
TEN MINAS PLUS A HANDKERCHIEF 
 
I. Luke 19:11-27 
 
A. Today we take a look at the Parable of the Minas. A mina in the time of Jesus was about 3 months wages. If 

someone in our day earns $36,000 per year, this would be about $9,000 or 25% of a year's wage. Why did Jesus 
teach in parables? Parables clarified the truth for some while concealing it from others. Often Jewish leaders would 
walk away angry or perplexed after hearing a parable whereas the disciples would pull Jesus aside and seek 
clearer understanding. When you read God's Word and don't understand something, which do you do-walk away or 
seek deeper understanding? 

 
B. Jesus tells the disciples in Matthew 13:10-17 (ESV) why He taught in parables: "Then the disciples came and said to 

Him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” And He answered them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the 

kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an 

abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. This is why I speak to them in parables, 
because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. Indeed, in their case the prophecy of 

Isaiah(Isaiah 6:9-10) is fulfilled that says: “‘“You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never 

perceive.” For this people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed,  

lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal 
them.’  But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. For truly, I say to you, many prophets and 

righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it."  
 
C. The Parable of the Minas and Parable of the Talents (Matt. 25:14-30) have similarities but also significant 
differences.  
* The parable of the minas was told on the road to Jerusalem while the parable of the talents was told on the Mount 
of Olives. 
* The parable of the minas was told to the traveling entourage while the parable of the talents was shared 
exclusively with the disciples. 
* The parable of the minas deals with enemies and servants while the parable of the talents deals only with 
servants. 
* The parable of the minas is about ten servants given one mina each while the parable of the talents has three 

servants given differing amounts. 
* Minas were of much less value than talents... 
* There's other nuances as well and all are worth exploring and comparing.  

 
D. Luke 19:11-27 (ESV) takes place on the road to Jerusalem, just after Jesus meets Zacchaeus in a sycamore tree... 

 
1) V11-13 "As they heard these things, He proceeded to tell a parable, because He was near to Jerusalem, and because 

they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately. He said therefore, “A nobleman went into a far country 
to receive for himself a kingdom and then return. Calling ten of his servants, he gave them ten minas, and said to them, 
‘Engage in business until I come.’'" (My favorite eschatological sentence in all the Bible. The Greek word for this 
phrase is: Pragmateuomai, pronounced: prag-mat-yoo-om-ahee; KJV "Occupy until I come." PSBV: Do our Lord's 
business until He comes back!) 

 
2) V14-19 "But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign over us.’ 

When he returned, having received the kingdom, he ordered these servants to whom he had given the money to be called to 
him, that he might know what they had gained by doing business. The first came before him, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has 

made ten minas more.’ And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because you have been faithful in a very little, you 

shall have authority over ten cities.’ And the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made five minas.’ And he said to 
him, ‘And you are to be over five cities.’" (Yes there will be rewards conferred upon His faithful servants.) 
 
3) V20-24 "Then another came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your mina, which I kept laid away in a handkerchief; for I was afraid of 

you, because you are a severe man. You take what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’ He said to him, ‘I 
will condemn you with your own words, you wicked servant! You knew that I was a severe man, taking what I did not deposit 

and reaping what I did not sow? Why then did you not put my money in the bank, and at my coming I might have collected it 

with interest?’ And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to the one who has the ten 
minas.’(Considered wicked because he did nothing with what was entrusted to him! Actually this servant did not 
know his master very well at all! This is certainly not an apt description of Jesus.) 

 
4) V25-27 "And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten minas!’ ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but from 

the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. But as for these enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign 
over them, bring them here and slaughter them before me.’”(Let us fear the Lord together!) 

 
E. Jesus has certainly entrusted much to us in terms of talents, gifts, & graces, skills & abilities, time & 
opportunities. But let's get down to the business of His business. I think He wants us to be more than jugglers for 

Jesus or pious poets. He has given us a Great Commandment and a Great Commission. What are we doing with His 



commands to love, preach, and make disciples? What are we doing with all the commands that flow from these? 
My ever deepening concern is the church is becoming less and less urgent and more and more complacent with 
regards to our Lord's business. 

 
F. Street preachers will often ask, "If you were to die today, would you go to heaven or hell?" While that question 

convicts some, it provokes others to anger. Let's ask this question in light of our children, grandchildren, friends, 
and neighbors--what if they were to die today? 

 
G. While not robbing us of our trust in God, or His peace in our hearts, or His lighter yoke around our necks, should 
this question not at least prompt some sense of urgency within us? Maybe prompt us to more fervent prayer and 
intercession? Maybe prompt us to quit putting off a long needed conversation with someone we love? Maybe 
prompt us to ask God to give us wisdom in how to share His Gospel? Maybe prompt us to unwrap the minas from 
our handkerchiefs? 
 
H. If I asked you if you opposed Jesus being crowned as King of kings, I suspect you would say absolutely not. If I 
asked you if you opposed Him coming back someday to judge the living and dead and to consummate His 
Kingdom on the earth, I'm guessing you would be totally unopposed. While there are clearly brash and blatant 
enemies of Christ in our day, I don't think any of you are among them. 

 
I. The greater concern is with what's wrapped in your handkerchiefs. My pastoral concern with The Church and our 
little church is a form of complacency and malaise that keeps your Bibles closed, keeps your pleas and cries to 
God scarce, keeps your attendance and commitment to your church family minimal and sporadic, and keeps your 

knowledge of the Good News and the Promises of God all to yourself. If the extent of your walk with Jesus Christ is 
merely hearing me preach every once in awhile, you're most likely on spiritual life support. Hasn't Jesus' blood 
saved you for more than this? Hasn't His suffering summoned you to something far greater, something far deeper, 
something vastly more valued and treasured? So what's in your handkerchief? I pray nothing at all! 

 
* Close with Prayer... 
 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Luke 19:11-27 (ESV) 
11 As they heard these things, He proceeded to tell a parable, because He was near to Jerusalem, and because they 
supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately. 12 He said therefore, “A nobleman went into a far 
country to receive for himself a kingdom and then return. 13 Calling ten of his servants, he gave them ten minas, and 
said to them, ‘Engage in business until I come.’ 14 But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, 
‘We do not want this man to reign over us.’ 15 When he returned, having received the kingdom, he ordered these 
servants to whom he had given the money to be called to him, that he might know what they had gained by doing 
business. 16 The first came before him, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made ten minas more.’ 17 And he said to him, 
‘Well done, good servant! Because you have been faithful in a very little, you shall have authority over ten 
cities.’ 18 And the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made five minas.’ 19 And he said to him, ‘And you are 
to be over five cities.’ 20 Then another came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your mina, which I kept laid away in a 
handkerchief; 21 for I was afraid of you, because you are a severe man. You take what you did not deposit, and reap 
what you did not sow.’ 22 He said to him, ‘I will condemn you with your own words, you wicked servant! You knew 
that I was a severe man, taking what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why then did you not put 
my money in the bank, and at my coming I might have collected it with interest?’ 24 And he said to those who stood 
by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to the one who has the ten minas.’ 25 And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten 
minas!’ 26 ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but from the one who has not, even what he has 
will be taken away. 27 But as for these enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, bring them here 
and slaughter them before me.’” 
 
Matthew 13:10-17 (ESV) 
10 Then the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” 11 And He answered them, 
“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For to 
the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he 
has will be taken away. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they 
do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: “‘“You will 
indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive.” 15 For this people's heart has grown 
dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.’ 16 But blessed are your 
eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17 For truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people 
longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 
 



 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
Receiving Jesus as What? - John Piper 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RN47sEwzfug 

 
How Does Christianity Help Us Deal With Evil & Suffering? - Tim Keller 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwH_6uDWnl8 

 
Why does God Allow Satan to Live? - John Piper 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmOzTY06mBo 

 
Essay: Cultural Disintegration and the Revival of a Moral Imagination 
By Joseph Rigney, Cannon & Culture, August 4, 2014 

 
http://www.canonandculture.com/cultural-disintegration-and-the-revival-of-a-moral-imagination/  
 
Why Small Churches Are The Next Big Thing - Karl Vaters 
http://qideas.org/articles/why-small-churches-are-the-next-big-thing/ 

 
 

Bonus Stuff 
 
Quote by David Livingstone 
"I place no value on anything I have or may possess, except in relation to the kingdom of God. If anything will 
advance the interests of the kingdom, it shall be given away or kept, only as by giving or keeping it I shall most 
promote the glory of Him to whom I owe all my hopes in time or eternity." 
 
Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon 
"It is always so, the gracious and faithful man obtains more grace and more means of usefulness, while the unfaithful 
man sinks lower and lower and grows worse and worse. We must either make progress or lose what we have 
attained. There is no such thing as standing still in religion." 
 
The Widow's Mite With Interest 
Author Unknown 

It is estimated that if the widow's mite had been deposited at the "First National Bank, Jerusalem" to draw four 
percent interest semi-annually, the fund today would total $4,800,000,000,000,000,000,000. If a bank on earth could 
multiply the widow's mite to such an astronomical figure, think what treasures this dedicated woman will have in 
heaven where "moth and rust doth not corrupt." 
 
Excerpt from God Is No Fool by Lois Chaney 
Once, a man said, "If I had some extra money, I'd give it to God, but I have just enough to support myself and my 
family." And the same man said, "If I had some extra time, I'd give it to God, but every minute is taken up with my job, 
my family, my clubs, and what have you--every single minute." And the same man said, "If I had a talent I'd give it to 
God, but I have no lovely voice; I have no special skill; I've never been able to lead a group; I can't think cleverly or 
quickly, the way I would like to." 
 
And God was touched, and although it was unlike him, God gave that man money, time, and a glorious talent. And 
then He waited, and waited, and waited... And then after a while, He shrugged His shoulders, and He took all those 
things right back from the man, the money, the time and the glorious talent. After a while, the man sighed and said, "If 
I only had some of that money back, I'd give it to God. If I only had some of that time, I'd give it to God. If I could only 
rediscover that glorious talent, I'd give it to God." 
 
And God said, "Oh, shut up." 
 
And the man told some of his friends, "You know, I'm not so sure that I believe in God anymore." 
- Lois A. Chaney, God is No Fool: Who Do You Think You're Kidding, 1969, Abindgon Press. 

 
The Reformation Study Bible on the Parable of the Minas 
"The parable teaches that everyone has one basic task--to serve God faithfully."  
-  Reformation Study Bible, R .C. Sproul General Editor Comments on Luke 19:12, p.1492. 
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Clarke's Commentary on the Bible - Luke 19:13 
"By the ten minas given to each, we may understand the Gospel of the kingdom given to every person who professes 
to believe in Christ, and which he is to improve to the salvation of his soul. The same word is given to all, that all may 
believe and be saved." 
 
Quote from Kent Crockett 
The parable of the minas focuses on the servants' faithfulness whereas the parable of the talents accentuates the 
servants' abilities. 
 
What is the Meaning of the Parable of the Minas? 
S. Michael Houdmann 
http://www.gotquestions.org/parable-ten-minas.html 

 

Question: "What is the meaning of the Parable of the Ten Minas?" 
 
Answer: Christ uses the Parable of the Ten Minas in Luke 19:11–27 to teach about the coming kingdom of God on 
earth. The occasion of theparable is Jesus’ final trip to Jerusalem. Many people in the crowd along the road believed 
that He was going to Jerusalem in order to establish His earthly kingdom immediately. (Of course, He was going to 
Jerusalem in order to die, as He had stated in Luke 18:33.) Jesus used this parable to dispel any hopeful rumors that 
the time of the kingdom had arrived. 
 
In the parable, a nobleman leaves for a foreign country in order to be made king. Before he left, he gave ten minas to 
ten of his servants (Luke 19:12–13). A mina was a good sum of money (about three months’ wages), and the future 
king said, “Put this money to work . . . until I come back” (verse 13). 
 
However, the man’s subjects “hated him” and sent word to him that they refused to acknowledge his kingship (Luke 
19:14). When the man was crowned king, he returned to his homeland and began to set things right. First, he called 
the ten servants to whom he had loaned the minas. They each gave an account for how they had used the money. 
The first servant showed that his mina had earned ten more. The king was pleased, saying, “‘Well done, my good 
servant! . . . Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities” (verse 17). The next 
servant’s investment had yielded five additional minas, and that servant was rewarded with charge of five cities 
(verses 18–19). 
 
Then came a servant who reported that he had done nothing with his mina except hide it in a cloth (Luke 19:20). His 
reason: “I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did 
not sow” (verse 21). The king responded to the servant’s description of him as “hard” by showing hardness, calling 
him a “wicked servant” and commanding for his mina to be given to the one who had earned ten (verses 22 and 24). 
Some bystanders said, “Sir . . . he already has ten!” and the king replied, “I tell you that to everyone who has, more 
will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what they have will be taken away’ (verses 25–26). 
 
Finally, the king commanded that his enemies—those who had rebelled against his authority—be brought before him. 
Right there in the king’s presence, they were executed (Luke 19:27). 
 
In this parable, Jesus teaches several things about theMillennial Kingdom and the time leading up to it. As Luke 
19:11 indicates, Jesus’ most basic point is that the kingdom was not going to appear immediately. There would be a 
period of time, during which the king would be absent, before the kingdom would be set up. 
 
The nobleman in the parable is Jesus, who left this world but who will return as King some day. The servants the king 
charges with a task represent followers of Jesus. The Lord has given us a valuable commission, and we must be 
faithful to serve Him until He returns. Upon His return, Jesus will ascertain the faithfulness of His own people 
(see Romans 14:10–12). There is work to be done (John 9:4), and we must use what God has given us for His glory. 
There are promised rewards for those who are faithful in their charge. 
 
The enemies who rejected the king in the parable are representative of the Jewish nation that rejected Christ while 
He walked on earth—and everyone who still denies Him today. When Jesus returns to establish His kingdom, one of 
the first things He will do is utterly defeat His enemies (Revelation 19:11–15). It does not pay to fight against the King 
of kings. 
 
The Parable of the Ten Minas is similar to the Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25:14–30. Some people assume that 
they are the same parable, but there are enough differences to warrant a distinction: the parable of the minas was 
told on the road between Jericho and Jerusalem; the parable of the talents was told later on the Mount of Olives. The 
audience for the parable of the minas was a large crowd; the audience for the parable of the talents was the disciples 
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by themselves. The parable of the minas deals with two classes of people: servants and enemies; the parable of the 
talents deals only with professed servants. In the parable of the minas, each servant receives the same amount; in 
the parable of the talents, each servant receives a different amount (and talents are worth far more than minas). Also, 
the return is different: in the parable of the minas, the servants report ten-fold and five-fold earnings; in the parable of 
the talents, all the good servants double their investment. In the former, the servants received identical gifts; in the 
latter, the good servants showed identical faithfulness. 
- While he is not the author of every article on GotQuestions.org, for citation purposes, you may reference our CEO, S. Michael Houdmann.  
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