
STONES FLY AND THE GOSPEL SPREADS 

 
I. Acts 6:7-15  Acts 7:1-60  Acts 8:1-3 

 
A. Lately the sermons have been about sermons, those of the early church as recorded by Luke in the book of Acts. 
All the sermons thus far have been delivered by Peter with the past two directly to the Sanhedrin. Since Pentecost, 
the church has been growing rapidly. God has affirmed the Gospel with amazing miracles. As the Holy Spirit filled 
His people, love and generosity poured out of them towards one another. 
 
B. Among the generous acts of believers is the care of widows. The organizational task of feeding all the widows 
became challenging for the apostles so they asked the people to choose godly men from among them to take on 
these managerial duties. Seven brothers are chosen and they're named at the beginning of Acts 6. The first two 
listed are Stephen and Philip. These men will be used mightily by God in preaching the Good News. Stephen fills 
the pulpit today and it may be one of the most powerful messages ever delivered. It will, however, cost him his life. 
 
C. Acts 6:8-15 begins the story of Stephen and his powerful ministry... 
 
1) V7 "And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of the priests became obedient to the faith." (The Levitical line of priests can be traced back to Levi, son of 
Jacob. They were the priestly tribe. Now they've found the Better Sacrifice. All the blood of animals sacrificed upon 
the altars of the Tabernacle and Temple were pointing to the Lamb of God who was slain but who lives again!) 
 
2) V8-15 "And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. Then some of those 
who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of 
those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with 
which he was speaking. Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words 
against Moses and God.” And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and 
seized him and brought him before the council, and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak 
words against this holy place and the law, for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and 
will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like  
the face of an angel." (The capital city of Cilicia during the Roman empire was Tarsus. (Cilicia is now modern day 
Turkey.) Tarsus was the place where Mark Antony met Cleopatra. It's also the birthplace of a man named Saul. Saul 
probably grew up in the synagogue there. He may have been among those challenging and falsely accusing 
Stephen. Saul (Paul) now enters the NT narrative.) 
 
D. Acts 7:1-60 Luke records the Stephen's full defense, a lesson in OT history.  
 
1) V1-16 "And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of 
glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, and said to him, ‘Go out from 
your land and from your kindred and go into the land that I will show you.’ Then he went out from the land of the Chaldeans 
and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from there into this land in which you are now living. Yet He 
gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot's length, but promised to give it to him as a possession and to his offspring 
after him, though he had no child. And God spoke to this effect—that his offspring would be sojourners in a land belonging to 
others, who would enslave them and afflict them four hundred years. ‘But I will judge the nation that they serve,’ said God, 
‘and after that they shall come out and worship Me in this place.’ And He gave him the covenant of circumcision. And so 
Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day, and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and 
Jacob of the twelve patriarchs. “And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him and 
rescued him out of all his afflictions and gave him favor and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler over 
Egypt and over all his household. Now there came a famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction, and our 
fathers could find no food. But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers on their first visit.  
And on the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph's family became known to Pharaoh. And 
Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his father and all his kindred, seventy-five persons in all. And Jacob went down into 
Egypt, and he died, he and our fathers, and they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham had 
bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem." (Though Joseph, a favored son of Jacob, was rejected 
by his brothers, he would eventually save the whole household of Israel. What was this foreshadowing?) 
 
2) V17-37 "“But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the people increased and 
multiplied in Egypt until there arose over Egypt another king who did not know Joseph. He dealt shrewdly with our race and 
forced our fathers to expose their infants, so that they would not be kept alive. At this time Moses was born; and he was 
beautiful in God's sight. And he was brought up for three months in his father's house, and when he was exposed, Pharaoh's 
daughter adopted him and brought him up as her own son. And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, 
and he was mighty in his words and deeds. “When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brothers, the 
children of Israel. And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and avenged him by striking 
down the Egyptian. 25 He supposed that his brothers would understand that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but 
they did not understand. And on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarreling and tried to reconcile them, 
saying, ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you wrong each other?’ But the man who was wronging his neighbor thrust him 



aside, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’ At 
this retort Moses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian, where he became the father of two sons. “Now when forty 
years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. When Moses saw 
it, he was amazed at the sight, and as he drew near to look, there came the voice of the Lord: ‘I am the God of your fathers,  
the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.’ And Moses trembled and did not dare to look. Then the Lord said to him, 
‘Take off the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. I have surely seen the affliction of 
My people who are in Egypt, and have heard their groaning, and I have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will  
send you to Egypt.’ “This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’—this man God sent as 
both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the bush. This man led them out, performing 
wonders and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. This is the Moses who said to the 
Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brothers.’" (Peter included the same passage (Deut. 
18:15, 18) in his sermon following the healing of the lame man at the temple... The Prophet referred to by Moses, 
Peter, and Stephen was Jesus!) 
 
3) V38-41 "This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, 
and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us. Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in 
their hearts they turned to Egypt, saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who led us out  
from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ And they made a calf in those days, and offered a 
sacrifice to the idol and were rejoicing in the works of their hands."   
(Moses, favored and chosen by God as Israel's deliverer, was instead rejected. What do you suppose this was 
foreshadowing?) 
 
4) V42-50 "But God turned away and gave them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the 
prophets: “‘Did you bring to Me slain beasts and sacrifices, during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? You 
took up the tent of Moloch and the star of your god Rephan, the images that you made to worship; and I will send you into 
exile beyond Babylon.’ “Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as He who spoke to Moses directed him to 
make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. Our fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the 
nations that God drove out before our fathers. So it was until the days of David, who found favor in the sight of God and 
asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. But it was Solomon who built a house for Him. Yet the Most High does 
not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says, “‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is My footstool. What kind of 
house will you build for Me, says the Lord, or what is the place of My rest? Did not My hand make all these things?’" 
(Stephen is boldly declaring: Jesus is the Better Tabernacle, the Better Temple! He's the Better Joseph, the Better 
Moses, the Better Joshua, the Better David! He's the better Prophet, Priest, & King! He's the Better sacrifice! He's 
the Law-keeper--you are the lawbreakers!) 
 
5) V51-53 Stephen shifts his message to the Sanhedrin: "“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you 
always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they 
killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 
you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” (Stiff-necked, uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
resistors of the Holy Spirit--exactly like Israel of old!) 
 
6) V54-60 "Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. But he, full of the Holy 
Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see 
the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” (Stephen receives a standing ovation from 
the King of kings and Lord of lords! Tim Keller quotes F.F. Bruce: "While Stephen is confessing Christ before men, 
he sees Christ confessing Stephen before God.") But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed 
together at him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of 
a young man named Saul. (Saul the Jewish terrorist who would zealously try to destroy Jesus' church. In his hated 
and zeal to destroy, he would actually serve God's purposes by chasing the Gospel out of Jerusalem, into Judea, 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.) And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, 
he fell asleep." (Stephen died a Spirit-filled death!) 
 
E. Acts 8:1-3 ushers in a new normal for the church, one ravaged by persecution. 
 
1) V1 "And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles." (It was open season on believers but they fled with 
Good News of great joy!) 
 
2) V2-3 "Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering 
house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison." (Perhaps Saul, once he became the 
Apostle Paul, would visit Stephen's grave from time to time. Maybe he placed flowers there. Maybe he stacked 
some stones on the sacred burial plot. Or maybe he knelt and prayed there with a broken and contrite heart. Can 
you imagine what their meeting was like in heaven?! When Paul was being stoned at Lystra, I wonder if he thought 
of Stephen? I'm sure every time Paul pictured Jesus shedding His blood for him on the cross he saw His Lord 
bearing the penalty of Paul's sin against Stephen and so many others. 



 
F. When you picture Jesus bleeding out on the cross, do you see the penalty of your sins being paid for? Do you 
see anyone specific whom you've wronged? What horrible things we've done to put our Lord on that cross! What 
kind of love is this that would cause Him to die in our place?! Do you want to know this love, this mercy, this 
forgiveness? Receive Him with all your heart! Surrender to Him! Come to know Him, love Him, and serve Him! 
Worship Him now and forevermore... 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Acts 6:7-15 (ESV) 
7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great 
wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it 

was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed 
with Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then they 
secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 And 

they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him 
before the council, 13 and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this 
holy place and the law, 14 for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will 
change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15 And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face 

was like the face of an angel. 
 
Acts 7:1-60 (ESV) 
1 And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2 And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of 
glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘Go 
out from your land and from your kindred and go into the land that I will show you.’ 4 Then he went out from the land 

of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from there into this land in which 
you are now living. 5 Yet He gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot's length, but promised to give it to him as a 
possession and to his offspring after him, though he had no child. 6 And God spoke to this effect—that his offspring 

would be sojourners in a land belonging to others, who would enslave them and afflict them four hundred years. 
7 ‘But I will judge the nation that they serve,’ said God, ‘and after that they shall come out and worship Me in this 
place.’ 8 And He gave him the covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac, and 
circumcised him on the eighth day, and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs. 9 “And 
the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him 10 and rescued him out of all his 

afflictions and gave him favor and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and over all 
his household. 11 Now there came a famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction, and our fathers 
could find no food. 12 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers on their first visit. 
13 And on the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph's family became known to 
Pharaoh. 14 And Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his father and all his kindred, seventy-five persons in all. 15 And 
Jacob went down into Egypt, and he died, he and our fathers, 16 and they were carried back to Shechem and laid in 
the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem. 17 “But as the time of the 
promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt 18 until there 
arose over Egypt another king who did not know Joseph. 19 He dealt shrewdly with our race and forced our fathers to 
expose their infants, so that they would not be kept alive. 20 At this time Moses was born; and he was beautiful in 
God's sight. And he was brought up for three months in his father's house, 21 and when he was exposed, Pharaoh's 
daughter adopted him and brought him up as her own son. 22 And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds. 23 “When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit 
his brothers, the children of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and 
avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. 25 He supposed that his brothers would understand that God was giving 
them salvation by his hand, but they did not understand. 26 And on the following day he appeared to them as they 
were quarreling and tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you wrong each other?’ 27 But 
the man who was wronging his neighbor thrust him aside, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Do 
you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’ 29 At this retort Moses fled and became an exile in the land 
of Midian, where he became the father of two sons. 30 “Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him 
in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight, and 
as he drew near to look, there came the voice of the Lord: 32 ‘I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and 
of Isaac and of Jacob.’ And Moses trembled and did not dare to look. 33 Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the 
sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34 I have surely seen the affliction of My 

people who are in Egypt, and have heard their groaning, and I have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will 
send you to Egypt.’ 35 “This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’—this man 



God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36 This man led 
them out, performing wonders and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. 37 This is 
the Moses who said to the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brothers.’ 38 This is the 

one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our 
fathers. He received living oracles to give to us. 39 Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their 
hearts they turned to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who led 
us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 41 And they made a calf in those days, and 
offered a sacrifice to the idol and were rejoicing in the works of their hands. 42 But God turned away and gave them 
over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets: “‘Did you bring to Me slain beasts and 
sacrifices, during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? 43 You took up the tent of Moloch and the star 
of your god Rephan, the images that you made to worship; and I will send you into exile beyond Babylon.’ 44 “Our 

fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as He who spoke to Moses directed him to make it, according to 
the pattern that he had seen. 45 Our fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that 
God drove out before our fathers. So it was until the days of David, 46 who found favor in the sight of God and asked 
to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for Him. 48 Yet the Most High 
does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says, 49 “‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is My 
footstool. What kind of house will you build for Me, says the Lord, or what is the place of My rest? 50 Did not My hand 
make all these things?’ 51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy 
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those 
who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you 
who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 54 Now when they heard these things they were 
enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed 
together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at 
the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when 

he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 
Acts 8:1-3 (ESV) 
1 And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great 
lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and 

women and committed them to prison. 
 
Tim Keller Quotes F.F. Bruce on Stephen 

"While Stephen is confessing Christ before men, he sees Christ confessing Stephen before God." 
- F.F. Bruce, The Book of Acts, New International Commentary on the New Testament, as quoted by Tim Keller in his sermon, "Suffering & Glory." 

 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
The Book of Acts (Acts 5-6) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1TtiZASp1Q 
 
The Book of Acts (Acts 7-8) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dm2SsoX5tqQ 
 
The Persecution of Christians 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuBsOggmw7E 
 
It Might Take Persecution - John Piper 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_IgJY8b0os 
 
Suffering and Glory (Acts 7 Stephen's Stoning) - Tim Keller (Full sermon) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fuZHyPd3gY0 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1TtiZASp1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dm2SsoX5tqQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuBsOggmw7E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_IgJY8b0os
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fuZHyPd3gY0


Bonus Stuff  

 
Sermon Excerpt by Charles H. Spurgeon 

The great difference between Stephen and Saul, however, lies in this—Stephen is defending the cause of Christ at 
the cost of his own life and Saul is opposing him with all his might. Even in a congregation like the present, there may 
not be many, yet there may be some who are opposing the Gospel. There may be some here who, although they 
would not stone Believers, yet would make a jest of them—perhaps they have been making merry today over those 
Christian Brothers [Moody and Sankey] who have of late been prominent in the matter of revivals—some foolish jest 
they have perpetrated about them—and done their best to lower them in the esteem of their fellows. Ah, dear 
Friends, beware what you are doing, for the Lord of Hosts says concerning His people, “He that touches you, touches 
the apple of My eye.” Nothing brings the color into a man’s cheek sooner than any ill-treatment of his children! And if 

any of you want to provoke God to speedy and sudden judgment against you, you have only to join in treating, in a 
cruel manner, those who are really His children. May God keep all of us from such a shameful sin as that! 
- Sermon Excerpt by Charles H. Spurgeon, "Stephen and Saul" Sermon No. 2948, delivered at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington in 
London, Thursday Evening, May 13, 1875. To read full sermon, go to: http://www.spurgeongems.org/vols49-51/chs2948.pdf 
To read about D.L. Moody and David Sankey, go to: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moody_and_Sankey 
 

 
Stephen 
The Life Application Study Bible 

 
Around the world, the gospel has most often taken root in places prepared by the blood of martyrs. But before people 
can give their lives for the gospel, they must first live their lives for the gospel. One way God trains His servants is to 
place them in insignificant positions. Their desire to serve Christ is translated into the reality of serving others. 
 
Long before violent persecution broke out against Christians, there was already social ostracism. Jews who accepted 
Jesus as Messiah were usually cut off from their families. As a result, the believers depended on each other for 
support. The sharing of homes, food, and resources was both a practical and necessary mark of the early church. 
Eventually, the number of believers made it necessary to organize the sharing. People were being overlooked. There 
were complaints. Those chosen to help manage were chosen for their integrity, wisdom, and sensitivity to God. 
 
Stephen was an effective administrator and messenger before becoming a martyr. He was named one of the 
managers of food distribution in the early church. And besides being a good administrator, Stephen was also a 
powerful speaker. When confronted in the Temple by various antagonistic groups, Stephen's logic in responding was 
convincing. This is clear from the defense he made before the Jewish high council. He presented a summary of the 
Jews' own history and made powerful applications that stung the listeners. During his defense Stephen must have 
known he was speaking his own death sentence. Members of the council could not stand to have their evil motives 
exposed. They stoned him to death while he prayed for their forgiveness. His final words show how much like Jesus 
he had become in just a short time. His death had a lasting impact on young Saul (Paul) of Tarsus, who would move 
from being a violent persecutor of Christians to being one of the greatest champions of the gospel the church has 
known.  
 
Stephen's life is a continual challenge to all Christians. Because he was the first to die for the faith, his sacrifice raises 
questions: How many risks do we take in being Jesus' followers? Would we be willing to die for Him? Are we really 
willing to live for Him? 
- Profile on Stephen, Life Application Study Bible, Tyndale, p. 2385. 

 
 
Stephen the Martyr 
NKJV Study Bible 

 
In the book of Acts, the infant church faced opposition from Jew and Gentile alike. But with every successive wave of 
persecution, the church grew more and more. In hardships and trials, Christians depended increasingly on the Lord 
for strength and guidance. In so doing, they demonstrated their faith to others. 
 
Stephen, one of the seven men chosen to minister to the needs of the neglected in the early church, became the first 
martyr of the Christian faith, but he certainly was not the last. Although falsely accused of blaspheming Moses and 
God, his unfair treatment and violent death would serve as an example to persecuted believers throughout the 
centuries who would face similar trials for upholding the name of Christ.  
 
The book of Acts tells us that right after the stoning of Stephen, a zealous young Pharisee named Saul continued the 
persecution of the new faith by hunting its members down and imprisoning them to face similar charges and similar 
fates. Although Saul was trying to stop the spread of the Christian faith, other eventual persecutors such as Roman 

http://www.spurgeongems.org/vols49-51/chs2948.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moody_and_Sankey


Emperor Nero (A.D. 37-68) cared little about the blaspheming of a Jewish deity. Nero was merely looking for 
scapegoats to take the blame for the great fire that destroyed most of Rome in A.D. 64. 
 
Later Christian martyrs would face death at the hands of their so-called fellow believers. William Tyndale (1494-1536) 
was burned at the stake for heresy because he dared translate the Bible into the English language, thus making it 
more accessible to the common person. Others have traveled into remote areas fully aware of the dangers of 
retribution from pagans. In 1956, five American missionaries were murdered in the jungles of Ecuador by 
headhunters called the Aucas. This same tribe was eventually converted to Christianity through the persistence of 
missionaries, who emulated the perseverance of the martyred missionaries who had gone before them. 
 
Since Stephen's death, countless Christians have died for their witness to the truth of the gospel. They set their eyes 
on Jesus instead of on this world. They did not value the approval of people over the approval of their Savior. 
Therefore, they refused to disown Jesus. For their courage to stand up for the truth, Jesus promises to acknowledge 
them before His Father in heaven (see Matt. 10:32, 33). 
- Profile on Stephen the Martyr, NKJV Study Bible, Thomas Nelson, p. 1719. 
 

 
Hath Thou No Scar? 
By Amy Carmichael (1867 - 1951) 

 
Hast thou no scar? 
No hidden scar on foot, or side, or hand? 
I hear thee sung as mighty in the land; 
I hear them hail thy bright, ascendant star. 
Hast thou no scar? 
 
Hast thou no wound? 
Yet I was wounded by the archers; spent, 
Leaned Me against a tree to die; and rent 
By ravening beasts that compassed Me, I swooned. 
Hast thou no wound? 
 
No wound? No scar? 
Yet, as the Master shall the servant be, 
And pierced are the feet that follow Me. 
But thine are whole; can he have followed far 
Who hast no wound or scar? 
- Amy Carmichael was an Irish Christian who served the poor of Belfast and the abused of India. Her song lyrics and poems have inspired believers for 
decades. To read more, go to: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amy_Carmichael 

 
Philippians 1:27-30 (NKJV) 
27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may 
hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, 28 and 

not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that 
from God. 29 For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His 
sake, 30 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me. 

 
James 1:2-4 (NIV) 
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the 
testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 

complete, not lacking anything. 
 
2 Timothy 3:12 (ESV) 
12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

 
When Emperor Valens Threatened Bishop Eusebius 

When the Emperor Valens threatened Eusebius with confiscation of all his goods, torture, banishment, or even death, 
the courageous Christian replied, “He needs not fear confiscation, who has nothing to lose; nor banishment, to whom 
heaven is his country; nor torments, when his body can be destroyed at one blow; nor death, which is the only way to 
set him at liberty from sin and sorrow.”  

 - The Evangelical Repository, Volume 3, Anecdotes, p. 175, Circa 1844. 
- To read more about Eusebius, go to: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eusebius_of_Samosata 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amy_Carmichael
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eusebius_of_Samosata


China's Boxer Rebellion 

During China’s Boxer Rebellion of 1900, insurgents captured a mission station, blocked all the gates but one, and in 
front of that one gate placed a cross flat on the ground. Then the word was passed to those inside that any who 
trampled the cross underfoot would be permitted their freedom and life, but that any refusing would be shot. Terribly 
frightened, the first seven students trampled the cross under their feet and were allowed to go free. But the eighth 
student, a young girl, refused to commit the sacrilegious act. Kneeling beside the cross in prayer for strength, she 
arose and moved carefully around the cross, and went out to face the firing squad. Strengthened by her example, 
every one of the remaining ninety-two students followed her to the firing squad. 
- Today in the Word, February, 1989, p. 17. 
 

Isaiah 63:7-10 (ESV) 
7 I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, according to all that the Lord has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel that He has granted them according to His compassion, according to 
the abundance of His steadfast love. 8 For He said, “Surely they are My people, children who will not deal falsely.” 
And He became their Savior. 9 In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them; in His 
love and in His pity He redeemed them; He lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 10 But they rebelled 

and grieved His Holy Spirit; therefore He turned to be their enemy, and Himself fought against them. 
 
Jeremiah 19:10-13 (NIV) 
10 “Then break the jar while those who go with you are watching, 11 and say to them, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty 

says: I will smash this nation and this city just as this potter’s jar is smashed and cannot be repaired. They will bury 
the dead in Topheth until there is no more room. 12 This is what I will do to this place and to those who live here, 
declares the Lord. I will make this city like Topheth. 13 The houses in Jerusalem and those of the kings of Judah will 

be defiled like this place, Topheth—all the houses where they burned incense on the roofs to all the starry hosts and 
poured out drink offerings to other gods.’” 
 
Amos 5:25-27 (ESV) 
25 “Did you bring to Me sacrifices and offerings during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? 26 You 
shall take up Sikkuth your king, and Kiyyun your star-god—your images that you made for yourselves, 27 and I will 

send you into exile beyond Damascus,” says the Lord, whose name is the God of hosts. 
 
Luke 23:34 (ESV) 
34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide His garments. 

 
Luke 23:46 (ESV) 
46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit My spirit!” And having said this 

He breathed his last. 
 
Luke 11:45-52 (ESV) 
45 One of the lawyers answered Him, “Teacher, in saying these things You insult us also.” 46 And He said, “Woe to 

you lawyers also! For you load people with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with 
one of your fingers. 47 Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your fathers killed. 48 So you are 
witnesses and you consent to the deeds of your fathers, for they killed them, and you build their tombs. 49 Therefore 

also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and persecute,’ 
50 so that the blood of all the prophets, shed from the foundation of the world, may be charged against this 
generation, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the sanctuary. 
Yes, I tell you, it will be required of this generation. 52 Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of 

knowledge. You did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.” 
 
Luke 13:34-35 (ESV) 
34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I 

have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 
35 Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see Me until you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the 

name of the Lord!’” 
 
Matthew 29-38 (ESV) 
29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the 
monuments of the righteous, 30 saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with 
them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31 Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who 
murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. 33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are 
you to escape being sentenced to hell? 34 Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom 
you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, 35 so that on 



you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah the 
son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36 Truly, I say to you, all these things 
will come upon this generation. 37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are 

sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and 
you were not willing! 38 See, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you 

say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 
 

 


