gain. 
4) To depart and be with Christ is far better. 
5) Let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ. 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Philippians 1:12-30 (ESV) 
12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, 13 so that it 
has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And 

most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the 
word without fear. 15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will. 16 The latter do it 
out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former proclaim Christ out of selfish 
ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether 
in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your 
prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as it is my eager expectation 

and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, 
whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 
25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so 
that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 27 Only let your 

manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not 

frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and 
that from God. 29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in Him but 
also suffer for His sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

 
1 Corinthians 2:9 (NKJV) 
9 But as it is written: 

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, 
Nor have entered into the heart of man 
The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 
 
Quote by John Owen (1616-1683) 

"If our future blessedness shall consist in being where He is, and beholding of His glory, what better preparation can 
there be for it than in a constant previous contemplation of that glory in the revelation that is made in the Gospel, unto 
this very end that by a view of it we may be gradually transformed into the same glory." 
- John Owen, Puritan/Reformed Theologian, wrote this while dying. The quote is recorded in Meditations of the Glory of Christ in His Person, 
Office, and Grace, in The Works of John Owen, vol. 1, p. 275. To read more about John Owen, go to: http://www.johnowen.org/ 

 
Romans 8:18 (NIV) 
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  

 
Habakkuk 3:17-18 (ESV) 
17 Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield 
no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, 18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take 

joy in the God of my salvation. 

http://www.johnowen.org/


 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
"Even Unto Death" - Audrey Assad 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAfp8vg4Jz8 
 
"I Will Sing" Habakkuk 3:17-18 - Don Moen 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAA8BFP40Bg 
 
"To Live is Christ" - Sidewalk Prophets 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnReCR0Fq8g 
 
"Habakkuk's Song" - Sharon Irving 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpJlcgPkoek 
 
"Though You Slay Me" - Shane & Shane (with John Piper) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFDfzyaCbXc 
 
You Are Not Appointed for Wrath (Sermon Text & Podcast by John Piper) 
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/you-are-not-appointed-for-wrath 
 
"When We All Get to Heaven" - by the Jolliff Bluegrass Band (Jake Henry on Mandolin) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3030fzXsLg 
 

Bonus Stuff 

 
1 Corinthians 5:1-10 (ESV) 
1 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by 
putting it on we may not be found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we 
would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 He 
who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are always of 
good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not 
by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 
9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please Him. 10 For we must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or 
evil. 
 
Colossians 1:9-14 (ESV) 
9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing to Him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. 11 May you be 
strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, 12 giving thanks 
to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the 
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. 
 
2 Peter 1:10-11 (ESV) 
10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities 
you will never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
Revelation 21:3-4 (ESV) 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with 
them, and they will be His people, and God Himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear 

from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.” 
 
Quote by Matthew Henry 

"He whose head is in heaven need not fear to put his feet into the grave." 
 
Quote by George Whitefield 

"How sweet is rest after fatigue! How sweet will heaven be when our journey is ended." 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAfp8vg4Jz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAA8BFP40Bg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnReCR0Fq8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpJlcgPkoek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFDfzyaCbXc
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/you-are-not-appointed-for-wrath
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3030fzXsLg


 
Quote by John Wesley 

"This earthly body is slow and heavy in all its motions, listless and soon tired with action. But our heavenly bodies 
shall be as fire; as active and as nimble as our thoughts are." 
 
The Tales We Will Tell in the Age to Come 

Excerpt by John Piper  
We will tell tales of the grace of God in the history of redemption. We will tell stories about God's power and mercy in 
the lives of His people—especially the people who dreamed and planned and labored and struggled and fought and 
suffered for the advancement of the gospel. We will talk with sweet tears in our eyes (I think it's only the painful tears 
that the Lord will wipe away) about the times when we were fearful and gave no witness to Christ, the times when we 
planned our dream vacations thoroughly but dreamed no dreams about attempting anything great or small for the 
gospel. And they will be sweet tears because we will remember how the patience of God did not forsake us in those 
days the way it could have at any moment, but instead little by little, now and then, more and more His patience made 
us love Jesus Christ so much that we began to strive for the faith of the gospel. 
- John Piper, sermon excerpt from, "Striving for the Faith of the Gospel," September 27, 1987. 

 
Quote by D.L. Moody 

"Surely it is not wrong for us to think and talk about Heaven. I like to find out all I can about it. I expect to live there 
through all eternity. If I were going to dwell in any place in this country, if I were going to make it my home, I would 
inquire about its climate, about the neighbors I would have — about everything, in fact, that I could learn concerning 
it. If soon you were going to emigrate, that is the way you would feel. Well, we are all going to emigrate in a very little 
while. We are going to spend eternity in another world. … Is it not natural that we should look and listen and try to find 
out who is already there and what is the route to take?" 
  
Quote by C.S. Lewis 

“God whispers to us in our health and prosperity, but, being hard of hearing, we fail to hear God’s voice in both. It’s 
then that God turns up the amplifier by means of suffering. Then His voice booms. We mustn’t be surprised at the 
means that God uses to teach us the lessons of life. There’s an old Arabian proverb that says, 'All sunshine makes a 
desert.'” 
 
"When We All Get to Heaven" 

Lyrics by: Eliza E. Hewitt (1898) - Music by: Emily D. Wilson (1898) 
 
1. Sing the wondrous love of Jesus; sing His mercy and His grace.  
In the mansions bright and blessed, He'll prepare for us a place.  
 
Refrain:  
When we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be!  
When we all see Jesus, we'll sing and shout the victory!  
 
2. While we walk the pilgrim pathway, clouds will overspread the sky;  
But when traveling days are over, not a shadow, not a sigh. (Repeat Refrain) 
 
3. Let us then be true and faithful, trusting, serving every day;  
Just one glimpse of Him in glory will the toils of life repay. (Repeat Refrain)  
 
4. Onward to the prize before us! Soon His beauty we'll behold;  
Soon the pearly gates will open; we shall tread the streets of gold. (Repeat Refrain) 
- This Hymn is Public Domain. To see sheet music, go to: http://www.hymnary.org/media/fetch/139895 

 

http://www.hymnary.org/media/fetch/139895

