
THE PISIDIAN ADVENTURE 

 
I. Acts 13:13-52 

 
A. Today we continue early church sermons series with Paul and Barnabas. After Peter preached the Gospel to 
Gentiles gathered at the home of Cornelius, the Holy Spirit fell upon them. As the Gospel continued spread to 
neighboring nations, King Herod (Agrippa I) had the Apostle James executed. Jews applauded so Herod had Peter 
arrested. Yet again Peter had an angelic escape from prison. Then an angel strikes down Herod at a pompous event 
and Luke writes that the king was eaten by worms.  
 
B. Then Acts 12:24-25 says: "But the word of God increased and multiplied. And Barnabas and Saul returned from 
Jerusalem (To Antioch of Syria) when they had completed their service, bringing with them John, whose other name was 
Mark." (John Mark, author of the first Gospel.) Then in a time of fasting, worship, and seeking God, the Holy Spirit 
spoke: “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” (Acts 13:2) So Paul and Barnabas 
set out on their first missionary journey. After sharing the Gospel on Cypress, they set sail for Pisidia. 
 
C. Acts 13:13-52 picks up from there... 
 
1) V13-15 "Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left them and 
returned to Jerusalem, but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they went into 
the synagogue and sat down. After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a message 
to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the people, say it.” (This is what you call a wide 
open door and Paul bounds through it.) 
 
2) V16-39 is Paul's sermon to the Pisidians: "So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said: “Men of Israel and you 
who fear God, listen. The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land 
of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. And for about forty years He put up with them in the wilderness. And 
after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, He gave them their land as an inheritance. All this took about 450 
years. And after that He gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul 
the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. And when He had removed him, He raised up David to be 
their king, of whom He testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my 
will.’ Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as He promised. Before His coming, John had 
proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do you 
suppose that I am? I am not He. No, but behold, after me One is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’ 
“Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has been sent the message of this 
salvation. For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not recognize Him nor understand the 
utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning Him. And though they found in Him 
no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have Him executed. And when they had carried out all that was written of Him, 
they took Him down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb. But God raised Him from the dead, and for many days He 
appeared to those who had come up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now His witnesses to the people. And we 
bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, this He has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as 
also it is written in the second Psalm, “‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you.’ (Psalm 2:7) And as for the fact that He 
raised Him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, He has spoken in this way, “‘I will give you the holy and sure 
blessings of David.’ (Isaiah 55:3) Therefore He says also in another psalm, “‘You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’ 
(Psalm 16:10) For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his 
fathers and saw corruption, but He whom God raised up did not see corruption. Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, 
that through this Man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and by Him everyone who believes is freed from everything 
from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses." (Let me personalize this: Let it be known to you therefore, 
brothers and sisters, that through this Man, Jesus, (the Righteous One), forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you! 
And by Him everyone who believes from the heart in His sacrifice of atonement, is freed (justified--declared not 
guilty, declared righteous!) from everything from which you could not be freed (justified--put in right standing with 
God, by your own futile attempts to obey and keep) the law of Moses.)  (Honey Factory Story--knowing honey is 
sweet vs KNOWING honey is sweet.) 
 
3) V40-41 Paul closes his sermon with a cryptic OT warning: "Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets should 
come about: “‘Look, you scoffers, be astounded and perish; for I am doing a work in your days, a work that you will not 
believe, even if one tells it to you.’ (Habakuk 1:5) (There's eternal ramifications for rejecting the Gospel.) 
 
4) V42-52 "As they went out, the people begged that these things might be told them the next Sabbath. And after the 
meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who, as they 
spoke with them, urged them to continue in the grace of God. The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the 
word of the Lord. But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was 
spoken by Paul, reviling him. And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God be 
spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the 
Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, “‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation 
to the ends of the earth.’” And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as 



many as were appointed to eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region. But 
the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, stirred up persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. But they shook off the dust from their feet against them and went to Iconium. 
And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit." (I suspect you too are appointed to believe!) 
 
D. Here's 3 verses that can keep pastors up at night. 1 Peter 5:2-3 (NIV) Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your 
care, serving as overseers-not just because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for 
money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.  Hebrews 13:17 
(ESV) Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. James 3:1 (NLT) Dear 
brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers in the church, for we who teach will be judged more strictly. 

 
E. Pastors at the end of the day will ask themselves: Did we care for the flock assigned to us? Did we declare the 
whole counsel of God with the Gospel at the core center? Did we declare the it with clarity and consistency? Did we 
encourage our flocks to revere and worship the Lord, obey His Word, trust Him with their lives? Did we rightly 
emphasize the Great Commandment and Great Commission? Did we exhort our flocks to love and serve the 
church, to faithfully engage and not forsake the gathering of believers--to be humble, generous, merciful, and 
forgiving believers? 
 
F. We pastors must ask you: Are you eating what we serve, grazing in the pastures and drinking from the streams 
we've led you? Do you revere God--have an awe as to who He is, what His Word says, and what His will requires? 
Have you wrapped your hearts around the Gospel or thrust it aside? Are you trusting in His righteousness or your 
own for salvation and eternal life? Do you own the Great Commandment and Great Commission? Do you love and 
serve the family of believers where He's planted you? Are you walking in humility, generosity, mercy & 
forgiveness? 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Acts 13:13-52 (ESV) 
13 Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left them and 
returned to Jerusalem, 14 but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they 
went into the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the 

synagogue sent a message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the people, say it.” 
16 So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said: “Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 17 The God of 

this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted 
arm he led them out of it. 18 And for about forty years He put up with them in the wilderness. 19 And after destroying 
seven nations in the land of Canaan, He gave them their land as an inheritance. 20 All this took about 450 years. And 
after that He gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21 Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the 
son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when He had removed him, He raised up David to 
be their king, of whom He testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do 
all my will.’ 23 Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as He promised. 24 Before His 
coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 And as John was finishing his 
course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not He. No, but behold, after me One is coming, the sandals 
of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’ 26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear 
God, to us has been sent the message of this salvation. 27 For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because 

they did not recognize Him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled 
them by condemning Him. 28 And though they found in Him no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have Him 
executed. 29 And when they had carried out all that was written of Him, they took Him down from the tree and laid 
Him in a tomb. 30 But God raised Him from the dead, 31 and for many days He appeared to those who had come up 
with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now His witnesses to the people. 32 And we bring you the good news 
that what God promised to the fathers, 33 this He has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is written 
in the second Psalm, “‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you.’ 34 And as for the fact that He raised Him from 
the dead, no more to return to corruption, He has spoken in this way, “‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of 
David.’ 35 Therefore He says also in another psalm, “‘You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’ 36 For David, 

after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his fathers and saw 
corruption, 37 but He whom God raised up did not see corruption. 38 Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that 
through this Man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and by Him everyone who believes is freed from 
everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses. 40 Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the 
Prophets should come about: 41 “‘Look, you scoffers, be astounded and perish; for I am doing a work in your days, a 
work that you will not believe, even if one tells it to you.’” 42 As they went out, the people begged that these things 
might be told them the next Sabbath. 43 And after the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout 

converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, urged them to continue in the grace 



of God. 44 The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 But when the Jews saw 
the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul, reviling him. 46 And Paul 

and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you 
thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord 
has commanded us, saying, “‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the 
earth.’” 48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many 
as were appointed to eternal life believed. 49 And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region. 
50 But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, stirred up persecution 
against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. 51 But they shook off the dust from their feet against 
them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

 
1 Peter 5:2-3 (NIV) 
2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers-not just because you must, but because 
you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those 

entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 
 
Hebrews 13:17 (ESV) 
17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give 

an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 
 
James 3:1 (NLT) 
1 Dear brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers in the church, for we who teach will be judged 

more strictly. 
 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
Antioch Pisidia Turkey - Dr. Kameel Majdali 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pR2_DOcvP98 
 
Pisidia - Pysidya - Antalya Promotion and Tourism Development Inc. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jx7Z6nvooI 
 
Traveling with Paul - First Missionary Journey - David Gaddy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWvFR_rtT3U 
 
"Here's My Heart" - I Am They 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOlzv7kko_4 
 
As Family We Go--Story - Rend Collective 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VgSX4eou38 
 
"The Promise of the Ages" by Stuart Townend 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0VoQonbeXVo 
 
Tim Keller on the Faithful and the Faithless 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpFzPYHdnFI 
 
3 Objections to the Doctrine of Election - Article by Tim Keller (Thanks Mark!) 
http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/3-objections-to-the-doctrine-of-election#When:05:00:00Z 
 

 
Bonus Stuff  

 
Theological Note on Antioch in Pisidia, Acts 13:14 
NIV Study Bible 

 
Acts 13:14 Antioch. Named after Antiochus, king of Syria after the death of Alexander the Great. It was 110 miles 

from Perga, 3,000 feet above sea level, and was at the hub of good roads and trade. The city has a large Jewish 
population. It was a Roman colony, which meant a contingent of retired military men was settled there. They were 
given free land and were made citizens of the city of Rome, with all the accompanying privileges. Synagogue. Pau's 
regular practice was to begin his preaching in the synagogue as long as Jews would allow it (see v. 5; 14:1; 17:1; 10, 
17; 18:4, 19; 19:8). His reason for doing so was grounded in his understanding of God's redemptive plan (see v. 46; 
Ro. 1:16 and note; 2:9-10 and note on 2:9; see also Ro. 9-11). He was not neglecting his Gentile mission, for the 
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God-fearers ("Gentiles who worship God," v. 16; see note on 10:2) were part of the audience. Moreover, the 
synagogue provided a a ready-made preaching situation with a building, regularly scheduled meetings  and a people 
who new the OT Scriptures. It was customary to invite visitors, and especially visiting rabbis (such as Paul), to 
address the gathering. 
- NIV Study Bible, Zondervan, p. 1711. 

 
Psalm 2:7-8 (ESV) 
7 I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to Me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten You. 8 Ask of Me, and I will 

make the nations Your heritage, and the ends of the earth Your possession." 
 
Isaiah 55:1-3 (ESV) 
1 Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine 
and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your 

labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to Me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

My steadfast, sure love for David. 
 
Psalm 16:10 (ESV) 
10 For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let Your Holy One see corruption. 

 
Habakuk 1:5 (ESV) 
5 “Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded. For I am doing a work in your days that you would 

not believe if told." 
 
Isaiah 49:5-6 (NKJV) 
5 And now the Lord says, who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, to bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel 
is gathered to Him (For I shall be glorious in the eyes of the Lord and My God shall be My strength), 6 Indeed He 

says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the 
preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, that You should be My salvation to the ends of 
the earth." 
 
Acts 11:1-30 (ESV) 
1 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word 
of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3 “You went to 
uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4 But Peter began and explained it to them in order: 5 “I was in the city of 

Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven 
by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6 Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey and 
reptiles and birds of the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘By no means, 
Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered a second time from 
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ 10 This happened three times, and all was drawn up again 
into heaven. 11 And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from 
Caesarea. 12 And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied me, 
and we entered the man's house. 13 And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to 
Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; 14 he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and 
all your household.’ 15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16 And I 

remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave the same gift to them as He gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I that I could stand in God's way?” 18 When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, 
saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 19 Now those who were scattered 

because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking 
the word to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to 
Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a 
great number who believed turned to the Lord. 22 The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and 
they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all 
to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And 
a great many people were added to the Lord. 25 So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he had 

found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people. 
And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians. 27 Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem 
to Antioch. 28 And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine 
over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). 29 So the disciples determined, every one according to his 
ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. 30 And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of 

Barnabas and Saul. 



 
Acts 12:1-25 (ESV) 
1 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. 2 He killed James the 
brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This 
was during the days of Unleavened Bread. 4 And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over 
to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. 5 So Peter was 

kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church. 6 Now when Herod was about to bring him 
out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door 
were guarding the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He 
struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel 

said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around 
you and follow me.” 9 And he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel was 
real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the 

iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and 
immediately the angel left him. 11 When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent His 

angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 12 When he 
realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many were 
gathered together and were praying. 13 And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named 
Rhoda came to answer. 14 Recognizing Peter's voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported 
that Peter was standing at the gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was 
so, and they kept saying, “It is his angel!” 16 But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and 
were amazed. 17 But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought 

him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the brothers.” Then he departed and went to 
another place. 18 Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what had become of 
Peter. 19 And after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he examined the sentries and ordered that they 
should be put to death. Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there. 20 Now Herod was angry 

with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to him with one accord, and having persuaded Blastus, the king's 
chamberlain, they asked for peace, because their country depended on the king's country for food. 21 On an 
appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration to them. 22 And 
the people were shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!” 23 Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him 
down, because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last. 24 But the word of 
God increased and multiplied. 25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had completed their 

service, bringing with them John, whose other name was Mark. 
 
Acts 13:1-12 (ESV) 
1 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of 
Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, 
the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after 

fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off. 4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went 
down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of 
God in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John to assist them. 6 When they had gone through the whole 
island as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. 7 He was with 

the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the 
word of God. 8 But Elymas the magician (for that is the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn the 
proconsul away from the faith. 9 But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 
10 and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop 
making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? 11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be 

blind and unable to see the sun for a time.” Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking 
people to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he was 

astonished at the teaching of the Lord. 
 
Quote by Jonathan Edwards 

"I go out to preach with two propositions in mind. First, every person ought to give his life to Christ. Second, whether 
or not anyone else gives Him his life I will give Him mine."  
 
Quote by Leonard Ravenhill 

"Are the things you are living for worth Christ dying for?" 
 
Quote by Michael Catt 

"The devil could care less about how many sermons you listen to, as long as you have no intention of applying them 
to your life." 
 



Quote by D.L. Moody 

“Our greatest fear should not be of failure, but of succeeding at something that doesn't really matter.” 
 
Quote by Howard G. Hendricks 

“When God measures a man he puts the tape around the heart, not the head.” 
 
Pyramid of Marbles 

The wife of a close pastor friend of ours enjoys telling how she awoke one night to find her husband asleep on his 
elbows and knees at the foot of the bed. His arms were cupped before him as if he were embracing the base of a 
tree, and he was muttering. “George! What on earth are you doing?” she cried. “Shhh,” he answered, still asleep. “I’m 
holding a pyramid of marbles together, and if I move, it’s going to tumble down…” A classic pastor’s dream! First, 
because it was the subconscious revelation of a pressured parson. Second, because the pyramid of marbles is an 
apt metaphor for a pastor’s work. 
- Liberating Ministry from The Success Syndrome, K. Hughes, Tyndale, 1988, p. 177. 

 
The 100 Year Old Christian 

There was a 100 year old church member who was having his birthday celebration at his church he had faithfully 
attended since he was a young man. At his birthday celebration, after everyone had cake, ice cream, gave him cards 
and gifts in the fellowship hall, the entire group of family and friends, numbering over 100 people, were asked to 
come to the church sanctuary. His great grandson, a young man in his early thirties, had him come to the pulpit. 
Before most of the church congregation, he was asked the question, in a loud voice, "Great Grandpa, we all know 
that you can barely hear and you cannot see, so tell us, why do you still go to church every Sunday?" The 100 year 
old, faithful Christian, answered, "Because I love Jesus with all my heart, He commanded me to be here, and I just 
want to show everybody whose side I'm on."  
- Author Unknown 

 
Watermelon Seeds 

A group of ministers and a salesman’s organization were holding conventions in the same hotel, and the catering 
department had to work at top speed serving dinners to both. The salesmen were having spiked watermelon for 
dessert. But the chef discovered that it was being served to the ministers by mistake. “Quick!” he commanded a 
waiter. “Bring it back!” The waiter returned, reporting that it was too late. The ministers were already eating the liquor-
spiced treat. “Do they like it?” asked the chef. “Don’t know,” replied the waiter, “but they’re putting the seeds in their 
pockets.”  - Author Unknown 

 


